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Whitehall, March 21, 1743-4 


Late laſt Night a Courier arrived here 


with an Account from Admiral Mat- 
thews, (dated the 29th of Feb. O. 8. 
in Mahon Harbour) of what paſſed in 
the Engagement near Toulon, hetæveen 
His Majeſty's Squadron under his Com- 
mand, and the combin'd Flets of France 
and Spain, and of his Proceedings [u%- 
ſequent - thereto, which 1s in Subſtauce 


as follows : 


HAT the Somerſet, Dragon and Warwick 
joined the Admiral the 3d Inſtant: That on 
the Sth he received Advice, that three Expreiſes 
came to Toulon the Day, betore, in a very ſhort 


Diſtance of Time, one after the other: Thar he 


was likewiſe informed, that the conjun&t - Ficec 
would put to Sea the next Morning: That between 
chree and tour that Afternoon, Capt. 47:r/ of the 
Winchelſca (one of the Ships appointed to, watch 
the conjunct Fleer's Motions) made. the Signal jor 
ſome of the ſaid Fleet being under Sail; upon 
which he made the Signal for uninoo!ing, and pur- 


ting the Ships in a Condition for Action, whicl 
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was done with the utmoſt Alacrity and Expedition: 


That in leſs than half an Hour, they could ſee ſe- 


veral of them from their Ships: That the Signal 
was made by Capt. Mar, before it was dark, for 
ſeeing nineteen Sail, and about two in the Morn- 
ing he ſent the Admiral Word, that they had an- 
chored again under on Sepet That as ſoon as it 
was Day they ſaw thoſe, that came out the Night 
betore, under Sail, and in a very little Time the 
reſt coming out, their Number in all being 34: 
That the Admiral then got under Sail, the Wind 
blowing very freſh weſterly, expecting they would 
have come down to him; bur ſoon found they had 
no ſuch Intention, at leaſt for that Day, for ny 
kept plying to Windward, though there was all 
the Appearance of dirty Weather, and ſome of 
the weathermoſt Ships were, at Night, Hull-ro : 
That he therefore ſtood to and fro in the Bay till 
Night, and then anchored, having left Cruizers 
out to watch their Motions; during which the 
Warwick touched the Ground, but by ſtarting 30 
Tuns of Water, was got off about nine that Night, 
without any other Damage, 
That by Break of Day the next Morning, our 
People ſeeing from the Maſt-head 15 Sail (the reſt 
being hid by che Iſland of Porguerole) the Admiral 
immediately got under Way, having but little 
Wind, and that at North, and made all the Sail 
he could to get to them, they ſtanding at the ſame 
Time Mare the Engliſb Fleet with a ſinall Breeze 
wefierly : That after an Hour or two's Calm, 
there ſprung up a ſmall Breeze eaſterly, by which 
Means they near'd each other. That at the ſame 
Time che Boyze and Chichefter appeared in Sight 
fro. n under Lev; Iiland; and che eaſterly Wind 
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prevailing, they, and a Tender with Proviſions 


from Mahon, ſoon joined the Admiral, having had 
the good Fortune to tall in with the Land to the 
eaſtward, without which they muſt have fallen into 
the Enemies Hands. That the Enemy brought-to 
in a Line of Battle ; but, tor Want of Wind, 
and having a very ugly Sea, it was Night before 
the Adiniral could ger near them, having had the 
Signal our all Day for the Line of Battle, and kept 
it ot tor ſome Time after it was Night. At Dusk 
he broughe-to, within a little more than three 
Gun's Shot of them, and order'd the Eſſex to lie a 
Mile to Leeward ot him, and the MWinchelſea a good 
Musket's Shot to Leeward of the Eſſex, to watch 
their Motions, and to make the proper Signals, and 
ſtand atier them, in caſe they ſhould make Sail: 
That they were ſo near, that he could count the 
Enemies Ships atter the Moon was down, but could 
not at the fame Time fee Vice - Admiral Leftock 
and his quadron, he having brought-to ſo tar to 
Windward, that, when 1t was dawning, and the 
Admiral had made Sail, and the Signal for the 
Line of Battle a-breaſt, the Vice Admiral was full 
five Miles a-ſtern of him: That the Enemy alto 
made Sail, and went with their Topſails and ſome- 
times ſet their Foreſails 

That about eleven, the Royal Oak and two Ten- 
ders with Proviſions from Mahon join'd the Fleet, 
having luckily fallen into the Eaſt ward. 

That Rear-Admiral Rowley led the Van, but 
could never come near the French Squadron, as M. 
de Court would ſometimes lie-to, as if he deligned 
ſtaying for them; but when they drew near him, 
he made Sail again, till at laſt he had left moſt ot 
the Spaniſh Ships a good Way a- ſtern of him: That 
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che Admiral was then full y convined'he never weld 
com to ar general Engagement, burfudged his 
Deirgn was, by Nis Way of Acting, 'tb draw him 
down the Streihts: That about half un Hour after 
eleven, the Admiral made'the Signal for ensuging, 
and foot! after bore down upon the $27 Admiral, 


-and ordered the Marlboro 2h to do the fame: IT Hut 


the Action began about one: Thar the Neefc 1 en- 


'gaged M. Navarro (the Spaniſh Admiral's) Second, 
who foon bore away, and never ſhorrened Sail, 


whilſt they could tee her. The reſt of the Ad- 
miral' s Divition d- head enga aged thoſe a-head. The 
 AHarlberongh driving a lictle co0'tiear the Admiral, 

obliged him to fill his Sails, to prevent her coming 


on dard him! That the little Time Mr. Matthews 


Was engaged, they greatly difabled his Maſts arid 
Rigging ; : and that Having but little Wind, and an 
ugly Swell, his Mien Topſail handed, ts prev ent 


BN Maſts ard Rigging waniblia: 7 "bout their Ears, 
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hindred their working'rhe Ship, though he reev ed 
new Braces three ſeveral Times; ſo that he could 
mot B1\ e'the Maflboroiig h the Athitance Capt. Cora- 
all ant d, whoſe Benaviobr 1 is mentioned by Mr. 
Afatthews to merit all imaginable Priite; and whote 
Utio:runtte Fate he greatly laments. Thar the E- 
Hen iy were extreamly well ſerved with Gunners, 
2 French training up a great Number of them, 
k pr having been cxercifing them at a Mark for up- 
wards of three Months before the Engagement : 
Tnac re Maribhoroug h's Main-matt was brought to 
by the Board, as if it had been but a T wig; and 
that the Admiral's Main- maſt and his Bowſprit were 
ſho through and through, and the tormer had onl 
Two hrouds to ſupport ir; and ail his Top- maſts 
were WOU: ded. Thar the ic Enemy ited chiefly at 
our 


, WW - G_ 


0 10 Y - Y. auws WW 


its 


4 ww 2 
* 7 * 3 A . , 6 
FEE 3 22 
* 4% % LY * a "T4 ö _ 
5 * & Ws. . ” 4 4 > "pn 8 
S N 9 & 12 TED ws is, N * : — — 3 


Gy) 


our Maſts and Rigging; tor though the Admiral 
engaged within Piitol-thor, he had but nine Men 
Killed outright, and 40 wounded. That his Cap- 
tain's Arm was ſhot off the firſt Broadſide. That 
the Spaniſh Admiral's Ship the Real s totally 
di ſabled; and when Mr. Matthews attacked her 


Second, the ſoon bore away, and made all the Sail 
ſhe had in her Power to ſet. That he then made 
the Signal for the Ann alley Fire-thip to burn the 


Real; but char her Commander. was 10 tedious in 


priming her, and in coming. down, that the tour 


Ships a- ſtern got ſo near her, as to prevent her Sue- 
iceſs ; when by ſome of their Shot, or ſome other 
' unlucky Accident, the blew up (being then within 
Piſtol- ſhot or leis of the Real) with her Captain and 


ſeveral of her Men; and alſo the Span;/# Admiral's 
oreat Launch full of Men, which had been ſent to 


8 8 
prevent the Fire- ſhip from boarding him. That the 


Admiral was himſelf at the ſame Lime within Muſ- 


ket- ſhot of the Real, and was afterwards engaged 


within leſs than Musker-thor by the fame tour 
Ships, which had paſſed by Mr. Leech; which 
Ships the Rear of the Admiral's Diviſion engaged, 


but at too great a Diſtance. 


That the Somerſet, Princeſſa, Dragon, Bedford 
King ſton und Berwick, engaged the reſt of the *pa- 
niards a-head : That one Ship of 60 Guns of the 
Enemies fell into our Hand; and that during this 
Time M. de Court let the Rear-Admiral Rowley 
coine along- ide of him, when they had warm 
Work for near three Glaſſes, as had the Friuceſs- 
Caroline. That after that Time, M. de Court ſet his 
Foreſail, and left Mr. Rowley, who was then en- 
gaged by the French Admiral's tWo Seconds, but 


not above twenty Minutes, betore they went of: 


That 
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That there were but three of the French Ships en- 


gaged, the reſt * their Wind in order to tack 
and weather us ; but that our Van keeping the 
Wind ot them, prevented their Deſign taking Place. 
That the Night coming on with little Wind, and 
a very great Swell, hindered our improving the 
Ad vantage we had got: And that the Barſſeur had 
18 Men killed, and 38 wounded. 

That notwithſtanding the French tack'd upon 
Rear-Adwiral Rowley, they did not think proper 
to engage him: they, however, retook the Spaniſh 
Ship, it being impollible ro do any thing with her, 
as ſhe had not a Malt ſtanding, and as it was near 
dark, andthe whole French Squadron had tack'd 
upon them; that thereupon Capt. Hawke of the 
Berwick left her, but could not get his Lieutenant 
and 23 Men out of her, his firſt Lieutenant having 
done all he could to perſuade the Men to quit her, 
but in vain. 

That about eight at Night the Admiral ſhifted 
his Ship, and hoiſted his Flag on board the Raſſel, 
Capt. Long, not caring (ſhould there be an Engage- 
ment the next Morning) to risk the falling of all 


his Maſts. That at Break of 85 they ſaw the 


Enemy's Fleet again to Leeward of them, and 
tound they had towed all the crippled Ships before 
the Wind all Night. The Admiral chaced them 
again, the {rench lying in a Line of Battle to wind- 
ward of the Spaniards, moſt of them hull-to ; but 
as he drew near them, they made Sail, and letr the 
diſable! 60 Gun Ship. The Admiral then ſent the 
Eſſex a-head, and ordered Capt. Norris to burn the 
ſaid Spaniſh Ship (not being able to ſpare any of his 
Squadron to carry her to Miuorca) which Capt. 


Norris did, and the blew up about halt an Hour 
| alter 


(vii) 
after nine at Night. That there was great Reaſon 
to believe, that if there had been any Wind, the 
French would have left the Span crippled Ships, 
as moſt of them had ſuttered greatly. 

That in the Afternoon Capt. Watkins of the Bur- 
ford joined the Fleet; he had been in Hieres Bay 
the Day before, and hearing the Report of Guns, 
and ſeeing the Smoak, he made directly ſor it. 

That at Night the Admiral brought to, that the 
ſternmoſt Ships might get up wich him. That he ſaw 
the Enemy again the next Morning, but at a great 
Diſtance. 

That after the Admiral had loft Sight of the Ene- 
my's Fleet, and found all his Endeayours to rejoin 
them, or procure Intelligence of them, ineffectual 
(they being gone, as he ſuppoſed, down the Strezghts) 
he laboured tor ſeveral Days, againſt contrary 
Winds and Storms, to get back to the Bay of Hie- 
res, Which however he found impracticable, and 
was obliged to pur into Port Mahon, where he was 
at an Anchor the agth paſt,and propoſed to get again 
out to Sea the firſt Moment that the neceſſary Re- 

rations could be made ol the Damages ſuitained 

y ſeveral of his Ships, as well in the Engagement 
wich the French and Spaniſb Fleet, as in the conſtant 
Storms and foul Weather he has lince met with. 

As the Admiral had not then had his Returns 
from the ſeveral Captains, who were engaged, ot 
the Loſs they might ſuſtain in the Action, he was 
not able ro ſend the Particulars rhereot by this 
Courier. | 

All chat he mentions upon that Head, betides 
what is above, is that the Mar/boronugh loſt in the 
Action 43 Men, her Captain and Matter included, 
had go wounded, who had been ſent to the Hoſpi- 
tal 


( viii 
tal in Minorca, and 30 ſlightly wounded; who re- 
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mained on board, and would ſoon be able to do 

| their Dury. L MEET 

0 * of 

4 N. B. The Gentleman's Magazine for the Month 

i of March, 1744, obſerves, that the above Account, 

| publiſhed by Authority (at the Price of Sixpence ) 

i and in the Gazettenext Day, is the moſt detective, 

| confuſed, obſcure and contradictory State Paper, 

| perbaps; that ever appeared; and therefore finds it 

i neceflary to inſert between [] ſome Explanations. 4 

[| The Author has alſo altered three or four Ex- 1 

I! preſſions, and omitted the Word TRA after every ; 

| Colon; and for the better Information of his Rea- i 

0 | ders he has added Notes to this Account from ſe- : 

| veral Letters, to which he ſays, tho' better writ- „ 

| ten, he can only refer to the Gentl'man's Magazine * 

i tor the Month of March, Page 170 5 
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NARRATIVE 


OF 1TH E 


PROCEEDINGS 


QO'F Hs 


MAJESTY' FLEET 


In the MEDITERRANEAN, 

„ AD: THE 
Combined Fleets of Francs and Sr ain,' 
From the Year 1741 to MARCH 1744. 


INCLUDING 
An accurate Account of the late FIGHT near 
TovuLon, and the Cauſes of our Miſcarriage: 


The LINES of BATTLE on both Sides: 
PLANS of VILLA Franca, NapLES, HIERES 
Bay, TovLon, GIBRALTAR, and Capiz: 

K . 3-0 


The FRENCH Admiral's JOURNAL. 


THE THIRD EDITION, 


With Notes, Original Papers, Letters, many uſeful Obſerva- 
tions, and Admiral VERNoN's additional Signals, greatly 
wanted on the late Occaſion, never printed before. 


Let not a Torrent of impetuous Zeal 

Tranſport thee thus beyond the Bounds of Reaſon. 

True Fortitude is {cen in great Exploits, 

That Juſtice warrants, and that Wiſdom guides: 

All elſe is tow'ring Frenzy and Diſtraction. 

Are not the Lives of thoſe who draw the Sword 

In Rome's Defence intruſted to our Care? App. Caro, 


LONDON, 
Printed for J. MiLLan, near Whitehall. uMpccxtv. 
(Price Two Shillings and Six Pence ſewed.) 
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To TEE 
OFFICERS and SEAMEN 


WHO WERE 


ET EWITNEkS8 E 8 


GENTLEMEN, 
Take the Liberty to dedicate to you this Rela- 
tion, now come to a third Edition with Notes. 
You are the beſt Judges of it's Veracity, Candor, 
and Sincerity ; and to you I ſubmit every Part of it, 
being ready to make ſuch Alterations as you ſhall 
prove to be neceſſary and juſt : For, however much 
I may be concerned, no Man holds more in Deteſta- 
tion, than myſelf, the ſpreading a perſonal Injury, or 
miſteading the Publick. And it was for this Reaſon 
that the Bookſeller was directed to write the follow- 
ing Letter, 
r 
] am preparing to print a third Edition of the 
Narrative of the late Action in the Mediterranean, 


cc 


© with Notes: If there is any thing in the former 


cc 


Editions not ſtrictly true, if you will be pleaſed to 
ſignify your Objections by the Hand of your Secre- 
tary, I will take upon me to print them at the End 
« of this Edition of the ſaid Pamphlet. I would 
* not give Offence, being with the greateſt Reſpect, 

* SIR, Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
e To the Hon. Adm. Mathews. IN“. MILL Ax.“ 

Mr. Millan, after waiting ſome Time at Mr. Ma- 
thews's Houſe, was told, there was no Anſwer to the 
above Letter. 

I was an Eye-witneſs ; but, not ſatisfied with my 
own Obſervation and Judgment, I have converſed 
with Gentlemen that were in the Van of our Fleet, 
A 2 the 
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(iv) 
the Center, and Rear, whoſe Converſation and Re- 
marks have confirmed this Narrative : So that, as 
none of the Facts have been publickly contradicted, 
they ſeem to want no other Alteration. I have alſo 
read Admiral Mathews's Account, publiſhed by Au- 
thority, and I have extracted moſt Part of it. into 
Notes, in this new Edition, to prove the Faithfulneſs 
of my Relation. I have done my utmoſt to come at 
the Truth; and if there is any one adventurous 
enough among you to think otherwiſe, do Juſtice 
to the Public, and take the Pains that I have done 
to lead them to Truth, and the Cauſes of this unfor- 
tunate Miſcarriage ; I will, in that Caſe, either yield to 
you, openly recant, and avow my Repentance to the 
Public, or undeceive you, and from your Miſappre- 
henſion, or Partiality, confirm the World in my Opi- 
nion. But if none dare fairly enter, the Liſts, but 
run to Coffee-houſes and other publick Places, con- 
demning this Relation in the groſs, without entering 
into Particulars, or diſcuſſing the many different 
Facts; to thoſe I ſpeak to little Purpoſe, for Truth, 
Reaſon, or Argument will have no Power over them : 
It is to the unprejudiced Officers and Men of Under- 
ſtanding that I ſpeak ; as it is not every Man who 
bears a Commiſſion, from the Admiral downwards, 
that can be called ſtrictly an Officer; for in every 
Rank there are ignorant Men, perfect Strangers to 
Diſcipline and Duty : To their Falſhood and Folly 
I ſay, read my Preface, 
I am ſenſible, how difficult a Taſk it is to remove 
Prejudice and Error, even among the moſt ſenſible 
Men: Where Prepoſſeſſion, Inclination, and Intereſt 
lead their Minds, every trifling, plauſible and ſpecious 
Plea combine to hoodwink their Reaſon and Impar- 
tiality, 
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(*) 
tiality, till at laſt their Senſes are quite given up, and 
they are fixed in an Opinion to that which will not 
bear the Light and a fair Examination, It often 
happens, that Innocence falls a Sacrifice to popular 
Clamour, Power, and Intereſt ; and on a ſudden it un- 
expectedly ſhines out from it's Obſcurity, in all it's 
Glory and true Luſtre, Our Hiſtory is full of ſuch 
Examples; one Age condemning with Paſſion and 
Fury, and the next, free from Prejudice, reverſing 
the Sentence, applauding, and idolizing. Hitherto 
you have feen one Gentleman ſet up as a Butt, and, 
from the firſt News of this fatal Miſcarriage, all De- 
grees of Men drawing Arrows from their Quivers, 
dipt in the deadly Poiſon of Detraction, to ſhoot at 
him. Whatever Anguiſh of Heart he might feel to 
ſee them all aimed at him, yet none hit him; they 
either fell ſhort, or outreached him: And lately, 
only the raſh and unthinking Multitude have drawn 
their Arrows from the ſame Shaft, and aimed- them 
at him. Theſe have been followed by the Dregs of 
the People and the Refuſe of Mankind, Men incapa- 
ble of forming a juſt Judgment, or of being directed 
otherwiſe than by the firſt Impreſſion, which is inde- 
lible, never to be eradicated by Reaſon and Innocence. 
Hence by the favourable Reception this Pamphlet 
has met with, it has been of ſome Uſe to detect Ma- 
lice and ir's Adherents, and the baſe Artifices of de- 
ſigning Men, who, by Miſrepreſentation and the Ruin 
of the innocent, laboured to fecure their own Intereſt 
and Safety, to prevent publick Diſhonour, Cenſure, 
and Diſgrace, the open Detection of the moſt noto- 
rious Miſconduct, the moſt glaring Errors and Blun- 
ders, and the moſt unheard of Temerity and Folly: 
It ſtopt the Clamour of many ſcandalous Inſinuations 


againſt 
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, againſt one Party, and the fulſom Praiſes and Exulta- 
tions in behalf of the other; ſuch as no Vanity nor 
Haughtineſs of Temper could have expected. At 
it's firſt Appearance the Enemies to Truth whiſpered, 
Malice and Ill-nature, with ſcurrilous Reflections, to 
be predominant throughout the Relation ; but none 
of theſe Whiſperers undertook to prove it, for the 
Satisfaction of the Public. If Truth, in Defence of 
the Innocent, and the Detection of the Guilty, who 
exulted and triumphed over the Ruin of the innocent, 
is Calumny or IIl- nature, this Book is full of it. 

Vou are the beft Judges what Truths or Falſhoods 
are here inſerted; and you are called upon, by this 
Dedication, and your Duty to the Public, either to 
confeſs or contradict them. My Anxiety is over: 
Our injured Country, that felt, and continues to feel 
the unhappy Conſequences of this fatal Miſcarriage, 
this Difhonour to our Fleet, and Difgrace to our An- 
nals, is big with Expectation: The Eyes of all Eu- 
rope, as well as thoſe at home, are ſtedfaſtly fixed 
upon the honourable Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, and abfolutely depend on it, to diſtinguiſh 
the Difference between Juſtice and Malice, aſcertain 
the fatal Source of the true Cauſes of this Failure 


and Misfortune, to detect the guilty, fix unalterably 


the Blame where it ſhould lye, point the general 
Odium and Outcry, and affert and clear the Honour 
and Reputation of the Innocent. 

Upon you it depends to give a faithful Evidence ; 
not, on any Conſideration, to defend another's Repu- 
tation at the Expence of your own. Truth is re- 
gular and uniform: Be not diſmayed at the Appear- 
ance of ſo great an Aſſembly. There needs no Faint- 
neſs and Palpitation at the Heart to ſpeak the Truth. 
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(vi) 
If you have not been cloſeted, if your Log - books, 
on frivolous Pretences, have not been altered, nor no 
indirect Practices uſed, why ſhould you tremble and 
be over-awed ? | 
Conſider yourſelves aſhore as free-born Engliſhmen , 
ſpeak only what you know, without Fayour, or Malice, 
or being influenced by either Party. Altho' Contra- 
diction may be deemed Mutiny on board of Ship, yet 
before the grand Inqueſt of the Nation, where your 
Voice is called for to fix the Blame where it ſhould lie, 
you are only to ſay what Conſcience and the Upright- 
neſs of your Heart will fairly diate to you: All elſe 
is Perfidy and Perjury. The Honour of your Country, 
in that of her Fleet, is here at ſtake: Follow Truth and 
Virtue, and deſpiſe the Dictates of an over-bearing Su- 
perior, that would lead you to be the Inſtrument of 
condemning the Innocent and clearing the Guilty. 
Beware. of Blunders ;. be as clear and explicit as 
poſſible ; but do not pretend, at four Miles Diſtance, 
to judge within half a Point of the Compaſs, in a 
Ship's Courſe, while you are almoſt right a-head of 
her, and at the ſame time not ſee a Ship a-breaſt of 
you, within Muſket-ſhot, where there is no Obſtruc- 
tion to the Sight. This ſeeing ane Man's Faults bet- 
ter at four Miles Diſtance, than thoſe of another 
within one Mile, will give Room for Cenſure. 
Do not fay, that one Ship haled her Wind at three, 
and allow, at the fame Time, that the French had 
tacked on the Van of our Fleet : For this will ſerve 
to invalidate your Evidence, as it is ſo well known 
that the Freuch Squadron did not tack till five, after 
the Fire- ſnip had miſcarried. | | 
I recommend Truth: Adhere to it; let that 
Guide be your Sheet-anchor, and you will ride out 
the Storm. Tam, GENTLEMEN, Se. 
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PREFACE, 
E that becomes an Author, without civilly accoſting 

the Reader at the Beginning, is thought to in- 
trench upon good Manners : In pure Compliance to this 
Cuſtom, the Sailor, wwho never entered the Liſts before, 
with due Submiſſion addreſſes the Reader. Te 

He is ſenſible there is nothing !o recommend theſe 
Sheets, but Matter of Fa#t beyond Controverſy , which is 
related without Flowers or Gloſſes. A ſweet Period, or 
a delicate Cadence, is what his Profeſſion is unacquainted 
with: There needs no Finery of Language, or a pompous 
Parade of Words in a meer Narrative. 
IF he has advanced what may . to be ſevere; be 
anſwers, Better the Guilty be detected, and feel the 
Weight of the Nation's Indignation, than the Innocent 
continue to be further injured and oppreſſed. Mr. Pope 
ſays, ©* There is a Pleaſure in relating the Truth; which 
« ig a Vanity at leaſt as excuſable as any Vanity can be, 
« when ſo many miſchievous Inſects are eternally at 
« work in cenſuring and calummating People of Merit, 
« that they may have the Satisfaftion of ſeeing them 
© looked upon no better than they bei ſolves deſerve. 

« Though an honeſt Mind is not ia the Power of any 
& difhoneſt one, let his Station be ever ſo exalted; and 
« to break it's Peace, there muſt be ſome Guilt or Con- 
C ſciouſneſs, which is inconſiſtent with it's own Princi- 
« ples; yet Malice and Injuſtice have their Day, like 
„ ſome ſhort-lived Vermin, that die in ſhooting their own 
« Slings. Falſhood is Folly, and Liars and Calumnia- 
«© tors at laſt hurt none but themſelves, even in this 
« World: In the next, it is Charity to ſay, God have 
« Mercy upon them! They were the Devil's Vicege- 
« rents upon Earth, who is the Father of Lies, and I 
fear has a Right to aiſpoſe of them. 
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NARRATIVE. 


H E Nation, amongſt other Advan- 
tages, poſſeſſes in an eminent Degree 
the moſt valuable Privileges of having 
the Throne open to the Petitions of the 

Subjects, and enquiring into the true Cauſes of all 
Miſcarriages relating to the Government: Theſe En- 

joyments, with the Liberty of the Preſs, have been 
always a Check upon an Adminiſtration, and the 


Means to ſecure and preſerve our Religion, Laws and 
Liberties. 


A Miniſter, an Admiral, a General, or any pub- 
lic Officer, the Inſtruments of the Royal Authority, 
are inveſted with the Power to do good, but are 
teſtrained from doing ill. While they with a Dis 
Idtcreitednefs, a Candor, and a Nobleneſs of Soul, 
uſe their Talents and Capacities in Purſuit of the true 
Intcreſts of their Country; and by their Prudence 
yd Courage ſurmount all Obſtacles and Difficulties z 
Mile pure Reaſon, Fortitude and Military Virtue 
| - to be the Rule of their Will, with a juſt 

cernment in chuſing, and a Steadineſs in purſuing 
the beſt and wiſeſt Councils. When they govern 
With Wiſdom and Moderation, and unite in the fame 
Mew to preſerve Independence Abroad and Union 

Home; when they puniſh Evil and reward Merit 
h Diſtinction, employ the Superiority of their Ge- 


. B nius 
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nius only to make their Maſters Commands reſpected, 
and to add Strength to his Intereſt and Influence A- 
broad, in defeating and fruſtrating all the Deſigns 
and Attempts of his Enemies; ſuch an excellent 
Conduct, ſuch a warm Zeal for the public Good, 
never fail to receive great Applauſe : The Nation 
with one Voice pays all due Homage in ſinging the 
Praiſes of ſo much ſuperior Merit, But if, on the 
contrary, any of theſe Men who are Officers -of the 
executive Power, ſhould not be Men of ſound Judg- 
ment; whole Reflection and Experience have rectifi- 
ed their Faults, but think every thing due to their 
ſuperficial Talents; Men whoſe Reſolutions are not 
fixed and ſteady, who are capricious and inconſtant, 
and continue to have the Vanity to think themſelves 
much wiſer than others; incapable of reaching the 
Heights and Depths of their Profeſſion, who have 
neither Wiſdom to diſtinguiſh what is juſt, Virtue to 
adhere to, nor Courage to put it in Execution; who 
are led by Inclination and Affection, Malice and Re- 


ſentment in the Service of the Public; ſuch ought to 


be looked upon as the' Enemies of the State, and 
whether they fall into Errors and Blunders, by Pride, 
Ambition, and the different Paſſions which poſſeſs 
the Heart of a turbulent Spirit, or through wilful- 
neſs, Ignorance and Surprize, the People deteſt them, 
and load them with Imprecations. 


The Miſcarriage of our Fleet in the Mediterranean 


is become a general Topic in Converſation, We 


have all along flattered ourſelves, eſpecially as ſo 
much Care had been taken to ſupply and reinforce 
that Fleet, till at laſt there were not more Ships 
left at Home, than were abſolutely neceſſary to 
diſappoint and defeat any Deſigns that might poſ- 
ſibly be attempted by the Breſt and Rochfort Squa- 
drons ; that fo great a Force, ſupported at ſuch an 
immenſe 


KY 


immenſe Expence, fo great a length of Time, with 
the Aid and Aſſiſtance of our good and powerful 
Ally, the King of Sardinia, would diſconcert all the 
Projects of our Enemies in that Quarter of the World, 
and infallibly fruſtrate the ambitious Views of Spain, 
in ſettling Don Philip in Lombardy; and if the com- 
bined Fleets of France and Spain came out to Sea, 
ſo great was our Dependence on the Strength of our 
Fleet, that we ſeemed to be perfectly ſure that their 
Deſtruction muſt inevitably enſue, Then all Mur- 
muring among the People, under Pretence that the 
public Treaſury was exhauſted in maintaining uſeleſs 
Fleets would have ceaſed, when our Mediterancan 
Fleet had the Glory to finiſh a War, whereby our 
Commerce has ſo much languiſhed, and our Strength 
diminiſhed, and brought about an advantageous and 
honourable Peace, where this Commerce flouriſhed 
again under the Protection of our wife Laws, and 
Plenty became univerſal. But, alas! how great is 
our Diſappointment, when we find this Opportunity 
loſt, and the ſevere Neceſſity we are under of con- 
tinuing theſe great Expences! Whether this Misfor- 
tune has proceeded from want of Experience in a 
great Command (agreeable to the late Duke of A.- 
Ole's Obſervation) or a Capacity to execute ſo great 
a Deſign, Strength of Judgment, Military Diſcip- 
line, precipitate Changes, a ready Vivacity in ap- 
plying Expedients to what may have diſcompoſed 
the moſt prudential and beſt concerted Mealures : 
Prudence, Addreſs and Policy at all Conjunctures, to 
prevent any ſudden Diforder and Confuſion, or Mi- 
conduct in the inferior Officers, Vigilance and Dex- 
terity to ſurprize and attack, Reſolution to face Pain 
and Death, Neglect and Remiſneſs in the Execution 
of their Duty, with a ſtrict and ſpeedy Obſervance 
of all Orders; yet the Nation, thus injured, has an 
undoubted Right to make an Enquiry and cry aloud 
tor Juſtice : To puniſh with the utmoſt Rigour is 

B 2 Brutality 
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Brutality and not Juſtice : But here, where the In- 
tereſt of the Publick 1s fo greatly concerned, a too 
extenſive Good-nature, which has not Force to pu- 
niſh ſo much Evil, would not be a Virtue, but a 
Weakneſs, which might produce the worſt of Con- 
ſequences. It is to be hoped that this will become 
the Wiſdom of a parliamentary Enquiry, as it is at 
leaſt of an equal Importance with the unhappy Por- 
teous's Affair; and then every Thing will be ſeen 
to the Bottom: They whole Intereſt it is to ſtudy 
to throw Obſcurity over the moſt important Par- 
ticulars, will be managed with ſo much Dexterity, 
that what they endeavour ſo artfully to conceal, 
will be drawn from them by Degrees. Altered 
and forged Log-Books will be diſcovered, by whom 
dictaled and by whom ſuperviſed, together with the Sub- 
ornation of Evidence ta ſupport theſe Iniquities ?. No- 
thing will eſcape the Penetration of ſuch a Scrutt- 
ny; the Juſtice of the Nation will be fatisfied 
Matters will be digeſted- with ſo much Clearneſs, 
that the Publick will be eaſily led to the Truth, 
with Order, Perſpicuity and Brevity; the known 
Partiality of Courts-Martial will be baffled; the Pre- 
judices and Paſſions of ſuch who act either from Am- 
bition and Intereſt, or falſe Gratitude and Affection 
will be triumphed over; the Innocent will be juſti- 
fied, the Guilty will be detected, and feel all the 
Vengeance of a parliamentrry Indignation, and their 
Puniſhment, Cenfure, and Diſgrace, will ſerve as a 
laſting Monument and ſtanding Record to deter 0- 
thers from the like Offences, 


In the mean Time a Sea Officer, an impartial 
and diſintered Perſon, who ſaw the Conduct of 
both Fleets from the beginning to the end, and 


has 


2 Before the Enquiry is at an End this will be found to be 
too much the Cale. 
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has acquired Experience and Judgment enough to 
diſtinguiſh their Diſpoſition, and to make ſome pro- 
per Remarks on the different Motions of both, pure- 
ly to repreſent Truth, leſt the Publick ſhould be by 
prejudiced Appearances, or Paſſions, he is tempted 


to publiſh this Narrative. However unequal he may 


be to the Taſk, he ſtrictly adheres to the Truth, and 
neither exaggerates, nor extenuates the many Neg- 
lets which were too conſpicuous and notorious to 
eſcape his Obſervation, or to be conteſted ; he only 
ſpeaks ſuch Truths as cannot be denied, and ad- 
vances nothing where Evidence and Conviction are 
wanting. The ample Proot and Confirmation there- 
of -will hereafter appear, when a public Examina- 
tion is made, until which Time, for the Veracity of 
what he relates, he appeals to the Conſcience of 
every Man who was in the Fleet. Let them be 
interrogated, every judicious Man, who thus takes 
the Pains to be informed, will be thoroughly con- 
vinced of the Certainty and Faithfulneſs of this Re- 
lation; the Feeling and Sentiments of all honeſt 
Hearts confirm and authorize it ; and the Publick 
will find that the Author has had no other Intereſt 
or Motive than to guard them againſt vulgar Preju- 
dices, mean Diſſimulation, or the Artifice of bale, 
deſigning Men, 


The Suſpenſion of a Vice-Admiral of the White- 
Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet, and ſending him 
home in the Sah/oury, with Merchant Ships under 
her Convoy, at ſo critical a Conjuncture, when his 
Experience and Knowledge might be neceſſary, are 
extraordinary Inſtances of the Power and unbound- 
ed Authority of an Admiral abroad ; and what 
makes it more ſurprizing, this Vice-Admiral was 
thought to be fo conſummate and experienced a 
Commander by his Majeſty, that the other Admi- 

ral 
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ral had Leave lately to come Home for the Re- 
covery of his Health, and a Commiſſion was ſent 
out appointing him Commander in Chief in the 
Mediterranean, therefore the Aſtoniſhment of the 
Public 1s continued, that he was not in that Caſe 
kept abroad at Mahon, or where he could not do 
Harm, until the King ſhould ſignify his Pleaſure b. 
Many Perſons are alarmed, and cannot poſlibly judge 
or ſurmiſe any Cauſe for this Proceeding ; number- 
leſs and various are the Reaſons given by others; 
ſome attribute it to Treaſon or Cowardice ; others 
are filly enough to affirm it to be for holding a 
Correſpondence with the Enemy, or being in Concert 
with the diſaffected Perſons, who were to favour 
the Invaſion in Behalf of the Pretender ; nothing 
leſs flagrant ſay they, conſidering all Circumſtances, 
can juſtify ſuch a new and unprecedented Stretch of 
Command in a Brother Admiral, Who is known not 
to be governed by the Caprices of a proud and an uneven 
Temper, bnt has too much Moderation and Contempt of 
all worldly Grandeur to be agitated by a Guſt of Paſ- 
lions or Affections in the Poſſeſſion of an extenſive Com- 

mand, 


£4 b Adnmiralty-Office, toth December, 1743. 
PR, 

My Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty having thought pro- 
per to appoint you Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Ships in 
the Mediterranean, in the Abſence of Admiral Matthews, I am 
commanded by their Lordſhips to acquaint you, that a Commiſſion 
appointing you to that Poſt, together with an Order for your obey- 
ing his Majeſty's Orders ſignified to you by the Secretaries of State; 

and Powers to adminiſter the Oaths, and aſſemble Court-Martials, 
are ſent to Admiral Matthews, who will deliver them to you, on 
his reſigning the Command of the Fleet to you. 


I am, Sir, Your's, &c. 
Tuo. CorBETT. 


P. S. Admiral Mathews has alſo a Commiſlion, appointing 


you Vice-Admiral of the White Squadron, which he is 
directed to deliver to you. 


To Vice-Admiral LESTOCx, &c. 


2222. y . ̃ 1  Y Www OY — wy > © B 


w 9 


[FL] 

mand, or the Rank due to his Merit (in the many Ser- 
vices done his Country) as Rear-Admiral of England, 
and Admiral of the White Squadron of his Majeſty's 
Fleet. It has been obſerved by the Sea Officers, that 
had any Part of the Vice-Admiral's Conduct diſ- 
pleaſed in the late Fight with the Spaniards, the 
Admiral who commanded was too good an Officer 
(for Inſtance Sir Robert Fobnſton's Diſmiſſion) to 
have ſuffered him to have continued his Authority 
after that, and in Sight of the Enemy, when a more 
general Action was expected every Moment: Like- 
wiſe it has been ſaid, that he did not obey immedi- 
ately the Signal to give over chaſing the Enemy 
the ſccond Day after the Battle, when they eſcaped 
with their lame Ships; for a Frigate of twenty 
Guns was ſent after him ©: In ſhort, all that we are 
able to gather from ſo many different Accounts, is 
the Certainty that theſe Gentlemen never lived in 
any Friendſhip or Harmony; whenever they met 
they were Oppoſites; (but ſurely it is to be ſuppoſed 
that the ſuperior Admiral is a wiſe and cool-headed 
Man, and would not ſuffer any private Piques, old 
Gruages, and Arimoſities to interfere with his Majeſty's 
Service and the public Good.) * And that after the 

Fleet 


e The Winchelſza was the Ship; whoſe Captain told the Vice- 
Admiral, that it was the Admiral's Directions to give over Chace, 
and to come into the Fleet, and keep near to him. 

d The Extracts of the following Letters is a Specimen of Admi- 
ral Mathews's genteel Deportment to Mr. Leftock, if not, a Proof 
of premeditated Malice, and III-will. 


3 Neptune, Hieres Road, gth Novenber, 1742. 


Captain Lovett has told me your good Intentions towards him, 
in removing him into a Fourth-Rate; at the ſame Time, you think 
of removing Captain Lingen from the Elizabeth to be my Captain. 
The Elizabeth, I think, is as good a Seventy Gun Ship as any the 
King has ; and as Captain Lingin was put into her from the Cam- 
bridge by his Friend and Relation, Sir Fobu N s, I muſt 


ſuppole, 
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Fleet got into Mahon Harbour, there was a Paper 
War carried on between them; where it is faid, that 
the junior Flag at laſt was led by his Attachment 
to his King and Country, and in Juſtification to him- 
ſelf, to ſpeak in very ſtrong Terms, and with too 
little Reſpect, conſidering the know Cuſtom and 
Practice at Sea, which is never to ſpeak Truth in 


Contradiction 


ſuppoſe, if he has not been guilty of ſome extraordinary Crime, it 
is doing him an Injury; and if he has been guilty of ſuch, I ſhould 
at leaſt know it before I can give my Opinion (if my Opinion be 
neceſſary) for or againſt what is propoſed by the Meſſage from you 
by Captain Lower? to, Sir, hs 
Your's, &c. 


Rich. LESTOCk. 


Namur, in Hieres Road, 10th Nov. 1742. 
SIR, 


I defired Captain Lewett to acquaint you, that he had been 
ſtrongly recommended to me by ſeveral People, moſt of whom 
I was deſirous of obliging, and that I deſigned to give him a Fourth 
Rate, and to appoint Captain Lingen to be Captain of the Neptune, 
Judging he would be an agreeable Perſon to you, as you had bred 
him up, conſequently was well acquainted with him, In Anſwer 
to which, you are pleaſed to write me a Letter, the Contents of 
which are paſt my Underſtanding ; except you mean, that no Per- 


ſon ought to be appointed your Captain, but by Way of Puniſh- 


ment for any Crimes he may have committed, and you to be ac- 
quainted with them, that you may judge whether or no thoſe 
Crimes deſerve ſo ſevere a Puniſhment. I am, Sir, 


Your's, &c. 
Tuo. MaTrtEws. 


Neptune, Hieres Road, 12th Now. 1742. 
SIR, 


I have the Favour of your Letter of the 10th Inſtant 3 I am 


| ſorry 1 ſhould write any Thing to you, not plainly to be under- 


ſtood, and therefore I take the Liberty to explain it thus. If it be 
Preferment, or a Favour conferred on Captain Lovett to remove 
him from being my Captain, to the Command of a Fifty Gun 
Ship, it is, without Doubt, a Preferment to the Captain of a Fifty 
Gun Ship to have the Elizabeth, and conſequently, in my Opi- 
nion, an Injury to the Perſon put to be Captain of this Ship _ 

& 


[9] 


Contradiction to your ſuperior Officer, even if it 
ſhould happen to be in Defence of your own un- 
blemiſhed Reputation, and abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Execution of his Majeſty's Service. Itis a Max- 
im only to ſpeak ſuch Truths as will be agreeable 
to him, otherwiſe you are never to be forgiren, To 

conclude, 


the Elizabeth; for, as I underſtand it, Captain Lovett is to be 
removed, that Chance may put it in his Power to make his For- 
tune, which by being here it is not, and, by the ſame Parity of 
Reaſon, he who comes here has it put out of his Power. 

Captain Lingen I brought up, and he has been always very 
grateful in his Acknowledgments to me, but he has had a Com- 
mand upwards of thirty-two Years, and 15 now between fifty and 
ſixty Years of Age, I need not trouble you with my Age and Con- 
ſtitution ; but I am obliged to ſay, for the Supper of the Honour 
of the Flag I bear, that a young and active Man is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for a Captain to me, and indeed to all Admirals. and when 
I loſe Captain Lovett, J hope to have ſuch a one.—I do not point 
out to vou whom you ſhould prefer, but the eldeſt Maſter and Com- 
mander is George Stepney, who is a young and active Man. Not 
that I know any more of him, than on the Service; he has been 
imployed in ſince 1 have been on this Voyage, but by what I have 
ſaid, I do not intend. to diſpute your Authority, being, Sir, 


'Your's,. Tic, 
R. LEsTOCK. 


Namur, in Villa Franca Harbour, Now. 16th, 1743. 
SIX, 


You cannot poſſibly be more deſirous of commanding in chief, 
than I am of reſigning; it is my real Opinion that one of us two 
will go home, and that ſoon, but it is not in my Power yet to ſay 
which of us will go; let that be as it may, I will take Leave to 
give you a Piece of good Advice: In the firſt Place, treat your 
Captains with more Decency, and in the Manner Officers ought to 
be. It ill becomes a commanding Officer to ſend for Sail-makers 
into his Cabbin, and to aſk him Queſtions, which, by cheir Na- 
ture, are leading to accuſe Captains of indirect Practices, the 
Conſequences of which you are full well acquainted with. Indeed 
it is the firſt Time I ever knew that a Flag-Othcer gave himſelt 
the Trouble of ſending for other Ships Sails to repair them in his 
own Ship, the doing of which (particularly that Ship's Sails) ap- 
pears to me 1n a very odd Light, as does the latter Part of your 
Eetter to Captain Ambroſe, in Anſwer to an Officer-like, well-bred 

C Letter ; 
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conclude, either the one or the other muſt be to 
blame; the Superior in depriving his Majeſty of 
the Service at this Time, of ſo able and brave an 
Officer, or the Inferior in doing ſomething deſery- 
ing of this Cenſure; and until the Papers which 
have paſſed between them are publiſhed, © or an 

Enquiry 


Letter ; all Kind of Stores belonging to the King are to be made 
Uſe of for the Good of his Service. I am no Storekeeper, but 
when any Demands are bronght me, I ſupply them, if any ſuch 
be in any of the Ships under my Command : I do not remember 
that I ever made that Reply to any Commander, nor indeed do I 
believe it was ever done before by any Flag. It is the Captain's 
Duty to make known his Wants to his commanding Officer, and I 
take Leave to ſay it is his Duty to ſupply thoſe Wants, if judged 
to be ſuch by him, and they are to be had either a-float, or on 
Shore. Such Replies are peeviſh and waſpiſh, and unbecoming the 
Dignity of a commanding Officer, 


I am Your's, Ec. 
Tuo. MaTrHews- 


- Neptune, Hieres Read, Now, 18th, 1743. 
SIR, | 

I do not underſtand your ſaying that I cannot poſſibly be more de- 
krousof commanding in chief than you are of reſigning, and it is your 
real Opinion, that one of us two will go home, and that ſoon, c. 

I am always glad to be adviſed, but will not take up your Time 
in anſwering the long Paragraph in your Letter relating to the Ru- 
pert, any more than that her Rudder was on her Deck, ſhe was 
Caulking, and the Captain ſent to me defiring to heel, when his 
Rudder was hung, and the Caulking compleat ; in Regard to thoſe 
Circumſtances, and to thoſe only, f ſent for the Sails to this Ship: 
And as to my Anſwer to the Captain's Letter, I had told him, I 


would, on writing to me, ſupply every Specie of Store deſired, and 


to be had, but as Demands were Scraps of Paper, I would not 
have them made to me, only ſuch as were to be ſent to Mabon to 
the Commiſſioner : This had been told to other Captains as well as 
to him, before the Letter he takes Notice of. I am, Sir, 

Your's, &c. 


Rick. LzssTack. 


© The Papers band been publiſhed with Remarks on, and An- 
ſwers to this Pamphlet. But whatever Satisfaction theſe original 
Papers might give the Publicy to ſhow where the Fault — oy 
: emarks 
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Enquiry can be made, we muſt ſuſpend our Judg. 
ment. But if we were to judge from the ſuſpended 
Gentleman's Conduct, we may ſoon hope to fee 
him extinguiſh all Scandal, like the Sun who no ſooner 
appears than he puts an End to the Stinks which a 
Fog has raiſed: However, it will be doing Jul- 
tice to the Public and to this Gentleman, betore 
we go any farther to take a View of his Cha- 
racter. | 

We find when the late Lord Torrington, who 
was a great Sea-Officer, introduced him to the 
King, he was pleaſed to fay, That he took the 
Liberty to recommend to his Majeſty's Favour one 
of the moſt able, and the beſt Quarter-deck Offi- 
cers that ever had been bred at Sea. This has 
been always the Judgment of every Sea Officer, 
even Mr. Leſtoch's Enemies cannot help acknow- 
ledging his great Capacity and Underſtanding : 
That he is indefatigable in his Duty, knowing, 
well qualified, and fo perfectly acquainted with 
every Branch of the Navy ; that the Difficulties of 
the greateſt Command cannot exceed the Bounds 
and Extent of his Genius, It appears, that he has 
been conſtantly employed in his Majeſty's Service 
from his Infancy ; never any Length of Time on 
the Half Pay : Conſequently with no more than 
equal Talents, he muſt excel thoſe in Knowledge 
and Experience, who have lived aſhore any Num- 
ber of Years, and are but newly returned to retrieve 


what they have loſt, by a long Abſence from their 


Trade. 
Theſe Talents, both natural and acquired, en- 
deared him to Admiral Vernon; and he no ſooner 
C-2 joined 


Remarks and Anſwers were fo trifling, weak, and inſignificant, 
that they were not thought deſerving of a Reply; as they ſeemed 
rather to illuſtrate the many glaring Truths, and ſtrong Arguments 


or this Book, than to controvert, aud prove the Falſhood and Ma- 


lignity of them. 
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L 12 | 
joined him at Jamaica, than that braye Officer, in 
Juſtice to his Merit, gave him a Commiſſion to 
wear a diſtinguiſhing Pendant, and appointed a 
Captain to the Boyne under him. 

When the Fleet returned from Cartbagena to Port 
Royal, he was diſpatched home with the three Deck- 
Ships, where he arrived at the Time that the French 
and S727 Squadrons were triumphantly carrying on 
the Settlement of Don Philip in Italy: He, there- 
fore, as the propereſt Perſon, was fent with a Re- 
inforcement to the Aid and Aſſiſtance of Admiral 
Haddock ; but when he got to Mahon, he found 
that Gentleman from an Indiſpoſition, altogether 
incapable of commanding, with the greateſt Part 
of the Fleet very ſickly and unfit for Sea ?; while 
the Spaniards continued to ſend, and carry on their 
Embarkations to La with all imaginable Succeſs. 

No Time was loſt by this active Officer; and by 
great Diligence and conſtant Attendance, the Fleet 
was equipped and many of the Ships carecned. The 
Seamen were recovered from the Hoſpital, and by 

e | EN: reducing 


Extract of a Letter from Admiral Haddock, 4% Mr. Leſtock, 
Mahon, 67% March, 1741. 


SIR, 

Incloſed goes the Copy of an Order I have thought fit to deli ve: 

to the Captains of his Majeſty's Ships, for their obſerving ſuch Di- 

rections as you ſhall give them, during my Indiſpoſition, for the 

more ſpeedy Equipping, and getting their Ships reſpectively in a 

Readineſs for the Sea, &c. = 1 
x 8 


* 


K. 


B; Nicholas Haddock, £/q; Rear- Admiral of the Red Squa- 
Gron, &C. and Commaniaer in Chief, &c. 


Whereas it is abſolutely neceſſary, from the Indiſpoſition I am 
at preſent ſubje& to, that the Equipment of the Squadron in all 
Reſpects ihould be carried on by the Direction of Commodore 
Leſloch, the fecond Officer in Command, you are therefore hereby 
required, and directed, to cauſe the Ship you command be kept in 


. a conſtant Readineſs for the Sea, and to obſerve Mr. Leftock's Or- 


ders, 
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reducing every Ship's Complement in Proportion, 
with the additional Help of five hundred Soldiers 


from the Iſland, they were all in a Condition to ſail 
in much leſs Time than could have been expected: 
But it ſeems, as the Admiral's Health could not per- 
mit him to go to Sea, it was judged by a Council 
of War, only neceſſary to ſend out five or ſix Sail un- 
der the Command of a Captain ,, Theſe Ships were 
juſt upon failing, when the Folkflon from Marſcilles 
brought certain Intelligence of the Diſpoſition of the 
Enemy; upon which Mr. Leſtock made a proper 
Repreſentation to the Admiral, with his Opinion of 
the Conſequences of ſending ſo ſmall a Force, which 
prevailed ſo far, as to cauſe a Council of War to be 
called, where it was unanimouſly agreed, that it was 

requiſite 


ders, for the preſent, in every Thing that ſhall be moſt conducive 
to the Equipment of the Squadron, and in Conſequence the Service 
of his Majeſty. Dated at 6th March, 1741. 
| N s H *. 
To the Captains and Commanders of his | 
Majzeſty's Ships and Veſſels in Port. 


Extract of Mr. Haddock's Crder to Mr. Leſtock, for Jolding @ 


Council of War ; dated Mahon, the 20th March, 1741. 
That ſince had taken a Reſolution of proceeding with the Squadron 


© to Sea, ſuch Intelligence of the Situation of the combined Squadrons is 
come to Hand; and as from my Indiſpoſition I am ſtill ſubje& to, 
obliges me to recommend it to you, as the Second Officer in Com- 
- mand, to call a Council of War on this important Affair, in which 


to conſult what was moſt practicable to be done for the Service of 


his Majeſty; and having incloſed Extracts of what has come to my 


Knowledge relating to the ſaid Intelligence, with an Extract of his 
Majeſty's late Commands, from his Majeſty's principal Secretary of 
State, I recommend it to the Council of War, to conſult the pro- 


| pereſt Meaſures to be taken, at this Conjuncture of Affairs, and 
Whether the whole Squadron do proceed, or to imploy the 
dleaneſt, and beſt ſailing Ships on the propereſt Stations, there to 

©, cruize, and obtain Intelligence of the Enemy, and prevent any 
 Embarkation being carried on. 
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requiſite for the whole Fleet immediately put to 
Sea h. 


And a Council of War was held on board his Majeſty's Ship 
Neptune, the 21ſt March, 1741, in Conſequence of the foregoing 
Letter to Mr, Leftock. | 


Prefident, Ricuary LESTOCK, Eſq; 


Captains, Terwick Cayley. James Cornwall, 
William Martin. John Toller. 
Hon. Fitz-Roy H. Lee. Thomas Smith. 
Curtis Barnett. John Towry. 
George Sclater. 


8 Ambroſe. 
on. ſohn Forbes. 
Temple Weſt. 
Solomon Gideon. 


Nicholas Robinſon. 
Charles Watſon. 
James Lloyd. 


Richard Hughs. Eſſex Holcombe. 
Nathaniel Watſon, William Dilke. 
William Rowley. John Lovett. 


Upon maturely conſidering the Directions of Nicholas Haddock, 
Eſq; Rear-Admiral of the Red, and Commander in Chief of his 
Majeſty's Ships in and about the Mediterranean, bearing Date the 
20th Inſtant, defiring our Opinions upon the preſent Conjuncture 


of Affairs, if it be neceſſary to proceed with the whole Squadron to 


Sea, or to imploy properly, on different Stations, the cleaneſt, and 
beſt ſailing Cruiziers, c. and having for that Purpoſe laid before 
us his lateſt Intelligence, with an Abſtract of Part of a Letter from 
his Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle, his Majeſty's principal Secretary 
of State, ſignifying his Majeſly's Pleaſure to the ſaid Admiral; and 
upon the ſeveral Intelligences, and the ſaid Abſtract of his Grace's 
Letter, a Majority of the Council are of Opinion, that the ſending 
out a proper Number of Cruizers, will be more for his Majeſty's 
Service, than the whole Squadron at preſent putting to Sea. 


b 4bRira? of My. Leſtock's Repreſentation, dated 26 March, 
1742, to Admiral Haddock. 


That on the 25th w=—— 1742, Captain Gorey Balchen of the 
Falkftene arrived here in two Days from Marſeilles; that he had 
Intelligence, that the Infant Don Philip was at 4iſe, and daily ex- 
pected at Marſeilles, from thence to go to Toulon, and from that 
Port to Antibes, and there to embark for 1taly on Galleys ; — 
that the French Squadron are in no Conditlon for the Sea; — that 
the Spaniſt Squadron are in the Harbour of Toulon, within Fort 
Louis, and are going into the Baſon two at a Time, all the reſt lay 
rigged (having been ſupplied with Maſts by the French.) In the 
ſaid Harbour there are ſaid to be fifteen in Number. By this 
Intelligence, the Span:/+ are always twelve in Number, in Readi- 
neſs to puſh out, and the French are ready with their * 

orward 


ut to 


's Ship 
regoing 


n. 


| [ 15] 
, 1942—— Accordingly, the Fleet failed in the 
Beginning of April 1742, under the Direction of 
| Mr. 
£ | 


S-ward the Embarkations. It was therefore Mr. Leflock's Opi- 
nion, that with ſo noble a Squadron as we could command, we 


mould put out to Sea, and not depend only on fix Ships, eſpecially 


as the whole Squadron wanted nothing that the Iſland could ſup- 
ly ; that it was needleſs for the Admiral and him to lay longer in 
Rat Harbour; that he was for putting to Sea with at leaſt ſix Ships 
ore than ordered, which would be a ſufficient Force to block up 
de Spaniſh Squadron, or be a Match for them if they came out, as 
well as deter the Galleys from attempting to carry on the Em- 
Farkatn or tranſporting ſome Horſe, which were ready for that 
pedition. He names himſelf for the commanding theſe Ships, 
as being in a Rank above a private Captain, and as the Admiral 
will thereby, on any Accid-nt, be Jeſs accountable, than by what 
may happen to the Captain he may appoint on this Occaſion. He 
concludes, offering his Opinion purely for the Sake of his Majeſ- 

ty's Service, and the Eaſe and Satisfaction 1 the N 
D K. 


Upon Receipt of the above Repreſentation, another Council of 
War was held on board his Majeſty's Ship Neptune, Mahon Har- 
bonr, 29. March, 1742. 

Preſident Richard Leſtock, Eſq; and preſent the Captains of his 
Majeſty's Ships, who have hereunto ſigned their Names. 

In Conſequence of the Repreſentation made by Richard Leftock, 
Eſq; bearing Date the 26th Inſtant, and a Copy whereof is here- 
gnto-annexed, fg with the Order of Nicholas Haddack, Eſq; 
Rear-Admiral of the Red, and Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
xity's Ships and Veſſels, employed, and to be employed, in and 
out the Mediterranean. for holding the ſaid of Council War, in 
Parſuance of the Repreſentation above-mentioned, and the ſeveral 
Points to be deliberated, upon being contain'd in the Admirals 
Order here mentioned, a Copy of which is hereunto annexed. 

* The firſt Queſtion put by the Preſident to the Council of War, 
If the preſent Number of Cruizers already appointed, and conſiſt- 
Ing of ſix Sail of the Line, be ſufficient or not for the Execution 
at preſent of his Majeſty's Service, by the Repreſentation made to 
the Admiral by Mr. Leſtock? On which Queſtion the Council of 
War were unanimouſly of Opinion that they were not, 
+ The next Queſtion enſuing thereupon was, What Number of 
$hips are farther neceſſary to be imployed in the preſent Exigency, 
and what Rate the Ships ſhould be, (that ſhall be appointed) as 
hear as may be? 
+ The Opinion of the whole Council of War was unanimous, 


that the whole Squadron ſhould go to Sea as ſoon as poſſible, and 
Ekewiſe the Fircſhips, Pee 


x 
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Mr. Leftock i, who ſoon after was authoriſed by his 
Majeſty to take the Command upon him k. The 
Moment we appeared off Toulon, where the French 
and Spaniſh Squadrons had been ſome Time after 
their Return from 7aly; a general Alarm enſued, 
the Batteries were repairea with great Diligence, 


double 


Purſuant then to this ſecond Reſolution, it being moved, that in 
Conſideration of the Time which it may unavoidably require to 
embark the 500 Soldiers, ordered by the commanding Officer of 
the Iſland of Minorca for the Service of his Majeſty's Ships, ſome 
of the cleaneſt ſmall Ships, or Frigates, ſhould immediately be ſent 
out, as well for Intelligence, as to intercept any ſmall Embark- 
ation that inay be going to Zaly, which likewiſe was unanimouſly 
agreed to, Sign'd, 

RIcHARD LESTOCk, Preſident. 
Thomas Cayley. William Rowley. William Martin. 
George Sclater. Nicholas Robinſon. Charles Watſon. 


Solomon Gideon. William Dilke. James Cornewal. 
Henry Lee. John Toller. Ph. Vincent. 
John Compton. J. Ruſſell. T. Weſt. 
George Balchen. J. Lovett. Thomas Smith. 
C. Barnett. J. Towrey. J. Ambroſe. 
Edm. Williams. J. Forbes. J. Lloyd. 


Eſſex Holcombe. 


i The Fleet was exerciſed in a Line of Battle, between Mabon 
and Toulon, according to the fourth Article of the Admiral's In- 
ſtructions, eſtabliſhed by his Majeſty in Council. 

IV 


When he is at Sea, he is frequently to exerciſe 

To exerciſe the N the Ships under his Command, and draw them 

Squadron fre- & into Lines of Battle, when the Weather is fair, 

quently. and the ſame can be done without Interruption 
to the Voyage. 


k Extract of a Letter from the D—— of Ne, to Mr. Leſ- 
tock, dated 3d April, 1742. 


STIR, | 

By Letter from Mr. Haddock, dated February 1. his M 
had the Satisfaction to find, that you was ſafely arrived at Port 
Mahon, with the Ships under your Command. Mr. Haddock, in 
the ſame Letter repreſents, that, on Account of his ill State of 
Health, he was obliged to defire, that his M——y would be pleaſed 
to appoint ſome Perſon to the Command of the Squadron, or to 


permit him to reſign that Command to the Segigr Officer _ 
| =_- im; 
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double manned, more Guns mounted, new Fortifica- 
tions raiſed, Booms got acroſs the Harbour's Mouth, 
and all the military and neceſſary Preparations made, 
as if they immediately expected a ſudden Attack at 
that Port. 

Their Situation, Strength and Forwardneſs being 

rfectly viewed and conſidered; then by an excel- 
poi well judged Diſpoſition of the Squadron, all 
along the Coaſt of Catalonia, Provence and [taly, there 
was the finiſhing Stroke put to the Spaniſb Progreſs. 
Some ' Veſſels were taken and deſtroyed, one of 
which was burnt in Sight of Toulon and the united 
Fleets; and the Embarkations then on Foot were 
entirely fruſtrated, diſcontinued, and all the Troops 
diſembarked ; the Infant of Spain, who was to have 
gone by Sea to his new Kingdom, being then at An- 
tibes with the Royal Galleys of Spain, found it now 
impracticable, and did not attempt it, or indeed any 
Embarkation. The French continued to be under 


great Apprehenſions, eſpecially in Regard to their 


extenſive Trade, which was not the leaſt of their 
Fears; and they were taught that their Policy, 
which they had ſo long practiſed in amuſing and 
captivating other Nations with Wiles and Artifice, 
could not avail. 


him; and we have fince had an Account, that he had actually 
quitted it to you. In that Caſe, the K—yg doubts not but Mr. Had- 
dock will have put into your Hands the ſeveral Inſtructions and 
Orders that have been ſent him for his Conduct; and particularly 
thoſe of November 11th and 26th, which you carried from Eng- 
land, and which more immediately relate to the preſent Circum- 
ſtances ; as alſo my ſubſequent Letters of December 3. and Fa- 
mary 5. and 21. But, if Mr. Haddock ſhould have till kept the 
Command, it is his Majeſty's Pleaſure, that upon the Receipt of 
this Letter, you ſhould take it upon you. | 
I muſt not conclude, without congratulating you upon his Ma- 
jeſty's having been pleaſed to promote you to the Rank of Rear- 
Admiral, and moſt heartily wiſh you good Succeſs in all your Un- 
dertakings for the Honour and Service of the King, and your 
Country. I am with great Truth and Regard, Sir, 
| ws Your's, Sc. 
H . N LE. 
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The Spaniſh Army that had been already tranſport- 
ed into Tah, on board and under the Convoy of 
the combined Fleets of France and Spain, with ſeveral 
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other Embarkations which ſoon afterwards followed, th 
dwindled and moulder'd away: They were not only de 
very ſickly, but they deſerted by Thouſands, parti- fu 
cularly to the Venetians, who gave them great Encou- Ne 
ragement, and this entirely owing to the Care that 4 ſu 
was taken to prevent any Supply, Succour, or Re- 1 
inforcement reaching them; whereby this Army, ol 
ſo much the darling Wiſhes and Hopes of the Queen 10 
of Spain, was deprived of all poſſible Means of put- | 
ting her Deſigns in Execution, and forced to lie in 
a State of Inaction in daily Expectation of more 
Force, the real Source of its Miſcarriage, until at 
laſt, inſtead of conquering States and Dominions, it 
was reduced to fo {mall a Remnant, that it was ne- 
ceſſitated to act on the defenſive, and fly from Cor- Br 
ner to Corner ſeeking a Refuge, and leaving, behind | 
it many Inſtances of Diſtreſs, with more and more | 
Deſerters; the common Conſequences of a fugitive a_ 
Army, without a Supply or Recruit |. aft 
This Bu. 
1 Extract of a Letter from Mr. Man, his Majefly's Minifter at Flo- bei 
rence, to Mr. Leſtock. 5. 
Florence, Tune 12. 1742. N. 8. * M: 
The Spani/o and Neapolitan Armies are drawn a little nearer the { car 


Panaro, which ſeparates them from thoſe of the Queen of Hun- 

gary and King of Sardinia ; the Deſertion in the former continues 

ſtill to be very great : You will not, perhaps, be diſpleaſed to ſee 

the incloſed Liſt, which has been given me by this Government, 

and which I am aſſured is very juſt. 

Lift of Spaniſh Deſerters awho have paſſed by Florence, from the 
Month of December, 1741. 
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This Diſpoſition of his Majeſty's Ships had its 
defired Effect; it occaſioned the greateſt Conſter- 
nation to both our public and private Enemies; at 
the ſame Time that it gave Satisfaction and Confi- 
dence to all the King's Allies : They ſaw a power- 
ful Squadron employed in the moſt aſſiduous Man- 
ner, annoying the common Enemy, and aſſiſting and 
ſupporting them, under an active Leader, who had 
nothing more at Heart than the vigilant Execution 
of his Maſter's Commands, and the Service of his 
Country a. Our Merchants at L2ghory, who were 


before 
Brought over —— 5394 
Deſerted when the Troops were at the Gulph) 
a 2150 
of Spexxia. 5 
At Terra del Sole — — 1970 
9514 NY, 


m Extract of a Letter from Mr. Villettes, his Majeſty's Miniſter at 
the Court of Turin, to Myr. Leſtock, dated from the Camp at 
Colegaru, on the Borders of the Panaro, June 6. N. S. 1742. 

SIX. | 

I arrived here the 29th paſt, and was honoured, three Days 
after, with your Letter of the 18th May, O. S. by which you are 
pleaſed to acquaint me with your being come into the Port of Vil- 
la Franca, with the large Ships of your Fleet; and with the reſt 
being ſtationed off Antibes, and the adjacent Coaſts, to keep the 
French and Spaniard; where they are; I fancy it will be an eaſy 
Matter, having every Day more Reaſon to believe, they do not 
care to venture out : It is however good to be vigilant, as it 1s of 
the greateſt Conſequence, and the Fate of Tah, in a great Manner, 
Boy on your preventing the Paſſage of any more Spaniſbꝰ Troops 

y Sea. 

I aſſured the King of Sardinia, nothing would be wanting on 
your Part for that Purpoſe, and that by your laſt Letters, you had 
again deſired me to avouch for your Readineſs to act on all Occa- 
ſions for the Good of the Common Cauſe, with any Part, or all 
the Squadron, and to concert the Operations he may think neceſ- 
ſary with any one he might appoint : That Prince expreſſed his 
Acceptance of theſe Offers in the moſt gracious Manner, and 


F charged me to thank you for them with his Compliments ; adding, 


that he had again repeated his Orders, where it might be neceſ- 
ſary for ſupplying you, and the Fleet under your Command, with 
every Thing you might want which his Country afforded.—I like- 
wiſe made your Compliments to Marquis d' Ormeia, by whom I 
D 2 Was 


(20) 
before in a very deplorable, deſpairing Way, were 
protected, and the Appearance of ſuch a Fleet, diſ- 
poſed of in this Manner, deterred the Spaniards 
from making any Attempt upon that Town, and 
was the Means of preſerving a perfect Tranquility 
there 


was Charged to aſſure you of his Readineſs to comply with any 
'Thing he could imagine that would be agreeable to you. As we 
are encamped near the Queen of Hungary's Army, the Generals 
of which I have frequent Opportunities of ſeeing, particularly the 
Marſhal Traun, who commands it. I have IKewile communi- 
cated your laſt Letter to him; he ſeemed extremely pleaſed with 
the Aſſurance you give of oppoſing the Paſſage of any more of the 
Spaniſh Troops, either from Spain, or the Coaſt of Provence, and 
even of intercepting and cutting off all Communication between 
them and the Army already landed in Tah, under the Command of 
Monſieur Monti mar; and he ſaid, that by this Means, and the 
Oppoſition the King of Sardinia's ſmall Body of Troops would 
make towards the Mountains, Don Philip's Progreſs muſt be effec- 
tually clogged, and that when once that was the Caſe, it would be 
an eaſy Matter for the King of Sardinia and him to deil with Mon- 
ſieur 4 Montemar, and to defeat that Army, even without expoſing 
their own to any conſiderable Loſs. 

He hinted to me, that Monſieur Braitwith, their Commandant 
at Leghorn, had acquainted him, by his laſt Letters, that you had 
detached two or three Frigates to the Adriatic Sea, in order to ſeize, 
or deſtroy, ſome Neapolitan Barks, that were got into the Mouth 
of the Po, at Porto de Goro, and gave no ſmall Uneaſineſs to the 
neighbouring Coaſt, belonging to the 4u/?riax Dominions ; he ex- 
aggerated the Advantage of ſuch a Detachment, and ſaid, that if 
it was not already ſent, it was to be wiſh'd you could think of it. 
I made no Anſwer, but that T would acquaint you with what he 
obſerved on that Head, and that I could afſure him you would rea- 
dily come into it if the Thing was feaſible, and no Way contra- 
dictory to the Orders you may have received from his Majeſty, not 
to divide your Force, but to keep it as much as poſſible united toge- 
ther in the Mediterranean. | 

The King of Sardinia's Secretary at War informed me laſt 
Night, with many Expreſſions of Gratitude and Thanks, that he 
had received Letters from Nice and Villa Franca, by which the 
Commandant there informs him, with your having not only offered, 
but actually furniſhed him with ſeveral Pieces of ſmall Cannon, of 
which he hopes to make good Uſe, for defending the Paſſes of the 
Mountains ; and he added, that he would be glad to have it in his 
Power to make ſome Return for your Civilities, and hearty, and 
friendly Aſſiſtance, I am with great Truth and Reſpe&, Sir, | 

Your's, Tc. 
A—x. V. 
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there =. It was not long before the King of Sardinia 
Epreſſed his Satisfaction in a particular Manner, and 
b not 
| Extract of a Letter from Mr. Goldſworthy bis Majeſty's Con- 


ful at Leghorn, to Mr. Leſtock. 


? Dated the 18th May, 1742, N. S. 


The Appearance of the Fleet abroad at ſuch a critical Junc- 


ture, has intirely diſſipated the Apprehenſions of the Commerce, 
which now eſteems itſelf ſafe from the Inſults of the Spaniards ; 
Sccept their ill Succeſs ſhould oblige them to an involuntary Re- 
treat into Tuſcany, in which Caſe the Recourſe to the Fleet for 
FroeQion, will be much eaſier, and the Intelligence of any Mo- 
fions this way may always be timely conveyed, while it continues 
as at preſent, on ſo proper a Station, to anſwer every good End 
Br the Service of his Majeſty, and the Security of 1taly from 
farther Invaſion. 


Extra? of a Letter from Mr. Man, his Majeſty's Minifter at 
Florence, to Mr. Leſtock. 


Florence, June 12th, 1742, N. S. 


2 


I have received the Letter you have been pleaſed to favour 


* 
k 


me with, of the 22d of May, Q. S. in Anſwer to the two I had 
the Honour to write to you by Captain Godſalve, dated the 1 5th and 
26th of May, N. S. and beg leave to return my Thanks for the 
Notice you have communicated me of the extreme prudent Diſ- 
* you have made of the Ships under your Command, which 
has occaſioned the greateſt Alarm and Conſternation to both our 
blic and private Enemies, at the ſame Time that it gives the 
eateſt Satisfaction and Confidence to all his Majeſty's Allies. 
The particular Manner in which you enter into the Views of 
is Majeſty, by a moſt punctual and vigilant Execution of the 
ing's Commands, with regard to the Commerce of Leghorn, and 
the Protection of his Subjects there, muſt be very agreeable to 
em at this critical ConjunQure, and I flatter myſelf they think 
emſelves perfectly ſecure, and that the Care, Knowledge of the 
gupport, which would be given to the Town of Leghorn, in Caſe 
E need, by his Majeſty's Fleet, will at all Events deter the Spa- 
jards from making any Attempt upon it, and be a Means of 
222 a perfect Tranquility there; but as this may intirely 
epend upon the Motions of the Armies in the Romagna, and the 
Views of Monſieur de Montimar, either in Caſe he ſhould abandon 
his Deſigns upon Lombardy, from an Impoſlibility to execute 
mem, or in Caſe of a Defeat, of which Caſes it is impoſſible at 
preſent to make any certain Judgment, or foreſee the Iſſue, ſo no- 
thing can be more commendable than the Vigilance you ſhew 


in ſo critical a Juncture, which will ſufficiently convince the 


Factory, that, let what will happen, Care will be taken of their 
Pcrſons and Effects. Ex- 


6 4 
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not only ſent his royal Thanks to Mr Zzfock, for 
his great Zeal, and theſe his Services in the Common 
Cauſe, but cauſed them to be repreſented at London ® : 


And 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Goldſworthy, his Majeſty's Con- 
ſul at Leghorn, to Mr. Leſtock. 
June 15th, 1742, N. 8. 

T find nothing to add to the News of public Affairs, which 
ou receive herewith from Mr. Man ; ſo am only to acknow- 
4 the Favour of your laſt of the 22d of May, O. S. and 
to wiſh you all the Succeſs in the mortifying the Spvniards, and 
their Abettors, which the Diſpoſitions you have made for that 


Purpoſe, ſeem to aſſure us of, as well as of our own Security and 
Tranquility here. 


o Extra? of a Letter from Mr. Villettes, his Majefly's Mini- 


ter at the Court of Turin, to Mr. Leſtock, dated from the 


Camp at Colegaru the 20th of June, 1742, N. 8. 


S1R, 


It was the 16th Inſtant, N. S. before I was honoured with your 
Letter of the 22d of May, O. S. and I cannot gueſs by what 
Means, or how it has been detained ſo long on the Road ; by 


good Fortune, the Contents of it had not ſo particular a Relation 


to his Majeſty's Service, as to require an immediate Anſwer, and 
my only Concern is, that my Thanks for it will have been de- 
layed ſo much longer than they ought, and would naturally have 
been without this Incident. The Aſſiſtance you have given 
Monſieur de Corbean the Commandant of the County of Nice, 
and your lending him ſuch a Number of ſmall Cannon, as he 
might want for defending the Paſſes of thoſe Mountains, together 
with the Offer of ſuch other Means of Defence, as you had in 
your Power, is, in my humble Opinion, intirely agreeable to the 
King's Inſtructions and Intentions, and therefore can but be ap- 
proved by his Majeſty and his Miniſters, as I dare ſay you will 
before now have had the Satisfaction to find it commended by 
Mr. Matheavs, I have already received the Thanks of this 
Court, for the hearty Concurrence and Zeal you have ſhewn on 
this and other Occaſions, in every thing that relates to the King 
of Sardinia's Service, and the Good of the Common Cauſe, and 
I have likewiſe been charged to tranſmit the ſame to you. Mon- 
fieur de Corbean ſeems intirely perſuaded, that, by the Meaſures 
he has taken by Land, and the Order you have given to your 
Cruizers on the Coaſt of Provence, it is impoſſible for the Spa- 
niards to force a Paſſage through the County of Nice, and that 


if they undertake it, the Conſequences muſt be the Ruin of their 
my. 
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nd to compleat this Pleaſure he received a Letter 
from his Majeſty's principal Secretary of State, con- 
gratulating him upon the Opportunity which he had 


to ſhew his great Zeal and Abilities for his Majeſty's 


ervice, and acquainting him with his Majeſty's entire 
Approbation of his Conduct in the welljudged Diſpo- 
fition he made of the Squadron for annoying the Ene- 


my, and aſſiſting and ſupporting the King's Allies 2. 


Such was the low, deſpicable State of the Enemy, 
and the flouriſhing Condition of the Britiſb Fleet, 
pnd the King's Allies, when Vice-Admiral Mathews 
arrived from England at Villa Franca the 27th of 
May, and took upon him the Command of the Fleet. 

This 
; I have ſo fully acquainted Mr. Mathews with our Situation 
here, and the lateſt Intelligence we have had of the Enemy, 
that, as I dare ſay my Letter will be communicated to you, it 


would be needleſs to trouble you with a Repetition of the ſame, 
and therefore I ſhall only add the Aſſurances of the infinite Eſ- 


"tcem with which I have the Honour to remain, 


Sir, Yours, &c. A R V TTES. 


e Extra@ of a Letter from the D of N le to Mr, 
\ Leſtock, dated Whitehall, the 1/2 of July, 1742. 
1 
I ſhould ſooner have returned you my Thanks for the Favour 
bf your Letters of the 28th of April and 1ſt of May, in which 
ou gave me an Account of your having taken upon you the 
Command of his Majeſty's Squadron, and your Proceedings in 
Conſequence of it, if I could have found any ſafe Opportunity 
of conveying a Letter to you. I have now the Satisfaction to 
1 you with his Majeſty's entire Approbation of your Con- 
guct, in the well judged Diſpoſition you made of the Squadron, 
ſor annoying his Majeſty's Enemies, and aſſiſting and ſupporting 
e King's Allies, in which the King of Sardinia has expreſſed a 
rticular Satisfaction. 
His Majeſty extremely approved your ſending ſome Ships to 
eruize in the Adriatict Sea, in order to intercept any Veſſels that 


might be employed in bringing Stores or Proviſions for the Spa- 


niſß and Neapolitan Armies. 

I heartily congratulate you upon this Opportunity, which you 
have had, to ſhew your Zeal, and Abilities for his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, which you have employed in ſuch a Manner, as has his 
Majeſty's molt gracious Approbation. I moſt fincerely wiſh you 
za Continuance of your Health, and ſhall be glad of all Occa- 
ſions to convince you of the real Truth and Regard with which 
1 am, Sir, Yours, Cc. H——s N—x. 
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This able Gentleman, when the Eaſt India Compa- 


ny, in the Year 1721, applied for a ſmall Squadron 
of his Majeſty's Ships in order to deſtroy ſome Pi. 
rates who infeſted their Trade in the Eaft Indies, 
was diſpatched on that Expedition, - and returned in 
1724, after having executed the Errand be was ſent 
on to ſo good a Purpoſe, that the Eaſt India Directors 
ut ver afterwards applied for his Majeſty's Ships to go 
to thoſe Seas to protef? their Trade. He had the Re- 
ſignation to live eighteen Years a-ſhore, and ſee ma- 
ny junior Captains made Admirals; but now ſuch 
was the Exigency of the State, and bis great Expe- 


rience, that he was prevailed upon to go to Sea; and 


he was appointed Vice-Admiral of the Red Squadron 
of his Majeſty's Fleet, and Commander in Chief in 
the Mediterranean. 

Mr. Leſtock, at the fame Time, was appointed 
Rear-Admiral of the White Squadron of his Majeſ- 
ty's Fleet, and on the firſt of June was ſent by Mr. 
Mathews with the Body of the Fleet to obſerve the 
Motions of the Enemy ,, as well as to intercept any 
Embarkation, which they might be poſſibly carry- 
ing on again; but they had given over all Thoughts 
of any ſuch Undertaking; and, on the contrary, 
were preparing to force their Paſſage into Italy by 
Land. While 

4 Mr. Mathews's Order to Mr. Leſtock, dated at Villa Franca 

| Harbour the 30th of May, 1742. 

You are hereby directed and required, to take the firſt Op- 
portunity of Wind and Weather, and proceed to Sea, taking 
under your Command the following Ships, viz. Neptune, Barfleur, 
Marlborough, Ruſſel, Somerſet, Princeſs Caroline, Lancaſter, Bed: 
ford, Naſſau, Ipſwich, Elizabeth, Plymouth, Eſſex, Rupert and 
Panther, whoſe Captains are hereby directed to obey you, and 
cruize between Marſeilles, and the eaſtermoſt Part of the Iſles 
of Hieres, giving ſtrict Orders to all the Captains to ſearch with the 
utmoſt Care the Ships and Veſſels of all Nations they ſhall come up 
with, to enable them the better to put my Orders on that Head 
in Execution, endeavouring by all ways you can think of, to 
come at the Knowledge of the true Situation and Condition of 
the French and Spaniſh Fleets, ſending once in ten Days to 
8 for Letters, and tranſmitting me by all Opportunities 
an Account of your Proceedings, making Villa Franca the Place 
of Rendezvous, in Caſe of Separation by bad Weather. 5 


{ 


on board the Namure, the Rear-Admiral kept the 
Sea; and, at this time, took the Opportunity of 
viewing Hieres Road; and having anchored there 
one Night, he found it to be a ſpacious, commo- 
dious, fine Bay, ſheltered every Way from the 


Wind and Sea, capable of containing the Royal 


( 25 ) 
While the Vice-Admiral remain'd at Pilla-France 


Navy of Britain, and one of the molt fertile Spots 


in Europe, having Plenty of Wood, Water, and 
every Refreſhment; / gbd and ſafe a Situation, as 
being at an Anchor at Heres, not above nine Miles 


from the Enemy, where every thing which went in 
and out of the Harbour of Toulon might be very 
eaſily diſtinguiſned; and this Bay of ſo great an 
Extent, that it was not in the Power of the French 
Monarchy to fortify it in ſuch a Manner as to hinder 


our Fleet at all Times and Scaſons from having 
Recourſe to ſo good a Sanctuary; was a paintul 


Mortification to our Enemies. 


About the middle of Fune, the five Spaniſh Gal- 


leys, which had been prevented on our firſt Ap- 


pearance on the Coaſt from carrying Don Philip 
from Antibes with another Embarkation into 1taly, 
how venturing to creep all along Shore in their 
Retreat back, were imprudent enough to put into 
St. Tropez (a French Port a little to the Eaſtward 
of Hieres, incapable and unwilling to make any 
_- Defence) imagining that being moor'd by the 
Walls of one of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's Sea- 
port Towns, defencelefs as it was, with the Terror 


of his omnipotent Name, would be a ſufficient Pro- 


tection: Bur ſuch neutral Maxims did not now ſub- 
hilt; ſuch wiſe Policy was bantſhed ; there are Vi- 
kiſſitudes in the Body-Politic, as in the Natural 
and Capt. Norris of the Kingſton, with the Oxford 
and Spence Sloop, did not let this Opportunity eſ- 


Eape 3 but with theſe Ships went into this Port and 


7 E. covered 
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covered the Duke Fireſhip until ſhe burnt the Gal- 
leys, in which they had the good Fortune to deſtroy 
ſo many at the Expence of one Fireſhip; a Veſſel 
perhaps the beſt expended that ever was burnt, con- 
ſidering the Importance of theſe Galleys to the Ene- 
my, and the Difficulty of getting more ſoon enough 
for their Purpoſe at fo critical a Juncture, when 
they ſtood moſt in need of chem: But, the Spaniards 
indiſcreetly mooring along Side of one another, con- 
tributed to the Deſtruction of them in fo eaſy a 
Manner. This Obſervation 1s not made to diminiſh 
ſo glorious and well-executed a Piece of Service, 
which is worthy of the greateſt Applauſe, and not 
only added to our Weight abroad, and the Support 
of his Majeſty's faithful Allies, but gave the French 
their Fears and Apprehenſions: At the ſame Time, 
that it convinced the Enemy that nothing would 
be left undone which was practicable, to compleat 
their Deſtruction, and render the Aid and Aſſiſtance 
of their Allies abortive. 


The French continued their great Complaiſance 
and Civilities; they were too civil a Nation to 
ſhew any Reſentment; they were perfectly re- 
ſigned to the Times; Wood, Water and Reireſh- 
ments, or any thing that was wanted in the moſt 
polite Manner were allowed us: It was not a pro- 
per Time, and their Trade was not come home : 
On the contrary, they intulted the Diſtreſſed, and 
ridiculed the Spaniards at Toulon, on this their Lols, 
in the moſt outrageous Manner, which added Fuc! 
to the Fire, fomented their former Differences; 
and theſe Antipathics broke ſoon out into endless 
Quarrels and continual Duelling, till at laſt it was 
ordered, that a Frenchman and a Spaniard ſhould 
not uſe the ſame Houſe, in order to put an End to 
theſe Broils. Though embarked in the ſame Bot- 
tom, with equally the fame Cauſe at Heart; yet 
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(27) 
to ſuch Lengths were thoſe violent Heats and Ani- 
moſities carried, between Officers of the higheſt 
Rank to the loweſt of both Countries, that they 
deſpiſed and mortally hated one another, taking all 
Opportunities to teſtify their Abhorrence; and never 
met on any Occafion but when the Service they 
were employed on made it abſolutely neceſſary. 


But from the Time that theſe Galleys were 
' burnt, the French became more apprehenſive, and 
were kept in a continual Panic, inſomuch that 
one of their trading Veſſels having failed ſoon after 
from Toulon in the Morning, but meeting with ſome 
Accident was obliged to put back in the Night; 
at which all the Fortifications were immediately 
alarmed, their Fears would not ſuffer them to believe 
her to be any thing but an Eugliſb Fireſhip, with 
the Fleet following: In a Moment they began to 
fire, employed al. their Guns, and ſunk her preſent- 
ly, whereby the whole Crew loſt their Lives. An 
Argument how much they were over-awed and 
daunted by our Strength, 


Fuly the 2d, Admiral Matthews joined the Fleet 
off of the Iſlands of Hieres; and after taking a near 
View of the Fleet in Toulon Harbour, which Ships 
were unrigged, we anchored the fitth of the ſame 
Month in Hieres Bay, and on the 20th following 
the Admiral returned to Villa Franca, leaving Mr, 
Leſtoct with the Charge of the Fleet off Toulon (r ). 
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Fee) By Thomas Matthews, Eſq. Vice Admiral of the Red 
. Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet, and Command:r in Chief, &c. 


999 
* 
* 
a 

c [25 
b 


Norfolk. * Notwithſtanding any Orders to the 
Repel. - * contrary, you are hereby directed, 
Princeſs Caroline. * forthwith to proceed with his Majeſty's 

Ship 


(28) 


At this Time the People of Nice were in the 
greateſt Tribulation, for fear Don Philip ſhould 
attempt forcing his Paſſage through that Country, 
having already requeſted the Favour of paſſing 
with his Troops of the Commandant, who, con- 
ſidering the Engagement of his Maſter, could not 
well be ſo complaiſant. In order, therefore, to be 
the better able to oppoſe the Infant, the Admiral 
put aſhore the Minorca Detachment under the Com- 
mand of Colonel Hooke, amounting to about five 
hundred Men; likewiſe aſſiſted in lending ſome 
Cannon from the Ships to mount on Redoubts 
that had been raiſed to repulſe and deter the Spa- 
niard. Moit part of the Summer was ſpent, and 
during the Stay of the Soldiers on Shore we ſul- 


tained no other Loſs than by Deſertion, many of 


them 
Torbay. % Ship Neptune, taking under your Com- 
Somerſet, ** mand, the Ships named in the Margin, 
Mar [berough. « whoſe Commanders are hereby directed 
Buckingham. *. to obey you, and cruize between C 
Lenox. & Sie, and Cape Tailley ; leaving it to 
Dragon. your Diſcretion to keep the Sea, or lay 
Plymouth. * in Hieres Road, taking Care to keep i 
Kingſton. * proper Number of Cruizers between, 
Rupert. Cape Sicie and the Weſt End of Porgue- 
Noche ſter. * rolc, ordering one of them to look once 
Mincheſter. * a Day at leaſt, into Toulon, and to give 


Ann Galley Fireſnip. © an Account if they diſcover any Alter- 
g * ation in the late Diſpoſition of the 
Spaniſh Ships, which we judg'd to be hauled into the inward 
Baſon; and in Caſe they ſhall diſcover them or the French 
making any Preparations, or you ſhall receive any Intelligence 
that they are rigging and fitting their Ships for the Sea, you 
are to ſend me immediate Notice by Expreſs to Villa- France, 
taking Care to collect all your Strength together, and not to 


& be {urprized.” 
Dated on board the Namure, off Cape Rouſe, July 20, 1742, 


Signed 7 s Mm 

To Richard Leſtock, Eſq. Rear 

Admiral of the White Squadron 
7 his Majeſty” s Fleet, 
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7m having been abroad too long, thought them- 
Nees to be in a manner baniſhed, and deſpairing to 
home, great Numbers were tempted to deſert. 


# The Admiral came to the Fleet in the Beginning 
pf September at Hieres; as allo did Captain Martin 
of the Ipſwich, who, with the Oxford, Panther, 
*Feverſham, and three Bomb Ketches, had been at 
"Naples and intimidated his Neapolitan Majeſty into 
that Treaty of Neutrality which had a general Ap- 
probation : Defenceleſs Walls, Cannon Balls, Bombs, 
Men's Fears, Women's Tears, the Apprehenſion 
df a Capital in Aſhes, are prevailing Arguments: 
There is more Rhetoric in them, and they make 
more Diſpatch, than the wiſeſt Policy and Addreſs 
of tne ableſt Minifter, who has no ſuch Expedients 
ready at Hand to apply, but mult entirely depend 
on his Art of Perſuaſion in the Oratory, and Elo- 
cution of his Tongue. 


4 = Fleet, in perfect good Order and Health, 
Intinued to lie at Hieres, a wholeſome Climate, 


4 


= fineſt Centinel Box, and the beſt look-out 
Houſe in the World, where they could hear and 
ſee every Motion of the Enemy: Here the differ- 
ent Cruizers daily reforted after being relieved ; 
to: Wood, Water, take Proviſions on board and 
r then in their Turn, according to the Ne— 
ceflity of the Time, were ſent out again. The 
"Fenders alſo occaſionally came from Mahon with 
Fidviſions and Stores: This conſtant Sight no 
doubt was an Heart-break to our Enemies, and 
much more to the French, to experience thus daily 
alle of their own Ports, in ſpite of all their Power, 
chhtribute ſo much to our Safety and their Difap- 
Phintment; yet they kept up the Shew of Friendſhip, 
anc frankly ſupplied us with whatever we demanded, 
P@rticularly in freſh Meat for the iew ſick People, 
57 | which 
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( 30 ) 13 
which were chiefly on board of the cruiſing Sag F 
that had laſt come in from a Cruize. 


1742-3———— Nothing of any Conſequence hap. 
pened until February following, when the Iypſcpich, 
Revenge and Ann Galley Fireſhip were ſent to Hias 
in Cor/ica, where, on preparing to attack the St. 
Ifidore, a Spaniſh Ship of War of ſixty- four Gun: 
which mY had lain there about a Twelvemonth 
or want of Maſts, all other Stores and Men) and 
ſending a Meſſage to Captain Dalage de Cuelly to 
— 4 the Ship, they, the Moment the Meſſen- 
ger put off, received a Diſcharge of all her Can- 
non, and two or three Broadfides paſſed : But a 
the Spaniſh Captain knowing his Weakneſs again: 
this Force, had provided a great deal of Broth, © 
aud {towed it between Decks, intending to ſet Fire 
to the Ship rather than be taken, fo ſoon as ſuch ' Sea- 
a Defence had been made as he thought adequate to | 
his Honour; upon crying, Fire, Fire, meaning 
the Guns, the Carpenter, with his Crew, who 
were quartered by this Bruſh for that Purpoſe, 
took the Word of Command to be to Xs ig and 
ſet Fire to the Bruſh, by which means the Ship was 
ſoon in a Blaze, blex up, and many lo{t their | ; 
Lives, having no Time to eſcape. 


1 
Þ 
: . 


1743 In Abril and May the French at Toulon, 
began to call in their Men; and it is to be hopcd 
it will not be thought an unneceſſary Digreſſion to 
obſerve, that they are a People whoſe war-like | 
Genius and Policy will always make them provide | 
for every Event; even in the moſt profound Peace | 43 
the young Officers and Guard- Marines are perpe- 
tually employed (at Breſt, Toulon and Rochfor!) 8 
in thoſe Exerciſes that are Images of War, where 8 
they are careſully inſtructed - in the different Ways + 
of working a a Ship, and learn the Structure of Te o 8 * 

cis, Wh 
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Ms. with the Names and Uſes: of all their Parts, 
where they are chiefly taught to obey and attain 
© chat Dexterity, indiſpenſably neceſſary to attack 
d ſurprize a vigilant and ſubtile Enemy. To 
1 theſe Academies Juſtice, there is nothing ne- 
gected to awaken in young Perſons the Love of their 
Duty, and to raiſe an Emulation in them to out- do 
ene another: All their Thoughts are applied to thoſe 
kinds of Knowledge which help to rectify the Mind, 
habituate it to Attention, and to acquire Penetration 
and Strength of judgment: Hence that Nation, 
fupercilious and volatile, as it appears in our Eyes, 
tas always a ſufficient Number of regular, well- 
bred Officers to command in their Fleet upon 
any Emergency. | 


Though theſe Exerciſes were frequent in all their 


Bea- Ports of any Conſequence, where their Officers 


Eonſtantly refide, and are united, converſe daily 
Sogether, and communicate their Improvements, 
Knowledge and Experience to one another; yet, 


© this Juncture, they became uncommonly diligent 


and aſſiduous. Thirty Veſſels were equipped at 
Toon for their immediate Improvement; (s) the 
Foung Officers were daily practiſing in working a 
; Ship 


© (5) Extradt of a Letter from Admiral Matthews to Mr. 
| Leſtock, dated in Hieres Road, June 23, 1743. 


„The French talk of joining Don Philip, and it is generally 
55 thought, they deſign to force their Paſſage into Lay by 
* Nice, &c. But it is my Opinion, that the French deſign to 
fend Troops from Teulon by Sea, to join the Duke of Mo- 


, dena. It is certain fix thouſand are daily expected in this 


“ Neighbourhood, and I am apprehenſive that the thirty Long- 
“ Boats as they are called, lately fitted out at Toulon, in order 
#< to teach their young Officers how to work a Ship, and form 


a Line of Battle; though it is certain that they have been out 
>< ſeveral times, and have performed thoſe Exerciſes, as the 
French term it; yet as each of thoſe Veſſels can take in, 
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Ship all tlie various Ways in a Sea- fight; chef 
reed Lines of Battle in perfect good Order, 10 
parated again, extended themſelves, drew up in| 
two ſeparate Bodies, prepared for Battle, advanced 
in cloſe Order, attack'd, mix'd, fought and broke 
through each other*s Line, till one Party proved 
victorious, and forced the vanquiſhed to retreat, 
In theſe lively Exerciſes their Minds are greatly 
improved, and Genius cultivated. The forward an. 
impatient to give Battle, the raſh and inconſiderate, 
who break the Order of Battle, and are the infalli 
ble Means to cau/* great Diſorder and Confuſion, per: 
haps from too eager a Purſuit of Glory; thoſe 
who are flow and backward from too great a Diff- 
dence, and want of Foreſight, - are all equal) 
blameable: They ſtand cor rected and reproved, anc 
theſe frequent Examples cannot fail to reCtitj 
their Faults by Degrees; while they, who obey | 
with Readineſs, and execute with Judgment, Or. 
der and Diſcipline, are confirmed in their Duty, 
by receiving the Approbation and Applauſe of thei: 


Superior, Surely theſe are Exercifes worthy o 
our Imitation, equal, if not beyond that Part i 


our naval Inſtructions, which ſeems to be copies 
from theirs; and without degrading the Officers of 
the Royal Navy, they are ſuch excellent Leſſons, 
that many of our Captains may learn from, and 
much more ſo the inferior Officers. But how dit. 
ferent is our Practice, though we entirely depend 


on Commerce, are ſurrounded by the Sea; and a 


Sea-force is abſolutely neceſſary to protect our Trade, 
prevent © 


n. 
run 


ee one with another, upwards of one hundred Men; it is not 2 


cs improbable but they may make uſe of thein, under ſome 
trivolous Pretence or other for that End; I theretore m_ 
mend it to you, that in Caſe they hould make any ſuch \ 


utmoſt Endeavour to intercept them, 1 5 
— | 12. 
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prevent a an Invaſion, and keep our Enemies in awe : 


Let no ſooner a Fleet is called Home, than the 
Officers are all diſperſed over the Kingdom; and 
ben their Country calls on them, it is frequently 


the Caſe, that by long Abſence from their Duty, 
"moſt of them are become incapable of executing 
the common Duties of an Officer, much leſs where 
E r and Judgment are neceſſary. The 

auſe is obvious, many of their Friends and Rela- 
tions, whoſe Vote and Intereſt promoted them to 
be Officers, are, perhaps, Jnn-keepers, Tradeſmen, 
and low vulgar People, or Warrant-Officers, Boat- 


ſwains, or Carpenters, who have habituated them 


to the meaneſt Company, and an abject Spirit. 
Idleneſs, which begets Diſcord, Effeminacy, Drunk- 
enneſs, and all the Evils deſtructive of Society, 
Joined to their low Breeding, an illiterate Education, 


The Impoveriſhment of being without Pay when 


in Commiſſion ſix or ſeven Years, and many other 


Diſcouragements, which create Poverty and all its 


Attendants ; long Time on the Halt-pay, the great 


1 2 artiality in peaceable Times, that they are not em- 


ployed alternately; above all, 
ranged from the Knowledge of their Profeſſion, or 


being perfectly eſ- 


any Converſation whereby they can poſſibly retain 


the leaſt Remembrance of it; all help to compleat 


their Ignorance and Folly; ſo that when they come 
to be commiſſioned, as they poſſeſs no Abilities 
Phich can make them uſeful, or able to take- on 
them the Charge that the Seniority of their Com- 
2 entitles them to; conſequently, rather than 
run the Riſque of loſing all their Subſiſtence, they 


Wi 'F glad to reſign to live upon the Halt-pay. New 


t is not 


fficers are made, who, for the preſent, know 
Jomething more of the Matter, or behave better, 
With more Life and Spirit, becauſe they are lately 
tome from School, and have not yet had Time to 

- into theſe Sinks of Idleneſs and StupefaCtion : 
þ But 
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( 34 ) 
But in the End, as they are ſubject to the fame 
Concatenation of Incidents, the Train of Ignorance 
and Stupidity is continued; and thus the Nation is 
baffled, and provided from one Generation to ano- 


ther, with Officers equally unexperienced and undiſ- 
ciplined. 


This Evil, ſo pernicious to the Country in ge- 
neral, ariſes principally from the want of Academies 
properly regulated, and it is to be wondered at, 
that ſo conſiderable a Power in Europe, whoſe 
ſole Strength and Dependance may be ſaid to be on 
a Naval Force, ſhould not take more Care in train- 
ing Officers for that Service z while every other Na- 
tron ſhews it an Example, though their Situation 


and Intereſt ſtand much leſs in need cf ſuch a 
Protection. 


In the late Lord Torrington's Time, an Introduc- 
tion was made to this good and excellent Purpoſe. 
An Academy was eſtabliſned at Por!/mouth in Imi- 
tation of the French; but with this eſſential Diffe- 
rence, that our Academy was at the Expence of 
thoſe who fent their Children there, and theirs at 
the King's, with a proper Governor, and all other 
Inferiors to him; by which Regulations our Sea- 
Officers ſuſtained a conſiderable Loſs in the Volun- 
teers per Order, or King's Letters, being aboliſhed, 
as they had no Opportunity of ſending their Chil- 
dren to Sea in his Majeſty's Service, and could not 
poſſibly afford the Expence of ſending them to 
the Academy: Hence, it is notorious, that all the 


Quarter-Decks, the remaining Nurſery for Officers, 


have been ſinking ever fince, and now fallen to 
Decay; and the Academy managed in this manner, 
has only ſerved to ſpoil the Underſtanding, and cor- 
rupt the Heart; and as there have not been for a 
Jong Time, above two or three young Gentlemen 
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chere at a time, it appears that his Majeſty's Ex- 
pence, particularly in a fine Building, is loft; and 
that the Navy is on a worſe Footing, in regard to a 
Seminary of this kind, than before the Warrants 
for Volunteers were taken away. 


Though this Academy had been entirely at his 


Majeſty's Expence, and a Tax had been ſet a- part 
for ſo good and deſirable an End, yet without a 


roper Superintendant, it could not have anſwered _ 
the Purpoſe ;, for Experience teaches us that a Com- 
miſſioner of a Yard is by no means a proper Go- 
vernor, having ſo much other Buſineſs which will 
not admit of his Attendance on it; therefore it is 


very aſtoniſhing, that a Nation which can afford a 
thouſand Pound a Year, to ſupport the Governor of 
ſuperannuated Seamen or Soldiers, who can be of 


no longer; Service to their Country, cannot afford 
an Equivalent, or a competent Salary to a Govern- 
or, able to form the Minds of Youth in all the 
early Advances and Improvements, ſolid Principles, 
good Morals, and juſt Sentiments, ſo eſſentially 
neceſſary towards making them great and good Ot- 


| ficers in the Service of their Country, whoſe Safety 
may often depend on their Knowledge and Judg- 
ment. 
pable of this Undertaking ; it is a peculiar Talent 
to form and ripen the Genius of Youth, and to 
perfect their Manners and Underſtanding, which 
few Men are Maſters of: It being the Duty of fach 
a Perſon at firſt to gain the aſcendant, by ſeaſoning 


It is not every old Sea-Officer who is ca- 


his Authority with agreeable Diſcourſe, and delight- 


ing the Minds of Youth with ingenious Turns; 
and to ſteal over the Hearts of thoſe who ſeem to 
* have an Averſion to Inſtruction, there is oftentimes 
2 Neceſſity to make uſe of their Inclinations to- 


wards Pleaſure, to captivate and inſtru&t them; all 


: Methods and Ways ſhould be tryed to enlighten the 


F 2 Mind, 


(36) 
Mind, and to ſubdue the untractable; dry Precepts 
and Maxims diſguſt ; and it is neceſſary to diſguiſe 
them under the Form of Pleaſure: In ſhort, it ar- 
gues an Ignorance of human Nature, to attempt to 
lead it to Wiſdom at once by Conſtraint and Seve- 
rity z and we have a late Inſtance of this Obſervation 
in a young Gentleman's drawing bis Sword upon the 
Governor, or in Defiance of Orders, which the Deli- 
cacy of the Pupil would not let him yield to. During 
the Sprightlineſs and Heat of Youth, there is no 
fixing the Attention of the Mind, but by amuſing 
itz and thus their Paſſions may be led into the Love 
of Virtue, and every Improvement; and Duty be- 
come an Entertainment and Study. 


Had a Kempthorn or a Leſtock been placed from 
the Beginning of the Academy at the Head of it, 
many a Medley, an Anſon, a Bing, a Gaſcoigne, a 
Barnet, and a Griffin, would have been introduced 
into the Service, But not to tire the Reader any 
longer, it is time to return to the Narrative. 


Fourteen Aebecks loaden with Ammunition, 
Cannon, and other warlike Stores from Majorca, 
bound to any part of Taly, where they could be 
landed for the Uſe of the Spaniſh Army, having 
got ſafe to Genoa the latter End of June; Admiral 
Matihews on board of the Namur, with the Bar- 
eur, Norfolk, Princeſs- Caroline, Ipſwich and Re- 

venge, went there (7) and concluded a Treaty; 
| wherein 


(:) Admiral Matthews from the 26th of June, 1743, to the 


28th of December, % Mr, Leſtock to command the Fleet 
off Toulon. 


Extra of Admiral Matthews's Letter to Mr. Leſtock 
on this Occaſion, 
SIR, Hieres Road, June 23, 1743. 
His Majeſty's Service requiring my immediate Preſence on 
the Coaſt of Italy, I judge it proper to leave you to command 
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Frherein it was ſtipulated, that the Republic, at 
heir own Expence, ſhould ſend this Cannon and 


Ammu- 


b the Ships in the incloſed Liſt, whoſe Commanders have my 
Orders to obey you: It is needleſs for me to leave a Copy of 


Y 3 
2 * 


my Inſtructions with you, you having received from his Grace 


* the Duke of Newcaſtle the ſame, when you was appointed to 


take upon you the Command of the Squadron from Mr. Had- 


dach; thoſe Inſtructions are your Ground-work ; I ſhall there- 
fore recommend it to you, not to ſuffer the Saniſb nor French 
Ships, now in Toulon, to put to Sea without your Knowledge, 


and in Caſe you ſhould receive certain Intelligence, that they 
deſign to attempt to puſh out, you are to diſpoſe of the Ships 


under your Command in ſuch a Manner, as to be able to pre- 


vent their getting away without your attacking them; it is 


g needleſs for me to ſay more to you on that Head, your long 
Experience in the Service will dictate to you what elſe is to be 


done, recommending it to you, to ſend me two Expreſſes, 
one by Land from Mice, the other by Sea to Genoa, the Mo- 


ment you receive certain Intelligence that the Spaniſh or French 
Ships begin to make any Preparations for putting to Sea, and 
# that you do immediately order in his Majeſty's Ships Sterling - 
Caſtle and Buckingham, and, if neceilary, the Rocheſter, the 
better to enable you to do your Duty, for which End I have 
left you the Spence Sloop, and Hector Row-boat ; ſending me 


F* by all Opportunities whatever Intelligence ſhall come to your 


Knowledge, and you ſhall judge neceſſary for his Majeſty's Ser- 


A *vice that 1 ſhould be immediately acquainted with. And 
#* ſhould any Expreſſes arrive, either from England, Hanwer, 


the Army, or Turin, you are to ſend them to me unopened, 
without a Moment's Loſs of Time.“ 
L Yours, &c. 7— . 


Liſt of the Ships appointed under the Command of Mr. Z-/oct. 


Neptune, Naſſau, 

Marlborough, Royal-Oak, 

Torbay, Enterprize Barcalonga, 
Cambridge, Rupert, 

Somerſet, Dunkirk, 

Pate Warwick, 
Buckingham, Kingſton, 
Sterling-Caſtle, Dragon's Prize, 

Princeſſa, | Mercury Fireſhip, _ 

Eſſex, Sutherland Hoſpital Ship, 

Elizabeth, 5 Hector Row boat, 


# edford, Spence Sloop. 
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Ammunition in neutral Bottoms to Cor/ira, whey ; 
they were to be depoſited during the preſent W jon, tl 


in Haly. Teſt us in 
| ; 0 mir th 

In July, fourteen more Aebecks with Cannon ar man 
Ammunition eſcaped our Cruizers, by Keepin ous a 1 
along the Coaſt of Barbary, and arrived at $89 9 8 
ed ſo 


Lawrence, near Civita Vecchia, where they wer 
landed, and afterwards conveyed to Viterbo for ch Ps a 
Uſe of the Spanih Army, in ſpite of the Enden rectly 


vours and Menaces of his Majeſty's Ships the O87 * * 

ford, Diamond, Durſiey, and a Bomb-Ketch, whid Cell 

Ships were ſent to frighten the Holy Father int 

a Compliance of what was demanded ; who, how The [ 

ever, managed Matters very well, in equivocating Ur) wg 
0 


and aſſerting that theſe Veſſels were unloaden ba ©. 
Compulſion; and in this manner did the Prid ons 
baffle the Engliſb Nation. Hack tc 


Eolours 
areleſsn 
EeIr OWF 


The Guernſey cruizing off Cape de Gatte, mud 
about this Time, did a commendable Piece of Set 


vice in deſtroying two Spaniſh Privateers, one 0 lar 1 
which was a Ship of 22 Guns, and 150 Men, th bo { A 
adve 


run in under the Shelter of a Fort of eight Guns 
and the Wind blowing very freſh right upon th. 
Shore, it was with great Danger that Capt. Cornil ly Fe 
beat her to Pieces. This Exploit ſtruck the P Pt decic 
vateers with an extraordinary Panic, that for thre! 03 th 
Weeks or a Month after, none of them ſhewel others 


ough t. 


their Faces on that Coaſt, or in the Gut, until pre Ives int 
ſing Orders came from Madrid to the Governors 0 enſure, 
the different Provinces, particularly to him in the udgmet 
Neighbourhood of Gibraltar, who forced them ou ring in 
again; and from the Encouragement they met with reJudice 
they became as troubleſome and impudent as ever. Th 97 

On th 


* 


1 33 a Sort of Neutrality was conclulſ 2 
ed; the Garriſon at C ing 1} arvi ons 
; eula being in a ſtarving Core... ch. 


dition] 


7 

1 639) 
hen It . . ' h 7 k 
ion, the Spaniards engaged themſelves not to mo- 
7 ef us in the Gut, provided we would, on our Part, 
mit their Boats to paſs to and fro to Ceuta: The 


3 0 mmanding Sea-Officer thought it too advanta- 


-j dus a Propoſal to be refuſed; and by an Autho- 
"ll or Credential unknown, which not a little ſur- 
Wer ed ſome, agreed to a Truce, which ſaved our 
th Nies a great deal of cruizing, and for ſome Time 
de griectly ſecured our Trade; and now that the Gar- 
Ons well ſupplied, the Spaniards have lately broke 
„hie Ceſſation. 
* The Merchants complain grievouſly of the In- 
ati Fruption of their Trade here, but they are ge- 
| rally drawn away, or blinded by the artful Infi- 


p,; ations of their Skippers, who never fail in the 
Moack to repreſent Misfortunes of this Kind, in the 
Eolours neceſſary to ſhew they are owing to the 
Wreleſsneſs of others, rather than any Neglect of 
eir own. Likewiſe the unthinking People of Gi- 
allar join with them in aſſuming a very great Li- 
ch Erty, who having little to do, have Leiſure to ani- 
ou advert perpetually on the Conduct of Sea-Officers, 
ough their Knowledge in Sea Affairs is very ſuper- 


Tag their Koo is very 
ori lal, yet there is not one among them who does 
pn t decide with an Air of Sufficiency and Preſump— 
"30 on; they talk too much, and do not hearken at all 


d others, and are vain enough to imagine them- 
Ives infallible. In ſhort, nothing can eſcape their 
enſure, their Contumely and Obſervation, and the 
udgments they form from Appearances, a Smat- 
ring in the Theory part of an Officer, and the 
rejudices they have conceived, which dazzle their 
byes, are extremely ſtupid and ridiculous. 


hewel 
Prel. 
JOTS 0 
in the! 
m out? 

with, 
ever. 


On the other Hand the Gentlemen of the Navy, 
Tho are puniſhed with this diſagreeable Station, 
Pere there is no Poſſibility of pleaſing, have daily 

experienced 


| 
cluds 
Con- 
$ ;riooh 


unh etna — — 


| 
| 
1 
l 
l 
Nv 
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( 40) 
experienced the true Cauſes to proceed from an u 
alterable Obſtinacy and Folly in the Maſters of t. 
Merchant Ships, which inconſiderate ſenſeleſs Me 
have often been warn'd of the Danger, and ea 
neſtly requeſted to ſtay, perhaps a Day, or le; 
when the Orders of the Captain cruizing in th 
Gut, or thereabouts, would have admitted him 
have ſeen them ſafe through, or into Gibraltar Ba; 
nevertheleſs they have continued their Courſe : 
Contradiction to this Caution, raſhly depending c 
their own Strength, and have ſuffered for the 


Contumacy : In like manner the Crawley Pink w. 
taken. 


The Situation of the Straits Mouth, with t 
many other Advantages, which the Spaniard; % 
ſeſs in the Extent of Country to harbour theſe pi 
tering Veſſels, who are in and out in a Moment 
all along the Shore from Cape Trafalgar to Gibr4. 


tar, in tpite of all the Endeavours and Circun. * 
ſpection in the Power of Man, make it moral 
impoſſible for a ſmall Number of his Majeſty's Shy 
to prevent many of our Trade falling into the E 
my's Hands; eſpecially as a weſterly Wind, whic 2 
brings our Ships into the Gut, often blows fo hard 
that no Ship can keep that Station: But thoug' # 
an entire Succeſs 1s not to be commanded here, J 3 
it is to be confeſſed that a better Diſpoſition mig“ 
be made to guard againſt theſe paltry Privatecrs | F 
which would make us the more deſerving of it, an 3 
entitle the Sea-Officers to the like Benevolence amt 
Returns of Gratitude, which our Merchants, on 4d . 


Occaſions, teſtified in a conſpicuous Manner to NM. 


Haddock, for the Care he always took of thc! L 


Commerce, 


e TIEN Rds * 


To Ships off Cape Spartel, two more, or Sloopy . 
to lie in Tangier Bay, with one or more in the C 
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to look out, and convoy the Trade as the Veſſels 
Warrive, never daring to leave on any Pretence 
Wwhatſoever thoſe Stations, without a Ship or Sloop 
Wbcing upon each; and al! Maſters of Merchant 
WShips upon the ſevereſt Penalties which the Law 
Wcan inflict, be obliged, if they inifs catching a Con- 
voy off Sparte!, to look into Tangier Bay; but in 
WCaſe the Wind ſhovnld be ealteriy, to ſearch for that 
Protection in St. Jeremy's Bay; doubtleſs cnhis Me- 
Whod ſtrictly adhered to, would be of greater Ser— 
rice, and anſwer the Intention much better than 
ny other that has been hitherto practiſed: Beſides 
which, there ſhould be a prudent Officer of ſome 
Judgment, directed to lie conſtantly in Gibraltar 
Way, where he could receive the belt Intelligence, 
Ind give proper Orders to theſe Cruizers, which 
ould be regulated in many Caſes by the Wind and 
Weather, the daily Occurrences which happen, and 
he caſual Attacks of the Enemy. 


= Tarife, the Bee. bive, from whence they can ea- 
ily diſtinguiſh a Sail whenever ſhe comes within 
he Capes, where commonly may be ſeen Swarms 
f them at a Time, is a very inconſiderable Place; 
ſmall Force would ſoon make a Bonfire of the 
hole Neſt, or deftroy them effectually, by can- 
onading, if landing was not thought neceſſary to 
Way the Village in Aſhes; a much more notable 
Piece of Service, than any of our late boaſted Feats 
n the Coaſt of Catalonia: It is true, chat an Ac- 
ion of this Sort would not totally ſuppreſs theſe 
Pernicious Inſects, which, like Muſhrooms, are 
Fontinually ſpringing up and making their Exit; 
dut it would bring about a long Interval from their 
nſult, the Privateers could not fetch Breath im- 
ediately, and if the Guernſey frightened them for 
Month, by the Miſchief ſhe did to them; by the 
ime Parity of Reaſon, ſuch a Deſtruction among 
G them, 


(42) 

them, would ſtrike a greater Terror, diſcourage 
new Adventurers, and keep them in perpetual 
Fear and Awe, in Proportion to the Importance 
of the Injury done them: For which Reaſon this 
Enterprize is worth our Conſideration, as is every 
other where there is the leaſt Probability of lefen- 
ing their Numbers, or intimidating them from har- 
bouring in ſo advantageous a Situation, whereby 
they are enabled to do us the Prejudice which has 
given an Occaſion for hideous Clamours and Com. 
plaints. 
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The King of Sardinia having defeated the Spa- 
niards and French ſhamefully, who did not loſe 
leſs than eight thouſand Men in endeavouring tc 
force the Paſſes about Su/a, it was apprehended 
that the next Attempt they made would be in the 
Country of Nice; therefore all poſſible Prepara 
tions were made to repulſe them, and to defend thi 
Paſſage into Italy ; new Works were raiſed, other 
were added to the old, with great Repairs, and th 
Reocheſter*s lower tier Guns, and ſome others wer 
mounted to the Sea Side from Mount Alban; like 
wife the Barfleur and Norfolk ſailed from Hier: 
to Villa Franca, with great Part of the Minor 
and Gibraltar Detachments ſerving on board of ti. 
Fleet, in order that they might be in a conſtar 
Readineſs to be landed there, whenever any Necc| 
ſity appeared; which Ships continued with Admin 
Mathews, who had been there ever ſince his Retur 
from Genoa, while Admiral Leſtock watched tl 
Spaniſh and French Fleets in Toulon Harbour. 


9 * 


wy Fre 


"wy 


All the Prudence, Penetration, Policy or Ad 
dreſs, which human Nature is capable of, coul 
not have prevented the Enemy from facilitatin 
and forwarding their Deſigns and Views in Tag 
had it not been for the Advantages that the Fic 
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cape from lying at Hieres, particularly in the 
Situation of that Bay, in its Nearneſs to Toulon: It 


1 b as impoſſible that the Fleet, or any Force ſufficient 


to cope with the combined Fleets, could have kept 
The Sea two ſuch ſevere Winters, in ſuch extraordt- 


6 Mary hard Gales of Wind and great Seas, which 


were ſo frequent in theſe Gulphs : Loſs of Maſts, 
erippling and diſabling the Fleet, if not loſing 


ſome of the Ships, would have been the Con ſequence 
Jof endeavouring it: As it was, all the Stores which 


his Majeſty's Yard at Mabon could furniſh, barely 
ſupplied the Exigencies of the Cruizers that were 
employed. Whether this proceeded from the Vio- 
Hence of the Weather and Sea, or the Ships being 
over maſted, eſpecially thoſe of the new Eſtabliſh- 


ment, as they did certainly ſuffer the moſt, or want 


of Diſcretion, it is not caſy to determine; but it is 
eaſy from thence to form this Judgment, that had 
the whole Fleet kept the Sea, and ſuch Accidents 
happened equally alike to every Ship, it would have 

taken all the Stores in his Majeſty's Yards in Eug- 
land to have kept the Fleet in good Repair: Be- 

ſides, the Ships muſt have been refitted after ſuch 
long Cruizes, where many Men would have died 


(which Loſs could by no means have been macle 


good) ſince we have experienced, that the greateſt 
Skill in Phyſic cannot provide Remedies againſt 
the Diſcaſcs, which the ſudden Heats and Colds; 
rhe Inclemency of the Weather, and, above all, 
falt Proviſions, unavoidably ſubject Seamen to. 


* 


At ſuch Junctures then, when Want of Proviſions 


and Water, Sickneſs, Loſs of Maſts and Streſs of 


eather, or any other Incidents in the Power of 
ind and Sea, forced the Fleet to go to Mahon 
or to /Ula-Franca to repair; or even, when we 
were blown off the Coaſt, which muſt have been 
pften our Misfortune; in any of theſe Caſes, it 
Would have been practicable for the Enemy, with 
: G 2 the 


( 44 ) 


the Aſſiſtance of the French, to have put their fa. 
vourite Schemes in Execution, and Jaughed at our 
vain, ridiculous Endeavours, in ſtriving againſt 
theſe Impoſſibilities to hinder them. 


Nothing is more obvious, than that this Bay was 
the principal Cauſe of preventing the Spaniards 
from gaining their Point, as it not only kept our 
Strength together, but preſerved it from falling in- 
to an inferior Force to the Enemy, and the French 
Squadron: It ſaved alſo a great Expence, and 
many Seamens Lives to his Majeſty: It kept the 
Fleet in good Order, and conſtant Readineſs for 
ſailing z the Officers and Seamen fattening in a fine 
Climate, with Indolence, and ſlumbering without 
Anxiety, enjoying all the Conveniences and Advan- 
tages that could poſſibly be procured in any Har- 
bour, excepting that of careening our Ships, which 
was our only Trouble, as no great Number of them 
could be ſpared at a Time, in order to keep the 
Fleet, in general, tolerably clean, allowing for the 
Force of the Toulon Fleets, the Diſtance from Ma- 
hon, with the Conveniency and uſual Diſpatch 
made there. In this Time of Neceſſity we had 
very few clean Ships, all the three Deck Ships were 
extremely foul, fome of them having been off the 
Ground three Years and an halt (4); however, the 

Marlborougy 


(nu) Extract of a Letter from Admiral Mathews, ts the D—#- 
of N le, dated in Villa-Franca Harbour, Sep- 
tember, 215 1 740. | 


Many of the Ships with me have been ſo long out of Eg 
c /cnd, that were taey to be ſent down to be repaired, they 
could not be refitted ſo as to join me in three Months, if ca- 
r pable of being iepaired without a Dock. I have repreſented 


c“ the State and Condition of the Ships under my Command 0 
V often, and to ſo little Purpoſe, that I am tired of N 
6 ] haye 
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(45) 
artborongh was diſpatched to Mahon, but alarmed 


| pack again without being able to heave down; and 


She Barfleur was on following her, had not Mr. 
zftock, conſidering the Forwardneſs of the Enemy, 


Ind that there was already more Work to be done 


at Mahon, than the Artificers could poſſibly do at a 
ime, taken the Liberty to ſtop her. 


This was a Misfortune, and a great Extenuation 


f our Power, in the Opinion of every Man, who 


&s a Judge of the Difference of a foul, and a clean 


hip. 


On the contrary, from the Time that Don Philip, 
with the French Auxiliaries, had been ignomini- 
gouſly defeated by the King of Sardinia, the French 
and Spaniards at Toulon began to fit and equip their 
Ships. 


In September, Orders came to careen the French 
one after another; ſoon after, an Order to clean 
I tbree at a time; and afterwards they diſpatched no 
less than five: Then the French, whenever they 
vere done, removed into the outer Baſon to make 
Room for the Spaniards, who likewiſe careened all 

their 


5 have likewiſe recommended to their Lordſhipe, that they 
** would be pleaſed to order out ſome great Ships, to relieve 
* ſome that have not been dock'd, nor careen d, near three 
8 * Tears, nor wil the Service admit their deing ſent, for want 

of a ſufficient Number of Hands to dilpatch them ; and if they 


we << 4 80 out mucn longer, it i my Opinion, tome of them will 


not lum dome vickout being ſheathed; how, and in what 

* Time that can be dane (without great Prejr dice to the other 

Services) is paſt Ly Underfandins. In ſhort, the k ceping the 

„ $1P3 out ſo long is their utter Deſtruction, and is not only A 

“great Diſcouragement to the Officers and Men, but alio inju- 
* r19ys to the Service, 


(46) 
their Ships, and refitted with all poſſible. Expe. But 


dition (v0). e lat 


| be 
” While theſe Preparations were going on, nothing 


eanec 
. ng | 
was more talked of, nothing ſo often repeated in Wc Sc: 
very early in the Spring, to fink, burn and deſtroy 

ad m. 
but there is little Dependance on what a Frenchma D ma 


all their News Papers, than that they ſhould be ou 
The 

our Fleet, if we did not leave the Mediterranean; 

ſays; however, much our Fleet wiſhed. for ther Heir ! 


coming out, yet they had their Fears and Doubts, Meir & 
that all this Buſtle and Noiſe would prove in th leat « 
End as uſual, to be meer French. Boaſt, deſigneiſſrpect- 
to amuſe the Queen of Spain, and to gain mon heſe f 
Influence in the Courts of Europe, or perhaps a Stra. ll Eve 
tagem to harraſs or keep us together, in order the &rf 
prevent the neceſſary Cruizers going out to anno hal 
the Enemy, and hinder Embarkations or Supplies 

getting to Italy; as alſo to ſtop any Aſſiſtance. being The 
given to his Sardinian Majeſty, to put him in Poi-BWulatio 
ſeſſion of Final, according to the Treaty of Herm If hay 


Ba egiſt 
: "WF leer | 

0 | | Wing in 
(=o) Rural of a 1 otter From Admiral Mathews, ta the E Proof 
D—ke of N le, dated September 21, 1743. . 4 
ours, 

* I have received certain Advice that the French at Ton trengt 


* ar* careening all their Ships, have called in their Seamen, ad 5 
. * © t 0 4 me! 

that they work as if they were to put to Sea with the utmo: Wy ©, 

Expedition. The Spazards have unbent their Sails, and it het in 


© writ me, that they are putting aſhore all their Powder, Month 
* order (as it is believed) to careen their Ships, the Truth 0 Ties on 
* which I ſhall know in a few Days; if that be Fact, it wi he Po 
* take up ſome Time, though the French want neither for pro . 3 
«© per Conveniences, nor Aſſiſtance for Expedition; whereas, an In. 
« God knows, we want for every Thing, and ſhould it turn ou : heir 7 
« a French War, the Fleet under my Command is by no mean Witerra: 
* in a proper Condition for it in any Reſpect. In the firlt Place, ay b 
* I have not a ſufficient Number of Ships to enable me to keel - 

* \-nding a proper Number to refit and careen; and if I 1:49 

| S 2 prope 


* the Want of Artiſicers at Minorca, will not let me depend up: 8 ght U 
on their rejoining me in any reaſonable Time. 


(47) 


But theſe ' Apprehenſions were diſſipated before 
e latter End of December, when they appeared 
be ſo much in earneſt, that all their Ships were 


pe- 


hing eaned, refitted and compleated in Readineſs for 
d n We Sea. 

of | 

tro BW The Spaniards conſidering their great Neceſſities, 
can; gad made an unuſual Diſpatch, having been obliged 
bma' 


make their own Cables, and a great deal of 
ther Weir Rigging; they were forced to unman four of 
ubts, Weir ſmalleſt Ships, which, however, did not com- 
teh leat the Complements of the reſt, but they daily 
igneaſgxpected the Number wanted from Catalonia: And 
morelheſe four Ships which were to be left behind, at 


Str Events, would be getting ready to ſteal away 
ler uf he firſt unguarded Opportunity with Embarkations 
annoy lo 1taly. 
pplie 
being The French, notwithſtanding their excellent Re- 
Por gulation of the Marine, and the extolb'd Advantages 
erm t having Recourſe, on every Occaſion, to their 
Kegiſter Seamen for the equipping and manning a 
Buff Fleet in the Twinkling of an Eye, or in a ſurpri- 
og incredible Time, gave, at this Juncture, a 
6 1 "roof, that they were almoſt as flow as their Neigh- 
pours, and that the boaſted Value of their great 
; Toni Ptrength in having ſuch Numbers of Seamen at a 
Ne Moment's Warning, is rated by Appearances, and 
and ir pot in Reality; for it was manileſt, after five or ſix 
wder, u Months trumpeting, proclaiming Pains and Penal- 
"ruth ies on the Backward and the Fugitives, with all 
a. "= ſhe Power and Oppreſſion which an arbitrary King 
whereas fan inflict, as well as laying an Embargo on all 
- turn out Abeir Trade (which is exceedingly great in the Me- 
no m2 iterranean, eſpecially to and from Turky, that there 
5 b ; ay be ſeen near an hundred Sail at a Time coming 


| if [ 1:4, $859 | thence, bound to Marſeilles; no pleaſant 
pend uf Pight to an Exgliſman; but what has been frequent- 


ly 


(48) 2 
ly obſerved fince our Fleet has lain at Hieret) they 
were forced to drag into their Service Seven thou. 
ſand Men not regiſtered; One thouſand of whic . 
were Maſters of trading Ships, and ſmall» Veſſels; 
and to this Streiglht and extream Diſtreſs were 0 portu 
reduced, only to mann ſixteen Ships of the Line d rin 
Battle. 1 1h 
| | Þ did 
j ooke 


om 


Our Cruizers were daily mſorting t to esl te. 
Frigates, as well as thoſe Ships of the Line of Ba 


de al 

tle. Mr. Matthews: himſelf arrived in the Nan abroa 
the 28th of December, after ſix Months Abſene Mailing 
from the Fleet; the latter Part of which Time Pucki! 
had been at Turin, and was ſaluted by all the Ship; he 7 
being now Admiral of the Blue Squadron of his Mg Fame 
| jeſt y* s Fleet, and Mr, Leſtock Rear n of ig Ployec 
Red Squadron. Vibral 
vas it 

1743-4—The 3d of January Mr. Leſtock boite 2 
the St. George's Flag at the Foretopmaſtchead ol Ein 0 


board the Neptune, as did alſo Captain Rowley H NMoide 
ſame Flag at the Mizentopmaſt-head on board q Pf the 
the Bai fear. This Gentleman was firſt appointed Wood c 
Captain in 1716, and commanded a Twenty-Gun Sli tation 
for ſome Tears on the Iriſh Station, where, if be Lon, 
not % good an Opportunity to ripen His great Tal: ajeſt 
and to perfect his Judęment and Experience, a n im: 
Fleets, or ia the mary different Expeditions the Ro ed a 
Navy has ſinte thai Time been employed on, be, booghen | 
ever, reaped the Sweets of an advantageous Statungt his 
rom whence be was paid off, and continued on the bi ¶tereſte 
Pay, aud did not receive a Commiſſion till 1741, uli tmoſt 
be was appointed Caplain of tbe Barfleur. Fhereb) 
dnfider 
Until the 12th of January, we could, not muſte the 
up more than eighteen Ships of the Line; conlould | 
quently we were under the moſt. anxious Apprebenobabj 
ſions, leſt the ae Fleets ſhould hutry out ur Tra 


Toll 


58% 


A (49) 
rr Tous, and attack us; in which, were we to 


hou. judge from their late Conduct and diſtinguiſhed 
hic Bravery, they would have certainly obtained a 
dels rompleat Victory; but they, let ſlip this Op- 
they portunity, and our Ships the Elizabeth, Berwick, 
ne Princeſſa and Marlborough joined the Fleet from 
abon. No ſooner than the third of February, 
id the Somerſet and Warwick arrive, two Ships 
; the N ooked upon to be unſerviceable, and repreſented to 
Ba: pe almoſt ready to drop to Pieces, from being 


Jam abroad fix or ſeven Years, that were juſt then upon 
bſenc Mailing for England; but on this preſſing Occaſion, 
me h Nuckily enough countermanded. And the fame Day 
Ship he Dragon, Capt. Charles Watſon, unexpectedly 


'S Mas i 


of it | 


ame to Hieres, which Ship had been Jately em- 


Paas in her Tour to have cruized ſome Time off 
hoiſte Cadiz, and then proceed to Liſbon, where the Cap- 
ead ain of her was ſure of the Benefit of eight hundred 
ley i Moidores Freight Money; yet the Momeat he heard 
dard d pf the Preparations of the Enemy, and the Likeli- 
intel ¶Pood of their coming out to Sea, he made no He- 
un Hl tation. The alluring Advantages of a Trip to 
be buon, the darling Wiſhes of the Captains in his 
Tal:iMajeſty's Fleet, with the fair Proſpect of catching 
„ 45 n immenſe Fortune, on a Station extremely en- 
be Rö ed and fought after, did not weigh with him, 
be, booghen he found them incompatible with the Service 
Stalin his King and Country. But from the moſt diſ- 
4 the laftereſted Motive, without Orders, he, with the 
4 1, wl tmoſt Expedition, joined the Fleet at Hieres, 


14 nliderable Prize, which was taken by the Solebay 
vt muste the Value of 3000007, For at that Time he 


* 


„ coniofould have been on that Station, and the Solebay 


\ pprehe1obably, either in Gibraltar Bay, or pr otecling 


try out Mur Trade in the G from the Spaniſh Privateers. 
Tou © — A 


ployed on the ſeveral Cruizes between Toulon and 
Gibraltar; and, in Conſequence of her Orders, 


Ficreby this Gentleman may have poſſibly loſt that 


Among <=} * 
e 
4 
„ 
_ 


— , ii onion ia bog” "wt 
EET ea A 24 — a 


630) 1 
A. Demonſtration of his great Eſteem of peaſonl 
Poverty, when the true Intereſt of his Country cal- 
led him; ſuch an ardent Zeal, ſuch juſt and un- x 
biaſſed Sentiments, ſo uncommon, nay without an 
Example in the Navy, cannot but raiſe our Admi. 1 
ration to the higheſt Pitch, and inſpire us with the 
moſt fervent Wiſhes for the Welfare and Happineſs 
of ſo much real Merit, which cannot be rewarded | 
with too much Diſtinction, nor public padre 3 
ments. 4 


Captain Graves of the Marlborough, the Senor | 
Captain in the Mediterranean, who had wore a broad i 
Pendant, during the Time he had been Abroad, Int th 
and repeated Signals, as the Superior of the third| 81d n 
Diviſion, and commanding in the third Poſt ; an] Porcen 
Officer of approved Loyalty and Capacity, whole FComy 
firſt Commiſſion, as a Poſt Captain, bears date t was 
January 1712-13 3 having been ever ſince employed they } 
in his Majeſty's Service, always contenting himſelf oined 
with ſuch Voyages or Services, as his Superiors had o con 
allotted him; eſpecially on the late Expedition to Rith a 
Carthagena, when many others ſneaked away from] that V 
their Duty to his Majeſty and the Public, and 
got themſelves excuſed ; He, with the greatelt Ala] 
crity, went that Voyage, and behaved himſelf wine The 
remarkable Bravery and Diſcretion z finding on his q ind to 
Arrival at Hieres Mr. Rowley, (a Junior Officer Hiſpate 
Rear Admiral of the White Squadron, he imme - Council 
diately reſigned his Commiſſion, and went Home xperie; 
by Land, univerſally lamented by all his Offices pne of 
and Ship's Company. He was not Maſter of chr Pea, u 
Docility and Submiſſion to continue ſerving under ag 
Junior; his Spirit was not tamed enough, neither 
would his Senſe of Honour ſuffer him to be thus 
pliant : He therefore thought quitting the Navy the 


(* 


rreateſt 4 


only Reſentment in his Power, as he could not bear ln 
the Mortification which he always faithfully ended, Iten, to 


Voure delolutic 


l (5s) 

nal voured'not to deſerve; and he apprehended the In- 
cal. ury done to his Seniority, Pre-eminence and long 
un- Services, entirely ſet him free from all Subjection, 
an or the leaſt Stain and Reproach for leaving the 
mi- Fleet, when fo fair an Opportunity was juſt ready 
the o offer, to make known his further Abilities, Cou- 
inck rage and Pretenſion to a Flag. 


8 The Addition of ſeven ſuch Ships gave us great 
Ppirits; and if we were difpirited, or caſt down 
 ibcfore, we were now got into the other Extream, 
enior xulting and defying our Enemics and their Auxi- 
road iaries; a general Joy was diffuſed all over the Fleet, 
road, It the ſame Time that the French and Spaniards 
id not at all like the Appearance of ſuch a Rein- 
| Worcement ; and though the Enemy had received the 
hoſe Complement of Men expected from Catalonia, yet 


a 


t was now given out that they ſhould not fail, until 
loyed hey had farther Orders from Court: This Rumour 
imſc|Foined to that good Opinion we are always inclined 
s had fo conceive of ourſelves, and our invincible Armadas, 


on toÞFvith a very deſpicable one of our Enemy, led us to 
from] hat Vanity of Conceit, that they durſt not venture: 
o eaſy are we puffed with any View of Proſperity. 


f wih The French and Spaniſh Admirals came to Hieres, 
on his nd took a View of our Fleet; Couriers were daily 
officer Hliſpatched to Court and arriving from thence ; 
imme · N Councils of War, the Reſource of all conſummate and 
Home MF*perienced Commanders were frequently beld (x); in 
fficen pne of which, the Spani/> Officers oppoſed going to 
of that ea, until they were reinforced, when the French 
inder 3 | Admiral 


neither : | 

de thu (, This we neglected, though the conſtant Practice of the 
avy the ſWeatelt Generals that ever lived; who have ever eſteemed it of 
ot bear ie higheſt Importance in Affairs of War, to deliberate with 


many, and to decide with few; to aſſemble their principal Offi- 
ers, to hear all- their Opinions, and from thence form a ſecret 
eſolution to be executed with all poſlible Speed. 


endea- 
voured 


— - — * 


2 
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(523 
Admiral to put an End to the Debate, read his 
Maſter's Orders, which were to proceed immedi- 
ately, to Sea in Conjunction with the Spaniſb Squa- Meithe 
dron, and after they had begun the Act ion, he was 


directed to deſtroy us, or to bring our Fleet into 
Toulon Harbour. | 


Wagair 
While we were vainly boaſting of our Strength, 3 T 
and fooliſhly enough echoing aſhore, the Expecta- I noy⸗ 


tion we had of more Ships joining us every Day fand 
from England; the French had Recourſe to their were 
accuſtomed Artifice and Policy, in undervaluing Rand e 
and extenuating the Force of our Fleet; and with in 70 
great Art and unwearied Induſtry, brought their Bias a! 
poor deluded People to believe that we were very from 
inconſiderable; only a few great Ships amongſt us, were 
all the reſt Frigates, infinitely diſtreſſed for want of Ships 
Men, Powder, and every neceſſary Store, requiſite upon 
to, compleat a Ship of War: No Stone was left low u 
unturned, no Lye untold, however fooliſh and ri- Ships 
diculous, that could poſſibly ſerve to enliven and Deſtr 
animate their Men. But though theſe Reports were Com! 
credited by the French with as wonderful a Facility Fire; 
as the Authors of ſuch Falſhoods told them, yet the D 
neither the Spaniſh Officers, who were equally able provi. 
with the French, if not their Superiors, nor their I inconl 
Men could be impoſed upon in this egregious Man- ever 
ner; nay, even Truths well atteſted by many con- [to be 
current Circumſtances, and clearly diſcerned by in- ¶ could 
different Perſons, that they would not admit of the much 
leaſt Doubt, if told by a Frenchman, a Spaniard was they v 
{ure to refuſe his Belief. Truth and Falſhood from Very 
that Quarter, were alike regarded by the Spaniard, ¶ inſigni 
whoſe Deteſtation was become invincible, through I Brains 
the ill Ulage and repeated Inſults they had been con- 
tinually receiving from the French Nation in gene- 
ral, fince their Reſidence in Toulon Harbour; and 
by all Accounts, joined to the many Civilities 2 Fa 
gies : 


: (53) 
great Reſpect, which, upon every Occaſion, they 
paid to the Engliſh Gentlemen they caſually met with, 


a- either at Marſeilles or Toulon, as well as their own 

as Converſation, they would have rather joined us to 

to have fought the French, than engaged with them 
Hagainſt us. 

th, The French had concerted many Projects, to an- 

ta- znoy and deſtroy us, which were heartily ridiculed 


Jay fand laughed at by the Spaniards; among which 
1cir were the Bridges that they tryed the Experiment of, 
ing and exerciſed with wonderful Dexterity and Succeſs 
vith Jin Toulon Harbour, when the Water was as ſmooth 
heir Jas a Pond. Theſe extraordinary Machines reached 
rery from the Laniards of their Shrouds upwards, and 
us, were intended to be made Uſe of in boarding our 
t of Ships; they were contrived to let fall in an Inſtance 
ſite upon us, by which thouſands were to enter, to ſwal- 
left low up our {mall Numbers, and thereby take our 
J ri- Ships in a Trice. Another ſubtle Invention of 
and Deſtruction was a Contrivance to let drop Boxes of 
were Combuſtibles from their Yard Arms, to ſet us on 
cility Fire; Scythes very long to cut our Rigging, and 
, ye the Nettings which they had heard that we had 
able provided to catch the Boarders in, if they ſhould 
their inconſiderately attempt this filly Stratagem. How- 
Man- ever excellent theſe Schemes and Devices ſeemed 
con- to be in Speculation, it is hardly poſſible that they 
by in- could be executed in Fleets, and on Board of Ships 
of the much higher and loftier than thoſe from whence 
d was they were to be performed; wherefore the Spaniards 
from very judiciouſly contemned them as illuſive and 
;niard, I inſignificant; and as the Fruits and Expedients of 
xough Brains acquainted with the Theory, but altogether 
en con · Strangers to Practice. | 


„ n About the middle of January, the Winchelſea was 
ies and ordered off of Toulon, to obſerve the Motions of 
= the 


( 54 ) | 
the combined Fleets 3 and notwithſtanding the mam 
hard Gales of Wind which happened berween that 
Time and the 8th of February, the Day that thi 
Enemy got under Sail, yet that Ship kept hei 4 
Station in a moſt ſurprizing Manner; keeping con- 
tinually in Sight of the opening of Toulon Harbour Y 
in which Captain Marſh gave a ſignal Evidence o 
his Vigilance and good C nduct, Which very juſtly I 
acquired him the Applauſe of the whole Fleet as af 
able Officer, in whom might be placed the greateſ | 
Confidence and Truſt, who might be entirely de 
pended on in his indefatigable Look out, and una 

wearied Purſuit of Intelligence. 


; 


The Diamond was ſent ſome Time after to jou 
with the Vinchelſea in obſerving the Enemy, bull 
ſhe was ſoon blown off her Station. . 
Next Day after the Vincbelſea failed, the Eſa 
Feverſkam and Chatham anchored under the In 1 
of Porquerole (likewiſe the Dunkirk and King 
and ſome Days before the Fleet ſalled) and wer 
ſtationed there, being about halt Way between th 
Admiral and the Vincbelſea, in order to oblcr 
and repeat Signals from both; and as the moſt cor 
venient Intercourſe for the Paſſage of all Orders an 
Intelligence. 


The latter End of this Month, by the Diligend 
of our faithful little Cruizer, we were informe 
that the French Squadron had got out into ti 
great Road at Toulon, but an hard Gale of Wu 
coming eaſterly, prevented the Spaniſh Ships trol 
following until a Week after; theſe Truths we 
ſoon confirmed from the Shore, and ſtill ſome M-- 
the Unbelieving, imagined the united Fleets wou 
never come to Sea. 
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(55) 
3 Wedneſday, February 8, at Three in the After- 

Soon, the Vinchelſea came in Sight, in the Weſtern 
aſſage of the Bay, and made the Signal that the 
ombined Fleets were coming out; upon which the 
E/ex, at an Anchor under the Iſland of Porquerole, 
© Fepeated the Signal, and then the Admiral anſwered 
them (). Immediately after, the public and pri- 
yate Signals were made to unmoor with all poſſible 
Expedition, when the Fleet unmoored, hove ſhort. 
and lay ſo all Night; being little Wind, the French 
and Spaniſh Ships came to an Anchor under the Land 
near Toulon Harbour, and the Oxford and Guernſey 
got under Sail, in order to lie without the Iſlands 
to obſerve them. 


Thurſday, February 9, at Dawn of Day, little 
Wind and almoſt Calm, we ſaw the Real, the Spa- 
nid Admiral, with a French Ship of War over the 
low Land ſtanding off and on. At Nine, the Eſex 
made the Signal that the combined Fleets were under 
Sail. At Ten our Fleet weighed on a little Breeze 
of Wind ſpringing up Weſterly ; when the Admiral 
for the firſt Time, ſince he commanded in the Mediler- 
ranean, made the Signal for the Fleet to draw into a 
Line of Baltle, one Ship a-head of another; and the 
Vice-Admiral with his Diviſion made Sail a-head, 
but about Noon the Admiral made the Signal !or 
the Van of the Fleet to tack, and we continued all 
the reſt of the Day plying to Windward, between 
the Iſlands and the main Land in the Bay of Hieres, 
where there was not room to form a Line. At 


Five the Fleet anchored in the Bay, the Enemy 
| wcre 


(y) Vice Admiral Leftock ſays, in the Account he delivered 
lo the Houſe of Commons, that he at this Time waited of Mr. 
Mathews, and defired to know, as he had the Honour to com - 
| mand next to him, and the Enemy was in Sight, if he had auy 
particular Commands or Inſtructions, but he anſwered No, ſaying 
was very cold, and bid him go aboard. 
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(56), | 
were employed this Day in forming a Line of Batt! 
in the beſt Order, and by haling their Wind, thei 
not only ſeemed to be ſenſible of the Ad vantag 
they already had in the Weather-gage, but the) 
like able Officers of cool Heads and ſolid Fudgment: 
were preparing to get into the wiſeſt Diſpoſition of Bau 
in their Power, and were unwilling to make an i 
Uſe of the Aſſiſtance of Providence, by making too mud 
haſte to bear down upon their Enemy in Diſorder ail 
Confuſion, 


2 


Friday, February 10, the Fleet, at Day- break 
weighed with the Land Breeze, and at ſeven thi 
Admiral having made the Signal for the Fleet to dravff 
into a Line of Battle one aſtern of the other, with 
large Wind, and for thoſe to lead who were to leaf 
with their Starboard Tacks abroad by a Wind th 
the Vice Admiral and his Diviſion anſwered th M 
Signal, by making Sail immediately a-head; bu th 
the little Wind, with an high Weſtern Swell, and th 


the unaccountable Impatience of many of the Shin T 
in crowding and prefling upon one another, who: A 
unſeaſonable Eagerneſs was not to be held in, eve to 


by Order and Diicipline, hindered the Fleet fron th 
getting out of the Bay in the Diſpoſition of Battk WY P; 
according to the Signal abroad. Inſtead of Ob. fo 
dience, the firſt Habit which a military Man ſhoul' BY a. 
learn, no leſs than twelve or fourteen Ships of ti: E. 
Van and the Center, with both their Chiefs, wer 
got into the Southern Paſſage where there is w W 
| anchoring; mixed in an Heap, Heads and Stem m. 
athwart, juſt . being aboard of one another, en- Fl 
tirely governed and conducted by the Swell, wih Ex 


s 


all their Boats endeavouring to tow them clear di ral 

this imminent Danger, without any Probability of of 

eſcaping a greater Loſs than any in the Power of the 

Enemy to inflict; a pleafant Sight to them, and an a 

anxious Situation and Concern to us, yet beyond the me 
7 Judgment 
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Judgment and Expectation of a Man, who depends 
of Miracles in every Exigency of 
Life, the Ships were extricated from theſe Difficulties, 
as ĩt Were. by the Intervention of the Deity. 


| We diſcovered the Eoemy, the Body of their Fleet 
being about S. W. diſtant four or five Leagues, 
who ſtood towards us, ſeeming to have the Wind 
Weſterly, while what little we had was Eaſterly. At 


Noon, the Boyne and Chicheſter joined us from Eng- 


land, and faluted the Admiral. Half an Hour after, 
the Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet to draw 
into a Line of Battie, one Ship a-head of another. At 
two o'Clock, he hoiſted a Blue Flag at the Flagſtaff 
on the Mien Top-maſt-head, and fired a Gun; 
whichSignal, by the 8thArticle of the fighting Inſtruc- 
tions, 1s for him that commands in the 3d Poſt, and 
the Ships of the Larboard Quarter to clap by the 
Wind, and to come to their Larboard Tack; but by 
the gth Article of the ſailing Inſtructions, it is for all 
the Ships of the Fleet to bring to with the Larboard 
Tack ; the Admiral having brought to, the inferior 
Admirals repeated the Signal *, and the Fleet brought 
to with the Larboard Tack; little or no Wind, and 
the Swell driving us nearer and nearer the Iſland of 
Perquerote, At Three, the Admiral made the Signal 
for the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship 
a- breaſt of another, and with a little Air of Wind 
Eaſterly he ſtretched with his Diviſion to the South- 
weſtward, the Vice Admiral with his Diviſion to the 
Weſtward, and the Rear Admiral with his Diviſion 
made all the Sail they could in order to extend the 
Fleet, and to form the Line of Battle. But in the 
Evening we were not at all regular, the Rear Admi- 
ral's Diviſion was ſtraggled, and a great way a-ffern 
of the Center; z neither as the Center, nor the 


P The Neceſlity of an Alteration in our Signals, as this Signal 
means two different Things, 


(38) 

Admiral's Diviſion formed in Order of Battle. On 
the contrary, the Enemy's Fleet ſeemed to be in 
an excellent Diſpoſition, and a good Line, not 
above the Diſtance of four or five Miles, to the 
Number of thirty-ſix Sail, twenty-eight of which 
formed their Line, fixteen French, and twelve Spa- 
iſh, the other eight were Frigates and Fireſhips. 
The French Admiral, Monſieur de Court, with a 
white Flag at the Mizen Topmaſt-head was in the 
Center; Monfieur Gabaret, with a Cornet or Flag 
with a Swallow Tail, was in the Van; and Don Na- 
varro, the Spaniſh Admiral, with a Flag at the Mizen 
Topmaſt-head, on board of the Real, a Ship of 114 
Guns, was in the Rear; with five of the San Ships 
a-head of him, and the other fix a-ſtern, 


About half an Hour after it was dark, the Admiral 


put abroad four Lights in his Fore Shrouds, and-fired 
eight Guns, which is the Night Signal for the Fleet 
to bring to, the windwardmoſt Ships to do it firſt, 
and to lie by with their Larboard Tacks aboard ; the 
Fleet accordingly brought to, being very near the 
Enemy, and in Sight of them all Night. The Wind 


variable in the Eaſtern Quarter. (z) 
Saturday, 


(z) Admiral Mathews Account, pablithed by Authority, fays, 
That he brought to {9 very near to the Enemy that he could count 
the Enemy's Ships after the Moon was down; but could not at 
the ſamt time ſee Vice Admiral Leftock and his Squadron, he hav- 
ing brought to ſo far to windward, that when it was dawning, and 
the Admiral had made Sail, and the Sipnal for the Line of Battle 
a-breaſt, the Vice Admiral was full five Miles a-ftern of him. 

Mr. Lefto-& fays in his Account, That he brought to, being in 
a Line of Battle with Admiral Matheavs, within three Miles of the 
Enemy, two of whoſe Ships bore away from him: But at Day- 
break finding himſelf a greater Diſtance from the Admiral than 
at Night when he brought to, occaſion'd by a Shift of Wind, Eddy 
er of the Iſlands, while Mr. Mathews was in the Offing, 
in the Power of the Current, he made Sail, and by that time the 
Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet to make Sail, which he 
repeated : At half - paſt fix in the Morning be was near be- 

ing 


(859 


in Saturday, February 11, when Day appeared, in- 
ot ſtead of being formed in tolerable Order, or any 
ne thing like a Line of Battle, the Ships were ſcattered, 
ch and extended wide of one another, rather more un- 
4. even than when we brought to at Night, which pro- 
s. ceeded from a Line never as yet having been formed, 
a and the Current with the Wind being variable. The 
he combined Fleets kept in an umform Line, and had 
ag made Sail in good Order, ſtretching to the South- 
Ja- ward, the Body of their Fleet diſtant from ours ſeven 
en | or 
14 ing a-breaſt of him, though their Diviſions were far from bein 
ips cloſed together, and the Rear Admiral's a great way to wind war 
of the Line of Battle. Time will ſhew which of theſe two is the 
trueſt Account; but if Mr. Matheaus intended that the Fleet 
. ſhould endeavour to form in a Line in the Night, as it did not ap- 
iral pear to be formed before it was dark, certainly he miſtook the 
red Signal he made ; for by that, it became the Duty of every Ship 
leet to bring to, without regarding the Signal for the Line a-breaſt, 
when it was ſeen flying, fince the expreſs Words of this Inſtruc- 
rſt, tion, command that the windwardmoſt Ships ſhall bring to firſt, 
the which is the 7th Article of the fighting Inſtructions. And as a 
the Seaman and an Officer I take upon me to ſay that there is no ſuch 
Find thing as bringing to in a Line of Battle a-breaſt, becauſe when a 
: Fleet has been failing in a Line a-breaſt, and a Signal is made for 
bringing to, tho' they were ina Line a-breaſt before they brought 
An to, after bringing to, the Ships muſt be right a-head one Ship of 
* another, by 0 to the Wind; like a Rank of Soldiers ſtand- 
ſays ing in a ſtrait Line ſide by fide, marching with their Backs to the 
count Wind, when they are ordered to ſtop ſhort and turn their Sides to 
not at the Wind inſtead of their Backs, then from being a- breaſt of one 
Wr another, they, by obeying this Order, are one Man a- head of ano- 
„ an 


ther; conſequently the Signal for the Fleet to bring to after failing 
a-breaſt, or the Order for the Soldiers to ſtop and turn their Sides, 
inſtead of their Backs to the Wind, makes it ceaſe to be a Line 


Battle 


ng in a-breaſt, fince in obeying the Signal or Order, it becomes a Line 
of the a-head of one another : But to carry the Compariſon quite through, 
Day- ſhould not all the Ships or Soldiers, that were ordered to ſtop or 
than turn their Sides to the Wind, be ſailing or marching a- breaſt one 
Eddy of another, but ſome of them endeavouring to get into that Poſi- 
Offing. tion according to the Order, be directed on a ſudden to ſtop and 


ne the 
ich he 
ar be- 


ing 


turn their Sides to the Wind, and thoſe to do it firſt, that were 
neareſt the Wind, is not this Order to be obey'd, tho' contrary to 
the former Order What * we then ſay to the Folly of that 

2 Man, 


(60 
or eight Miles. In this Diſpoſition, little Wind about 
N. . with a Swell, the Admiral made the Signal 
for the Fleet to make Sail; and kept edging down 
upon the Enemy, the Wings endeavouring their ut- 
moſt by crouding Sail to get into better Order, and 
keep up with the Center. At half an Hour paſt ſeven, 
the Admiral made the Signal for the Rear Admiral 
and his Diviſion to make more Sail. And at eight, 
he alſo made the ſame Signal for the Vice Admiral and 
his Diviſion; then he made the Signal for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship a- breaſt of 
another. At nine, the Admiral made the Signal for 
the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, one a- ſtern of 

ano- 


Man, who tramples Diſcipline under his Foot, and expects you 
ſhould execute the former Order, that had ceaſed to be ſo (to all 
Intents and Purpoſes, as ſoon as the Signal was made for bringing 
to) in contradiction to the laſt Order and to be enabled to do 
this, you was to perceive a gradual Drift of two or three Miles in 
eleven Hours in a dark Night, where it is poſſible you might not 
alter the Bearings, tho* your Diſtance might be greatly increaſed ; 
and farther, had your Sight been ſo nicely diſcerning, a command- 
ing Officer of a Diviſion muſt have ſearch'd out all his Ships in the 
Night to have given them proper Directions, as there is no Signal 
in the failing or fighting Inſtructions for a particular Diviſion to 
make Sail after lying by nor for their bringing to after mak- 
ing Sail. After what has been ſaid, is not Mr. Mathews very un- 
reaſonable to expect a Performance contrary to the true Meaning 
of the Signal he made, having expreſs'd one 'Thing and meant 
another. And as he did not make a proper Signal on this Service, 
nor did appoint a proper Signal for the Line of Battle in the 
Night, (which was neceſſary to have been made on this Occaſion, 
as a ſure Guide and Direction) his Majeſty's Service ſuffer'd, and 
his Country's Cauſe was hurt, as his Impatience did not ſuffer him 
to lay by till the Rear of the Fleet got up with him, according to 
the Meſſage he ſent by his Lieutenant to Mr. Leftock: Admiral 
Vernon was ſo much Maſter of his Trade, as to appoint a Night 


Signal for the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle in the Night, 
VIZ, 


Shall be my ſhewing two Lights of an equal 

Line of Bat- Height over my Light in the Main-top, and firing 

tle in the a Gun, and carrying the diſtinguiſhing Lights, when 

Night. each Ship is to carry her diſtinguiſhing Light, and 
get into her reſpective Station. | 


al to lead; and in half an Hour after, he made the Sig- 
n nal for the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, one 
at- ship a-head of another. 

nd 

n, lt cannot be foreign to the Purpoſe to endeavour 
ral Nat the Definition of a Line of Battle, its Uſe and Con- 
ht, ſtitution, by Way of Explanation to thoſe of our 
nd Readers that are unacquainted with the military Di- 
eet ſcipline at Sea. 

of | 

for - A Ling or BATTLE is the Baſis and Foundation 
of of all Diſcipline in Sea Fights, and is univerſally prac- 
no- tiſed by all Nations that are Maſters of any Power at 

ea; it has had the Teſt of a long Experience, and 

Re W ſtood before the Stroke of Time, pure, and unalter'd, 
ging handed down by our Predeceſſors as the moſt pru- 
o do dential, and beſt-concerted Diſpoſition that can poſ- 
es 1 {]Wfibly be uſed at Sea. 
, f : 
— This Order conſiſts in a Fleet of Ships being ex- 
n the tended in a ftrait Line, either a-head or a- breaſt one 
igna' Ship of another; to keep as cloſe together as the 
mak- Weather will permit, that at all Times every Ship 
y un- may be ready to ſuſtain, relieve, and ſuccour one ano- 
2 ther: Thus the Fleet muſt move to attack, or receive 


6619 


another, with a large Wind, and the Rear Admiral 


rvice, an Enemy, in a firm Body together, as it were united 
n the and cemented : A ſtrong Bulwark perfectly formed 
aſion, in this Manner, which makes all its Motions toge- 


. r N ther, not only prevents Diſorder and Confuſion, but 
ing to it is the wiſeſt Precaution that Thought can ſtart, and 


imiral a certain Advantage which may be look'd upon as the 
Night ſureſt Token of good Succeſs. 


Night, 

equal | All other Stratagems and Devices avail not; the 
1 firing moſt exalted Valour, Superiority of Force, and the 
22 moſt intrepid daring Fellows, who fight otherwiſe 


| with more Fire than Order, muſt ſubmit to that Side 
| where 
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(62) | 
where there is the moſt Diſcipline in the Uniformity | 
and Cloſeneſs of the Line: How impotent, then, 
muſt the greateſt Fleet be, when ſcattered up and Pefor 
down, equally incapable of ſupporting itſelf, and re. Mer 
pulſing its Enemies? Though Courage without Con. Whew: 
duct, or Raſhneſs may not always be diſcomfitted , |oget 
and Fortune, with an Inſolence peculiar to herſelf, ; Poth 
ſometimes pleaſed to exert her Power againſt Prudence, ents 
ſhe is, however, foil'd in the long Run, and forced fence 
to yield; ſo true it is that the Strength of a Fleet con. 
ſiſts not ſo much in the Number of its Ships, and the Th 


Bravery of their Crews, as in the Exactneſs in form. KT'ipal 
ing a Diſpoſition of Battle in this Order, and the Ex. pt Ba 
perience of him that commands them. : ne 

pf th 


It is for theſe Reaſons that fighting in a Line oi oſt 
Battle at Sea is continued to be the conſtant Practice f dir 
of every Nation; a military Maxim by all approved, Nheir 
and not to be diſpenſed with upon any Conſideration, any 
however ſpecious, ſafe, and expeditious a contrary Con- Puppe 
duct, to oppoſe and deſtroy the Enemy, may appear hat e 
in the Execution and Performance. Hence, by the alf a 
Inſtructions eſtabliſhed by his Majeſty in Council, the ity I 
Admiral and Commander in Chief is directed to ex. e V 
erciſe the Ships under his Command, and to draw ane 
them frequently into Lines of Battle, that, by a long hich 
Courſe of Practice and Obedience in this their capital Hm 
Inſtruction, every Officer may become perfect, and ucceſ 
acquire a thorough Knowledge, eſpecially thoſe WH Vrder 
have arrived at a Command, without any other Me. exp 


rit, befides that of their Birth or Intereſt, ho Re 

evade 
; Sir John Norris and Admiral Vernon have been e pu 
indefatigable in maintaining this naval Exerciſe, this ll tl 


indiſpenſable Leſſon, ſuffering no ſeaſonable Opportu- Ship! 


nity to eſcape whereby the Raw and Unexperienced Joever 
might be properly educated, den 4 


let it 
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2 | | 

) | | 
. lt is the Duty of an Admiral commanding in Chief, 
p and! Pefore he proceeds to Sea, to give every Captain, un- 
1d re. er his Direction, his Order of Battle, which, by 
Con. Nhe wing the Station of each Ship, no Ship can miſtake, 
itted; fogether with the failing and fighting Inſtructions; 
elf, oth which are ſigned by himſelf, and are, to all In- 
lence, ents and Purpoſes, expreſs Orders, not on any Pre- 


Forces fence or Motive to be violated. 


t con. ; a 
1d the Theſe Inſtructions are well concerted ; their prin- 


form. ipal Injunction is to enforce Obedience to the Order 
e Ex. f Battle, when the Signal is made by the Admiral, 
s, next under the Protection of Heaven, the Succefs 
pf the Fleet depends on it, including Signals as the 
ine of oſt expeditious, if not the only practicable Method 


actice df directing the different Ships to keep, or endeavour 


oved, heir utmoſt to get into their proper Station: among 
ation, any other Articles which intirely contribute to the 


yCon-i Support of this Diſcipline and Order, it is directed, 
appear hat each Ship in the Line of Battle ſhall keep within 
y the half a Cable's Length of one another, which is about 
il, the fifty Fathom ; That if his Majeſty's Fleet ſhould have 


to ex. Ne Wind of the Enemy, the Van ſhall ſteer with the 

dray Van of the Enemy's, and there to engage them; by 
a long Phich means every Ship knows her Adverſary, and 
capital rom the foremoſt in the Van to the Rear, attack them 


„ ani if ucceſſively: An admirable Article to preſerve the 


ho Order and Diſcipline of the Fleet. The Prohibition 
r Me. expreſſed in the ſtrongeſt Senſe that Words can utter, 
ho Room for Miſapprehenſion, or the leaſt Plea to 
Evade it, that none of the Ships in the Fleet ſhall dare 
been to purſue any ſmall Number of the Enemy's Ships 
, this till the main Body is diſabled, or run; and that no 
portu- Ship ſhall leave her Station upon any Pretence what- 
Pee ſoever. No Temptation, nor Allurement of any ſud- 
den Advantage to deſtroy the Enemy, no Exploit, 
let it be ever ſo conſiderable, and well- executed, can 


It ex- 
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extenuate the Guilt of Diſobedience, and this Breach | | 
Junior Officers are ſtrictly injoined to 


of Diſcipline, 


adhere to theſe Articles, they are not proper Judges, 
paſſive Obedience is their Duty; and it is the Admi-Þ 


ral alone who holds the Power in his Hand that i; 
the Judge; therefore, without Orders, or Signals 


made by him to authorize and juſtify a Ship's break. 
ing the Line of Battle, it is a Subverſion of all Com-. 


mand, bad in its Example, and dreadful in its Con- 


ſequences. 


Had the Fleet, agreeable to any of theſe Signals, 
been ever formed into a cloſe regular Line of Battle, 
either a-head or a-breaſt one Ship of another, doubt. 


leſs it would have been an eaſy matter to have varied 
them into either, according to the Wind, or the E. 
nemy's Diſpoſition ;3 like a Rank of Soldiers, which! 


after having been formed into a ſtrait Line, ſtandinę 


Side by Side, can, at the Word of Command, tum 
about either a-head or a- breaſt one Man of another 


wheeling with great Eaſe and Dexterity, either to 


the Right or Left ; but order theſe Men, to the Num. 


ber of twenty-eight or thirty, mixed and confuſed 
together, to go and engage an Enemy ſome Diſtance 
off, directing them never to ſtop or wait for on: 
another, but in their way thither to form a Rank ot 
ſtrait Line; this is a Thing impracticable, and aiming 
at an Impoſſibility. In like Manner our Fleet ſet out 


and continued their Courſe in Diſorder ; and tho? 1 


was leſs Difficult for the Center to form than the 
other two Diviſions, yet it was far from being formed, 
and cloſed conformable to Diſcipline, and the fighting 


Inſtructions; as the Center out-failed the Wings, and 
did not lay by for them, or allow for the little Wind, 
the Swell, and a ſufficient Time for ſo great a Num - 
ber of Ships, which were to compoſe the Line of Bat-F 
tle, to get into Order, no Neglect can be imputed to 
the Wings; they could not provide any n : 

| an 


C 
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reach and they are not at all anſwerable for the Conſe- 
e 
1 
\dmi- 1 The Royal Oak, which joined the Fleet from Mabon, 
nat 8 f Ship of ſeventy Guns, with two more of eighty the 
ignals By Day before, were no ſmall Addition to our Strength 
reak-BY :nd in this critical Conjuncture ſeemed to be a Predic- 
Com- tion of our ſuture Succeſs; in ſhort it was very pro- 
Con-] vidential, as it were leading Fortune in a String; and 
what made their Arrival more welcome, and the Sa- 
| tisfaction more general, was the Apprehenſion we 
nals, 1:boured under, fince the combined Fleets had put to 
Battle Sea, which fear at laſt became extremely anxious and 
doubt 7 troubleſome, left they ſhould fall in with the Enemy, 
varied in their Way to Heres; which Diſaſter would have 
the E. been the difference of fix Ships to us, and the Enemy 
which would have ſpared Men enough to have fought them 
* | againſt us. 
, turn 
nother WY (a) Mr. Zeftoct's Account ſays, that before eight o'Clock Lieu- 
ther to tenant Faſper, the Admirals Licutenant, came on board, and told 
N him, that the Admiral would lay by until he could get up with 
Num nis Diviſion to cloſe the Line cf Battle with Admiral Mat heavs 3 
onfuſed but having obſerv'd to Mr. Faster that the Admiral had rather 
iſtance made more Sail, and went fatter from him, he reply'd, that ſoon 
or on after hz put off from his Ship (the Namur,) ſhe had made more 
ank a Sail; nevertheleſs he thought it his Duty not to return. before he 
ank er had delivered to him Mr. Matheats's Meſſage. And ſoon after 
aiming Lieutenant Knuowlzr came on board of Mr. Lefock, with Orders for 
ſet out bim to make more Sail, upon which he bid him look aloft, and 
tho? 1 ſee whether he could make any more Sail: Every Sail which 
h could draw being then ſet. Lieutenant Knowwler acknowledg'd the 
an the Truth of what he ſaid, and added, that the Admiral was very 
formed, uneaſy that the Rear Admiral and his Diviſion did not make more 
fighting # Sail to get into the Line of Battle; and upon Mr. Leflac#'s ſaying to 
and him that according to the Line, the Rea / mult be his Adverſary, he 
IBS, F reply'd, that Admiral Matheaus had told him ſo; and after giving his 
> Wind, 3 Compliments to the Admiral, with Affurances that nothing ſhould 
2 Num - be left undone that he had Power to do to get along fide of the 
of Bat} Neal with all poſſible Expedition, Lieutenant Know/er return'd on 
out ed to : board of the Admiral. 


demedy 
and 


R At 
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At half an Hour paſt ten, the Admiral made the 
Signal to engage the Enemy, about the Diſtance of 
five or ſix Miles, and kept bearing down in the ſame 
Diſorder, unformed and extended, wide one Ship of 
another (b). The French Admiral no ſooner obſerved 
this Signal, than he hoiſted his Colours, as did alſo 
all the French and Spaniſh Ships, and crouded Sail 
abroad; continuing their Courſe to the Southward 
with little Wind, and a Swell ſo high, that moſt of 

our 


(3) This is the firſt time that ever the Signal to engage was 
made before the Fleet was form'd in a Diſpolition of Battle, accord- 
ing to the Signal abroad for the Line. 

In the Battle of Malaga, Sir George Rooke did not make this 
Signal before he was within Gun-ſhot of the French Admiral. In 
the Battle of Beachy-Head, it was not made till juſt before the 
Action began, long after the Fleet had been drawn into a Line. 
"Cho? we had the Superiority of thirty-ſix Sail of the Line, in the 
Battle of La Hogue, yet that great Officer, Admiral 47056 (after- 
wards Earl of O/ſard)] a true — of Diſcipline and Knowledge, 
who always held Order as an indiſpenſable Leſſon and capital In- 
ſtruction to Succeſs and Victory, who had lain long in perfect Or- 
der of Battle, ready to receive the Enemy; yet upon obſerving 
Monſieur Tourwille had put out his Signal for Battle, he command- 
ed that his ſhould not be ſpread, until the French (who had the 
Weather Gage) were come as near as they N convenient, 

which was within three Quarters Muſket-ſhot ; and in all the Bat. 
tles that ever were ſeen, heard, or read of, the ſame Caution and 


Circumſpection have been obſery'd, if the Admiral who command- 


ed was an Officer of common Experience and Judgment : But 
againſt theſe excellent Rules of War and Prudence, Mr. Mathers 
himſelf, a ſufficient Precedent to make them obſolete, made this 
Signal about three Hours before Action, while the Fleet, fo far 
from being form'd in a Line of Battle according to his Signal, 
was in great Confuſion and Diſorder, bearing down on the Enemy, 
who were perfectly form'd, ſtretching to the Southward, whereby 
it ſoon became impracticable for our Fleet to keep the Advantage 
of the Wind, conſidering the Foulneſs of our Ships, and have room 
to form in a proper Diſpoſition of Battle, before Action, unleſs 
we had immediately haled our Wind to gain Time for that Pur- 
poſe, which would have brought the Enemy more a-ſtern of our 
Fleet. N I. of the Draughts, as delivered to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, gives us the Situation of both Fleets at this time, 
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our Ships could not bear their Ports up of the lower 
Deck. 


Beyond all Diſpute, this Officer who had diſpoſed 


of his Ships like an experienced Admiral, and kept 
them in that Order for Battle, had it at Heart, by this 


Motion, to deprive us of the Advantage of the Wind, 


and to ſecure it to himſelf; whereby he might have 
it in his Power to make a proper Uſe of the Fireſhips, 


upon which both French and Spaniſh Squadrons had 
great Dependance. 


re. — 


In attempting this he had the 


| greateſt Proſpect of Succeſs ; he had experienced that 


his Ships in the general ſail'd three Foot to our one, 


n 


> ſo great is the Benefit and Difference between foul 
and clean Ships; and as we kept advancing on them 


Ns 


with a Security ever dangerous, as if we had been 
going to a certain Victory, he was determined to profit 


LY 1 THIER 


from this Conjuncture, foreſeeing what would happen 
from our Impatience, and that it would be impoſſible 


for the Rear of our Fleet to come into the Battle: 
A well. judged Feint to gain the Wind, and draw us 
unguarded and inconſiderately on, to engage at ſo 
great a Diſadvantage. | 


Notwithſtanding there was rather leſs Wind than 
more, yet the combined Fleets ſtole away ſurprizingly 


edi aws An ch 


from us; about two Hours after the Signal for Battle 


was made, take the following View of the Britiſh 


Fleet. 


| Admiral Mathews on board the Namur, with his 


Diviſion compoſed the Center of the Fleet; the Ships 


a. head of him were the Norfolk, Princeſſa, Somerſet, 


: Dragon, Bedford, and cloſe a-head of them were the 
King ſton and Berwick of the Rear Admiral's Diviſion z 
| thoſe Ships a-ſtern of the Admiral, were the Marl- 
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( 65) 
borough,” Dorſetſhire, Eſſex, Rupert and Royal Oak, in 
all thirteen Ships, that were all a- breaſt of the Span 
Squadron, and ſeven of the headmoſt of his Ships, 
out of twelve that compoſed the Rear of their Fleet; 
and according to the Line of Battle, ſhould have fallen 
to the Rear of our Fleet, the Vice Admiral and his 
Diviſion, 


Rear Admiral Rowley on board of the Barfleur, with 
his Diviſion compoſed the Van of the Fleet. It is 
neceſſary to take notice here, that from the Time the 
Signal was made for Battle, and ſome Time before, 
to that Time when he engaged, was not leſs than three 
Hours and a half; and though he went down all the 
Way quartering, he did not ſooner get within Gun- 
ſhot of the French Admiral, who in great Order in 
the Line of Battle kept ſtretching to the Southward ; 
An undoubted Teſtimony of our great Diſtance off, 
as well as the general Diforder we were in, ſince the 
Signal for the Line of Battle, one Ship a-head of ano- 
ther, had been flying from half an Hour paſt nine, 
and yet this Diviſion was neceſſitated all the Time to 
keep Sailing before the Wind. The Ships a-head of 
the Rear Admiral, were the Boyne, Chicheſter, Naſ- 
fau, Warwick, and Sterling-Cajtle, with the Chatham, 
a Ship of fifty Guns not in the Line ; the three Jaſt 
Ships with the Frigate were greatly extended, and al- 
moiſt reached to the foremoſt Ships of the Van of the 
Enemy's Fleet; in courſe left a Space for a great Num- 
ber of Ships between them and the Chicheſter, while 
the Rear Admiral himſelf was near being a- breaſt with 
the French Admiral, and the Princeſs Caroline a- ſtern 
of him, with two Frigates of fifty Guns, the Saliſbur) 
and Guernſey at a good diſtance off. 


It appears by the Signal for a Line of Battle abroad, 
and this View of the Fleet, that the * 
whoſe 


| (69) 

, in © 7 whoſe firaggling Diviſion reach'd all the way from 
ih the Van of the Enemies Fleet to the Poder, a Spaniſh 
ups, ship in the Rear; no leſs than the Extention of nine- 


ect; teen Ships, was where the Admiral ſhould have been, 

illen 2 a-breaſt of the French Admiral, the Center of their 

| his Fleet; conſequently the Rear Admiral ſhould have 

been much farther a-head to have been able to attack 

the French Chef d' Eſcaare, the Chief in their Van; 

with and by the ſame Rule the Vice Admiral ſhould: have 

It is been a- breaſt of the Span;h Admiral, the Chief of 
the the Enemy's Rear, where the Commander in Chief a 
ore, and the Marlborough were, inſtead of being ſuch a 4 
hree great way a-ſtern, through the Haſte and Expedition q 
the which the Center had made from him ; and indeed, 1 
un- the little Wind, the Swell, and the great Probability 1 
r in of a Calm made it the more dangerous and improper 4 
ird; in the Time of Action, that any of his Majeſty's Ships 1 
off, | ſhould have been at that diſtance off, 9 
the 1 
no- At one o' Clock the Admiral haled down the red 1 
ine, Flag, the Signal to engage, and hoiſted the white Flag j 
e to at the Foretopmaſt-head, the Signal to give over q 
1 of Chace (c); upon which ſome of our Ships in the 1 
Vaſ- Van tack'd, concluding from the Weakneſs of their | 
"am, Diſpoſition, and the Strength and Number of the Ene- it 
laſt mies Ships, that this Order abroad, was meant as a {3 
| al- Direction to them; but the Rear Admiral, their Chief, 4 
the continuing 4 
um- ö | 9 
7 * e) What this Signal could be made for, no body can compre- 7 
1 hend: It is certain that there were two Thirds of the combined 1 
vith Fleet had got far enough a-head to be a- breaſt with our Van, and I a 
tern that it was therefore neceſſary to order the Rear Admiral to hale if 
wry his Wind, to prevent the Enemy from taking and deſtroying his i 
Diviſion ; but this Signal did not expreſs any ſuch Caution, tor it 1 
is a general Signal for the Fleet to give over Chace; beſides the 1 
Signal for the Line of Battle was kept up, which obliged the Rear 1 
"ad, Admiral to endeavour to get into the Line, and to engage againſt 'Y 
ral ſo great a Superiority! as the Signal for Battle was ſoon hoiſted = 
5 10 . 0. inſtead of the white Flag, the general Signal to give over bi 
nase. vn 
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continuing to bear down, they alſo thought proper 


to follow him, as warily as poſſible, and allowing for 
their Inferiority. 


In this Diſpoſition the Admiral made the Signal to 
engage the Enemy, but kept abroad the Signal for the 
Lineof Battle, one Ship a-head of another, and with the 


Engagement began with equal Fury on both Sides; the 
Admiral and the Marlborough having attacked with 


great Briſkneſs, making extraordinary good Fires; and 


the Real with her Seconds defended themſelves with 


diſtinguiſhed Bravery : The Norfolk, the Admiral's Þ 


Second a-head of him, having alſo bore down, en. 
gaged the Conſtant the Spaniſh Admiral's Second a- 
head of him. As the three headmoſt Ships of the 
Spaniſh Squadron continued their Sail abroad, and 
cloſed with the French, after receiving and returning 
two or three general Diſcharges, en paſſant ; there 
remained then, only the Conſtant, a-head of the Real, 
and the Poder, a Ship of ſixty- four Guns that was fir'd 
at by the Princeſſa, Somerſet, Dragon, Bedford, King- 
ſton, with the Saliſbury and Guernſey, two Frigates of 
fifty Guns, that kept firing, not within Gun-ſhot, ex- 
poſing themſelves to the publick Ridicule ; but, in- 
deed, it did not become them to go down nearer than 
the Ships in the Line of Battle, that kept them in 
Countenance ; being mingled and intermixed in the 
greateſt Confuſion at a great Diſtance off, incapable of 
vindicating their own Conduct, or giving any Ac- 
count of it, much leſs in the Power of a looker on, 
and far more in Danger of one another's Shot, which 
were fired away in this wild, fantaſtical Manner than 
of the Enemy's; nay even the Somerſet's People al- 
ledged, that ſhe receiv*'d many of the King ſton's Shot, 
when the Berwick bore down and gave the Poder Bat- 
tle, becoming the Britiſb Honour, an Officer, and an 
Engliſh Seaman. 2 2 Th 
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The Ships a- ſtern of the Admiral and Mar/borough 


were the Dorſelſbire, Eſſex, Rupert, and Royal Oak, that 


kept to wind ward of their Station, trifling away their 


Powder and Shot, in a Manner more idle and inexcu- 


ſable: Theſe bold, intrepid Defenders of their Coun- 
try's Cauſe lay at a cautious Diſtance off, where not one 
of their Shot reached the Enemy, who were too wiſe 
10 venture caſting many away in Return to them: 
We Rupert, heretofore the vigilant Cruizer, eager and 
teen to run after every unreſſting Foe, an inconfiderable 
and defenceleſs Enemy, the Idol of the Merchants, the 


Receiver of their Munificence, and the Guardian Angel 


over their Properties, whoſe Praiſes bad been wantonly 
*blazoned in every News- Paper, now out of Reach, and 
all poſſibility of Danger, poured out her vain, fruitleſs 


Fires, and bore Teſtimony of all her former Puffs, Boaſts, 


and Bragadocioes : Such, O Britons! are the diſmal 
Effets of intruſting your beſt Garriſons under the 
| Proweſs of thoſe, who, like fearful Women, lie diſtant 
in a perfect State of Security, wailing with Anxiety for 


| tbe Event of Battle. 


At two o' Clock, the Rear Admiral got along fide 
of Monſieur de Court, where one of the French Squa- 
dron having fired at him, the Engagement began be- 

tween the two Admirals; then the Princeſs Caroline 
bore down and ſeconded her Admiral : But the Boyne 
and Chicheſter, agreeable to the Humour which pre- 
vailed in the Britiſb Fleet, kept to Windward, and 


plunged their Shot into the Sea. The Naſſau, War- 
wick, and Sterling-Caſtle, the three extended Ships in 


the Van, kept alſo out of the Reach of the French, 


| and if they were reſolved not to go within Gun-ſhot 


of them, at leaſt they were more ſaving than the 
others, and did not throw away the King's Stores, 


| (contrary to the famed Douglas, who, according to 
Burcbeti's Naval Hiſtory, died a Martyr to Diſcipline, 


8 leav- 
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leaving an Example behind him worthy of the great | f 
Name, in chuſing rather to be confumed with his 


Ship in the Flames, which was become paſt Re. 
demption, than defert her, when he had no Orders 


to do it.) They jadiciouſſy ſaw their Chief in the 
Heat of Battle, yet kept to Windward from it, be- 
lie ving it to be the only Means left them to fave 


themſelves, and prevent the French 


Squadron from 
tacking and ſwallowing up the Van. 


wiſe happened from keeping in the Line of Battle, 


and engaging the Enemy according to theſe Signals 
abroad, which are Orders that admit of no Hefitation, 


make this a noble Exploit, even in Oppoſition to the 
Faculty of Obedience, the Baſis of the military Trade, 


and in preferring the Safety of his Majeſty*s Ships to 


that of their oẽn Commiſſions, Tho? a keen Diſci. 
plinarian complained grievouſly at firſt of this Conduct, 
yet he ſoon changed his Opinion, and turn'd from 


the moſt violent Reſentment to Sentiments of the i 
ſtrongeſt Approbation; highly applauding this Diſo- 
bedience as the moſt ſkilful Stratagem to fruſtrate thei 
Deſigns of the Enemy, in ſaving the Van from un-. 


avoidable Deſtruction. 


The Marlborough kept pouring in her Fires ver; i 


faſt. on the Spaniſh Admiral, who, with the Second 
a · ſtern of him, maintained the Fight with 'extraordi- 
nary Fierceneſs and Obſtinacy. 
armed with the Reſolution of the amiable Gentleman 
that commanded her, in full Purſuit of Glory, forced 
herſelf a- head between the Namur and the Real, de- 
termined to ſave the Admiral altogether from this Pro- 
digy of inceſſant Fire; dauntleſs in the midſt of 
Danger, inflamed with Eagerneſs to give and receive 
all the Fire; an uncommon Example, truly noble 
and meritorious : what Pity it is, that ſuch matchle(s 
Heroiſm ſhould fall a Victim? 


The 


Undoubtedly Þ 
the dreadful Conſequences which would have other- 
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? The Admiral ſoon clapt up a Wind, No doubt to 


give: the neceſſary Orders ſuitable to the preſent Exigen- 


cies, and the Diſpoſition of both Fleets, as well as hav- 
ing been about half an Honr in the Heat of an Action, 


where eight of bis Men were killed cut-right ; ſome of 


which toere by the blowing up of a Cheſt of Muſket Car- 
tridges upon the Poop. (d) 


Between two or three o'Clock the Marlbercmgęb's 
Main and Mizen-Maſts were ſhot away by the Real, 
and her Second a-ſtern of her; which laſt Ship lay on 
the Mar/borough's Quarter, and clear'd her Decks, 
having no other Adverſary to take her up; neverthe- 
leſs the Marlborough, with great Firmneſs, after clear- 
ing the Maſts and Rigging away, continued to make 
good Fires on the Enemy, unprotected, unaſſiſted, 
and deſtitute alone for near two Hours, not one Ship 
out of thoſe that were her Neighbours in the time of 
Battle coming near enough to take a ſmall Share, Let 


(4) To prove this Fact, we need only mention what Mr. Ma- 
thews's Account, publiſh'd by Authority, ſays on this Occaſion : 
+ The Marlborough driving a little too near the Admiral, oblig'd 
* him to fill his Sails, to prevent her coming on board of him; 
e that the little Time the Admiral was engaged, they greatly 
« Ciſabled his Maſts and Rigging; and that having but little Wind, 
« and an ugly Swell, his Mizen Topſail handed, to prevent the 
Maſt and Rigging trom tumbling about their Ears, hinder'd their 
working the Ship, tho? he reey'd new Braces three ſeveral Times, 
* ſo that he could not give the Mar/borough the Aſſiſtance Cap- 
« tain Comal] wanted, whoſe Behaviour is mention'd by Mr. 
* Mathews to merit all imaginable Praiſe, and whoſe unfortunate 
Fate he greatly laments.” 

It is the Glory of our Annals, that an Englib Admiral was 
never taken ; and we have not an Inſtance in Hittory, of an Ad- 
miral bearing down contrary to his own Signal for a Line of Bat- 
tle, on'an Enemy perfectly well form'd, that were endeavouring 
to gain ſo great an Advantage as that of theWeather-Gage, neither 
does our Hiſtory furniſh us with one Inſtance that ever a Britiſh 
Admiral left the Battle, who was not defeated and overpowered, 
and did not do it merely to fave the ſhatter'd Remains of his Fleet. 
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vs examine whoſe Power it was in? The Anſwer is 
ealy, in the Center, beyond all Contradiction. In 
what manner were thoſe Ships employed? the Reader 
muſt take a view of them. The Namur had been in 
Battle, beſides ſhe was the commanding Ship; the 
Nerfolk a-head of her in the Line of Battle, now lay 
idle, having engaged the Conſtant, the Spaniſh Ad- 
miral's Second a- head of him, very ſmartly for about 
three Quarters of an Hour, and beat her out of the 
Enemy's Line; and though the Real and her Second 
u · ſtern, had warm Exerciſe againſt the Marlborough, 
yet they found ſome ſpare Guns to fire at her, in or- 
der to call her back, but ſhe never more returned to 
Battle: The Dragon took a ſmall run after her, but 
the Captain reflecting on the Conſequences of break- 
ing the Line, and giving Chace without Orders, was 
exceedingly | to return to his Station; and ſhe, 
with the Bedford, Kingſton, Guernſey and Salisbury, 
kept barking at the Poder, while the Berwick was en- 
gaging her like a Britiſh Man of War.--The Princeſſa 
had fir'd two or three Broadſides at the Spaniſh Ships 
when they paſſed on to the Southward with the 
French, and likewiſe at the Poder, but now lay on 
the other Tack, with her Fore-top-gallant Maſt gone, 
and Main- top Sail ſplit. The Somer/et, as the Prin- 
ceſſa lay, inſtead of being the next Ship to the Nor- 
Folk, conformable to the Line of Battle, as that Sig- 
nal was ſtill kept abroad, had now, by a wonderfu! 
Regard to Diſcipline, and an uncommon Dexterity, 
fought herſelf; how, or in what Manner is paſt Com- 
prebenſion, into the Neighbourhood of the Rear Admi- 
ral, who, wanting Aſſiſtance very much, ſometime af- 
terwards pelted ſome Shot at her to come down to his 
Succour ; But the Dorſetſhire, Eſſex, Rupert and 
Royal Oak, tho? they were Ships juſt ready at Hand, 
yet they kept to Windward, and beheld the Marl bo- 
rouzh's Diftreſs with Unconcern, and perfect Tran- 

quility, 


(ys) 


uility, perſevering in flinging away their Shot not 
Vithit Reach of the Enemy. 


Good God ! what Sublerfuges or Evaſions can the 
Fertility of their Brains furniſh them with, to extenu- 
ate or gloſs over this pretty toying away their Time un- 
til Night came, which denotes a Puerility of Mind, and 
a Weakneſs unpardonable. 


Heaven! is it poſſible, that five Sail of Spaniß 
Ships that have never been uſed to conquer, ſhould 
out- brave, and withſtand the Power of thirteen Bri- 
tiſo, beſides two fifty Gun Ships? For four Ships of 
the Enemy were not yet got, and three were gone 


with the French, which were ſeven out of the 
twelve! (e) 
Mn The 


ſe) Admiral Matbeaus's Account, publiſhed by Authority, ſays, 
That Monſieur de Court left moſt of the Span; Ships a-ftern of 
him, which admits, that ſome of the headmoſt of the Spanih 
Squadron clos'd with the French to the ſouthward : This Account 
alto mentions, that the Norfo/k engag'd Don Nawarre's Second a- 
head, and that the Somer/er, Princeſſa, Dragon, Bedford, King ſton 
and Beravick, omitting the Gurrn/ey and Salisbury, engag'd the 
Spaniards a-head; conſequently, as the Sani Admiral had fix 
of his Ships a-ſtern, and five a-head of him, three of which having 
gone with the French, even from this Account, it appears there 
were only two of the Enemy that the Ships above-mentioned en- 
paged, being the Conſlant that ſoon bore away from the Ney, 
and the Poder that ſtruck, and was afterwards retaken by the 
French. The Berauick, the next Ship in the Line of Battle to the 
Princeſs Caroline, is ſaid to engage the Poder by Mr. Matbegus's 
Account: Is it not evident then that all the Ships between her and 
the Net, no leſs than eight, including the two fifty Gun Ships, 
were thus employ'd, that the Norf9/ lay idle after ſhe beat away 
the Conſtant, is certain, and that the Marlborough was left in Diſ- 
treſs by the Namur, againſt the Real and her Second aſtern — 
And had the Dor/et/hire, E e, Rupert and Roval Oak bore equally 
down with the Marlborough at the Beginning of the Action, the Real 
muſt have fallen into her Hands, as the Spar; Admirals Second 
(che Ship that diftreſs'd the Marlborough, and clear'd her Decks) 
would have been then overpower'd or match'd ; and the ſternmoſt 
Ships that were laid to the Vice-Admiral's Charge, though they 
never 
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The Signal for the Line of Battle was flying, and 
we were better Diſciplinarians in the Center, than the 
foremoſt Ships in the Van, that prudently forbore 
coming into the Line, and engaging according to the 
Signals abroad, from the clear Foreſight they con- 
ceived, that the French in that Caſe would have been 

| ſoon 
never got near enough to fire at the Mariborough; by this Means 
wou d have been ſtopt from getting a-head for our Rear, the Vice 
Admiral's Diviſion. Falſhood and Malice have aſpers'd with- 
out Controul ; but we now call on Mr. Mathews, and his Ad- 
herents, or the Advocates for the Dor ſeſſbire, Eſſex, Rupert and 
Royal Oak to prove otherwiſe, than that the Mariborough was ſa- 
crificed ; and the Cauſe that the Real, and her Second a-ſtern did 
not fall into our Hands, was for want of that Aſſiſtance which was 
ſo near at Hand, and not any Ways owing to the Conduct of tie 
Vice Admiral. 

No. 2 and g. Draughts deliver'd to the Houſe of Commons, the 
Reader will more eaſily perceive and underſtand, that Admira! 

Mathews, by bearing away to attack the Real, when the 

Ne 2. Vice Admiral was a great Way a-ſtern of him, occaſioned 
all the Ships, from the Prince: Caroline in the Line of 
Battle, to the Dun&#irk and Cambridge in the Vice Admiral's Di- 
viſion to fire at the Spaniards, wiz. the Saliſbury, Guernſey, King 
flon, Berwick, Bedford, Dragon, Somerſet, Princeſſa, Norfolk, 
Namur, Marlborough, Dorfetfhire, Eſex, Rupert, Royal Oak ; 


the headmoſt Ship of the Enemy that was fir'd at by theſe Ships, 


was the Poder for any Time, the eighth Ship from the ſternmoſt 
in the Enemies Rear (being the Spani/ Squadron :) And as the 

four ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy are laid to the Vice 
N 3. Admirals Charge by Mr. Mathews, which four did not 

get a- head before the Signal to give over Chace was made, 
and the Fireſhip blew up, it appears there cou'd be only five of 
the Enemy to cope with fifteen of our Ships, from half an Hour 
Paſt one to five, no leſs then three Hours and a half; out 
of which five, it will be allowed, that the Rea/'s Seconds did not 
ſtand it long, and that the Poder being diſmaſted, ſtruck ; nei- 
ther can it be denied, that the Situations of theſe Ships againſt ſo 
few, were ſuch, that from the Beginning to the End of the Action 
they might have been order'd an directed to attack the Span 
Squadron in what Manner Mr. Matheaus thought proper, or ſhifted 
and diſpoſed of according to the Condition of the Enemy, the Occur- 
rences that happened, proceeding from the different Circumſtances 
and Diſpoſition of both Fleets, more particularly when the Ma: l. 
borough was ſo hard preſs'd upon, which Ship was left to feel the 
Conteſt of the Day. 
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ſon enabled to have doubled upon them, and del- 


troyed all the Ships in the Rear Admiral's .Divifibn. 
But here in the Center theſe Caſuiſts would fooner 


ſuffer the Marlborough to be facrificed than fall to 
Leeward of the Line: Admirable Policy. How came 
it at this Time to ſubſiſt? becauſe their Chief in the 

enter was cloſe haled upon a Wind, from whence 


4 hey were directed to take their Diſpoſition of Battle; 
put let theſe cool, conſiderate Men anſwer the Nation 


Why they did not obſerve the ſame Order when he 
as in the Heat of Action : Sure, there is not one 


among them, adventurous enough, in Oppoſition to 


Demonſtration, and the Conviction of the whole 
Fleet, to advance that they were not to Windward of 
him all that Time (J). 

Boats 


Y The Articles of the fighting Iaſtructions that ſeem to be vio- 


eee re. 
When the Admiral would have the Fleet draw into a Line of 


Rated by the Mar/boroug/h's not being ſupported, are: 


Battle, one Ship a-head of another (according to the Method given 
o each Captain) he will hoiſt an Union Flag at the Mizen- peck, 


and fire a Gun; and every Flag Ship in the Fleet is to make the 


ſame Signal, and every Ship is to obſerve and keep the ſame Diſ- 
tance, thoſe Ships which are next the Admiral always taking it 
from the Center. 


INSTRUCT. it. , 


| As ſoon as the Admiral ſhall hoiſt a red Flag on the Flagſtaff = 


at the Foretopmaſt Head, and fire a Gun, every Ship in the Fleet 
is to uſe their utmoſt Endeavour to engage the Enemy, in the Or- 


der the Admiral has preſcribed, and ſtrictly to take Care not before 


the Signal be given by the Admiral. 


INSTRUCT. XX. 


Every Commander is to take Care that his Guns are not fired 
till he is ſure he can reach the Enemy upon a Point Blank; and 


by no Means to ſuffer his Guns to be fired over any of our Ships. 


INSTRUCT. XXII. 


If any of the Ships in the Fleet are in Diſtreſs, and make the 
Signal, which is a Weft with the Jack or Enſign, the next Ship to 


them is ſtrictly to relieve them. 


What could be greater Signals of the 1Mar/borowgh's Diſtreſs 


' than loſing her Maſts ? 
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Boats were perceived to go on board of the Doria 
felſbire, Eſſex and Ann Galley Fireſhip from the Ad. 


miral, with ſuch Orders, it is to be ſuppoſed as the 


general Inſtruction Book has not provided any Siga, 
Battle, 
pegan 


for; an infinite Loſs, as it is the perfect Soul of Bat. 
tle; to be able, in every Situation, with the Caſt 9 
an Eye to correct and reform abuſes in it 3 to puſh on 
the Backward, the Timid and Slow, or to recal the 
Raſh-and Inconfiderate, who often, by the Heat of: 


falſe Courage, are infenſibly carried on to Confuſion, i 


are Points of the greateſt Importance towards the con- 
ducting of a Fleet, and cannot be ſo ſuddenly in. 
ſtructed and executed, as by the Uſe of Signals, which, 
in many Caſes, might be brought to animate, forbid, 
threaten and reproach (g). 

Nothing 


if g) Tt has been pretended that Fire and Smoak obſtructed thi 
Admiral's Sight; Had he continued longer in it, he would haw 

been ſtill able to judge of what was doing, as he was to Windward: 
And it will be allowed, that Smoak always goes to Leeward. No- 


thing is more certain, than that he left the Mar i$orough long be fon 


ſhe loſt her Maſts. He was then in a Situation to diſtinguiſh wh 


was doing from the Van to the Rear of the Fleet- He had done 
wich fighting bis own Ship, where his Perfon was not wounded, 
in which all the Plan of Operation was center'd (as the Vice Ad. 
miral was not truſted with any Part of it) therefore he cou'd fe 
and judge how to make proper Signals for the Deſtruction of the 
Enemy: and it is well known that he ſent Boats on board ci 
the Dox/ethhire, the Ehex and Ann Galley Fireſhip, that this Truth 
cannot be difputed. —Nay, we have Authority to ſay, that Lien. 
tenant Bentley, now a Captain, carried'a Meſſage on board of the 
Derſet/hire, and, at the ſame Time, called on board of the 
Efjex. This he declared to the Vice Admiral when he came 
from Mr. Matheaus on the third. Day to call him off Chace. After 
ſo glaring a Truth in Defence of Malice, can it be ſaid with the 
leait Shew of Reaſon, that as the Dor/et/bire, EM, Rupert and 
Rozal Oak were far enough a-head from the Beginning of the Ac- 
tion to attack the Sari Admiral, and the Ships a-itern of him, 


Mr. Mathews had it not in his Power to correct and reform any 
Abuſes from their ſcandalouſly trifling and throwing away their 
Shot, or order'd them toa cloſe Engagement with the Enemy 
He was at Leiſure, his Stern lay to the Marlborough, and it was 

f impoſſible 


Not 


Diſſol. 
ſuddei 
genere 
to Sen 


But 


Are ne 


covert 


impoſſi 
in thel 
min his | 
| ſon wh 
When v 
' miral } 


ali 


Ad. 
3 the 
nal 
Bat. 
aſt of 
ſh on 
al the 
t of : 
ifion, 
con. 
y in. 
Hich, 
bid, 


thing 


ed th 


d have 
Iward: 
—- No- 
before 
h what 
d done 
under, 
ce Ad- 
u'd fee 
of the 
hard of 
Truth 

Lieu 
of the 


of the © 


came 
Aſter 
ith the 
ert and 
he Ac- 
him, 
m any 
their 
5 
it was 


doſſible 


9 


Nothing is ſtable and permanent in this World: 
IT he Mariborough, that had ſignalized herſelf from 


She Beginning, ſoon after ſhe loſt her Maſts, had ga- 
Shered Breath, and alone food the Shock of all the 
Battle, could not perſevere thus for ever; She now 
pegan to flacken, her Fires were neither ſo fierce, nor 
Jo frequent; on the oppoſite Side, the Real became 
zuite ſilent, ſickened and weary, her Rigging greatly 
Jhattered, and torn to Pieces, Topſail Yards ſhot down 


Eto their Slings, Main-yard down upon the Gunnel, 


and by her Main-topſail hanging right up and down, 
her Main-ſtay muſt have been gone. 


In this deſperate Condition ſhe had lain ſome Time, 
muzzled, without being able to command her any 
Way, with her Stern to our Line of Battle. 


At half an Hour paſt four, the Ann Galley Fireſhip 
made all the Sail ſhe could croud, and ſteer'd directly 
for the Real, that lay thus defenceleſs and diſabled. 

Here Imagination ſtartles at the Boldneſs of this En- 
terprize, and is ſeized and tranſported at the Manner 
0 which it was to be accompliſh'd : The immediate 
Diſſolution of 1350 Souls, though Enemies, by this 


ſudden Incendiary, make a rational Creature feel a 


generous Pity, and turn from the molt violent Fury 
to Sentiments of Compaſſion. 


But theſe extraordinary Commiſſions of Deſtruction 
are not ſo eaſily executed; the Fireſhip was neither 
covered nor conducted; a Deſign of that dangerous 


Kind 


| impoſſible for him not to ſee how theShips a-head and a- ſtern of him 
in the Line of Battle were employed: He alone who held the Power 
m his Hands, was in this Particular the ſole Judge, the only Per- 
ſon who could authorize and indemnify ; and what are we to think. 
| When we find that the Conduct of theſe four Ships is Part of Ad- 
mural Mathews's Charge againſt the Vice Admiral? 
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up nearer, and were crouding on this dreadſi 


Occaſion with a ſmall Air of Wind, kept firing! 


at the Aun Galley , though at a Diſtance, where none 


of their Shot could reach her; ſhe. paſt daringly «| 


until about five, when ſhe came within Piſtol-ſhot of 
the Real, and then blew up without doing Execu- 
tion. Though the ReaPs Diſtreſs was ſuch that ſhe 


could not bring many Guns to bear on her, yet ſhe 


kept an incefiant Volley of ſmall Arms firing | at her, 
which induced the Captain to order the Lieutenant, 


Mate, Gunner, with two Hands more to leave the 


Deck, while he ſtood it with a Match in his Hand; 


and the Boatſwain, with the Remainder of the Crew, | 
in all eleven Men, were in the Yaul along Side (the 


Barge having not yet returned from carrying the Reit 


of the Complement on board {ome of the Ships) ready | 


Kind cannot be too well guarded with every neceſſary i 
Precaution, elſe it is in vain to expect Succeſs. Two 
or three Ships a-ſtern of the Real, that were come] 


to receive the Captain, and the others, who ſteerd 


the Ship below, the Moment their important Errand 
was finiſned. 


The Spaniſh Admiral, after a noble Defence, and 
iving the moſt ſignal Proots of an invincible Bravery, | 
ſuperior to all Dangers, now unſhaken and immovea - G 
ble, in the Conſternation his Ship muſt be in, from the 


Expectation of being ſwallowed every Moment in 


the Flames, neglected no Expedient in the Power of 
Man, to overcome the impending Ruin. It was all 
he could do to bring fix or ſeven Guns of his lower 
Tier to bear, and aimed them, when ſhe was within 


| retur! 


Piſtol-ſhot, ſo ſure, that every one of them took | 


Place, beſides tw6 Guns that were fired afterwards ; 
ſo that, by this Account, in which the Men that were 
ſaved, all agree, ſhe muſt have ſunk before ſhe could 
have burnt the Real, had ſhe not blown up. This 
is not all, a Launch full of Men was ſent. to take = 1 
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which otherwiſe muſt have happened; conſequently; 
if ſhe could have been kept above Water, the Enemy 
would have made her fire the Marlborough. In that 
imminent Danger, where the Real kept pouring in ſmall 
Shot, firing theſe great Guns; and the Launch almoft 
Jon board of the Fireſhip, the Captain unaided, his 


Officers all drunk, without any other Reliance than 
on his impotent ſelf, and the Support of his own per- 


ſonal Courage, kept firing Blunderbuſſes at the Launch, 
and, at laſt, was reduced to the fatal Neceſſity of ven- 
turing to fire the Guns in the Waſte; by which Means; 
with the many Matches unwarily placed, Hatches un- 
laid, Skuttles ee Funnels uncapt, running down 
unprepared, and primed with a great deal of looſe 


a Powder, plunged in inextricable Diſtreſs and Deſpair, 
brew, 


(the 


no room for the leaſt Glimpſe of Hope; every Ship 
excepting the Mar/borough) and every Friend far off, 


the ſetting the Fireſhip fo ſoon on Fire is accounted 


The people that were in the Yaul, affirm, that ſhe 
fired at her, for they ſaw every Shot fall ſhort of them; 


that ſhe ſeemed to fink down by the Head, and blow 
up by the Stern, with the Captain, Lieutenant, Mate, 


£2 Gunner, and two Quarter-Maſters; one of the laſt 
n the 
in about a Fortnight : There was only a Boy killed in 


was taken up alive, and lived a ſhocking Spectacle 


the Boat by the Exploſion ; after which the Launch 
3 endeavoured to take the Yaul; but their own Barge 
returning very opportunely, took her in Tow, and 
delivered her from that Danger. 


[i Had any Ship gone down with the Ann Galley, con- 
© fdering the helpleſs Situation of the Neal, ſhe could 
have run no manner of Riſque, but have been more 
than a Match, by raking her fore and aft, while 
dhe Real could not bring any great Number of Guns 
. Fas 
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to bear, and in that Caſe the Fireſhip would have 


been protected until ſhe had burnt the Real, and 
the Captain's Retreat with his People would have 
been ſecured; and really without ſuch effectual 
Meaſures agrecable to Practice, and the Conception 
of this 1 in all its Conſequences, Attempts of this 


dangerous 
ing Caſtles in the Air, and defeated with leſs Difficulty 


than can be imagined. The deceaſed Captain Mac- | 
kay, who fell thus a Sacrifice, was generally beloved; 
he arrived to this ill-fated Command, by a long Courſe 


of Obedience, Diligence, and a thorough Knowledge 
of his Duty, which was his whole Study, the Inſtruc- 
tion and Example he gave to others; yet it has been 
aſſerted, that at this Time he was extremely backward 


and flow in | gens his 9 which ſhould have ; 
s at the firſt Moment's 


been done before, in Readine 
Warning; and had he gone ſooner down, the Enter- 
prize could not have fail'd. Inhuman, to endeavour 
to blaſt the Memory of a Man who has ſo bravely 


loſt his Life in his Majeſty's Service; one who gave $ 
ſuch Proofs, that he neither feared the Enemy nor 


Death; and that in the Inſtance of keeping the Deck 
himſelf, while he ordered every Body elſe below, 


puts it beyond all Doubt, there was no Labour nor i | 


Danger in War, that he would not have expoſed him- 
felf to, in Duty to his King and Country. 


Inconfiderate Men! he had no Orders to prime ; 
conſequently could not be ready at the time he was 
order'd down; for thofe who are Judges will readily | 
allow, that a Fireſhip cannot be primed in leſs time 


than an Hour and a Half; and to be directed upon 
Service before he had Authority to get ready for it, 


is enough to confound a Man: Hurry to diſpatch, {| 
Fear of diſpleaſing, Concern to feel what he never 
had felt in all his Service, Reproofs. and Menaces, 
Eagerneſs and Precipitation to execute, all at} 3 ; 

een 


ind are not feaſible, but deſperate, build. 


DO FSFE 


Rata .; 


was wanted, we will quote 
Authority, which ſays, That after the Spanj/ Admiral was 
* * totally diſabled, and his Second had bore away, he made the 
Signal for the Ann Galley Fireſhip to burn the Rea/; but that 
„ her Commander was ſo tedious in priming her, and coming 
down, that the four Ships a-ſtern got ſo near to her to pre- 
e vent her Succeſs ; when by ſome of their Shot, or ſome unlucky 
Accident ſhe blew up, (being then within Piſtol-Shot of the 
2 © Real) with her Captain and ſeveral of her Men; and alſo the 
* © Spanib Admiral's great Launch full of Men, which had been 
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ſuch an Occaſion, to excite a Guſt of Paſſions, with 
which the Conflict muſt be violent, and the Succeſs 
uncertain, . He, poor Man, was forced to go down 
priming all the way. thither, and it is evident he had 
not the leaſt Aſſiſtance; for ſo ſevere was his Neceſſity, 


| that he was obliged to ſend his own Boat away with 


his People, which did not return before the unhappy 


* Blaſt (). | To 


( 5 As a Proof the F r had no Orders to prime before ſhe 
r. Mathews's Account, publiſhed by 


| © ſent to prevent the Fireſhip from boarding him; that the Ad- 
* © miral was at the ſame time within Muſket-ſhot of the Rea? 
Had Admiral Mathews been within Muſket-ſhot of the Rea] when 


8 


** 


the Fireſhip miſcarried, he would have ſeen that the Spaniſb 
Launch di 
take the Yaul, and was prevented 
Diſtreſs of the Fireſhip was ſuch, that when ſhe went under the 
Dorſesſbire's Stern, the Captain hail'd her, deſirin 


not blow up with her, but that ſhe endeavoured to 
by the Barge returning. The 


the Aſſiſtance 
of a Boat, and ſaid he was going down to be ſacrificed, as no Ships 


were ordered to cover him. At this time there was neither Fire 
nor Smoke on either Side ; indeed the Namur a little before had 
fired a Shot at the Fireſhip to hurry her down; and it ſeems very 
extraordinary, that the Dor/et/hire, Eſſeæ, Rupert, and Royal Oak, 
ſhould be ſuffer'd to keep to Windward to look on, where the 
Danger and Neceſlity of their Country's Cauſe called them ; but 


| what is ſtill more aſtoniſhing, is, after ſuch Neglect and notorious 


MiſconduR, that the Fireſhip's Miſcarriage ſhould be another Part 


= of Mr. Mathews's Charge againſt Mr. Leftock. It appears that 
= Mr. Mathenvs did not give Orders for the Fireſhip to prime before 
= the Fight, according to Practice, and the Nature of this Service, 
=» otherwiſe he would not have cenſured the deceaſed, by complain» 
ing of his Tediouſneſs in priming and coming down, but puniſh'd 
© his Diſobedience, ſince ſuch Attemps entirely depend on Readi- 
neſs and ſudden Execution; for though a Ship may be ſo diſabled 
2 35 to give a fair Opportunity * burning her, yet if the Fireſhip 
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Toa deſtroy Calumny, or expoſe the empty Speeches 
of Vanity or Ambition, who catch at the leaft Pre. 
tence to blacken others in their own Vindication, is 
due to Merit under Perſecution, and the more, that 
this Merit has bid us an eternal Adieu; and it is to 
be hoped that a Juſtice of this Kind will not be thought 
any Interruption to our Relation. It often happens, 
that Men, when they commit Faults in an exalted 
Station, when they ſuffer themſelves, by their Negli. 
gence, to be ſurprized by an Enemy, or their Mea- Wa 
ſures are fruſtrated or diſconcerted, the Credit, Cabals ¶ coming 


of their Friends, their Swarms of Creatures cover all; N prepar 
WIS >. a | the Service 


And 
is not primed ready to catch the Occzfion, when it offers, the tins Situati 
ſhe will take to prime, may very probably put the Enemy in ſuch 8 to 
a Condition as to defeat the Enterprize; for which Reaſon, we 18 4. 
find the Vice Admiral, not only ordered the Captain of the Mer. have y 
cury Fireſtip to prime, in the Morning before the Action, but to nge 
ſend the People on board of him, above what were neceſſary for low an 
burning the Ship; and likewiſe directed the Captain to keep a W henſix 

ood look out, and to depend on all proper Aſſiſtance, particularly Lern f 
that of an Officer and Boats to attend him, when burning the Ship WR” I 
was thought to be neceſſary and practicable. In like manner Ad. ſerving 
miral Vernon's Orders to the Fireſhips under his Command in the dure, 
Weft-Indic:, were provident, and gircumſpect; he thbught ſuch WT rected 
Orders neceſſary, which are ſufficient to recommend them to the Officer 
World, and as ſuch we cannot omit inſerting them in this Note. ws 

| F . 

NEW INSTRUCTIONS. b 
Whereas by my General Inſtruftions, added to your Fight- i hoiſtin 
ing Inſtructions already deliver'd you, Directions are there given in ſucl 
for the Conduct of ſuch Ships as may be ordered out of the Line keep 
to govern themſelves by; you are hereby required and directed vices: 
to pay a due Regard ta them as particular Inftruftions to you, who caſe tl 
are originally left out of the Line of Battle. | on an, 
And as one of the principal Services for which Fireſhips are de- = An 
ign'd, is to board and fire any of the Enemy's Ships, upon their and h 


being diſabled ſo in their Rigging, as to give a fair Opportunity may e 
for performing ſuch Service, or relieving any of our own Ships | Genet 
that may be overborn by a ſuperior Force of the Enemy's, by at- Mark 
tempting to burn ſuch Ship of the Enemy's as preſs hardeſt upon Merit 
wem; you are hereby required and directed, upon the Squadron Given 
com- 
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he Loſſes they occaſion are conniv'd at and diſguited, 
Vr thrown upon ſubaltern Officers: The Truth never 


pierces the Cloud, form'd by the Authority of the 


Great, and the Flattery of their Slaves. 


| This was a narrow Eſcape, an happy Deliverance. 
to the Real; her Boats were ſeen to take Men up all 
round her, whoſe Hearts and Reſolutions having ſail- 
ed them, in the moſt terrrible Apprehenſions that 
Men can labour under; had jumpt into the Water for 
Wear of the Fire. 2 os > 
coming to engage with any Squadron of the Enemy's Ships, ts 

prepare your Ship for Service, to be ready for executing any ſuch 
Services as Occaſion may offer it. 


And you are to take care to poſt yourſelves according to the 
Situation of the Enemy, on the contrary fide, either to Windward 


or to Leeward of me, to be as near at hand as you can, for obſerve 


ing any Signals I may be able to make to you, which when I would 

have you to execute any of the Services aforeſaid, will be by mak- 
ing your Signal, and hoiſting at the ſame time à Flag ſtriped yel- 
low and white at my Mizen Topmaſt-head ; but as 1 am appre- 
henſive, that it can't well be expected you ſhould be able to diſ- 


= cern ſuch Signals, through the Cloud of Smoak we may then be 


1 in, I principally rely upon your Prudence and Reſolution, in ob- 
# ſerving where fuch Services lie open for your Execution, or re- 
quire Relief; in all which Caſes, you are hereby required and di- 
# rected to govern yourſelf in the Execution of them as becomes an 


Officer of Prudence and Reſolution, and as you muſt expect to an- 


ſwer for your Neglect therein, at your Peril. 
And on your ſeeing any Occaſion for your Undertaking any ſuch 


| 
| | Service, you are to make the Signal for the Brig Tender coming 
near you, to ſend your ſpare Hands on board, which ſhall be by 


# hoiſting a Jack at your Main-Topmalt-head, who has my Orders 


in ſuch Caſe to come to you to receive your ſpare Hands, and to 


| keep near you, and your Boat, after performing any ſuch Ser- 
vices : As has likewiſe the Pompey and Goodly Bomb Tenders, in 


| 
| 

& caſe there ſhould be Opportunity for more than one Fireſhip to go 
2 


on any ſuch Services. 

And for the Encouragement of your Officers and Men, valiantly 
” and honourably to acquit themſelves in their ſeveral Stations, you 
may aſſure them, that beſides the Rewards aſſigned to them by the 


= General Inſtructions, they ſhall have ſuch future Rewards and 
Marks of Favour from me, as ſhall appear to me to be due to the 
* Merits of their Services; for which this ſhall be your Warrant. 
” Given under my Hand, on board his Majeſty's Ship the 


* 
P? 


% 
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The Rear Admiral, and his Second, the Princ; 

Caroline, had been engaged very warmly above ay 
Hour; that nothing might be left undone, no Skil 
nor Dexterity unexecuted for the Deſtruction of the 
Enemy, the Barfleur very politically cut away he: 


Lee-Anchors, The Boyne and Chicheſter neither 
Hurt the Enemy nor received any themſelves ; the 
other Ships in the Van, as has been obſerved, ſeeing 
into — prudently kept their Wind (i). 


The French Admiral, whoſe Ships only a few o 3 


them fired, being unwilling, in theſe Circumſtance, 
to expend Ammunition unneceſſarily, deſcrying Don 


Navarro to be in imminent Danger; the Center and 
Rear of our Fleet at the Diſtance he was off, appeared 
to be pretty well cloſed together; he could only tel 


ſeven of our Ships in the Van, where he had himſelf 
nineteen, including the three Spani/h Ships, but could 
not make a proper Uſe of them, as we kept to Wind. 
ward. The remaining twenty-one of our Fleet of 
the Line, with the fifty Gun Ships, he apprehended 
were perfecting the Deſtruction of the Spaniſh Squa- 
dron ; heretofore the Engliſb were not accuſtomed to 
trifle away their Time in making ineffectual diſtant 
Fires; 
(i) Mr. Mathewss Account publiſh'd by Authority, ſays, 
** 'That there were but three of the French Ships engaged, the 
*« reſt kept their Wind in order to tack and weather us; but that 
our Van keeping the Wind of them, prevented their Deſign's 
* taking place” As it is notorious that Admiral Mathews did 
not direct the three foremoſt Ships to keep their Wind, but, on the 
contrary, he kept the Signals abroad for the Line of Battle, and 
engaging the Enemy, the Van then of our Fleet was ſaved by theſe 
Ships Diſobedience, which proves that the Rear Admiral had only 
ſeven Ships againſt nineteen, more than two Thirds of the com- 
bin'd Squadrons, yet he was not directed to keep his Wind, as 
might be expected, conſidering his Weakneſs; and if Mr. Ma- 
thews, with thirteen Ships of the Line, and two fifty-gun Ships 
under his Direction, was not a Match for five, ſurely Mr. Ronwlty, 
with ſeven, could not be ſuppoſed to be a Match for nineteen ; 
there could not be ſo great a Difference in the conſummate Knows 
Iedge and Bravery of theſe two Commanders, 
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1 | elves to his Mind ; he therefore 
— 1 2 his whole Fleet in the fineſt 
CY Dif ſition and Order, doubling upon our Rear Ad- 
y ber 111 who, with the greateſt Precipitation, got upon 
= bh other Tack, making Signals for his Diviſion to 
; "BY ollow him; ſome of which tack'd, others wore, juſt 
(ein Is the little Wind and the Swell, till predominant, 
UV. | Fould let them. 

2 ; it in their 
| te, the French Squadron had it in 
hel Nog jr ch great "aa woos to overthrow our 
Dol an; but they ranged within Piſtol Shot of four or 
4 ve of them, where they could have raked them fore 
—_ ind aft, and did not fire one Shot. The Redemption 
y tel f their Rear in the deſperate Situation they ſeem' d to 
wan de then 1n, was the important Cauſe in View, and any 
* nterruption to that, let the Bait be ever ſo alluring, 
oo as not to be regarded, or put in Competition with it: 
NY ro ſubdue our Van, while their Rear was vanquiſhed, 
lie: could be no Incitement to an eminent Officer, truly 
7" enfible of the thorough Diſtreſs of his Maſter's 
SY Friends and Allies combined in one Fleet together; 
n whereas the reſcuing them would not only acquire 
hoon him Glory, but, by attacking us in the Diſorder we 
4, the ere in, would likewiſe give him great Advantages 
x that over us. In ſhort, the Certainty of diſengaging the 
gr Spaniſh Admiral, with the proſpect of ſtriking a ge- 
* th neral pannick, confounding, diſmaying, or — 
„ and our Confuſion, in the perplexed Manner our 15 an 
| thele Center would be mixed, were Preſages of a Victory, 
| only BY ad Points of more Moment than to be outweighed 
6 240 by the other Conſideration. In this Confuſion, where 
Ms i there was neither Diſcipline nor Command, the 2 
d ſhip's Miſcarriage, our Van running to join our 4 
1 ter on the oppoſite Tack to the Line of Battle 8 q 
now French doublin g upon them, and coming in great Or- 


(87) 


ires ; 2 terrible Fire and Smoke, a continual roaring 


pf Cannon, with all the Indications of a direful De- 


der; 


(88 ) 
der; the Rear of our Fleet not yet cloſed with the the 8 
Center; the Dunkirk and Cambridge a- head of the 
Vice Admiral, following the Example of their Neigh- WW he's 
bours a-head of them in throwing away their Shot; 
the Vice Admiral having tried to reach the ſternmoſt the Sj 
Ship of the Enemy, and fired a Broadſide at her, but of the 


could not ſtop her from going a- head, being before tion 
his Beam, Topgallants lower*d, only under her Main pron, 
and Foretopſaiks, with her Mizen- Topſail a- back; not- ¶ bur by 
withſtanding which the drew a- head of him, though MW aam 
he had all his Sail ſet, and there was ſo little Wind, ; to for 
with ſo high a Southern Swell, that it was all he coud . ; g00 
do to keep the Ports open to fire his lower Tier of i did n« 
Guns. As ſoon as he fired, ſhe returned it, then 5 have 
hoiſted her Topgallantſails, filled her Mizen- Topfall, to his 
and let fall her Foreſai and bore away from him: He Span 
kept going down after her, until he found he ſhuuid | was le 
only be able to fetch into her Wake; and all the Ships WT Lieut 
in the Spanih Admiral's Rear, crouded up to the Re. tate v 
lief of their Admiral, like Officers of Judgment, and | that it 
Men of Reſolution, who knew what to do; whole The 
Minds were fixed upon what was their immediate . when 
Duty. In this univerſal Terror, where every Body WW? nearer 
being poſſets'd by Fears, had renounced the Duties they! 
of their Office, or entirely ignorant of it; in a perfect ¶ ther o 
Maze, incapable of Direction, but as it were, receiv- Eſex, 
ing Orders from their Apprehenſions, we were no WW Camp; 
longer the intrepid Britons, Maſters of the Sea, that this © 


we uſed to be; the Courage and Wiſdom of our Fleet 
feem'd to be gone over to the Enemy. The Admiral 
haled down the Signal to engage the Enemy, like- 
wiſe the Signal for the Line of Battle one Ship a-head 
of another, and made the Signal to give over Chace (). 
At half an Hour paſt five, the Admiral made 
the Signal again for the Fleet to draw into a Line of 


© witho| 
and vi 
hortib 


Battle one Ship a- head of another; and haled . (1) 
| the 
(k ) Ne IV. > A Draught delivered to the Houſe of Commons, 60 C28 


ſhew the Situation of both Fleets at this Time. 


( 8g ) 

che Signal to give over Chace (7). At that Time it 
e was beginning to be duſkiſh, very little Wind with 
the Swell ſtill up, and the Ships had hardly Steerage- 


way, or could be commanded ; unqeſtionably then 
t che Signal was made in order to collect the Fleet out 
of the Confuſion they were in, into a proper Diſpoſi- 
e tion of Battle, in Defence of any Attack from the 
in = French, that were now almoſt at Hand to Windward, 


t- but bearing down to relieve the Spaniſb Squadron, The 
Admiral, in wearing his Ship to ſtand the other Way 

to form the Line of Battle on the Starboard Tack, loſt 
; a good deal of Room, and near*d the Enemy, as he 
did not endeavour to tack, which, in that Caſe, would 

a ha ve look'd more like flying, and been an Indignity 

il, to his Flag; by which means a Ship a-head of the 
5 


: Spaniſh Admiral that had been diſmaſted, and ſtruck, 
was left to be retook by the French Squadron, with a 
Lieutenant, and twenty-three Men. So precipi- 
tate was our Flight, and ſo great was our Diſorder, 
that it ſeems there was not Time to ſave theſe People. 


- 


The Dor ſeiſbire, Eſſex, Rupert and Royal Oak wore 
H when the Admiral did, which brought them much 
2 nearer to the four ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy than 
they had ever been before; and in paſſing by one ano- 
ther on the contrary Tack, the Admiral, Dorſeiſbire, 
Eſex, Rupert and Royal Oak, with the Dunkirk and 
Cambridge of the Vice Admiral's Diviſion, fir'd on 
this Occaſion, as did the Enemy for a few Minutes, 
without much Injury of either Side ; but Night-Flaſhes, 
and violent Reports of Guns, made it appear very 
hortible, but in the Conſequences altogether in ſigni- 
ficant, only the Expence of ſo much more Ammu- 
| nition, having in this laſt Firing not one Man kill'd 
that we have heard of (m). 
1 1 „ 
i- Ne V. A Draught deliver'd to the Houſe of Commons, 
* ſhews the Situation of both Fleets at this Time. | 
* (m) Mr. Matheavs's Account, publiſhed by Authority, ſays, 
| * That the Admiral was himſelf at the ſame Time, wa ah 
| Fireſhip 
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The Poder of ſixty- four Guns, and fix hundred Men, 
after ſtanding the Fire of the Somerſet, Princeſſa, Dra- 
gon, Bedford, Saliſbury, Guernſey and Kingſton ; and 
having loſt her Main-maſt, and Foretop-maſt, ſtruck 
to the Berwick; ſeveral Officers boarded her, claiming 
the Honour that they had not merited ; but the Cap- 
tain pointed the Ship out to whom he had ſubmitted, 
and when he found her to be the Berwick, he deliver'd 

his 


« Fireſhip blew up, within Muſket-ſhot of the Real, and was af. 
«« terwards engaged within leſs than Muſket-ſhot by the ſame four 
Ships which had paſſed by Mr. Lefock ; which Ships the Rear 
* of the Admiral's Diviſion engaged, but at too great a Dil- 
tance.” 

We have already obſerved in a former Note, that had the Ad- 
miral been ſo near the Real as within lefs than Muſket-ſhot, he 
would have ſeen that the Launch did not blow up with the Fireſhip, 
as the Smoak of firing one ſingle Gun at the Launch, which was 
all that he fir'd at this ſuncture, could not poſſibly obſtruct his 
Sight, even had this Smoak, contrary to Cultom, paſt to Wind- 
ward: But his ſaying he was engaged afterwards within leſs than 
Muſket-ſhot, by the ſame four Ships which had paſſed by Mr. 
Leftack, was what alarm'd the Nation, and exaſperated the People 
to the higheſt Degree of popular Clamour and Fury againſt Mr. 
Leflock, as if the Vice Admiral had not only looked with Uncon- 
cern on his commanding Officer in the Heat of Battle, and tamely 
ſuffer'd thoſe Ships, without endeavouring his utmoſt to engage 
and ſtop them from getting a-head to attack the Admiral, who, 
the" he was before over-power'd, yet continued dauntleſs againſſ this ju 
perior Force. In this Manner was the Nation impoſed and deluded 
with the firſt Rumour and Noiſe ; and this Account (without 
weighing long-liv'd Enmity, Paſſion and Prejudice, as well as the 
Neceſſity of laying the Blame ſomewhere, to draw a Veil over the 
moſt notorious Miſconduct) {captivated all Degrees of People: 
Therefore we think it neceſſary to obſerve, to undeceive our 
Readers, that as theſe four Ships never got far enough a- head to 
fire at the Marlborough, her Diſtreſs coal not any ways proceed 
from them And that Admiral Mathews having form'd a Line 
of Battle a-head on the other Tack (on purpoſe to get away from 
the French who were juſt at Hand, elſe why was the Poder left 
with the Beravic#'s People) in ſtanding from the Enemy, and leav- 
ing the Place of Battle, ſome Shot were exchanged as they yu 

one another, which Mr. Mathew: calls engaging within leſs than 


Muſket- ot; and alſo that this hindered the Rea from 9 
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his Sword to her Lieutenant, proteſting to him at the 
| ame Time, that he had held the others in the greateſt 
Contempt; and had not ſhe come down, his Honour 
would have never ſuffered him to ſtrike the Spaniſh 
Colours to them. The French approaching very near, 
the Berwick had not more Time than to take out the 


Captain with ſome of the other Officers, and precipi- 
tately left behind her Fourth Lieutenant, and twenty - 


SS 


* 


two Men (2). 
wh All 


into his Hands, and occaſioned him to be torn to pieces, altho' 
it is evident he had left the Real, and he had, beſides the Ships 
| a-ſtern, fix Ships a- head, wiz. the Dor/e//hire, I ſex. Rupert, Royal 


* 2 


— 


r 


> Oak, Dunkirꝶł and Cambridge, that fired on this Occaſion in paſſing, 


and only four Ships of the Enemy fired. As an undoubted Proof 
of what I affirm, I appeal to Mr. Mathews and his Adherents, 
whether he did not fire his Larboard Guns, the contrary Guns that 
he firſt engaged the Real with? conſequently that this was a forced 


Pie, in endeavouring to get away. What is more, in ſaying the 


Rear of the Admiral's Diviſion engaged theſe Ships, but at too 
great a Diſtance, and aſſerting, they paſſed by Mr. Leſteck, 


Mr. Mathews mult alſo allow, that before they got up where 


he was, they muſt neceſſarily paſs by the Dorſetſhire, Egex, 
Rupert, Royal Oak, Dunkirk and Cambridge, which Ships were 
far enough a-head to have bore away, and to have engaged Yard- 


E armand Yard-arm ; conſequently had they equally bore down at 


* firſt with the Marlborough, if they were not all of them able to 
| have engaged at the Beginning of the Action, at leaſt they would 
| have been in the Way to have attacked them as they came up, or 
obliged them to have put before the Wind; why, therefore, if the 
Captains neglected their Duty, and could not be brought to obey 
© Meſſages ſent to them, others were not appointed in this Con- 
© teſt of their Country's Cauſe, is a Matter of great Surprize : It is 
certain, the ſternmoſt Ship paſſed by Mr. Leſtocl, but with Sub- 
miſſion to the Admiral that commanded on that important Day, 
ſhe paſſed by out of his Reach, and with the ſame Jultice and 
Propriety it might have been ſaid ſhe paſſed by, had ſhe been in 
Sight fifteen Miles wide of him. 
) Admiral Mathews's Account, publiſhed by Authority, ſays, 
| © That notwithſtanding the French tack'd upon the Rear Admiral 
% Rowley, they did not think proper to engage him; they, how- 
| © ever, retook the Spaniſh Ship, it being impoſſible to do any 
| © thing with her, as ſhe had not a Maſt ſtanding, and as it was 
| N 2 | near 
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All Aion ceaſed with the Day, and ſurely Heaven 
fent Darkneſs to prevent greater Confuſion, if prfſible, 
amongſt us, and to protect the Britiſh Fleet from an ig. 
nominious Defeat. At this Funtiure I could not help 
calling to Mind the many different Hiſtories I had read 
of Battles, &c. where a Handful of diſciplined Troops, 
welt headed and conducted, have defeated, and ſhamefuily 
overthrown mighty Armies, «who were without Order, 
or the Advantage of an old veteran Leader; and «who, 
to a Degree of Temerity before Balile, held their Enemy 
in the greateſt Contempt; where, at the Beginning of g 
Battle, a Blander in the Chief committed, perbap. 
thro his Obſtinacy and hcad-ſtrong Temper, could never 
be remedied by the Condutt and Courage of his Officers, 


nor the Firmneſs of his veteran Troops. In the Heat if 


Battle, an Admiral ought to be afiive and reſolute, yet 
calm and preſent to bimſelf, make bis Signals diſtindi, 
not capable of the leaſt Miſapprebenſion, and keep every 
Ship to her deſtin'd Poſt ; and if all the deſired Succeſs 
ſhould not crown his Endeavours, ſhould be therefore be 


inflamed with Rage, and all the Paſſions which poſſeſs a 


Proud 


% near dark, and the whole French Squadron had tack'd upon 
them; that thereupon Captain Hawke, of the Berwick, leſt 
* her, bat cou'd not get his Lieutenant, and twenty-three Nen 
* outof her, his firſt Lieutenant having done all he could to per- 
* ſuade the Men to quit her, but in vain.” | 

We mult beg the Admiral's Pardon; the Sp2ni/5 diſabled Ship 
had only loſt her Main and Foretop Maſts ; therefore ſhe had het 
Fore and Mizen Maſts ſtanding : But the firſt Lieutenant of the 
Berawick having obſerved the Situation of both Fleets, the Ad- 
miral leaving the Place of Battle, and going from the Poder and 


Real, the French Squadron drawing near to their Deliverance, his | 


Ship, the Beravict, making Sail after the Admiral, wiſely judged, 
that neither he, nor his People would be ſafe, came away, leaving 
the Fourth Lieutenant and twenty-three Men behind him, recon 
mending Diſpatch ; and what may ſerve to ſupport this Truth, 
and prove the Hurry our Fleet was in, to get away, the Firtt 
Lieutenant did not get on beard of his own hip that Night, bu: 
lay on board the Royal Ogs. 
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proud Spirit when fallen from its Hopes, he will then 


wen ioſe the Fruits of all his Talents, and precipitate himſelf 
ble, into a Concatenation of Blunders, by giving Way to an 
io. beadſtrong Imagination, and an ungovernable Paſſion, 
velp wbich knows no Bounds. 
ead | 
7% a Fleet or an Army ſets out in Diſorder, goes on in 
uily Diſerder, begins an Attack in Diſorder, divided and 
ler, incapable of ſuccouring one another, a ſmall Oppoſition 
%%, will increaſe it, or make it general and baffle every Au- 
em (tempt. To fall into Danger for want of Forefight is 
f a © of worſe Conſequences than liſing an Advantage through 
aps Diſſdence; and both theſe Fanlts, though of a contrary 
wer Mature, ſpring from the fame Root, which is want of 
ers, Jaudment and Experience. It is in vain that a Leader, 
i Diſorder and Confuſion, ſhews an Example, and 
yet bt himſelf ; his Endeavours to animate, his Re- 
nit, proaches, Threats and Orders, while it continues, No- 
very bod can obſerve, regard or underſtand. Courage alone 
ceſs i not ſufficient ro ſupply all the Duties of an Admiral 
e be er General; whoever depends on that merely, will find 
ſs a imſelf for ever foiPd ; neither is it good to diſpiſe an 
-oud Anemy overmuch, for the ill Conſequences of that are 
numberleſs in Hiſtory, and daily Practice. In Order and 
upon Diſcipline lie the whole Study of the military Art; theſe 
„begun, continued and ended, will apply and execute few 
50 Exßpedients unſucceſsfully, and accompliſh great Deſigns 
becoming the Honour of the Nation, but without them 
Ship Courage and Strength avail little; inſtead of being able 
cope with an Equal, or to attach and deſtroy @ dimi- 
Ad- nuttve Enemy, they will be ſoon reduced to ſuch a Con- 
end dition, as to be able neither to ſerve their Country, nor 
, his WW defend themſelves. | 
ged. 5 
virg 
ns The whole Amount of this Fight is, that the Center, 
urn, conſiſting of eleven Ships, viz. Namur, Marlborough, 
F FEI Norfolk, Somerſet, Dorſetſhire, Princeſſa, Eſſex, Bed- 


ford, 
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ford, Royal Oak, Rupert, Dragon, with the Berwick, 
King ſton, Guernſey and Saliſbury of the Rear Admiral” 


dron, much more ſo, as three of thoſe Ships went 


up to cloſe with their Admiral before it was duſkiſh, 
long after the Fireſhip's Misfortune ; ſo that the whole 
Afternoon there were only five, out of which the 
Conſtant was beat away in leſs than an Hour ; what 
then fifteen Ships could be doing from half an Hour 
paſt one till paſt five, no leſs than four Hours, and 


theſe Ships not taken, burnt and deſtroyed, is the 


Queſtion which behoves them to anſwer : But here e 
5 


Diſtar 


we declare lies the Neglect; for if the Admiral had 
not thought himſelf powerful enough with ſuch : 
Force, he would have had the Prudence and Patience 
to have forborn engaging, until the Rear of our Fleet 
had come up, and been ready at Hand to ſuccour and 
ſupport the Center. 


It is certain, that few of the Ships that fired at the 
Spaniſh Squadron,engaged within a Point-Blank Mark; 
tis true, they fired as many Shot as the others; but 
where, and how, what Damage did they do the Ene- 
my, or receive themſelves ? And there is not one a- 
mong them can ſay, they had it not in their Power to 
attack; they were to Windward, and up with them 
from the Beginning, only wanting to bear away to a 
proper Diſtance ; and there was the Fireſhip to ſtrike 
a Panick withal : In that Caſe, all other Aſſiſtance was 
ſuperfluous ; for there were more Ships already than 
could come to engage ſo ſmall a Number; and if the 
ſternmoſt at Night eſcaped our Rear by outſailing 
them, ſtill after four Hours to diſpatch Buſineſs in, 
there were with the Dunkirk and Cambridge then 
far enough a-head, after the Signal was made to 


give over Chace, ſeventeen Sail to nine, even includ- 
ing 


A. 


ling tl 
Diviſion, were able to deſtroy the whole Spani/h Squa. Ml lic 
Line. 


with the French, and four of the ſternmoſt did not get 
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ick, | ing the whole 1 the Poder that had truck, the Real 
altogether diſabled, and the Conſtant beat out of their 


et If the Apprehenfion of breaking the Line of Battle 
hol was the Motive which hindered the Center from going, 
near enough to attack the Enemy, tho* a Line was 
never formed, yet it is certain that the Signal was kept 
Lined, while the Van was left expoſed to nineteen 
Ships of the Enemy, not ſo much as directed to keep 
their Wind from that Superiority, at the ſame Time 
that the Center fell upon their Rear, the Spaniſh Squa- 
dron and our Rear with very little Wind was a great 
Z Diſtance off a-ſtern, ſurely the Signal had been better 
haled down; for in that Caſe it ſeemed to ſerve no 
other Purpoſe than as a Bugbear to intimidate our 
Ships from going within Gun-ſhot of the Enemy; and 


— 


gas to Diſcipline in the Order of a Line of Battle, all 


i 


that was foregone when the Center bore away and 
attacked the Rear of the Enemy. 


** ; The Method at Sea of giving Orders, which re- 


quire an inſtant Execution, or amending any Diſorder, 


8 more eſpecially in the Heat of Battle, that may diſ- 
a '» {compoſe Meaſures the moſt conſiderate and wiſe, is 
nem by Signals, which are thrown abroad in a Moment : 


Our Signal Book, at preſent, has been found by con- 
* ſtant Practice in many neceſſary Points to be defective 
sand inſufficient. No Performance can ever come fo 


bn near to Perfection, but by Length of Time it is diſ- 
- the cover'd, that it may admit of ſome Addition, which 
line might ſtrengthen, give a Luſtre, or ſupply new Mat- 
wies ter to obviate Omiffons. Men in the higheſt Stations 
Sen. at Sea, will not deny but that our ſailing and fighting 
1 Inſtructions might be amended, and many added to 


lud them, which by every Day's Experience are found to 
: be abſolutely neceſſary. Tho? this Truth is univer- 
fally 


(96) 
fally acknowledged, and the Neceſſity of the Roi 


Navy very urgent, yet fince the Inſtitution of thek 


Signals, nothing has been added to them, excepting 
the chaſing Signals, excellent in their Kind, by $r 
. Not but that every Admiral has Ay. 
thority to make any Additions, or give ſuch Signal, 


to the Captains under his Command as he ſhall j::4:: i 


proper, which are only expe ditional. Upon man 
Emergencies, our Signals at this Juncture proved ty 
be very barren; there was no ſuch Signal in the Book, 


expreſſing an Order, when the Admiral would hay 


the Ships to come to a cloſer Engagement than when 


they begun; nor for the Line of Battle in the Night; | 


after what has been obſerved, it is unneceflary noy 
to repeat the great Neceſſity and Occaſion there wa 


for ſuch Signals, as Boats in many Caſes, beſides their 


Delay and Hindrance could not always perform tha 


Duty. 


Mr. Vernon, that provident great Admiral, who 


never ſuffered any uſeful Precaution to eſcape him, 


concerted ſome Signals for ſo good a Purpoſe, wiſely |? 
foreſeeing their Uſe and Neceſſity, giving them to 
the Captains of the Squadron under his Command. 


And left his Vigilance ſhould be ſometime or other 
ſurprized by an Enemy, or the Exigency of his Mal- 
ter's Service ſhould require him to attack, or repulſe 


in the Night, he appointed Signals for the Line « 


Battle, engaging, chafing, leaving off Chace, with 
many others altogether new, excellent and ſerviceable, 
which ſhew his Judgment, Abilities and Zeal. The 


Author has made uſe of them in his Notes, and takes 


the Liberty to print others by the ſame eminentjHand, 
for the Improvement of his Brethren, who, if they 


take the Pains to peruſe them, will receive Benefit 


and Inſtruction, 
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There was little Wind all Night, variable, and 
ſometimes calm; the Fleet ſtood in ſhore, leaving 
the Marlborough under the Care of the Salisbury and 
Feverſham, not without general Fear, that ſhe would 
be burnt, ſunk or taken; but in the Morning we had 
the Pleaſure to ſee her ſafe, to the great Joy and 
Satisfaction of the whole Fleet, and her own Ship's 
Company, who had laboured under the moſt terri- 
ble Apprehenſions all Night. 
Sunday, February the 12th, the Namur's Maſts 
having received ſame Damage, at Day-light the Ad- 
miral's Flag appeared to have been hoiſted on board 


of the Ruſſe! (o): ſaw the Enemy in the S. V. Quar- 


ter diſtant four or five Leagues, and the Somer ſet 
We 


having been wandering in the Night, ſomething like 
her Knight Errantry of Yeſterday, fell in with one of 


the Spaniſh Squadron in the Morning, and exchanged 
ſome Shot with her, without loſing more than two 
Men in both Battles of Yeſterday and to Day. Little 
Wind about N. E. the Fleet bearing down upon the 


1 Enemy, ſoon met the Somerſet in their Way. At 
Hel? 


nine the Vice Admiral made the Signal for his Squa- 
dron to give Chace to the South Wei and croud- 
ed 


e) Vice Admiral Leſtocl's Account, as delivered to the Houſe of 
Commons, ſays, that he received this Morning a Letter from 
Admiral Mathews, directing him, when he was - the Signal for 
the Line of Battle a-head of each other, to lead with his Diviſion, 
let it be with the Starboard or Larboard Tack, How can this be 
practicable? for when a Fleet is once extended and form'd in order 
of Battle, how can the Van on the Starboard Tack become the 
Van on the Larboard Tack, without Confuſion and Diſorder, 
loſs of Time, and running the Gauntlet of the whole Fleet, 
to this Order, whereas in the common Courſe of Diſcipline 
in T ing, or wearing to form on the other Tack, the Van 
becomes the Rear, and the Rear the Van, like wheeling about ? 
At the ſame Time the Vice Admiral ſent his Compliments to the 
Admiral, by Capt. Long, with his Opinion, that we ſhou'd do 
Its unleſs we engag'd the Enemy in a proper Diſpoſition at 
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ed fail, a-head, At eleven; the Admiral made the 


Signat for the Fleet to dtaw into a Line, of Batile 


one Ship f. bteaſt o another. At Two the Admiral 
brought to with the Fleet, in order to wait for the 


Rear Admiral's Diviſion, that was ſome Diſtance 
a-Stern, but 'the Rear Admiral having brought 'to 
alfo, the Admiral made the Signal for him that com. 
mands in the third Poſt to make more Sail. All this 
Day kept forming into a Line according to the Sig- 
nal, and going down upon the Enemy, who was 
going before the Wind. About five we got 
into perfect. Order and Diſpoſition, fit to give and 
receive Battle, ſeeming determined to make a good 
and proper Uſe of our Strength, and the Aſſiſtance 
from our ſetting out, which Heaven had continued to 
vs. That Power, Succeſs and Proſperity ofa Fleet oran 
Army, which depends entirely upon. the Wiſdom of 


good Diſcipline, and the Conduct of the Leader, parti. 


cularly in the ſteady Execution of its Rules, and his 


own, ftriet. Obſervance” of them, now cheer'd the 


Heart, and ſtrengthen'd the Hands of every Indi- 
vidual;.every Man faying to himſelf, never to com- 
mit. a Fault is above the Force of human Nature; 
but to learn, and improve by the Faults we have 


committed, is that which becomes a good and pru- 


dent Man: Experience enlightens the Mind, rectifies 
our Faults by Degrees, tames Violence and Impe- 
tuoſity, and we are often compel'd to conform by 


Danger and Neceſſity; there was no reſiſting the 


Impulſe of Yeſterday's Leſſon, which taught us to 
grve ourſelves'wholly up to the Method and Practice 
of our Forefathers in attacking and keeping: in that 
Order of Battle, with Which our Superiority could 
not fail to bring on the Deſtruction of the em, 
Chartes XN. at laſt taught the Cagr of Muſcovy how 
oo FEM... wh ein h. ies L 445 


The 


n 

The confederate Fleets ſaw our Strength as it were 
united and cemented in its proper Efficacy to be in- 
vincible ; they trembled and were confounded, ' the 
exact Practice of Order and military Diſcipline had 
forſaken them, they were diſmayed, and did not 
ſeem to know what it was: The Irregularity and 
Confuſion of the Britiſß Fleet had overtaken them; 


Le had eſpouſed their Maxims, while they, in the 
Panic of their Hearts, had degenerated into ours, 


with this material Difference, they were ſenſible of 


their own Weakneſs, inſtead of running head long to 
attack, or waiting for our coming down, they kept 


away from us, fluctuating and dividing in all their 


$ Motions, like Men whoſe Minds are filled with 


Fears, and cannot come to any Reſolution. The 


1 Spaniſh Squadron was a-head and to Leeward of the 


French, four of their Ships were diſabled, amon 
which was the Real, their Admiral, whoſe Flag was 


| ſtill flying on board of this Cripple, without a Topmaſt 


on end, or a Yard a-croſs, excepting her Main-top- 


* gallant and Sprit Sail Yards, under a Sprit Sail and 


{ fore-ſtay Sail in tow of a large Ship, ſuppos'd to be 


tee Jabella, with all the Sail ſhe could ſet. A 


: ſecond without a main Topmaſt; a third without 


a fore Topmaſt, and the fourth without a Bowſprit. 
E Beſides the Poder, another Spaniſh diſabled Ship, that 
had ſtruck to the Berwick Yeſterday, and in the Even- 


ing having been retaken by the French Fleet, ſhe 


ing neat ſhe was deſerted, and the E//ex was ſent to 
burn her; being found already on Fire, and one of 
her Beams almott conſumed, they added to this flow 


f a wo 
| had been all Day in their Rear; when on our draw- 
? 

«| 


Fire, and kindled more fore and aft, which ſoon 
made a pleaſant Blaze, and attracted the Eyes of the 
= whole Fleet: This was a delightful Proſpect in a fine 
> Moon-light Night, and was look'd upon as a certain 
Preſage of an eaſy Victory next Day, at leaſt the 


| Certainty of forcing them to icave all the reſt of 
| () 2 their 


T 
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their diſabled Ships. The Poder burnt about an 
Hour, and at Night blew up in Sight of both Fleets, 
each imagining the Action to be their own handy 


Work ; and a general Shout echo'd thro' our Fleet, 
from the Van to the Rear. 


At half an Hour paſt five the Fleet brought to 
with the Starboard Tack on board, a fine Evening, 
little Wind in the N. E. Quarter, the Enemy bear- 
ing S. W. by W. ſix Miles. In the Morning the 
Marlborough had been ſent to Mahon under the Pro- 
tection of the Oxford; and in the Evening the Bur. 
ford arriv'd from England, and fell into her Station 
in the Line of Battle, which Ship having been at 
Hieres in ſearch of the Fleet, obſerving Yeſterday a 
great Smoak aſcend in the Offing, concluded from 
thence that both Fleets muſt be engaged, and got 
under fail immediately, leaving her Boat behind, 
which had been ſent on Shore for Intelligence. (p). 


Our 


% Admiral Mathexus's Account publiſh'd by Authority, ſays, 
That at Break of Day he ſaw the Enemy's Fleet to Leeward of 
them, and found they had tow'd all the cripled Ships before 
the Wind all Night; the Admiral chac'd them again ; the 
French laying in a Line of Battle to Windward of the Spaniard, 
moſt of them Hull to; but as he drew near them, they made 
Sail, and left the difabled 60 Gun Ship. The Admiral then 


'* ſent the Eſſex a-head, and order'd Capt. Norris to burn the 


* faid Ship (not being able to ſpare any of his Squadron to carry 
* her to Mingrea) which Capt. Norris did, and ſhe blew up at 
* half an Hour after nine at Night; that there was great Rev 
* fon to believe, that if there had been any Wind, the Frenc 
* would have left the Spaniſh cripled Ships, as moſt of them had 
* ſuffer'd greatly, That in the Afternoon Capt, Watkins of the 
* Burford join d the Fleet; he had been in Hieres Bay, and 
hearing the Report of Guns, and ſeeing the Smoak, he made 
directly for jt. That at Night the Admiral brought to, that 

the Sternmoſt Ships might get up with them. | 
It is furprizing as this Account mentions ſo many Circumſtan- 
ces and Appearances of a fugitive Enemy, diſabled and encum- 
bered with cripple Ships, that Admiral Mathews ſhould have 
brought to ſo far to Windward of the Enemy, in ſo fine 3 
N | Moon light ; 


Our 
$2dmict! 


Moon: li 
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Our Advantages were conſpicuous and many, even 


admitting that the Day before, the Force of both 


Fleets 


Moon- light; if he imagin'd the Enemy capable of running from 


him before Action, as ſome of his Advocates have given out, to 
palliate Matters, in order to excuſe his engaging them, contrary 
to the Line of Battle, he muſt be truly ſenfible that they wou'd, 
now, more endeavour at it, as their only Reſource lay in the en- 
ſuing Night, to get away with their lame Ships. In the Night 


before the Action he brought to by his own Account, within 


« 4 little more than three Guns Shot of them, and order'd the 


Eder to lie a Mile to Leeward of him, and the Finchel/ea a 


good Muſquet Shot to Leeward of the E/zx, to watch their 
$* Motions, and to make the proper Signals, and ſtand after them, 
in caſe they ſhould make Sail; that he was ſo near, that he 

could count the Enemies Ships after the Moon was down.” 


Here were all the neceſſary Precautions taken, leſt the Enemy 
ſhould endeavour to eſcape us, when we were not ſo much as 


ſorm'd in Order of Battle, and they were laying by for us in 


Order; but when we had gain'd the Advantage of diſabling four 
of their Ships, and burning another, we became miore cautious, 


and brought to at a much greater Diſtance in Order of Battle, 


without tending Cruizers to obſerve their Motions, What cou'd 
$ occaſion two ſuch extraordinary Extremes of Raſhneſs and Diffi- 


dence, equally prejudicial to the Nation, as the leaſt Danger 


could not ariſe by going nearer at this Juncture, is impoſſible to 
$fay? but it is certain they are oppoſite to the Rules of War 
and Prudence, eſpecially as it was fo eaſy for us to have kept 
Sight of them all Night, by making more and more fail, as 
dhe Enemy appear'd leſs and leſs perceptible. It is what we 
cannot allow, conſidering the Diſpoſition of both Fleets, that 
there could not be ſpar'd a Frigate or two to have ſaved the 
Poder, a good Man of War, which would have been a Trophy 
of the Enemy's Flight; neither can we agree that the Admiral 
brought to, that the ſternmoſt Ships might get up with him, 


[1 becauſe we were in an excellent Line at the Time we brought to, 


Ns 6, of the Draughts ſhew our Order, and the Enemy's 
| Retreat at that Time. It alſo proves what I have obſery'd for 


the ſake of Diſcipline in a former Note, that ſo ſoon as the 


Fleet brings to, after failing in a Line of Battle a-breaſt, the 
| Ships lie a-head one of another, which certainly breaks the Line 
| breaſt, and entirely deftroys that Order: However, as the 
| Union Flag, with a Pendant under it at the Mizen Peck, is the 


Signal for the Line a-breaſt, it is only taking down the Pen- 
2 dant, and it is a ſufficient Direction for the Fleet to form and 


keep in that Order while it is Day: In like manner, as Lines of 


Battle a-breaft and a-head are ſignified with, or without the 


Pendants, 


the Marlborough, in lieu of which the Burford vey 


be diſabled and incapable of making any Defenc 
much leſs of giving Battle, eſpecially the Real, thei 
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Fleets had been equal. We had only loft the Ute d 


opportunely came, inferior no more than twenty 
Guns, all the other Ships were as able as ever to es. 
gage the Enemy. On their fide, the Poder had bee, 
burnt, with the four Ships which we had obſerved 9 


capital Ship, and, indeed, that of the World, thx 
had been ſo well prepared and fortified in the mol 
extraordinary ſurpriſing Manner, that they had th: 


greateſt Dependence on her. Her Sides being lin« if 


four or five Foot thick every where with Junk a 
old Cables to hinder the Shot from piercing them.— 
Her Guns from the Poop, and Patteraroes from he: 


Tops, (which Places were barricaded with Wool 


packs) did great Execution, and made great Havock 


among the Soldiers on the Marlborougb's Poop. T heir 


Officers and Seamen, all of them, on this prodigicu 
Bulwark had grounded their Hopes of Victory; ſuck 
a melancholy Proſpect could not but diſhearten ; ſuch 
a Change could not fail to throw the moſt daring in 
to a Conſternation ; however, we put off our Joy til 
next Day; we, with great Circumſpection, ſtop: 
running nearer to a certain Victory, and keeping in 
Sight of them, though to Windward in one of the 
fineſt Moon-light Nights that ever. was ſeen ; ve 


thought ourſelves ſure of the Purchaſe ſo ſoon & 


Day-light appeared; and that then we ſhould attan 
to the Height of all our Wiſhes. It ſeem'd to be 
| impoſſ: 


Pendants, but in the Night as theſe Day Signals cannot be ſeen, 
it is certainly the Duty 'of every commanding Officer to provice 
ſuch neceſſary Night Signals as Mr. Vernon did, at the ſame Time 
taking Care, when he makes Signals in the Night, to conſice! 
the expreſs Words or Tenour of the Articles, left he ſhould fal 
into Error, and contradict what is not his Intention; for tit 


Merit of a junior Officer conſiſts in executing his Orders by Sig 
nal or otherwiſe, for which alone he is anſwerable, and not at 4 


for the Rectitude of that Signal or Order. 
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mpoſſible for their crippled Ships to eſcape, and 
From all Circumſtances our Conqueſt was ſecure and 


aly to be compleated: But junior Officers are not 
wudges, they cannot diſtinguiſh what is neceſſary to bring 
great Deſign to an happy 1ſue ; their Study is to obey, 
nd it is not at all incumbent on them, ether to provide, 
Have a clear Fore- 
zht of Things to come; Advantages loſt through Diff. 
ence or Raſhneſs do not concern them ; they are not ac- 


bountable— Paſſive Obedience is their only and ultimate 


Duty, every other is ſubmitted to the Superior alone. 


In this Exceſs of a ſure Victory, we were lulled 
aſt aſleep laying to, while the Enemy wiſely took 
the Advantage, to free themſelves from the Danger 
df being obliged to renew a Fight, where they could 
ot but expect to be defeated, in making Uſe of the 

ight to retire with all the Precipitation that their 


Tondition would permit; what elſe could they do? 


They had engaged us, according to their peremptory 
Drders, whether ſuperior or inferior ; and it is cer- 
ain, that their Conduct all along from our firſt Meet- 

g, to the Time that they did, ſhewed it to be their 


al Deſign; but now finding the Superiority to be 


great, the moſt prudent Courſe they could poſſibly 
ke was to make the utmoſt Expedition out of our 
dight to ſave their Fleet. (). 


* (7) The Captain of the Poder, who was our Priſoner, inform'd 
| ; that before they ſail'd from Toulon, the French took infinite 


ains to make the Spaniards believe, that we had only a few Ca- 
2 Ships, and the reſt were all Frigates; that we were in great 
ant of Men, the Namur having the higheſt Compliment, which 
Fas no more than zoo; that we had very little Powder, and that 
the Men we had were ſickly, and enfeebled with the Scurvy 3 


pou theſe Reports might ſerve to animate tHe private Men, 
Jet they were not at all credited by the Spani/> Officers; inſo- 


Þuch that in a Council of War held the Day before their ſailing. 
de Spani/b Members argued againſt their going to Sea, but to end 
U Diſputes, Monſieur e Court, the French Admiral, produced 


He King's Order to proceed immediately to Sea, and give us 


Battle; 


|] 
12 
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Monday, February the 13th, the Wind Northerl, |" — 
at half an Hour paſt two in the Morning, the Adnj. 
ral fired Ten Guns, which is the Signal to make Sail; 
a ſufficient Alarm to the Enemy if within hearing Eye. 
and the Fleet continued their Courſe to the Weſtua 7. 


with a freſh Gale of Wind (r). At Day- break nſe 18 
the. 


Battle; we had therefore no great Cauſe to be ſo impatient, ſo the 
from thence it is evident that had we ſtay d till next Day, ae 


we ſhould have been in perfect Order of Battle, that agree able Gun 
their Orders before they retreated, they muſt have engag'd ; ung | 
indeed from their Behaviour all along, and Method of acting, viſio 
ſeem'd to be their real Intention. For had it not been ſo, a anot 


firſt Day they had a ſtrong Weſterly Wind, and at Night off ſtruc 
Fleet anchored in the Bay, there was nothing to hinder tha 

from paſling to Taly, had they been bound there; and had thy chac 
been bound down-the Streighis, next Day when the Eaftcrly Wu ſame 
prevail'd, they would have made ſail from us, inſtead of bring Batt! 
to, in order of Battle. In ſhort, in Spite of Falſhood and Mi At e 
repreſentation, in order to hide ſo notorious a Breach of Diſcipi V 
nothing is more certain than that they came out on Purpoſe to gi to 

us Battle, and that their Deſign by making ſail, on ſeeing us n nine 
the Signal for engaging while our Fleet were in Diſorder and ( whic 
fuſion, was to have gain'd the Weather Gage; an Advantage whit 
my good Officer will endeavour to obtain, and be cautious i Ss 
oſing. 1 

nw 5 Though this Sigual, (the 6th Inſtruction to be obſerved» Eaſt: 
the Night Time,) is the Signal for the Fleet to make fail att ſtrair 
lying by, vet we cannot think it a proper one on this Occaſo , Fleet 
when the Enemy was on the Retreat; therefore we have the mor 

Reaſon to lament that other Signals more applicable, were 10 
provided and appointed: For this not only alarm'd the Enemy, 
but it was no certain Guide, nor Direction: It neither point 
out the Courſe the Fleet ſhould ſteer, nor that it ſhould ſail in: 
Line of Battle; and though the Rear of the Fleet might guela 
the Admiral's Courſe, by ſceing his Diſtinguiſhing Lights, yet Wo 
Van could not poſſibly ſee, or make any Judgment, without p) 
per Lights (as ſhould have been at the Bowſprit End) forward 
In ſupport of what we have ſaid, in Regard to Night Signals, ue 
will inſert a Preamble of Admiral Ferzex's, to one of his Add 
tional Signals, wiz, Whereas the Night Signals © in the genen Z 
*« Inſtruction Baok for lying by, or 8 after lying by. 
are Signals generally conceived for bad Weather, and ſo i 

« being better diſtinguiſhed, are directed to be made with i 
great Number of Guns, which in moderate Weather, _— 14 
6s pre ell ; 


ierly could diſcern them; they had made the beſt Uſe of 
dm. their Time: Hands were ſent to the Maſt Head, E- 
Salli miſſaries of every ſort with the keeneſt and ſharpeſt 
ring; Eyes were kept on the Stretch; all employed to look 
wall out for the Enemy, when the Vice Admiral made 
alten? the Signal for ſeeing above twenty Sail. At ſeven 
the Admiral hoiſted a Flag ſtriped red and white on 
nt, o the Flagſtaff at the Foretopmaſt-head, and fired a 
, — Gun, which Signal, by the 13th Article of the fights 
1; u ing Inſtructions, is for the Vice Admiral and his Di- 
ting, i viſion to draw into a Line of Battle a- head of one 
; AS th another; but by the 14th Article of the failing In- 
zur oY tructions, it is for the Vice Admiral to ſend Ships to 
Fre chace (5), upon which the Vice Admiral repeated the 
y Wa ſame Signal, and with his Diviſion in the Line of 
ringnW8 Battle one Ship a-head of another, gave Chace a-head. 
- 2 At eight the Admiral made the Signal for the Ships 
* 5 to Windward to bear down into his Wake: And at 
15 nach nine he made the unfortunate Signal to give over Chace, 
nd C which the Vice Admiral anſwered by ſhortening ſail; 
c ulig and the Enemy ſoon after got out of Sight with all 
oe their lame Ships. At ten the Wind came to the 
ervelaffÞ Eaſtward, a good Wind to give Chace, without 
ail a ſtraining our Maſts ; but though it continued fa, the 
wy Fleet lay by all that Day, and next Night (2), 
ere 10 P On 
Enem | | 1 | on CE 
point © preſent cruizing Station might be inconvenient :** And it is cer- 
ſail in: tain that ſuch Signals are improper, within hearing of our Ene- 
gueß a my, and ſo defective, that they can ſerve no Purpoſe but that of 
yet de bad Weather, which is the only Uſe of them. 
out pro , (+) Here is another Inſtance where the ſame Signal means two 
orwarl. e Things, conſequently it proves the Neceſſity for an Alteration in 
nals, u our general Inſtruction Book , | | 


_ Fans) - 
of being within Gun-ſhot of the Enemy, no Body 


is Add 1 ) Mr. Mathews's Account publiſhed by Authority ſays, 
genen That he ſaw the Enemy again next Morning; but at a 2 
ying e Diſtance. That after the Admiral had loſt Sight of the Ene- 
id fo fu © my's. Fleet, he found all his Endeavours to rejoin them, or 
with! | ** procure Intelligence of them ineffectual, they being gone, as 
and ou he ſuppos'd, down the Streights.”” | | 


bree Here 


yt 
Pn, 
E 
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On Tueſday the 15th, made Cape St. Sebaſtian, then Fro 
bore away for Minorca, and ſaw the Ifland the 17th, to 
when the Sutherland Hoſpital Ship was diſpatched not 


into Mahon Harbour with the wounded Men. whit 
| | 92 hom 
In this Month we bore away twice more to Minor. Plee 
ea, which, if we had not been ſo unlucky as to do, 
we ſhould have got to Hieres, where it was judged 7 
we were bound, and thereby eſcaped an hard Gale of 4 
Wind, in which moſt of the Ships were greatly Fight 
diſabled, by loſing their Maſts, falling on board of | joinds 
one another, through the Miſapprehenſion of Signals, ning 
as well as ſome of them very near aſhore in the Night N 2 29 
in a Storm of Wind upon the Iſland of Minorca, I * « * 
| From Le. 
| | Pat 
Here he acknowledges that he ſaw the Enemy, but not one 1 . 
Word of calling the Vice Admiral off from chaſing them, who © © for 
gain'd ſo much on the Enemy, as to make them from the Deck, „the 
with a Separation between the Spaniſb and French Squadrons. Not ing 
ſatisfied with the Signal, the / iuchelſea was ſent with Orders for © 1 
the Vice Admiral to come into the Fleet ; and if it was Weather 4 tior 
for her Boat to go on board of the Vice Admiral, ſurely it was | © tha 
ſuch as might have been employed in going after a fugitive diſa- bla 
bled Enemy, without injuring our Ships that were diſabled. The the 


Day before he ſays, © there was great Reaſon to believe, that if ? Spa 


4, there had been any Wind, the French would have left the Spa- | © ter, 
« zip crippled Ships, as moſt of them had ſuffered greatly.” | © Shi 
And now that there was Wind ſufficient to bring him up with the {WF © Pou 
Enemy to gain theſe Ships, or force a general Engagement, le had 
gives over Chace, paſſing over this important Particular, in his * pre: 
* 


Account, or giving any Reaſon for fuch extraordinary Conduct; WW 
at the ſame Time pretending that he us'd all his Endeavours to *aM 
rejoin the Enemy or procure Intelligence of them, when ke acted MW © kep 
quite the contrary, and lay by all Day and next Night with an ing 


Fatterly Wind. 
Every Conſideration ſeem'd to enforce our Fleet purſuing the 80 2 
* Fatt 


Enemy down the Streighis, eſpecially as it was reported, they ex- MW 

Qed Reinforcements from Breſt, and not one againſt it, even WE: 
if it could have been poſſible to have ftrain'd our diſabled Ships MW © follo 
Maſts, by going almoſt afore the Wind; ſo great an Advan- « Anf\ 
tage and ſuch ſure Omens of Victory were worth running ſome * fiſt 
Riſque ; and as the Enemy eſcaped by the Vice Admiral's being with 
call'd from the Chace, Mr. Mathews who gave the Order b WW 
alone anſwerable. TD | 


( 107 ) 

From theſe Diſaſters, the Fleet was obliged to go in- 
to the Harbour to refit, from whence the Ships did 
not put to Sea till the latter End of March; before 
which Time the Vice Admiral was ſuſpended and ſent 


home to the great Surpriſe and Aſtoniſhment of the 
Fleet (u). Rear Admiral Rowley, now commanding in 


- the 
67) Queries, Anſwers, and Replies had paſt between the two 


Admirals, and on the 16th of March, above five Weeks after the 
Fight, the Vice Admiral having ſent what is entitled, his Re- 


| 


joinder to Admiral Mathews, a Paper of ſome Length and Rea- 
ſoning, where among other Things, he ſays ; © I would not wil- 


| « lingly give Offence, or irritate Matters more; but when I am 
attack d in ſo violent a Manner, ſo injurious to my Honour, 


and my conſtant Practice all my Life long; you muſt give me 


1 
E © Spaniards engag'd, where there were eleven Ships in our Cen- 


N 


« Leave to wiſh from my Soul, that you had had a little more 
« Patience before you engaged; and ſince the ſole Dependance 
« was on my Diviſion, to have waited until the Line had been 


formed, and we had come up to cloſe with you, agreeable to 


the Meſſage, which your Lieutenant brought me in the Morn- 
„ ing.“ 


« | muſt be blind, Sir, if it could poſſibly eſcape my Obſerva- 


tion; neither indeed can any impartial Perſon help ſeeing it, 


« that while I and my Diviſion have been thus undeſervedly 


a blam'd, nothing by you like Cenſure, has been imputed to 


« the Center. It is notorious, that not above five Sail of the 


* = * 
Rn be £4 


ter, beſides the Berwick and King/ton, with two 50 Gun 
Ships, in all fifteen, that from the Beginning had it in their 
, 


« Power to reach the Spani/> Squadron, in what Manner you 


had been pleaſed to have directed. And ſurely without any 
great Degree of national Vanity, fifteen Sail of Exgliſb Ships of 
„ War, ſuch as thoſe were, and under your Direction, Sir, were 
A Match for only five Sail of Spaniſb Ships; at leaſt to have 


kept, or forced a- ſtern the fore mentioned Ships for our com- 
ing up, that could not poſſibiy fire a Gun to tear you to Pieces, 


« give over Chace, and haled down the Signals for the Line of 
“Battle, and for engaging the Enemy.“ 

“% This without any Conſideration immediately produced the 
* following Letter of Suſpenſion.” Sir, I have received your 


* © Anſwer to my Replications to your Anſwer to the Queries ] 
- ** firſt ſent you; I ſhould not at preſent, had I Time, trouble you 


with any Reply to them, but ſhall defer that till my Conduct ſhall 


„% be 


before the Time, that you made the Signal for the Fleet to 


_— — 1 * 

1 . _— Fx. = Tags : . of — 

r 3 
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A 5%, 2 8 — * 


on whom it is ſaid, the Command in the Mediterranean 


(6108) 
the ſecond Poſt, boiſted his Flag on board of the Neptune; 


Will 


ec be enquired into at a Court Martial. I ſhall therefore content Reaſ, 
% -myſelf at this Time with acquainting you, that I da not think We 
4 your Anſwers do by any means juſtify your Conduct in the late WY: 
« Action; and for fear that his Majeſty's Service ſhould ſuffer for 77 Ol 
* the future by your Miſconduct, I do therefore judge it 1s my WR can 
* indifpenſable Duty to order you home, where you will have WY Crim: 
Time to prepare yourſelf. for your own Defence, and likewiſe WW Ambi 
ce to make good the many Neglects of Duty you charge me with | 
$* having been guilty of. You are therefore hereby required and 
« directed forthwith, to repair on board his Majeſty's Ship the 3 zcater 
* Saliſbury, whoſe Commander will have my Orders to proceed 
« directly with you to England: And I do hereby ſuſpend you about 
46. from all further Authority in his Majeſty's Fleet, till his Ma. : 
«* jeſty's Pleaſure ſhall be known. I am, Sir, yours, c. E all 2 
Vice Admiral Leftock's Anſwer to the preceding Letter. Ears 
Sir, with Pleaſure I have received your Order of Suſpenſion, in Ai 
having taken down my Flag, and am, Sir, yours, Cc. 10 fe 
The Vice Admiral's Flag was ſtruck the ſame Night, and the WW 57 al 
next Morning many Boats came aboard of his Ship, inquiring , #* 


whether he was not dead, ſo little did it appear to the Fleet that We ſhip ; 
he had miſbehayed, or deſerved this ſevere Cenſure ; nay after. Hono 
wards, for want of a better Reaſon, a filly Rumour prevailed N Mali, 


(which ſoon deſtroyed itſe!f) of his having held a Correſpondence E 
with the Enemy, and ever ome Captains aſk'd Mr. Le/fock him. io En 
ſelf the Cauſe of his Suſpenſion. However, notwithſtanding this WS 
publick Cenſure, his Majeſty's Governor of Minorca ſeemed to if 
eſteem the Vice Admiral as an injured innocent Man, by faluting 
him with fifteen Guns, when he ſailed out of Mabon Harbour on 
board of the Sa/;/bury for England, and this is what he never 
would have done, had he imagin'd the Vice Admiral had ſacn. 
ficed the Honour and Intereſt of his Country. 
Admiral Mathews when he took the Command from Mr. Le. 
2 began it, with ſuperſeding all the Officers that Mr. Left 
ad made, even his own Secretary, and thoſe that had been ap 
inted before he came within the Juriſdiction of his Command. 
This is what he had no Power to do, no more than ſuperſede 
the Officers that Mr. Haddock had appointed, fince Mr. Left 
had the King's Authority to command the Fleet. Aſter a te- 
dious Bag. the Nation big with Expectation, not knowing (we 
ſuppoſe) What to write; the Vice Admiral is arraign'd and con- 
- demned, deprived of commanding in Chief the Fleet, and ſent 
home as a Delinquent, in an ignominious Manner, full in the 
Eyes of the Publick, to bear all the Blame and Odium of the WR 
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( 109 ) 
will devolue, as a conſummate Commander, of great 
2 bilitics and perfect Experience. | 


Paſion and Fury have often a greater Sway than 
T Reaſon and Juſtice. The Shame of being diſconcerted, is 
bat Men would willingly hide from themſelves, and bury 

in Oblivion. The Proſpect of a certain Diſgrace few Men 
Fan endure ; it often carries them into all manner of 

ES Crimes and eſe to efface their own Ignominy. Pride, 

= Ambition and Vanity, are ever dangerous and incapable of 

hearkening to Councils of Moderation; they are ſoon intox- 
icated with Greatneſs, and give free Reins to the Hatred 
they have always nouriſhed. There are Harpies enough 
about them eternally fomenting Diviſions, who catch at 
all Opportunities to raiſe new Diſturbances, and fill their 
| Ears with raſh random Words, let flip in Heat, and loft 
in Air. Thoſe, indeed, wha proſtitute their Conſcience 

10 feed their Inſolence, and ſupport their Tyranny, wil 

be always receiving Marks of their Favour and Friend+ 

ip; the Price of their Slavery and abjeft Minds, while 

Honour and Honeſty are oppreſſed and condemned thro* 

Malice and Weakneſs : Implacable Enemies, giving Vent 

i Envy, and endeavouring to blacken the Virtue, Know- 


[ ledge 


Failure of his Majeſty's Fleet, in whoſe Suſpenſion was involv'd 
the Miſconduct of every Perſon in it, as it has appear'd that no 
other has been accuſed by Admiral Mathews. Mr. Leftock con- 
cludes his Account in theſe Words, * My Honour, my Expe- 
* rience, and long Service, make an Enquiry moſt welcome to 
me, either here or in any other Place. It is what I have lon 
* ſolicited for, and as the Reſult of it will give publick Satii- 
faction, I eagerly and earneſtly attend to it, as the only means 
of having Juſtice done to myſelf, and to every other Object 
© of it:” And had this Gentleman's Adverſary labour'd and 
endeavour'd as much to obtain an Enquiry as he has done, we 
have Reaſon to think that the neceſſary Evidences would have 
been arrived to have perfected it before this Time, and enteirly 
confuted the many ſcandulous Reports ſpread to blemiſh his Re- 
© Putation, 
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f ( 116 ) 
ledge and Uprightneſs of Invention, which they hay 
neither Abilities, nor Goodneſs of Heart lo imitate. (w). 


| pariſh. Squadron, in the 
moſt infinite Diſtreſs, parted from the French the 
Day after we loſt Sight of them, but afterwards 

arrived ſafe in Carthagena Harbour; while the French 
had been looking for them at the Iſland of Majorca, 
and did not anchor in Alicant Road till the 27th of 


February, N. S. 


Nothing can exceed the Severity of this Misfor- 
tune and Diſappointment; a national Grievance and 
Calamity, what the richeſt and pooreſt Men muſt 
feel, all Degrees from the higheſt to the loweſt. Had 
we purſued them, it is now obvious and manifeſt to 
the whole World, that we ſhould have reap'd an 
Harveſt adequate to the immenſe Expence of watch. 
ing their Motions at their Harbour's Mouth above 
two Years; the whole Spaniſh Squadron muſt have 
been infallibly deſtroyed, or become ours, and no- 
thing could have ſaved the French but their Heels, 
Separate or together, this irrecoverable Overthrow 
to our Enemies muſt have enſued ; all their Deſigns 
muſt have been fruſtrated and defeated ; our Allies 
ſupported, the Spaniards taught to purſue their true 
Intereſt, while the Power of the inſolent Controller 
of Europe had been pull'd down, and he become 
flexible to our juft Demands ; the Harbingers of 

N | | Peace, 


In the mean time the 8 


(w 1 It has been ſaid that a private Pique and Animoſity have 
been the curſed Cauſe of the Miſcarriage, and that Courage and 
Conduct were not wanting. Probably indeed the Shame and Dil- 


grace of being diſconcerted, mingled with an old Grudge, and a 
violent Reſentment, might occaſion the Suſpenſion, —— But 
never, never reſtrain an Officer from Battle, where the Conteſt 
is the Honour and Intereſt of his Country ; ſurely there cannot 


be ſuch a Wretch in being ſo execrable and abandoned. 
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Bad: peace, Trade, and Plenty, with Glory to the Nation 
W). ¶ Ind its triumphant Fleet. (x). % 


2 Aſter the Enemy's Eſcape at ſo eaſy a Rate, when we had 
4 2 t a Strength, can Malice or N itſelf any longer cenſure 
De Conduct of Admiral Haddock, whoſe great Abilities were ever 
Lauated by a fervent Zeal, for the Preſervation and Honour of 
$;s Country? It was not ſufficient for him to have done well, but 
Sven to have put it out of the Power of the unthinking Populace 
o blame his Conduct and cenſure his Actions: Let us examine his 
Infortunate Situation, and look into his Line of Battle, fince ſuch 
Miracles were expected from him. It appears that after a vigilant 
Truize of above four Months off Cadiz, he was neceſſitated to put 
Into Gibralter, for Water and Proviſions, to put his ſick Men on 
Whore, and to refit again for the Sea; when the Spaniards took 
hat Opportunity with theſe very Ships, and fix more of ſixty and 
erenty Guns, in all eighteen Sail, to paſs thro* the Gut for Haly. 
He loſt not a Moment's time, but followed them, having only 
the Mar/borozgh of ninety Guns, the Somerſet and Lancaſter of 
Eighty, the Ipſwich of ſeventy. The Warwick, Dragon, Ply- 
2 and Pembroke of ſixty each, five Ships of fifty each, and two 


Gf forty, in all fifteen Sail, very indifferently mann'd. He got 
In ſight of the Enemy off Carthagena, and with this paltry Line 
vas that brave Man determined to attack the Enemy, when the 
French Fleet, conſiſting of thoſe very Ships, now join'd to the 
baniardi, appear'd alſo, which forced the Admiral to ſtand off; 
and it was happy for us that the French came in ſight ; for if we 
were to judge from the late Behaviour of the Span Officers, and 
the Strength of their Ships, that Admiral with his Squadron 
would have been certainly deſtroyed. After this Experience, 
muſt not they be mad Men who dare continue to blame this Gen- 
tleman's Conduct; for had he had a ſufficient Force to cope with 


the Enemy, no Admiral that ever lived would have given a bet- 


r Account of them. i 

| Extract of a Letter from a Spaniſh. Officer Diſtinction, to an 

| | Officer in the Engliſh Service. 

+ SIR, | 
18 1 ſend this according to your Defire, with that Sincerity 


Di. © which Officers of Honour mutually owe one to another. Al- 
nd a though I am not acquainted with Admiral Haddock, I muſt do 
But ; him the Juſtice to ſay, that he behaved himſelf on this Occaſion 
with the Conduct of a Miniſter, and the Bravery of a great 
Officer, becauſe the Party was very unequal, after having join'd 
the French: Whatever People ſhall ſay in Contradiction to this, 
bought to be look'd upon, as proceeding from entire Ignorance, 
1 or from a Deſign of impoſing upon you. 1 am, &c. 


(112) 


Let us ſum up all the dvantages that each Flee 
had over the other, and leave them to the Reade 
to form a Judgment, which Side had the Superio. 
rity in Strength, Wiſdom, and good Diſcipline. 


The Combined Fleets ſet out with ſummoning £ 
frequent Councils of War, to gather the judgmen 1 
of every experienced Officer of known Fidelity, «M4 freſt 
an Aid and Aſſiſtance to the Leader. A Man d fo « 
inferior Talents may hit the Nail on the Head ſooner ſhift 
than a ſuperior, or indeed the greateſt Genius; a Ord 


great Improvements may be made upon the mam pref 
different Hints and Propoſitions, which the Dive: in f 
ſity of Opinions ſtart in ſuch an Aſſembly, and cot: Batt 
tribute towards enlightening the Commander, aud unfo 
his taking the wiſeſt Reſolution: But we were 1 Mot 


Slaves to any ſuch Rules and Cuſtoms, which all fi, Eve! 
cient Men look upon as the chimerical Ideas of wet 
Minds, who are conſcious of their own want of Ca T 


city to execute great Deſigns. (y) Batt 
Mr. Leftock in his Rejoinder to Mr. Mathews, ſays, ng 
« I do not think it improper to fay that my Judgment, « mine 
4 Opinion was never ask'd. I have had a Proof from you, vr, of ot 
cc theſe two Years, that it was not worth a Summons, tho' I hal | 
«© the Honour to bear his Majeſty's Flag; yet I have alway, F 
«© even in the Day of Battle, been kept ignorant of your Deſign 
« more than many private Captains.“ Contrary to this, that Aﬀa 
conſummate Officer Admiral Rel, before the Battle of La Hegi, Inſol 
eall'd the Flag Officers on Board of him; eſteeming it of be in ey 
. 0 Importance to deliberate with them, and receive thei We Ar t. 
different Opinions (the. conſtant Practice of every good Con: WF 
mander) and not contented with the general Inſtructions for thei WW called 
Guide and Direction, he had Diſcipline ſo much at Heart, th were 
he gave a written Order to every Captain not to quit the Line of WW wiſe 


Battle, but rather to fink than leave his Station without Orden: beſto 
And alſo injoin'd the Admirals on the leaſt Appearance of a Cap : Chil 
tain's Miſbehaviour or ill Conduct in Service to appoint immed- © lle 
ately another in his room. Hence every Officer in Emul: We | 

tion of one another, exerted themſelves, knew their Duty, an! WF not be 
were thoroughly ſenſible what they had to truſt to, if they 1 0 


630 
They diſciplined their Officers, in forming Lines. 

Fleet of Battle, with the greateſt Exactneſs. We were alto- 
s vether unacquainted with theſe Exerciſes, unleſs it could 
erio- be ſuppoſed, that we could remember them, notwithſtands 
S ing the Omiſſion of two Years, fince the honourable Ads 

miral commanded in the Mediterranean, ; 


The next Day after they came out, they had a 
freſh weſterly Wind, the Weather-gage of us, yet 
ſo cautious were they, tho' the Wind might ſoon 
ſhift to their Diſadvantage, they, nevertheleſs; held 
Order and Diſcipline ſo much in Efteem, ſo much a 
preferable Advantage, that they ſpent all that Day 
in forming and getting into a proper Diſpoſition of 
Battle, rather than venture bearing down upon us, 
unformed and irregular. We obſerved this their 
Motion, and ſaw into their Deſign ; therefore, in the 
Evening, our Fleet very wiſely anchored in the Bay. 


They kept in conſtant Order and Readineſs for 
Battle, we notwithſtanding the Signal for the Line 

of Battle was flying, came out of the Bay of Heres 
in great Confuſion; and Providence, in the moſt. im- 
minent Danger, delivered us from falling on board 
of one another. * 


Fortune, who has a great Influence upon all human 
Affairs, and exerts her Power no where with ſo: much 
Inſolence, as in war-like Undertakings, croſſed them 
in every Event, and was extremely indulgent to us. 
At their coming out, one of their Ships was diſabled, 
called the Leopard, a Ship of ſixty Guns, and they 
{ were forced to leave her to be refitted. Far other- 
WW wiſe ſhe accumulated all her Favours, and wantonly 
beſtowed them on us; our Fleet became her darling 
Child; ſhe extricated us when our own Indiſcretion 
= 2 had 
an not behave as Officers of Prudence and Courage, and as they 
would anſwer the Contrary at their Peril. | 
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had like to have deſtroyed us, and by her peculiar 
Protection at the critical Moment, the Boyne and Chi- 
tefter, Royal Oak and Burford, not only ef the 
Enemy, but joined the Fleet, Above all, ſhe took 
the Wind from them and gave it us, continuing in 
this Bounty to the End: Fortunate Auſpices indeed 
an Overthrow to the Execution of the Enemy's Fire- 
ſhips, and their other Engines of Deſtruction. 


The Lines of Battle ſhew the Diſpoſition and 
Strength of both Fleets; we had the Superiority in 
Guns of the Line of Battle no leſs than 722, includ- 
ing the Ships of fifty Guns, and without reckoning 
them (tho' they had Ships of fifty Guns in their Line 
of Battle) 422: We had eleven three Deck Ships, 
whereas they had only one, the Real ſo weak, that 
ſhe could not bear more than 24 Pounders on her 
lower Neck. Indeed their Ships of ſeventy-four 
Guns carried on their lower Deck 36 Pounders, and 
on their upper 18. 


They had more Men in Proportion to the Force of 
their Ships, under good Diſcipline, without Noiſe, 
tho* not many of them accuſtomed to fail in large 
Ships, but in Settee's, Xebecks, or Barca Longo's. 
The Spaniards, contrary to the Character of that 
Nation, work'd their Ships like Seamen and Off- 
cers, entirely convincing us, who always had the 
moſt abject and contemptible Opinion of their Know- 


| ledge ; that their Judgment in conducting, and Re- 


ſolution and diſtinguiſhed Bravery in ſuſtaining an 
Attack, and defending themſelves could not be ex- 


Tho' we had not quite ſo many Men as the Ene- 
my, on board of the Ships of the Line of Battle, we 
had a ſufficient Number to fight and work our Ships; 
and as they did not ſtand ſo thick, conſequently 1 

oY : 
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jaar lefs incident to be cut off; greater Numbers can 
hi. only ſerve the Purpoſe of boarding. Our Men were 
the all m good Health and Spirits; if any Men in Being, 
ok love or take a Pleaſure in fighting, they are Engliſh 
in Seamet!, who are incapable of Fear, and defpiſe 
ed! Death; no Suffering or difficult Enterprizes, can diſ- 


ire- IT hearten them; in ſhort, they are indefatigable, and 
in Battle never yet failed to diſtinguiſh themſelves in 
overcoming Labours and Dangers. | 
_ 1 | 
in Beyond all Queſtion, the French Officers are good; 
ud - they take great Pains to raiſe them, and they are 
ing regularly bred, in Emulation of one another, giving 
ine daily Proofs of their Improvements ; and yet there 
lips, was ſomething very extravagant and fantaſtical in the 
that Invention of their Bridges, which they throw'd overs 
her board; finding them not only an Incumbrance, but 
four extremely dangerous in regard to the Splinters which 
and might proceed from them, in cutting and wounding 
both Men and Rigging, particularly the Shrowds, 
2 where they were plac'd. 
e of AE h 
Voiſe, We do not at all trouble our Heads in training up 


arge Sea Officers, tho? the chief maritime Power; it they 
| are Seamen, tis a meer Chance if they know an 
thing of military Diſcipline, or the Art of War; 
Off. while the French are taught that Art, and to behave 
to one another like Gentlemen, with Complaiſance 
and Politeneſs, and every Officer gives his Orders to 
Re- his inferior, with the modeſt Manners of Equality; 
g an we domineer over one another with the lofty and im- 
perious Air, which the Command of a Britiſb Ship of 
War naturally gives a Man: Thus our Spirits are 
broke, and reduced to that timid Submiſſion and ſer- 


Ene - vile Dependence, which cannot be expected but from 
, We N Men bred and educated in Obſcurity. They com- 


mand Gentlemen, we command Slaves, 


2 Their 
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Their Ships were all clean, moſt of ours were 
foul; Hepencing.on that Advantage, they made Sail 


to the Southward in great Order, endeavouring to 
gain the Wind; we kept bearing down upon them 
unformed, wide and extended, ſlighting the Enemy, 
rather than wait one Day longer, when we might 
have perfected our Line of Battle, and overcome 
them infallibly. They came out fitted to fight, and 
their Orders were ſuch, that they durſt not retum 

fore they had done it; and until the Day after the 
Engagement, their Conduct all along proved this to 
be their real Intention. | | 


Our Center attack'd their Rear, while the Van of 
our Fleet was left expoſed to nineteen Ships, and our 
Rear was a great Way off: Undoubtedly this was 
like aiming at a Victory in one Place, while there 
was a Certainty of a Defeat in another. After all, 
if it was poſſible for 15 Ships with a Fireſhip, to 
deſtroy five in four Hours, it was practicable for our 
Center to have done it: But it is certain that had the 
Ships been-ſtretched and cloſed into a Line of Battle, 
and all of them from the Van to the Rear, had had it 
in their Power to have taken up their Adverſaries 
ſucceſſively, their Duty could not have been miſta- 
ken: On the contrary, we ſeem'd to be in a perfect 
Maze, in a Conflict between obeying the Signal for 
the Line of Battle, which was kept abroad ( without 
the Signal to give Chace, or to come to a cloſer En- 
gagement) and going down nearer the Enemy. 


Notwithſtanding there was little Wind when the 
French doubled upon us, which was lucky, conſider- 
ing our confuſed Diſpoſition ; yet they preferred fav- 

ing the Spaniſb Squadron, the Rear of = Fleet, to 
the Deſtruction of our Van, which they could have 
eaſily executed. 


: It 
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It has been known that a Profeſſor. of the noble 
Ecience of Defence has been foil'd by a Man per- 
ty ignorant in that Art : The unaccountable wild” 
Hnexpected Manner in which he attack'd-or defended 
Himſelf, has been the ſole Cauſe of his Conqueſt, but 
Fheſe Inſtances rarely happen. 


We chaſed them next Day after, the Fight' with 
all the Precautions and Diſcipline neceſſary to bring 
ws Victory and Succeſs ; ſtrange Mutation! we at- 

ack'd Pell-mell when they were unhurt, and in good 
Order, contrary to this Rule; but now we had the 
Superiority of five Ships, and they ſhewed all the 
Appearance of Run-aways, we were more cautious. 


We brought to ſix Miles to windward of them, 
in a fine Moonlight Night, not at all fluſhed with 
theſe Advantages, as it Fireſhips could have been 


„ to forced upon us right in the Wind's Eye, or they in 
our [rhe panic of their Hearts, and difabled Condition, 
| the would have attempted that Night to have got the 
ttle, Wind of us. 74 „ 

ad it "EIS; | | | 

aries 1 They wiſely took the Advantage of our over- 
iſta- much Security, and by theſe very Meaſures they 


rfect over reached us in Keeping away all Night, We went 
| for aſter them at half an Hour paſt two in the Morning, 
hout with the Alarm ten Guns; though they made what 
En- haſte they could, yet they were in Sight at Day-light, 
but we gave over chaſing them in a few Hours. 
The Wind came eaſterly in an Hour or two after, 
| the and we continued to hug it, by which means we loſt 
der- à compleat Victory, and they ſaved themſelves from 
ſav- 2 ſhameful Defeat, to be able another Day to give 
, to u Battle. 5 | & 
ave 


he ſtrictly adhered to it'to his laſt Gaſp. Courage ws 
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"As it ts the gfeutin} Dalit of Prudence to dr gh 
£194 Lack ont of bad, and to be the Mother of Surciſ Wo ſupe 

iſcretion, on the contrary, turns even Good into Evil Ind his 
and is tbe Mother of Auer n. ade vir 


. | | Right - 
A particular Detail of the Loffes on both Sid i — d 
belongs to our Purpoſe ; but we cannot come to any ¶ ut a N 
Certainty of the Enemies, unleſs it be from Monſieu Piſcoui 
de Curt's Journal, which for the Satisfaction of th cds, w 
Public, we have printed in Enghſp. On our Par, Wo Part 
as there cannot be reckoned more Ships to have been Mimiabl: 
engaged than fix Sail, if we rank them according ty 
the Greatneſs of their Loſſes, they muſt be ment 
oned in the following Manner, the Marthoronph, Bar: 
Fleur, Norfolk, Princeſs Caroline, Namur and Berwick 


The Marlborough had 42 Men killed, and 125 
dunded, out of the laſt Number twenty of then 
died in three Days. Y | | 


© Captain Cornewall had both his Thighs fhot off 
and he had only Life to expreſs the Agony he was in, 
by ſhaking his Head at the Surgeon below. This 

tleman, who was the Idol of the Navy, and a grea 
Ornament to it, expired in a manner becoming 
Mari of Spirit. He had been directed by the Admi- 
ral, immediately before he had bore down, to attack 
the Real, in which he was determined either to con- 
quer or die; this was his inflexible: Refolution, and 


far from being his only Endowment, his Genius and 
Knowledge were equal to any Taſk that could be ſet WR 
him in his Profefſion ; few Perſons came up to him, 
and none furpaſs'd him. He took great Pains, pat- 
ticularly in acquiring the various Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment of Fleets in all Nations, out of which he 
made excellent Obſervations and * 1 

| tracting 
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afting the good Maxims, and made great Improve. 
ents. His Sentiments were delicate, and he had 
Jo ſuperficial Qualities. His Principles were ſolid, 
Evi Ind his Judgment penetrating into Men and Things; 
| d Virtue, Wiſdom, and Valour, gave him a natural 

Right to command. He never, with all theſe Ta- 

Sids I Ents, diſplayed them, or ſet them out to Shew with- 
0 ary {Que a Neceſſity, in Oſtentation and vain Glory; florid 
\fieur Diſcourſes, and the Knack of talking upon all Sub- 
i the ects, without going to the Bottom of any thing, were 
Par, Wo Parts of his Character; he was Maſter of all the 
been miable and focial Virtues, he excluded all ſuperfluous 
Formality ; his Condeſcenſion and Affability were 
pnſpicuous to every Body; State and Loftineſs he 
as unacquainted with ; his ſole Aim was to render 
Company and Converſation eaſy and agreeable ; and 
Shatever Company he went into, he never failed to 
vin their Hearts, and gain a perfect Aſcendant. Let 
them his amiable Gentleman had been very unpopular to 
ome People; but to ſhew the Depravity of their Na- 

ure, and want of Judgment, another Sea Captai 


t of, ho had neither his Abilities, hardly common Senſe, 
as in, ¶ put a Man of a blundering Underſtanding, won their 
[This WO 'pplauſe by Inſinuation, quacking, and trumpeting 
great p his own Praiſes, low Wiles, mean Artifice, be- 


ing a Moming an abje& Spirit; while Captain Cornewal! 
bon his Soul deteſted all ſuch falſe Policy, unworthy 
pf him and beneath the Rank of a Gentleman. 


, and WW Captain Godfrey of the Marines was killed, the 
e wa Hammocks, Rails, and Quick-work having been 
s and {knock'd clear away fore and aft, the Quarter-deck 
be fet N kleared three Times, only one Man remaining upon 
him, Wt; the few Marines that were left alive, and not 
par-: Founded, who, poor Fellows, had been ſame time 
} Go- {Without any manner of Shelter, loading their Fire- 


Jocks ypon their Bellies and firing, were ordered be- 
to the great Guns. The Maſter Mr. Robert Ca- 


eon 


RF > BY 
ton had both his ſhot off, and lived to get q 
Shore to the Hoſpital ; he was a good able Mate; 
an excellent ſtout Mariner, and a ſober bold Office: 


Lieutenant Frederick Cornewall, the firſt Lieut 
nant, before the Captain's Death, loſt his right Am 
in regard to which, his Merit and long Services, |; 
was preferred to the Command of the Marlboroyj 
for a few Days, and then reſigned. Upon the Cy. 
tain, his Relation, being brought down to the Cock 
it, with an uncommon Delicacy and Nobleneſ; o 
ul, bleeding very faſt, and in great. Danger of hi 
Life, he ordered the Surgeon immediately to lea 
him, and go to the Captain. Likewiſe a young G7. To 
tleman having ſeveral Times come down below | 
repreſent their infinite Diſtreſs, Ships pouring in up" 
them terrible Fires, without any Aſſiſtance to oppot T. 
them, every Friend far off, and more of the Enemy 


Ships coming up juſt at Hand, talking as if it ha T| 
been impoſſible for them to hold out any longe ] „our 
dauntleſs, under the Apprehenſion of the Ignomi 

of ſtriking the Colours, Lieutenant Cornewall in te mT; 
Agony he was in, would have gone upon Deck, ha ler 
he not been hindered, But indeed the Officer who ha 
commanded in Right of his Seniority, then in A 1. , 
on, was a very able Man; and at this Time it woull = 
be almoſt an Injuſtice not to mention him. Lieut WW C 
nant Newſeller, ſecond Lieutenant, fought the Ship Pies 
above two Hours, in which he gave Proofs of hs died. 
Courage and Conduct; the Marlborough having clea- Wt +: 
ed the Wreck away in a Moment after loſing he WM ton e 
Maſts, outlived the Real in firing a long Time; ad mira! 
to the very laſt made extraordinary good Fires, eſpe WM under 
cially from her middle and lower Decks, while ber ment 
Adverſaries lay quite filent. Afterwards this Gentl- ¶ not tr 


man continued to be indefatigable, having taken ur- tis 3 
wearied Pains becoming a prudent and good Officer i 


to put every thing to Rights, and great Order * 
| the 
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in th: 
0 had Her Maſts were likewiſe wounded ; but in two or 
three Days, they were made as ſecure as ever, and 


the Admiral hoiſted his Flag on board of her again. 


would 


r who 
1 Act. 


ieute 


r Clear 


3 and 


3 eſpe 


ile her 
3entle- 
en un- 
Officer 
among 

the 


higheſt Eſtimation. 

ſtantly in the Execution of his Duty, and preventing 
any Diſorder, never undreſs'd, but kept the Deck un- 

BS til the Marlborough got ſafe into Mahon Harbour. 
we have been told that the Marlborovgh's Condition 
vas looked upon to be fo bad next Morning after the 
Action, that Orders were once given to ſink her; 
but luckily enough they were contradicted; and a fine 
Ship was ſaved to his Majeſty. 


. ＋ a time in a fair Way of doing well, but afterwards 
0! died of a Fever at the Hoſpital. 
0 ordinary good Seaman, indefatigable in the Execu— 
8 don of his Duty, an excellent Captain under an Ad- 


miral in the Diſpatch of the Buſineſs of a great Fleet, 


( 15 ) 


the wounded on the Platform; which ſhewed a ten- 


der Regard, a generous Feeling and Humanity to his 


fellow Creatures, whoſe Recovery he held in the 
He was upon the Wing con- 


The Barfleur had 24 Men killed, and about 20 


wounded ; her Maſts were wounded. 


The Norfolk had ꝙ Men killed and I 3 wounded. 
The Princeſs Caroline had 8 Men killed; and 20 


| wounded : Her Maſts were very much wounded. 


The Namur had 8 Men killed, and 12 wounded ! 


Captain Jobn Ruſſel loſt his Left Arm, lived ſome 


He was an extra- 


& underſtanding perfectly well that Part of its Govern- 
ment which fell under his Adminiſtration. 


He did 


not trouble his Head much about a fine Addreſs, ſa- 
| tisfied with the Uprightneſs of his own Intentions, he 


| went on directly to what he thought was neceſſary 


for 
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(122 ) 
for the Good and Expedition of the Service, without 
making the leaſt Uſe of any Art or Inſinuation ; and 
his Heart was ſo immediately fixed upon this, that 
he was the leſs able to bear with the Neglects and 
Faults of others. | 


According to the Captain of the Poder's Account, 
the firſt Broad-ſide which the Berwick gave him killed 
27 Men, and diſmounted 7 of the lower Deck Guns; 
but on the French Fleet doubling upon our Van, the 
Berwick- was glad to make fail, leaving on board of 
the Poder her fourth Lieutenant, and 23 Men, who, 
in that Situation, became Priſoners. 


It was obſerved, that the Enemy aimed their Skot 
at our Maſts; no doubt, diſmaſting is a materia 
Point; but what helped to this was, their being to 
Leeward of us, with a conſiderable Swell, which 
might poſſibly throw the Shot ſo high, without be. 


ing always deſigned. 


To conclude, the Fleet received more Damage in 
the bad Weather, than from the Enemy ; ſome Part 
of it occaſioned from wearing twice in two Hours in 
a very dark, violent, ftormy Night, and miſtaking 
the Signals made ſo ſoon one after another. 


As it is ſome Part of our Relation, we muſt not 
forget mentioning the three Men of War that were 
purchaſed. To ſpeak the Truth, ſhould theſe Vel- 
{els ſurvive coming home, they will be no great Proof 
either of the Integrity of thoſe who valued them, or 
the good Judgment of thoſe who purchaſed them; 
the Reputation of the Exgliſb Builder will be height- 
ened perhaps at the Expence of ſome Men who take 
all Opportunities to run it down. 
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The Heſter Row- boat was the firſt, ſhe is almoſt 
as big as my Lord Mayor's Barge without her Beau- 
ty, and a charming Veſſe] to be occupied in a 
Pond: Though a. Captain, who thinks himſelf an 
extraordinary good Judge, alledged, that in her he 


l would take a Ship of 20 Guns, yet that Recommen- 
dation did not allure the Admiral's Lieutenant next 
to Promotion at the Time She was added to cur 
Strength; he had an Averſion to drowning, and he 


trembled for fear he ſhould be appointed Captain of 


* 


ther, but there is an abſolute Neceſſity for her being 


her, which was the Reaſon, as we have heard, that 


| there was not one made to her. 


The ſecond is an Xebeck taken by the Dragon, a 
| great deal ſmaller than the Garland's Prize; a Cap- 


© tain and a Lieutenant were commiſſioned for her: 


She can creep along a Shore in pleaſant ſerene Wea- 
laid up in the Winter. 
| The third is a Barco Longo, a wonder-working Vef- 


ſel before ſhe was bought, but ſoon afterwards all her 
| Perfections vaniſhed. She ſails like a Hay- ſtack either 


in moderate or blowing Weather, and is heartily 


curſed by thoſe to whom ſhe is joined to cruize ; 
however, ſhe has got a Captain and a Lieutenant with 

60 Men for her Compliment, and 20 Extra's born as 
 Supernumeraries. 


Notwithſtanding the Ships had 


many Men leſs than their Complement, yet every 


one of them in Proportion contributed their Mite to 


lo promiſing an Equipment; and though there is no 


& Precedent for recruiting his Majeſty's Ships abroad 


from home, ſo excellent was our Qeconomy, that the 


A 
. 


o 


Men were contrived to be ſpared. 


But, ſuch Men of War, who are ſcarce fit for any 


Purpoſe, are meer Burleſques, and a Diſgrace to the 


R 2 Service, 


( 124 ) | 
Service, in which the Honour and Reputation of 
Britain is ſomewhat indangered, ſince every feeble, 
diminutive Veſſel is a Match for them. 


From 1741, when the combined Fleets of France 
and Spain convoyed the Spaniſh Troops into Italy to 
march, 1744, there has nothing happened in the Pro- 
ceedings of our Fleet, or that of the Enemy's, but 
what has been related, unleſs it be the great Quantity 
of Ammunition that was idly thrown away on the 
Coaſt of Catalonia and Valentia; which we have the 
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* Delicacy to omit dwelling upon the Particulars, to 
1 {ave the Commodore the Confuſion of a Bluſh. 
. | 
1 as 3 4 
. — 

4 M. de Court's Journal from Feb. 10. to the 27tb, 

ditto, N. S. 

The 19th, 


HE French and Spaniſh Squadrons being in Jou. 
be lon Road, got under Sail, fine Weather, mo- 
18 derate Gales, Wind at N. W. At 7 in the Evening 


. all the Ships were under Sail, but the Admiral fearing 
5 their running aboard of one another, anchored with 
5 the Flect under Saint Margaret's at 10 in the Even- 
q log. 

oY 

9 The 20th. 


In the Morning ſaw the Leopard with the Rails of 
her Head, and gammoning of her Bowſprit gone, &. 
Her Soldiers were taken out and diſtributed amongſt 
the other Ships; and ſhe went in again to the Hat 
bour ta refit ; the Reſt of the Fleet got under Sail, 
Wind at Weſt, ſmall Breezes: Employed all Day 
m forming a Line of Battle upon a Wind, wing 

the 
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of ne Spaniards being able to get into it, either becauſe 
ble, their Ships went badly, or were badly managed. 


The 21ſt. | 
At Sun riſing diſcovered the Exgliſb Fleet under 
Sail, with the Wind off Shore about N. E. ſtanding 
gut of Hieres's Bay to the Number of 38 Sail. The 
Admiral made the Signal for the Line of Battle upon 
a Wind which was badly put in Execution; little 
Wind at N. N. W. with a great weſtern Swell, ſteer- 
ed to meet the Engliſh, who were ſtanding towards us, 
with little Wind at E. N. E. the Winds variable 
from North-North-Weſt to Eaſt-North-Eaſt, but at 
lat the Eaſterly Wind prevailed, unhappily for us. 


— 


ln the Evening the Engliſb kept in Shore about the 
Diſtance of two Leagues off. | 


| 
th, 
| At eight in the Morning brought to under our 
> Topſails with our Heads off. 
1 Tov. | | The 22d ditto. 
A; The Wind variable from the North-Eaſt to the 
3 Faſt- North-Eaſt, Cape Siccie bearing N. E. by N. Di- 
aring ſtance about 8 Leagues, the French and Spaniſh Squa- 


wich > 0rons being about 2 or 3 Leagues to Leeward and a- 
Even. ſtern of the Enghſh. Monſ. de Court made the Signal 

for the Line of Battle upon a Wind, the Spaniards 
compoſing the Rear, upon the Account of the near- 
; neſs of the Enghſp, who were bearing down, their 
= Rear being very much extended, ſo that from the 
ails of headmoſt Ship of their Van to the ſternmoſt of their 
e, Gr. Rear the Diſtance was at leaſt three Leagues ; our 
zonglt WW Fleet was alſo too much extended, and might take 


Har- up about two Leagues. We obſerved that the Eng- 
r Sail, 84% had about 30 Ships of the Line, whereof three 
| Day from 84 to 9o Guns were in the Center of the Rear, 
ithout ihree of 90, and two of 70 in the Center, and three 


che from 
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from 84 to 90 in the Center of the Van, the uf 
from 60 to 50. 


At 1 in the Afternoon, the Fleets being in thi 
Diſpoſition, the Engliſß Rear a great way off, the 
Engliſh Admiral a-breaſt of the Royal rs, Com 
mandant of the Spaniards, * Vice Admiral Leſtock x 
breaſt of the terrible Mon/. de Court, at the diſtance gf 
à large Gun-ſhot of 36 Pounds. Mr. Mathews the 
Engliſh Admiral, bore down ſhort with the main 
Body of the Battle, within a ſmall Gun-ſhot of the 
Royal Philip, and begun the Engagement very briſkly, 
In ſpite of all the Superiority of the Enghfb Ship, 
Don Navarro bravely bore the Fire for above thre: 
Hours, which was ſo terrible, that nothing was cen 
but Fire and Smoke. The Van of the Eugliſb Fleet 
did not begin to Fire, till Mon. de Sorgues fired a 36 
Pounder at * Vice Admiral Leſtock, which reached 
him; then the Terrible Serieux, St: Eſprit, Solide and 
Diamant fired, but the latter left off the 18 Pounder, 
not being able to reach the Engliſh, who kept their 
Wind in ſuch a manner, that the three headmoſt 
Ships of their Van, never durſt come within Gun- 
ſhot; for this Reaſon all the other French Ships had 
it not ſo much as in their Power to engage. At three 
the Admiral made the Signal for the Van to tack, to 
come to the Aſſiſtance of the Spaniards, and cut off 
Monſ. Mathews, who by his bearing down, had ex- 
poſed himſelf to be placed between two Fires: Un- 
fortunately for us the Signal was not immediately 

erceived,, and was not put in Execution till very 
ate; we were even obliged to make the French 
tack alltogether, to diſengage Don Navarro and the 
Spaniards, which made Mr. Mathews continue to have 
the Wind of us, and the Engagement to ceaſe with 
the Day; for the Night had as great a Share of that 
as the Approach of the French. Our Fleet being got 
tage 

* Rear Admiral Rowley, 
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together, lay to under our Topſails all Night: In 
this Engagement the Spaniards bore the Fire of the 
main Body and Rear of the Engliſh Flert. The Royal 
Pbilip having with great Reſolution and diſtinguiſhed 
Bravery, made Mr. Mathews and his two Seconds 
abandon the Fight, cauſed a Fireſhip that was ſent 
Lagainſt him to blow up, out of which four Men only 


were faved ; and ſhot away a go Gun Ship's main and 
mizen Maſts : Don Navarro had two ſlight Wounds, 
Mr. de Girandin, Captain of the Colours, was mortally 


E wounded, and 500 Men killed and wounded. The 


Spaniſb Ship the“ Powerful of 60 Guns, Don Quient 


Captain for two Hours, bore the Fire of five Ships of 


60 Guns within Muſket Shot; loſt her main Maſt, 
and fore and mizen Topmaſts, and remained between 


both Fleets : The Euglißb ſent to take out the Cap- 


Stain and the Boatſwain, and left an Officer and 20 
Men on board of her, whom they durſt not ſend to 
fetch away again, ſeeing the French rejoin this Ship. 


H e 23d. 
At Sun riſing the Wind at North Weſt light 


Breezes, ſaw the Engl; Fleet about 4 Leagues to 


| Windward, and made Cape Sicie N. N. E. about 13 
Leagues. The Hercules, a Spaniſh Ship, being within 
un- not of the Eugliſo, engaged about an Hour, 


made up to her Aſſiſtance, and ſhe rejoin'd us, but 
not without ſome Damage. The Engliſh Fleet bear- 


ing down upon ours, tack'd upon the Powerful to 
take Poſſeſſion of her, and at Noon brought to, un- 


der our Topſails, Wind at N. E. light Breezes: The 
Admiral ordered the Diamant to take out as many of 


the Powerful's Crew as ſhe could, ſeveral other Ships 


| allo ſent their Boats; at 1 o' Clock no body being 
left on board, the Admiral's Officers ſet her on Fire, 
and the Diamant made Sail to put the Spaniards on 
board of Don Navarro. At 2 o' Clock the Fleet 


| bore 
In Span; called the EI Peder. 
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ditto ſaw the Powerful blow up. 
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bore away before the Wind in the Line of Battle; i; 
the Evening the Exgliſb Fleet haled their Wind, at , 


The 24th. | 

At Day-break the Winds variable from North- 
North-Weſt to North-North-Eaſt, freſh Gales and! 
great Sea, the Fleet was obliged to bear away ſteer. 
ing Weſt-South-Weſt, ſaw nothing of the Enghſh; i 
Spaniſh Ship having her Topmaſts carried away, an 
ſeveral others damaged, ſteer'd South-Weſt with a WW 
eaſy Sail, becauſe the Royal Philip being towed by th: 
22 was afraid of ſtraining too much the Ship « 

aſts. 


At 4 in the Afternoon made Cape Creux, diſtance 
about five Leagues brought to, Wind at Eaſt-North- 
Eaft ſtrong Gales, all the Spaniards being damaged. 
continued their Rout to look for a Place of Shelter 
where they might refit. 


The 25th. 
At Day-break no Spaniſh Ship in Sight, Wind at 
N. E. freſh Gales, ſteered to reach the Coaſt of Span 


to ſee for the Spaniards : Run under an eaſy Sail al 
Night. 


| The 26th. 
At Sun riſing ſaw the Iſland of Majorca, Wind 
from South-Eaſt, to Eaſt-South-Eaſt, freſh Gales; 


continued our Courſe at South-Weſt, under an ealy 
Sail all Night. 


The 27th. | 

At Sun riſing made the Iſland of Belgran Eaſt Di 
ſtance ſix Leagues, crowded Sail, the Wind at North, 
a fine Gale, ſteering Weſt and by South along tie 
Coaſt; at five in the Evening anchored in the Alzav 
Road, | 
* N. B. 


aged, 
helte 


nd at 
Span 
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Wind 
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n ealy 
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Additional Signals made rh 
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N. B. The aboveis a true Copy which came from 


Marſeilles, procured there, from the Secretary 1d the 


Marzuis de Mirepoix, Commandant of Provence, to 
SY hy Ps Was addreſſed, by Monſ. de Court 
from Alicant. 
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10nal of by our Fleet in the 
Weſt-Indies, under the Command of Admiral 
Vernon. 


B V DAY. 


HEN l make the Signal for the Line of Bat- 

a tle in the Morning, if I would have every 
Ship to Keep half a Mile Diſtance from each other 
or our better extending ourſelves to ſee all that paſſ- 


es I will hoiſt a Yellow Flag at the mizen Peek un- 
der the Signal for the Line of Battle. 


4 When I ſhall hoiſt a White Flag at the Fore- 


Htopmaſt-hedd with a Gun, I would have all Ships 
come in near me, for our not laſing Company in the 
Night, 

q 

And when any one finds himſelf to Leeward of 
me, he is to make ſail and ply ro Windward, for 
getting nearer to me, which T ſhall make his Signal 
to do, if J obſerve he neglects to do it. 

I When you make the Signal for ſeeing a Sail, if 
it be to the N. W. at the ſame Time hoiſt a Jack 
lat your Foretop-gallant-maſt-head ; If it be to the S. 
W. the fame your Mizen Topmaſt-head ; if to the 
N. E. a Pendant at the Foretop-gallant-maſt-head ; 
and if to the S. E. the ſame at your Mizen Top- 
| malt-head. ON TE | 

3 S BY 
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BY NIGHT. 


Whereas the Night Signals in the general lu. 
ſtruction Book for lying by, or making Sail after 
lying by, are signals generally conceived for bat 
Weather; and ſo, for being better diſtinguiſhed, ar 
directed to be made with a great Number of Gun 
which, in moderate Weather, and our preſent cruiz 
ing Station, might be inconvenient: You are there 
fore hereby required and directed to obſerve, that when 
ſailing upon a Wind, I would have the Squadrn 
brace to lie by, I will hoiſt two Lights under nj 
Light in the Maintop, and fire one Gun, when ti 
ſternmoſt Ships are to begin to brace to firſt ; al 
when I would have the Squadron to make Sail, aft 
lying by, I will fire two Guns without Alterati 
of Lights, when the headmoſt are to fill firſt, and 
go with an eaſy Sail till I get a-head of them, that 
they may the better judge what Sail to keep m 
Company with. 


In Caſe of ſeeing Ships in the Night. 


Chace to, The Signal for ſceing a ſtrange Ship in the N. E 
te N E. Quarter ſhall be by hoiſting one 2 where yol 
think 1 can beſt diſcern it. 
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N. W. ** Two Lights one under the other. 
+8.E. + Three Lights one under-the other. 
44S W. Ty Four Lights ane under the other. 


And you are to keep the Signal out till I anſwer 
by ſhewing another Light, or if 1 ſhould not ar 
ſwer it ſoon, you are to fire a Gun for my taking 
Notice of it. And if there be more Ships than oft, 
when I have anſwered your Signal, you are to mak! 

as many falſe Fires as you ſee ſtrange Ships. | 


And 
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And if I would have you chace * that Way, I “to chace: 
ill fire a Gun after I have anſwered your Signal 
ith the Lights; and upon your giving Chace to- 
Pards the ſtrange Ship or Ships you are to carry a 
Light in your Stern Lanthorn, and keep it out till 
ou come up with the Chace; or if I ſhould make 
Four Signal for leaving off Chace, “ which ſhall be“ leave 
by firing two Guns, without Alteration of Lights. off chace. 


f In Caſe of Engaging. an Enemy in the Night. | 


I Shall be for each Ship carrying two Lights of an+ know 
qual Height hoiſted up at the Mizen Peek, and each other 
o more Lights of an equal Height at the Bow- 

Wprit End. | | PIES 1 ; 


8 77 Shall be by my ſhewing two Lights of an ++ Line 
Equal Height over my Light in the Main-top, and of Battle 
Fring a Gun, and carrying the diſtinguiſhing Lights in Night. 
hen each Ship is to carry her diſtinguiſhing Light, 

nd get into her reſpective Statio. 


= Whereas the Night- ſignal, in the general Inſtruc- 
Fons, is by hailing, which, in many Caſes, might 
prove inconvenient, the Signal for knowing each 
ther in the Night, ſhall be for the weathermoſt 
Pbip to hoiſt the diſtinguiſhing Lights, where they | 
tan beſt be ſeen, $ which are two Lights of equal Loſing 

Height, and the Leewardmoſt in like Manner, to Company 
new three Lights of equal Height, where they can and meet- 
welt be ſeen. | dv e 


1 An additional Inſtruction to be added to the fgbe- 
— ing Inſtructions. e 
| make | 


In caſe of meeting any Squadron of the Enemy's 
Ships, whoſe Number may be leſs than thoſe of the 
a S 2 Squadron 
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Squadron of his Majeſty's Ships under my Com. 
mand, and that I would. have any of the ſmall 
Ships quit the Line, I will, in ſuch, Caſe, make the 
Signal, for ſpeaking, with the Captain of that. Ship! 
would haye quit the Line; and, at the ſame, Tim, 
I will, put a. Flag ſtriped yellow and white, at the 
Flagrſtaff at the Maintopmaſt- head; upon which the 
ſaid Ship or Ships are to quit the Line, and the nen 
Ships are to cloſe the Line, for having our Ships d 
the N Force to form a Line juſt equal to the 
Enemy;s:. And as upom the Squadrans engaging, it 
is not 4 bs erpeckel. mat the hip wichen out 


of. the Line can ſee or diſtinguiſh. Signals at ſuch 
Juncture; it is therefore ſtrictly enjoined. and m. 


quired of ſuch Captain or Captains, who ſhall have thei 
Signal or Signals made to withdraw out of the Line; u 
demean themſelves as a Corp de Reſerve to the main 
Squadron, and to place themſelves. in the beſt Situ 
tion for giving Relief to any Ship. of, the. Squadra 


that may be diſabled, or hardeſt preſſed; by the 
Enemy, having in the. firſt Place - to the 
Ship I ſhall have my Flag on board, as, where. the 
Honour of his Majeſty's Flag is principally concem. 
ed; and as it is marally impoſſible to fix any. general 
Rule to Occurrences that muſt be regulated from the 
Weather, and the Enemy's Diſpoſition, this, is left to 
the reſpective Captain's Judgment that. ſhall be or 
dered out of the Line to govern. himſelf by, as be 
comes an Officer of Prudence; and as. he will anſwer 
the contrary at his Peril, 


 MEMORAND UM. 

That whereas all Signals for the reſpective Cap: 
tains of the Squadron, are at ſome one of the Mal 
heads; and as when we are in a Line of Battle, of 
in other Situations, that it may be difficult for tht 
Ships to diſtinguiſh their Signal; in ſuch Caſe yo 
are to take Notice, that your Signal will be made, 
by. fixing the Pendant higher pa >) 
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| judge it proper to come to a cloſer Engagementi with 


Main-top:maſt 


Ade Admiral wilcat es | 
& Sigoa),. hoiſt che yellow Flag at the Foretopmaſt- 
= head for filling and making Sail to Windward.  _. 
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Shrouds, ſo as it may be moſt conſpicuous to be 
ſeen by the reſpective Ship it is made for. 


If at any Time, after our being en d with, 
Squadron of the Enemy's Ships, the drnital" Halt 


W the Enemy, than at the Diſtance we. firſt) to 
engage, the Agmiral will hoiſt a, Union Flag at the 


aft; head, and fire a Gun on the oppoſite 
Side to which he is e With the Ex r When 


every Ship is to obey the Signal, taking the Diſtan- 
ces from the Centery and if the Admiral wouldihaya 
any particular: Ship do, ſo, he will make the ſame 
Signal, with the Signal for the Captain of that Ship. 


And in caſe, of being to Leeward of the Enem 
he ſame time he makes rh 


And during the Time of Engagement, every Ship 


is to a peint A,PFORAT: Perſon to keep an Eye upon 
the | : 


miral, and to obſerve Signals 0 

For preventing all Hazards fram'our running thro? 
each other in the Night, a Praftice contrary to the 
eſtabliſhed Rules in your general Inſtructions, you 


are hereby requited and deze; to give whijten | 


Orders to all your Lieutenants for governing them- 
ſelves by the Rules preſcrib'd in them upon all Si £ 
nals made by me for tacking and wareing in (8 
Night, that they may not plead Ignorance of them; 
and particularly to take care that all the Ships in my 
Wake, tack as ſoon as conveniently. they. can, after 
the Signal is made, that I may have room to do ſo; 
85 under my Hand, on Board his Majeſty's Ship 
the | 
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A Memorandum Daſh for what Sigua — ch 


1 ———_y 


To ſet the ſame Sail the Admiral does 


For the re 2 Ships whoſe Ak is made with ; it, 
to quit t 


For coming to a cloſer Engagement with the Enemy 
For the Ships in the Van to fill and ſtand on 
To engage the Enewy 


For the Van of the Fleet to nach firſt 


To brace firſt 
For the Rear of the Fleet J 8 
When OW: lange to n to F Starboard 4 
on the | Larboard 7 


a-head of one another 

To dra into a Lineof Bartl a-breaſt of each othe: 
To draw into a Line of Battle, Starboard 
- a-ſtern of each other when ſail- | 
ing with a large Wind, and the 5 tacks 
Admiral would have thoſe to 
lead who are to lead with the Q Larboard 

N. B. The Gun to be fixed with the Signal will 

ways be fired on the oppoſite ſide, to which the Ad- 
Sx ls engaged with the Enemy 


For any beiden Fireſhip to board and fire any oi 
the Enemies Ships | 


ek 
ther 
ther 


cks 


will 


Ad- 


o. 


be uſed in Caſe of coming to Action with the Enemy. 
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n union Flag 
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 Foretopmaſt Head, | Mizentopmaſt own) Mizen Peek. 
— — — — 
ö 
A yellow Flag 
A red Flag | 
An union Flag | 
or Jack | | 
| A yellow Flag 
An union Flag 
or Jack. 
A red Flag 
A blue Flag | 
| An unionFlag 
An unionFlag 
with a Pen- 
| | dant under it 
| A red and 
white Flag. 
A Genoeſe 
| Flag. 
A Flag ſtriped 
yellow and 
white hoiſted 
with that fire. 
ſhip Signal 
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2. The Hiſtory of the Mediterranean Fleet fm 1741, to 
1744 ; with Cuts, &c. viz. Original Lettets and Papers between 
Adm ———] Mus and Vice Adm L 4, with ſeveral 
Letters from private Hands, exhibiti many Patticulars hitherto 
unknown, of the Tranſactions in the em; With Re. 
marks on, and Anſwers to the Narrative of the Fleet from 1741 
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3. Vice Adm——1 Loft s Account of the late Engage- 
ment near Toulon, between his Majeſty's Fleet, and the Fleets 
f France and Spain; as preſented by him the r2th of March, 
"| $7445. Alſo Letters to and from Adm——l L-ſt—k, rela 
"pg: thereto, ſince his Arrival in England. 


| ail; Admiral Mathews's Charge againſt Vice Admiral Leſtock, 
efted and confuted, by a King's Letterman. 


NI. B. The Impartial Journal and the Particular Account, and 
Admiral Mathews's Account, publiſh'd by Authority, are in- 


eluded in their proper FROM, in this third Edition of the Nar- 
rative, 


N A Fan Mount, repreſenting the Britiſh Fleet at Anchor, 
and all their proper Fugs, de 5 


6. Millan's Eabliſhment of the Army and dy, &c. fot 
1745: 


and the combined Fleets of France and Spain; on the v1th, k 2th, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


N March an Account was publiſhed by 

Authority of the late Engagement near 

Toulon, between, His Majeſty's Squadron 
and the Combined Fleets of France and 
Spain, which was thought to be obſcure and 
unintelligible : a Reflection, which the Gen- 
tleman that diſpatch'd the Courier may not 
have juſtly deſerv'd, ſince it is evident, we 
had only the Subſtance of his Account; and 
nothing 1s more likely, than that it was man- 
gled and made imperfect by another Hand, 
before it was ſent to the Preſs for the Infor- 
mation of the Public. Many other Ac- 
counts contain'd in Letters from Sca-Officers, 
&c. to their Friends, were induſtriouſiy pub- 
liſhed, and ſpread abroad; but as they were 
contradictory and inconſiſtent with each o- 
ther, there could be no dependcnce on them. 


THEN a ſmall Pamphlet made its ap- 
pearance, intitled, An Im partial Journal of 
what paſſed between A IM WIS 
and the Combined Fleets of France and Spain. 
But in the ſame Month, its Name was 
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(iv) 
changed to, A particular Account of the late 
Action in the Mediterranean. By a Marine 
Officer, (very expert in Naval Affairs,) un- 
der pretence that the firſt Edition, for fear of 
giving offence, had been curtail'd by the 
Bookſeller. But the Author's Friend hal 
printed it Word for Word, marking the for. 
mer Omiſſions; which Relation gave no 
quarter to many Officers, who, ever before, 
were generally eſteemed, and had given 
Proofs of their Conduct and Reſolution, In 
theſe inaccurate fictitious Accounts the Au- 
thor's private Purpoſe in ſome meaſure was 
ſerv'd, at the ſame time that the Profit of the 
Bookſeller or Publiſher was contrived ; which 


however could not be of any Duration. 80 


many bitter and rude Reflections interwoven 
in an Hiſtorical Account, to ſay the beſt of 
them, are unmannerly Digreſſions; and tho 
they may divert or ſubſiſt a momentary Time, 
yet they never fail of ſubſiding, and at laſt 
become to every ſenſible and reaſonable Man 
a ſure Indication of the Author's Prepoſſeſſion 
and Prejudice, Encouraged beyond the uſual 
Run of ſuch partial Accounts, or becoming 
abſolutely deſperate that theſe Accounts had 
not all their deſired Effect, perhaps our Ma- 
rine Officer was induced to throw off the 
Maſk, and take up his own Character, _ 
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the Sea- Officer; in which he publiſhes a Nar- 
tative of the Proceedings of His Majeſty's 
Fleet in the Mediterranean, and the com- 
bined Fleets of France and Spain from 1741 


to 1744, Ge. 


T O pave its way, to ſecure Succeſs and 


| Credulity, it was introduced with an uncom- 
mon Dedication to the Noble Lord who pre- 


ſſddes at the Admiralty Board; affirming, he 
will diſcover himſelf to be chaſtiſed, if ever 


any of the Tranſactions which he has there 


repreſented, are proved to be falſe; and as a 


Stratagem to conceal himſelf, he pretends to 


be abroad in the Fleet, ſo that upon ſuch an 
' occaſion he muſt be ſent for home from the 


Mediterranean. 


THIS Author, who profeſſes great Im- 


partiality, aſſerts he advances nothing where 


Evidence and Conviction are wanting; and 
writes purely for the ſake of Truth, and the 
Satisfaction of the Public. He vindicates 


A | L——=c, and openly throws 
the Blame and the Miſcarriage on the Con- 
duct of Mr. N —75, The ſeveral Im- 


putations and acrimonious Invectives in the 
Particular Account, are in the Narrative 
at large improved upon, without any Cere- 
mony 


Fe 2 


„ r 
— I — 5 — 7 . 
— 


— £ * 
. — 
= _ 


— 


—— . 
— 


4 N — ——ͤ— = 
r a os + Coat 0 oor RT 
— os 74> . t _ 2 8 


* 


2 A "=. — 
— ” At * -_— — : = — 


-/ — — — 
. ä —— - 
nn — — - 
— EX — _-_— — 


n 


DO * -L 
—— — dt 
— — — 


” * 


ww d 
? 2 8 A 
——— - 
* 
9 . 
& - 


— 
n 
2% 2 


no Wr 8 
2 
3 — 2 
* , * — — — 


(vi) 
mony they are directly aimed and pointed. 
He gives a Character of Ad —1 L——c 
in Words, which expreſs the Abilities of the 
greateſt General, or Admiral, that ever lived. 
Not that it is our purpoſe to diminiſh the 
eminent Services, Judgment and Knowledge 
of that Admiral; but when we read that 
Character, and compare it to that which is 
expreſs'd in Ealichs, Page 8 1, 82, of the Nar- 
rative; we are fill'd with Indignation, and 
can have no opinion of the Impartiality and 
honeſt Intention of the Author, who depreſſes 
the Character of any Man at the Expence of 
his own ; eſpecially that of an Admiral, who 
is ſo well known, to want neither Skill, Cou- 
rage, nor Integrity. 


SINCE the Account by Authority has 
been condemn'd as obſcure, and all the other 
Accounts have been thought to be partial and 
malicious; ſince we agree with the Narra- 


tive, Page 8. That either the one or the other 


* mult be to blame, the Superiour in depriv- 
ing His Majeſty of the Service at this time 
of ſo able and brave an Officer, or the 
* Inferiour in doing ſomething deſerving of 
* this Cenſure ; and until the Papers, which 
© have paſſed between them, are publiſhed, or 
* an Enquiry can be made, we muſt ſuſpend 

our 


„nne 
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(vii) 
our judgment. In juſtice therefore to an 
injured People, who have a right to all the 
Knowledge and Satisfaction that can be given 
them; what is here offer'd for their Infor- 


mation, conſiſts of the genuine and au- 
thentic Letters and Papers, which paſſed 
between the contending Parties: From 


thence the Impartial will be able to form a 


judgment. Likewiſe, there are private Ac- 
counts of the late Action, written by Sea- 


Officers of unexceptionable Reputation and 
| Veracity, not led by Prejudice or Partiality to 


either Party, or any other Cauſe and Intereſt 


than that of Truth; and, on a ſuitable 
E Occaſion, are willing and ready to avow what 


their Honour and Conſcience have dictated 


to them, 


A MISCARRIAGE ſo pernicious and 


fatal in its Conſequences to a Nation, tho' 


groaning under a heavy Load of Debt, and 


the moſt grievous Taxes, always chearfully 


contributed towards the Support of the Go- 


| vernment, and now to the Maintenance of 


the War with Firmneſs and Reſolution, an 
Example to Poſterity, the Reputation and 
Honour of Officers, whoſe eminent Stations 
provably may have been purchaſed by long 
Services, much Bloodſhed, and many Wounds, 
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( 
the Service of the Crown, and the Good 
of the Community, require an impartial 
Examination with the firicteſt Scrutiny 
into ſo notorious a Neglect of the Public 
Service. 


UNTIL an Enquiry of this Importance 
is ſet on foot, where it is not to be doubted 
but that every Tranſaction will be fairly ſtated 
and diſcuſſed, every Reflection and Stain 
wiped off, or confirmed and corroborated ; 
we have taken the liberty to undeceive theUn- 
wary, by expoſing the Miſrepreſentations and 
Aſperſions of the Narrative; alſo added ſome 
Obſervations on the Conduct of our Navy 
in general, 
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QRIGINAL 


LETTERS 


BETWEEN 


Adm------- V V, 


AND 


EF Adm I M Ws to V. Adm 


| — 


SIR; Ruſſel, at Sea, the tath February 1543. 
AM exceedingly ſorry you did not judge 
proper, when I had made the Signal to 
engage the Enemy, to bear down yourſelf, 
or at leaſt to have rade the Signal for a ſuffi- 
cient Number of your Squadron, to have endea- 
voured to cut off the five Spaniſh Men of War, 
that were in the Rear of the Spaniſh Admiral. 


duch an extraordinary Proceeding of yours greatly 
B ſurprizes 
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(10) 
ſurprizes me, and I hope you will be able to 
give me a very good Reaſon for ſuch your Con- 
duct. 


IN caſe we ſhould ſee the Enemy, when! 
make the Signal for the Line of Battle a-head 
of each other, you are to lead with your Squz 
dron ; let it be with the Starboard or Larboard 
Tacks, in regard the Rear Admiral's Maſts are 
much wounded ; and for ought I yet know, {6 
may be the Princeſs Caroline's, and Chicheſter, 
who were engaged with him. I am, 


Sin, Your moſt Obedient Servant, 


12 . — 


To Red Lok Eg; &c. 
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Adm—! M——ws's Letter which accompa- 
nied his Queries to V. A—l L—x. 


81 N. Namur, e Mahon, 20th February, 174 
WRIT you a Letter the 12th Inſtant, to 
which I have had no Anſwer; I judge it 

my Duty to ſend you the incloſed Queries, which 


I defire you will be pleaſed to anſwer, and tranſ- 
mit to him, who is, 
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SIR, Your moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, j 
1 M——»s. 


To R— d Len k Eſq; &c. | J 
| Vice 


To ti] 


(11) 


o WW ;ce- 4 | L—=X's Letter, and 
o Anſiver to the above Letters of A1 
Mus. 
n | WW 9% £ Neptune, oF Mahon, 21½ February, 1743. 
a = x7 RECEIVED your Letter of Yeſterday's 
as E 1 Date, wherein you take Notice of your 
: having written to me of the 12th Inſtant, to 
1 3 which I had given you no Anſwer: I now own 
* | : the Receipt of that of the 12th, together with 
' WE the Queries, which I have anſwered, Part of 
4 # which anſwers your Letter of the 12th Inſtant. 
„ i lam, 
S1 i 
5. 
I Your moſt Obedient 
* Humble Servant, 
. 1 R -D L—. 
= Toth: Honourable A—] My, 
4 
, 0 
re 
hich WI 
ran- 
B 2 Aueries 
ut, 
Vs. 


Vice- 
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Queries ftated by Adm ——] M—ws. 


F*x of -- 5 


The Firſt Query. 

DID you not ſee the Signal out for the Line | 
of Battle, when I made the Signal for bringing the 
to, the 1oth Inſtant at Night? * 
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Second. 
WAS it not your Duty to have brought to, in 
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the Line of Battle, agreeable to the Signal then | yo 
out ? | Er 
llc 
; fri 
be 
Third. | 
YOU R Reaſon for bringing to, with you | 
Diviſion, at leaſt five Miles to Windward of WF 1 
if me, the doing of which you muſt know would H 
"a make you be (as the Wind was then) that Dif- | 
Ws tance a- ſtern of me, as you was when we made 8 
. (ail. 4 
4 
1 4 Fourth. 
We. DID you not ſee the Signal made by me, 
Wi to engage the Enemy, your Reaſon for not ro- t 
AM peating the faid Signal, and endeavouring to MW r 
* cut off the four ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy, c 
1 and for not making the Signal for any of your t 
11. . Diviſion to perform that Service; eſpecially as 6 


you 


o, in 
then 
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( 13 ) 
Anſwered by Vice- 4 


Firſt Anſfeer. 
I T being dark, we could ſee no other than 
the Night-Signal to bring to. 


Second. 


AS a Proof that we were in the Line with 
you, I think we were within four Miles of the 
Enemy; and all my Officers that took any no- 
tice affirm, that we 'were not above three Miles 
from the Enemy, when we brought to. Several 
of the Spaniſh Ships edg'd trom us ſoon after we 
brought to. 


Third. 

I MUST repeat again, that I was in the 
Line with you, when we brought to, the Wind 
at that time was at E. S. E. at 100'Clock 1 it came 
to E. N. E. at 12,to N. E. at 2, to N. N. E. and 
continued ſo till 8 o' Clock in the Morning, 
which brought us to Windward of you. 


Fourth. 


WE did {ee you make the Signal to engage 
the Enemy, which is never to be repeated, as 
may be proved by the Words of the 15th Article 
of the Fighting Inſtructions, beginning with 
the Words; „“ As ſoon as the Admiral ſhall 
% hoiſt a Red Flag on the Flag-Staff, at the 


“ Fore- 
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Reaſon for ſhortning Sail, and altering your 


Courſe by haling upon a Wind. 
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20th February, 1743. 


Namur, of Mahon- Harbour, 5: 
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The Fourth Anſwer. 


« Foretopmaſt-Head and fire a Gun, every 

« Ship in the Fleet is to uſe their utmoſt En- 

« deavour to engage the Enemy, in the order 
4 the Admiral has preſcribed unto them.“ Which 
Article leaves no room for its being repeated; for 
where repeating is neceſſary, every Article ex- 
preſſes it ſhall be repeated. And as I have been 
in two General Battles, I do affirm, that the Sig- 
nal for Battle was not repeated in either. In that 
off Malaga, I was Lieutenant to the Admiral of 
the White, who did not repeat it, nor did any 
other Flag-Ship, either Engliſh or Dutch, 


IT was impoſſible for me to make more Sail 
than I did ; thoſe of my Diviſion a-ſtern of me, 
made all the Sail they could, none of which 
could come within Shot of the ſternmoſt of the 
Enemy's Ships; thoſe of my Diviſion, that 
were a-head of me, were the Dunkirk and Cam- 
bridge, both which Ships could have made more 
Sail, but they kept to Windward of their Sta- 
tion, particularly the D#n/irk. And tho' there 
was but little Wind with a Swell, yet as they 
failed well, it was my Opinion, they might have 
ſtopt thoſe four Ships of the Enemy, until I and 
my Diviſion got up; therefore I fired a Shot to 
Windward of them, and at the ſame time made 


the Captain of the Dukiri's Signal, but to no 
purpoſe. 
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I KEPT bearing down, until I found ! 
ſhould not be more than able to get into the 
Wake of the ſternmoſt Ship of the Enemy, 
Farther, to divert her from getting up to the Pro- 
tection of the Spani/h Admiral, as the only Re. 
medy left me to bring on an Engagement, at 
the diſtance I was off, I fired a Broadſide; ſhe 
return'd it, fheer'd farther from me, and made 


more Sail towards the Real. 


IN this Situation you haled down your Signal 
to engage, and made the Signal to leave off 
Chace. I immediately ſhortned Sail; you haled 
your Wind, I did the ſame; as it appeared to 
me to protect the Rear-Admiral and his Diviſion, 
the Van of the French Fleet being then tackt, 
and endeavouring to double upon him. 


FROM the time you bore down upon the 
Real, till the time you made the Signal to leave 
off Chace, the little Wind and the Diſtances of 
the Ships a-ſtern of me, put it out of my power 
to direct the clean Ships, viz. Elizabeth, Buck- 
ingham, and Revenge, to go a-head of me : for 
from that inſtant you bore away, it appeared to 
me, that all the Sail they could make was then 
abroad, and continued ſo. Conſequently before 
this time, when I neither knew, nor faw, that 
you intended to attack the Spaniards, which, 
according to the Line of Battle, ſhould have 


fallen to my ſhare, it did not become me, to 
2 | make 


Ny e pu! * R.2# 2 8 


ee 


617. 


make any Alteration in your Line, as by Signal 

then abroad: But had you been pleaſed to have 
dropt a Boat with your Directions to the Ships 
of your Diviſion, and mine, between you and 
me, to have attack*d the four mentioned Ships 
of the Enemy, they would have forced them a- 
ſtern, for our coming up. 


Neptune, eff Lair Mahcn, the 
21 February, 1743. 


R—D L-—x, 
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4 IMI Letter, whid WR done 


accompanied his Replies, to Vice- A. 1 
L— cK's Anſwer to the Queries. ty ”y 
which 

SI R, Namur, in Mahon Harbour, 44h March, 1745, f 
O U have herewith my Replies to your Ar- E Fi 
fwers to the Queries I judg'd proper to ng in 
deſire you to anſwer ; and *tis with concern, that | bay 0 
} do not judge them ſatisfactory. I hope you Wi A , 
will be pleaſed to conſider well my Replies u 1 8 


them, and to anſwer them ſo ſoon as you ſhal 
have ſo done. I am, 


SIR, 
Your moſt humble Ser vam, 


T— Ms, 
To R 4k E. &c. 


N- -ws's Replies to Vice- 
A L ——CK's Anſwers 1 
the Queries. 


Y the Namar's Logg-Book the Wind was at 
E. N. E. when we brought to the 10th of 
February; and from Ten o'clock that Night to 
Six the next Morning, from the N. E. by N. to 
N. E. Query, Whether you ought not to have 
kept the Line? Notwithſtanding the . 
0 


| (19) 
ef the Wind, fince it was in your power to have 
3 W done it; inſtead of being at Break of Day, full 
bee Miles in the Wind's Eye of me; conſequent- 
y ſo many Miles a-ſtern, when I made Sail, 
' which is notorious to the whole Fleet. 


1x “s true, that the 13th Article of the Fight- 
5 ing Inſtructions does not mention, that the Sig- 
WE cl for engaging the Enemy ſhall be repeated 
* by the other Flag- Officers; but I have reaſon 
I to believe, that every Captain in your Diviſion, 
* for want of your having repeated it, as Rear- 


A | R—wl—y did, judg'd he was to 
keep the Line, and not to make Sail a-head of 
& you, in order to engage; which many of them 
could and would have done, had they not ex- 
& pected your repeating the Signal. 
2 Query, WHY did you not ſet your Studding 
Fang and order the Sailing-Ships of your Divi- 
ſion to make Sail, and engage the four Stern- 
7 moſt Ships of the Enemy, particularly the Eliza- 
© veth, Buckingham, and Revenge? And why did 
E you ſuffer any of your Diviſion to ſhorten Sail? 
You ſay, that the Cambridge and Dunkirk could 
have made more Sail, and engaged the four Stern- 
moſt Ships; and that you fired a Shot at the 
| Dunkirk, and made her Commander's Signal, 
but all to no purpoſe ; for that he ſtill kept to 
Windward of you, as did the Cambridge likewiſe, 
| Query, Why did you not make the Comman- 
der of the mats s Signal alſo? And why 


( 20 ) 
did you not ſend your Lieutenants to command 
thoſe two Ships, when you judg'd their Com- 
manders did not do their Duty; and you muſt 
have ſeen, that the Service ſuffered by their il 
Behaviour? Surely it would have been right to 
have done ſo, and I ſhould have thanked you 
heartily for it ; for in the Situation I was, I could 
not poſſibly ſee what was doing a-ſtern of me, 
You are pleaſed to ſay, that you fired a Broad. 
ſide at the four Sternmoſt Ships, and that the E- 
nemy returned it: I take it for granted, that you 
judg'd yourſelf to be within Gun-ſhot of them, 
elle you would not have fired; tho" it ſeems al 
your Shot fel] ſhort of them. You are likewiſe 
pleaſed to give me for Anſwer to the laſt Part of 
my fourth and laſt Query, viz. that you left of 
purſuing the Enemy, and clap'd upon a Wind, 
in order to protect the Rear-Admiral, c. | 
muſt confeſs, that I am not a little ſurprized at 
the Reaſon you are pleaſed to give me, for 
breaking the Line of Battle, and quitting the E- 
nemy, ſo near you as thoſe four Ships were by 
your own Confeſſion, Had I judg'd Rear-A—! 
R =y in ſq great Danger, as you ſeem to 
inſinuate him to have been in, there is a proper 
Signal to be made for that Service by the com- 
manding Officer. I muſt take leave to affirm, 
that had you not clapp'd upon a Wind with 
your whole Diviſion, by all the Accounts I have 
received, you and your Diviſion (tho' not all 
your Sail abroad) might, and muſt have engaged 
theſe Sternmoſt Ships of the Spaniards, in one 


Quarter 


J 
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Quarter of an Hour at leaſt, by which means the 


Real could not have eſcaped me, as I was within 
Muſket-ſhot of her, when all the Sternmoſt Ships 


of the Enemy came up and tore me to pieces: 


And I muſt add, that your Neglect of that Piece 
of Service was obvious and plain; and it's cer- 
tain, that all the Captains in your Diviſion judgꝰd 
they were to follow you, notwithſtanding the Sig- 
nal for engaging the Enemy was out. I muſt 
take leave to ſay, that it you had been pleaſed to 
have undeceived them on that head, it would 
have been doing, not only the Duty of an Officer, 
but likewiſe a friendly Part to me. To conclude, 
I muſt take leave to tell you, that I am greatly 
concern'd to find you judg'd it was neceſſary 
for me to have dropt a Boat a-ftern to order, 
not only thoſe Ships of my Diviſian a-ſtern gf 
me, but likewiſe thoſe of yours (which are in 
the Line of Battle a-head of you) to do their 
Duty. The Situation I was in at that time, did 


not permit me to ſce that ſuch Orders were ne- 


ceſſary ; but why did you not do it, who was at 
leiſure, and tell me that ſuch Orders were neceſ- 
ſary ? yet, acted contradiftory to your Judge- 
ment, by firſt ſhortening Sail, and ſoon after 
clapping upon a Wind. It therefore appears to 
me, that you was willing to aſſiſt me with your 
Judgement in doing what was not in your power 
to do, viz. to go to the Aſſiſtance of Rear- 
Ad——l R—w!—y, yet you would not aſſiſt me 


when it was abſolutely in your power, viz. by 


ordering the Ships in the Rear of my Diviſion to 
bear 


7} 


bear dowh upon the Enemy, to prevent their 


getting up to the Aſſiſtance of the Real, and all 
of them attacking the Namur. This, Sir, is un- 
der your Hand ; but what is more extraordinary, 
you would not yourſelf do it, or order any of 
your Diviſion, to do what you are pleaſed to tell 
me I ought to have done; and I take leave to 
affirm, that it was abſolutely in your Power to 
have prevented the Enemies Ships getting up to 
me, either by diſabling them, or obliging them 
to put afore it. In either of the two Caſes the 
Real muſt have been burnt by the Fireſhip (being 
when ſhe blew up within Piſtol-ſhot of her, and, 

as I am credibly inform'd, muſt have ſunk by the 
Shot ſhe received from thoſe Ships of the Enemy 
had ſhe not blown up) or have fallen into my 
Hands, as I was at that inſtant of time within 
Muſket-ſhot of her. 


Namur, in Mahon Harbour, 
the 4th March, 1743. 
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4 M- —ws's Letter to Vice- 
4— c, regueſting an 
Anſwer to his Replies. 

SI R, Namur, in Mahen Harbour, 15th March 1743. 


S I cannot cloſe my Packet till I receive 

your Anſwer to the Queries I ſent you the 
4th Inſtant ; and it is neceſſary that I ſhould diſ- 
patch a Ship away with the Meſſenger without 
Loſs of Time; I deſire you will be pleaſed to re- 


turn me your Anſwers to the ſaid Queries, as 
ſoon as you conveniently can. I am, 


S IX, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


T—; M Ius. 


Vice- A 


I L —K'sS Anfwer 
to the preceding Letter, 


81 0 Neptune, Mahon» Harbour, 15 h March, 1743. 


HAVE yours of this Date, ſetting forth, 

you cannot cloſe your Packet, until you re- 
ceive my Anſwers to your Queries of the 4th 
Inſtant. 


THE three Days conſtant Attendance at 
Courts-Martial, took up fo much of my Time, 


that it has prevented me being able to ſend them; 
"TN - and 


(44) 
and as you hinted to me, to conſider well your 
Replies, it has made me the more circumſpect 
in my Anſwers, which are almoſt finifhed ; and 
I hope will be ſo by to-morrow Morning. I am, 


81 n, Your moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
R—D L—£, 


Toe the Himurable A—! M. 


Vice- A— L——x's Letter which accom- 
pamed the following Regoinder to A—| 
M 


81 R, Neptune, in Mabon- Harbour, 16:5 March, 174 I 
FTER you had received my Anſwers to WF whit 
your Queries thirteen Days, I did not ex- to y 

pect any ſuch Replies, with ſuch an Addition you 
of new Matter; which, however, gives me the WF obli 
Satisfaction, that it has prepared me for the whe 
worlt that can come from you. I hope you will WF Day 
do me the Juſtice to weigh well, and conſider WF (as 
this Rejoinder to your Replies. 1 am, 15 
© laſt 

S I Ry was 

Your moſt Obedient, 5 

Humble Servant, of 

| tor 

R Lk. tim 

To the Honcurable A. — 1M. one 
Ons 


1 Vice- 


e- 
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5. LR“ R:jpinder to A-. M—ws's 
Re pli. 5. 


HE Namur's and the NVeptune's Logg- 
Book differ the 1oth February, when we 
brought to. The Ship came up S. b. W. till 10 
o' Clock; then ſhe came up S. E. off S. S. E. 


At 12, ſhe came up E. S. E. off 8. E. At 3, 


ſne came up E. off E. S. E. and continued ſo, 
until we made Sail at half paſt 5 O'Clock in the 


Morning, before you made the Signal to make 
Sail. 


IN anſwer to your Query in this Paragraph, 
which has been already anſwered in my Anſwers 
to your Queries, I ſhould be glad to know, as 
you found it ſo late in the Night, as to be 
obliged to make the Night- Signal to bring to, 
whether it was poſſible for the Neptune to ſee a 
Day-Signal abroad for the Line of Battle a-breaſt, 
(as you have not thought proper to 2ppuint a 
Night-Signal for that purpoſe) and whether the 
laſt Signal is not to be comply'd wich, even if it 
was in contradiction to the firſt? Neither did 
the Signal appear at Dawn of Day for the Line 
of Battle a-breaſt ; for you did not think proper 
to make it again until 8 o'Clock ; before which 
time two of your Lieutenants, on the back of 
one another, came on board of the Neptune. 


One told me, that you would lay by, until I came 


D up 
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up to cloſe with you ; and the other told me, 


that it was your Directions to me, to make more 


Sail. Upon which I bid him look aloft, and {ce 
whether it was in my power; all my Sail being 
then abroad, ſtudding Sails and all. At the 
lame time, he ſaid, that you was very uneaſy, 
that the Rear-Admiral with his Diviſion did not 
make more Sail. And as an inconteſtable Proof 
that he was farther from you than the Neptune, 
you made the Signal for him that commands in 
the third Poſt to make more Sail, before you 
made the Signal for him that commands in the 
fecond Poſt : At this rate, the Neptune and Bar- 
fleur muſt have been above 10 Miles aſunder, 
which I never can bring myſelf to believe. When 
brought to, as I have already alledg'd, I was 
in the Line with you, and could go no nearer 
the Enemy, unleſs that I broke the Line, or you 
had been pleaſed to have given me your Direc- 
tions to chaſe and engage the Enemy. At; 
o*Clock in the Morning, it appears by the Nep- 
tunes. Logg- Book, that the Enemy bore off her 
S. W. b. W. only diſtant 4 or 5 Miles: How 
ſhe then could be at Day-break, when you made 
Sail, right in the Wind's-Eye of you, full ; 
Miles, The Wind, by the Namur's Logg- 
«© Book, being from the N. E. b. E. to N. E. 


and this ſo notorious to the whole Fleet, is 


a Matter of great Aſtoniſnment to me, and what 


I cannot allow ; Notwithſtanding I have not 


conſulted any of the Fleet thereupon, 


THE 


after 
halec 
Stati. 


you 
with 
theſe 
gage 
the | 


ther 


appe: 
thorit 
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THE Rear-Admiral's repeating the Signal 
to engage the Enemy, contrary to the Tenor of 
the 13th Article of the Fighting-Inſtruftions, 
and all Precedent from our Predeceſſors, was no 
Precedent to the Vice-Admiral ; neither does 
Reaſon oblige the Vice-Admiral to anſwer for 
the Expectations of the Captains of his Diviſion, 
when they are ſo unjuſtly grounded, and ſo in- 
conſiſtent with Diſcipline and Service. But one 
would have imagined, that if you had intended 
that this Signal ſhould have been repeated, that 
while you made the Manuſcript Addition to this 
very Article, vg. And ftriftly charged to 
e take care not to fire before the Signal be given 
« by the Admiral,” that you would have then 
ordered the Repetition of it by all Flag Officers. 


T HE Studding Sails continued abroad, Jong 
after you made the Signal for Battle, and were | 6 
haled down for the Torbay to come up into her 
Station, (according to the Order of Battle that 
you had been pleaſed to preſcribe) which Ship, 
with every Sail ſet, could not get into it; tho“ 
theſe Sails were not altogether ſo proper to en- 
gage with, the old Practice having been to furl 
the Main-ſail, to prevent firing the Ship. Net- 
ther do I apprehend, that as ſoon as this Signal 
appears abroad, it is a Juſtification, or an Au- 
thority to an Officer to break the Line, while the 
Signal for the Line of Battle is kept out, and to 

| D 43 engage 
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engage the Enemy in Diſorder and Confuſion : 
No, my Underſtanding teaches me that this very 
Article binds every, Officer to engage the Enemy, 
in the order the Admiral has preſcribed unto 
them. To what purpoſe then ſhould I have 
broke this Inſtruction, in contradiction to the 
Signal for the Line of Battle then flying; alſo in 
contradictian to the twenty-firſt and twenty- 
fourth Articles of theſe Inſtructions ? vis. 


21ſt. 
% NONE of the Ships in the Fleet ſhall purſue 


« any ſmall Number of the Enemy's Ships till 
* the main Body be difabled or run.“ 


24th. 
NNO Ship in the Fleet ſhall leave her Sta- 


tion upon any Fretence whatſoever, Sc. Sc.“ 


AND to do this merely to fall into Confuſion 
by ſeparating from you to Leeward, without the 
Poſſibility of coming near enough, even to the 
Sternmoſt Ship of the Enemy to do any real Ser- 
vice, had ſhe or they kept afore it: Had | 
chaced io unthinkingly with my Diviſion, and in 
the mean time the French had made a proper uſe 
of my Indiſcretion, by coming upon you and 


Rear A———l R—w/—y, when I could not 


get to Windward again, who would not have 
blamed me ? I am ſure you yourſelf, Sir, would 
nut have thought my Conduct juſtifiable, to have 

done 


CW 


* 
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done this without a Signal: This would have 
been erring with my Eyes open; and then in- 


deed with great Juſtice and Propriety, you might 
have retorted upon me, that had you judg'd it 
proper for me to have acted in this manner, there 
was a proper Signal to be made for that Service 
by the commanding Officer; and agreeable. to 
which the twenty-ſeventh Article is very ex- 
plicit, V7Z. 


27th. 


« IF the Admiral would have any particular 
« Flag- Ship and his Squadron, or Diviſion, give 
% chace to the Enemy, he will make the ſame 
« Signal, that is appointed for that Flag-Ship's 
© tacking with his Squadron or Diviſion, and 
« weathering the Enemy.?! 


IT did not appear to me, that the Ships of 
my Diviſion a-ſtern of me, ſhortened Sail ; and 
where I could not ſo well diſtinguiſh myſelf, my 
Officers, on whom I could depend, frequently in- 
formed me of this Truth; and as to directing 
the clean Ships to go a-head of me, particularly 
the Elizabeth, Buckingham, and Revenge, my An- 
ſwer already to your fourth Query, leaves no room 


for you to demand any other. But ſuppoſing, 


Sir, that theſe Ships, contrary to my Obſervation, 
ad ſhorten Sail at times, to keep in the Order 
of Battle, according to the Line, either before or 
after that you engaged; yet, nevertheleſs, I had 
no authority to alter your Diſpoſition. The 
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twenty-fourth Article of the Fighting Inſtructionz 
injoins every Ship to keep her Station ; and that, 
nor no other Article, impowers an inferiour Flag. 
Officer to direct any Breach of it, upon any pre. 
tence whatſoever ; while the commanding Ad. 
miral keeps abroad the Signal for the Line, and 
does not make the Signal for that Flag- Officer 
and his Diviſion to give chace to the Enemy, 
Furthermore, had I taken upon me what I coul! 
not anſwer, to direct theſe Ships going a-head 
of me, before you engaged the Enemy, I believe 
it was impracticable for them to execute it, con. 


ſidering their Diſtance a- ſtern of me, the littlc 
Wind and the Swell. 


THE Cambridge was not ſo far to Wind- 
ward of me, as the Dunkirk, therefore the Cap- 
tain's Signal was not made; and at that time! 
apprehended the firing a Shot to Windward of 
them both, would be a ſufficient Check and Di- 
rection to both Captains, eſpecially to ſo old an 
Officer as Captain Dr -m -und is, being near 
thirty-three Years a Commiſſion-Officer. But 
tho? it may not be ſo proper to inſert any thing 
here, which has not fallen under my own Obſer— 
yation ; yet as you have been pleaſed to ſhew me 
an Example, give me leave in my turn alſo to 
tell you, that it has been alledged in defence of 
theſe two Ships, tho? they were to Windward 
of me, yet they were in the Line with the Ships 
a-head of them ; and in the firſt Article of the 


Figliting Inſtructions, You, Sir, yourſelf have 
made 
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made a Manuſcript Addition, viz. © And every 
« Ship is to obſerve and keep the ſame Diſtance 
« thoſe Ships do, which are next the Admiral, 
« always taking it from the Center,” As to 
ſending my Lieutenants to command the Dun- 
kirk and Cambridge, the Shortneſs of Time be- 
tween the Shots being fired, and your making the 
Signal to leave off chace, would not (had there 
been much greater neceſſity to do it) admit of 
ſuch a Proceeding. 


NOTWITHSTANDING the Replies 
you have been pleaſed to make to my Anſwers 
to your Queries, I find that I muſt repeat to you 
again, that I did the utmoſt to cut off the four 
Sternmoſt Ships of the Enemy ; and as my laft 
Recourſe, to bring on an Engagement, where I 
had the proſpect to divert thoſe Ships of the E- 
nemy from endeayouring to deſtroy the Fire- 
ſhip, as well as to ſtop them from getting a-head 
to the Aſſiſtance of the Real, I fir'd a Broadſide 
at the neareſt Ship, which was the Sternmoſt; the 
Shot of which did not all fall ſhort of her, but ſhe 
directly bore away, and made more Sail, which 
was what I could not do, 


I DEF Y Malice itſelf to ſay the contrary, 
with the leaſt regard to Truth ; and I muſt tell 
you, Sir, that no Man ever had it more at heart, 
or could endeavour more than I did to get up to 
your 
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your Aſſiſtance; and alſo to get up to the Relief 
of the poor Marlborougb, Who was torn to- piece 
indeed! 


5 
n 


I NEVER broke the Line of Battle, neither 
did I ever ſhorten Sail, or hale upon a Wind, 
till you haled down the Signal for Battle, and th: 
Signal for the Line of Battle, and made the Sig. 
nal to give over Chace. I did not give you for 
an Anſwer to the laſt Part of your fourth and lf 
Query, that I left off purſuing the Enemy, and 
clap*d upon a Wind in order to protect the Rear: 
Admiral; be pleaſed to conſider my Anſwer, 
you'll find my Words are theſe : * That when 
you haled down the Signal to engage, and 
„ made the Signal to give over Chace, I imme- 
c diately ſhortned Sail; you halted your Wind, 
did the ſame, as it appeared to me to pro- 
<« tet Rear-A—l R—wl—y, and his Diviſion; 
« the Van of the French Fleet being then tackt, 
and endeavouring to double upon him.” 


* 


* 


DO theſe Words mean more, or can they 
be taken in any other Senſe, than that in obe- 
dience to your Order then abroad, to leave off 
Chace (no Ships being then in Chace but me 
and my Diviſion) I was neceſſitated to comply 
with it : And that this Signal was made by you 
for the Protection of the Rear-Admiral ? 


YOU have been leaſed to make many Re- 
petitions, aſſerting, that I broke the Line of 
Battle ; 
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Battle; therefore, however unwilling I may be to 


take up time by unneceſſary Repetitions, there 
ſeems to be an abfolute Neceſſity for me to fall 
into them. 


AM greatly ſurprized to find you ſhould 
tell me, that I had given you reafon, for what [ 


| never did: Be pleaſed to look over my Anſwers 


to your Queries, and I deſire that you would not 


miſapprehend them to my Prejudice, for I never 
could acknowledge an Untruth. 
+ the Line of Battle, nor quitted the Enemy, that 


I ncver broke 


is what I never did; nor never would do: And 
I now likewiſe afirm, that I never clap*d upon 
a Wind, with my whole Diviſion, or any Part of 


it; neither did I ever ſhorten Sail, until you was 


pleaſed to call me off chace, by hoiſting the 
White Flag at the Fore top-maſt Head, and at 
the ſame time haling down the Signals for the 
Line of Battle, and engaging the Enemy; and 
I am ſenſible it was my duty to do it, without 
regarding the Situation of the Rear-Adiniral. 
But ſurely there could be no great crime, in ob- 
ſerving what many others did, that you from all 
Circumſtances made this Signal for his Pro- 
tection. 


YOU have likewiſe been pleaſed to draw this 


Inference, that by all Accounts, had not I clap'd 
upon a Wind, with my whole Diviſion, which I 


never did (until it was my Duty ſo to do) 
| © That in a Quarter of an Hour at leaſt, I. 
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*© might and mult have engaged theſe four ter» 
e molt Ships, by which means the Real eſcaped 
«© you.” Give me leave to affirm, that you 
haled down the Signal to engage the Enemy, 
and the Signal for the Line of Battle, and made 


the Signal to give over chace, before the four 


ſternmoſt Ships got up to you, and that you had 
left the Real, before they could poſſibly get a- 
head to tear you to pieces; and to this Truth ! 
have the ſtrongeſt Aſſeverations. 


YOU continue your Charge, by adding, tlut 
my Neglect of this Piece of Service was obvious 
and plain. To whom, Sir, was it obvious and 
plain? From whom had you theſe Accounts ? It 
would have been doing a friendly Part to me, 
to have mentioned your Authors ; and what Per- 
Jon that has either Honour or Honeſty could in- 
form you, © That had I not forſaken the Enemy 
« with my whole Diviſion, I muſt have en- 
« oaged them in a Quarter of an Hour at leaſt.” 
For you yourſelf, Sir, have more than once faid, 
that your Situation was ſuch, that you could not 
diſtinguiſh what was doing a-ftern of you. It 
appears then to me, that you have altogether de- 
pended upon Information ; and I muſt take the 
liberty to tell you, in my own Defence, that my 
Character, at this time of day, after ſuch a te- 
dious Length of Service (where I have always 
had the good fortune to gain the Approbation of 
my Superiours, and the good Wiſhes and Frienc- 
ſhip of my Inſeriours) is not to be blaſted thus 
2 | by 


4 
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by Hearſay ; or prejudiced by the infectious 
Breath of Slanderers ; Nothing being ſo eaſy, as 
general Charges and Aſſertions; nothing ſo true, 
as the old Maxim, Throw out your Calumnies 
with Aſſurance, and ſome of them will find Credit. 
I am ſorry, extremely ſorry, that any thing like 
this ſhould ſeem to be the Caſe between you and 
me, 


IHAVE already taken notice, that I was 
rather to Leeward with my Diviſion, than to 
Windward of the Line of Battle ; therefore the 
Captains of my Diviſion, notwithſtanding the 
Signal for engaging the Enemy was out, did their 
Daty in following me : for which reaſon I am 
at a loſs to apprehend your Meaning, as you are 
pleaſed to ſay, That to have undeceived them» 
« would have been doing, not only the Duty of 
* an Officer, but likewiſe a friendly Part to you.“ 


WHEN I anſwered your Queries, I was 
conſcious to myſelf, that I had done my Duty as 
an Officer, and a Friend to you; and tho' theſe 
Anſwers do not give you Satisfaction, which is 
no Inſtance of your Friendſhip to me, and you 
have ſent me Replies to them, after a Delay of 
thirteen Days : Yet, even from them, I am 
more and more convinced, that nothing was left 
undone for his Majeſty's Service, and the De- 
ſtruction of the Enemy, that I had power to do, 
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I AM greatly ſurprized, that you ſhould be 
diſpleaſed, becauſe I concluded in my Anſwers 
to your Queries, that had you been pleaſed to 
have dropt a Boat with your Directions, to thoſe 
Ships of your Diviſion and mine, between you 
and me, to have attack'd the four mention'd 
Ships of the Enemy, they would have forced 
them a ſtern for our coming up. And really, 


Sir, I cannot help wiſhing, that you had been 


Pleaſed to have done ſo, before you yourlelf be- 
gan the Engagement; for I think it could not 
have failed of anſwering the Purpoſe. It would 
have been at leait a great Aggravation of that 
Man's Crime, who, after ſuch a Direction, neg· 
lected coming to your Aſſiſtance. 


[ C OULD not make the Neptune go 
Jaiter a-hcad 3 a Boat from me at the diſtance l 


was from theſe Ships, was ſtriving at what was 


out of my Reach. For you will be pleaſed to 
conſider, that there is a wide Difference between 
Dropping a Boat a-ſtern, and Sending a Boat a- 
head to Ships at ſuch Diſtances off, that were al 
under Sail; neither could I take upon me to di- 
rect your Diviſion, that was much nearer the 
Commander in Chief, than the Vice-Admiral. 
Beſides, had it been neceſſary for the Ships to 
have gone to Leeward of the Line with you, 
(eſpecially as you have been pleaſed to make a 
Manujcript Addition to the firſt Article of the 
Fighting Inſtructions) J, that was bound to the 

Order 


4 (37) 
Order myſelf, as much as any Captain, could not 
authorize and empower others to break it. 


 I'WOULD not willingly give Offence, or 
E irritate Matters more; but when I am attack'd 
in ſo violent a Manner, fo injurious to my Ho- 
nour, and my conſtant Practice all my Life long; 
you muſt give me leave to wiſh from my Soul, 
that you had had a little more Patience before 
you engaged; and ſince the ſole Dependence was 
on my Diviſion, to have waited until the Line 
had been formed, and we had come up to cloſe 
with you, agreeable to the Meſſage which your 
Lieutenant brought me in the Morning. 


I MUST be blind, Sir, if it could poſſi- 
bly eſcape my Obſervation ; neither indeed can 
any Impartial Perſon help ſeeing it, that while I 
and my Diviſion have been thus undeſervedly 
blamed, nothing by you, like Cenſure, has been 
imputed to the Center. It is notorious that not 
above ſeyen Sail of the Enemy engaged (and 
probably a leſs Number) where there were eleven 
Ships in our Center, beſides the Berwick and 
Kingſton, in all thirteen Ships, that from the Be- 
ginning had it in their power to reach the Spa- 
aiſh Squadron, in what manner you had been 
pleaſed to have directed. And ſurely, without 
any great Degree of National Vanity, thirteen 
Sail of Englijh Ships of War, ſuch as theſe were, 
and under Your Direction, Sir, were a Match 
tor ſeven Sail of Spaniſh Ships ; at leaſt to have 

kept, 


(38) 
kept, or forced a-ſtern the four mentioned Ships 
for our coming up, that could not poſſibly fire x 
Gun to Year you to-pieces, before the time that 
you made the Signal for the Fleet to give over 
Chace, and haled down the Signals for the Line 
of Battle, and for engaging the Enemy. 


YOUR laſt Page, and the latter Part of 
the preceding one, are a Repetition of what ha 
been already anſwered, But, however, give me 
leave to aſk, Sir, why you judged proper to hal 
down the Signal for the Line of Battle, as well 
as that to engage the Enemy, and made the Sig- 
nal to give over Chace, if you did not expect 
me to ſhorten Sail, and clap on a Wind, (as you 
yourlelt did) in obedience to you the Command. 
ing Officer? For ] inſiſt upon it once more, 
that I did not do it, until you commanded me 
by this Signal. To what purpoſe then, Sir, 
have you been pleaſed to ſay, That I aſſiſted 
you with my Judgement, in doing what was 
* not in my power to do, viz. to go to the 
© Afiftance of Rear-Admiral R Y, yet 
** would not aſſiſt you, when it was abſolutely in 
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; my power? Sc.“ I do not think it improper 
A here to ſay, that my Judgement, or Opinion was 8 
1 never aſſ'd. I have had a Proof from you, Sir, "Ss 
4 theſe two Years, that it was nat worth a Sum- = 
mons, tho” I had the Honour to bear his Me- L 
jeſty's Flag; yet I have always, even in the Day | - 


of Battle, been kept ignorant of your Deſigns, 
more than many private Captains, 
L 
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| {MUST take the liberty to tell you; that T 
© have always aſſiſted you to the utmoſt of my 
power, as Vice-A———1 and if you have de- 
| prived yourſelf of my Aſſiſtance, by your great 
Impatience, in never ſuffering me to cloſe with 
you, nor did not give me more Authority by 
proper Signals, I am no ways anſwerable 


IT gives me pain to repeat to you again, that 
I endeavoured my utmoſt to hinder the four 
ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy getting a-head, 
and I could not poſſibly do more: Which En- 
deavours, I do affirm, ſtop'd theſe four Ships from 
getting near enough to attack the Namur, till 
long after you made the Signal, to leave off chace; 
and when they did fire upon you, it muſt have 
been at the Cloſe of Day, when ſoon after all fi- 
ring ceaſed. 


IT 's true, Sir, that you have my Anſwers to 
your Queries under my Hand, and you have now 
my Anſwers to your Replies under my Hand, 
both which you may make what uſe of you ink 
proper; knowing very well, that if you can take 
any Advantage either in defence of your own 
Conduct, or to arraign mine, that you will be 
ſure to do it. And I ſhall therefore be extreme- 
ly careſul in keeping your Queries, as well as 
your Replies to my Anſwers; which are both 
under your Hand, and a great Comfort to me. 


TO 
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T O conclude, Sir, I take upon me to affirm, 
that it was neither in my power, to prevent the 
four Ships of the Enemies getting a-head, either 
by difabling them or obliging them to put afore 
it, unleſs you had, inſtead of making the Signal 
to give over chace, made the Signal for me and 
my Diviſion to give chace : And then, Sir, tho 
I could not have come up to diſable them, yet! 
might have certainly kept them afore it, and 
myſelf with my Diviſion been juſtified in break- 
ing the Line of Battle, which Signal was then 
abroad. 


I MUST not forget to add, that at leaſt 


three of theſe four Ships did not reach the Fire. 


ſhip; I am ſure the ſternmoſt did not fire one 
Shot at her: ſo that in fact they were no great 
hinderance to the Real's being burnt, nor any 
to the Real's falling into your hands; becauſe ycu 
had left the Real, and made the Signal to give 
over chace, before they came near enough to at- 
rackithe Namur. 


R — 


Neptune, in Mahon Hartour, 
16th March, 1743- 


FVice- 


Vic 
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Vice-A 11. & Letter to the 
5— of N — ]e, | 


My L— 5. Neptune, of Mahon, 16759 February, 1743+ 
T T is now become my Duty to take the firſt 

Opportunity of acquainting your Grace, that 
on the 11th February, the Day of the Action 
between his Majeſty's Fleet and the Combined 
Fleets of trance and Spain, that Mr, M Sy 
who had made the Signal for the Line of Battle 
in the Morning, and continued to keep it a- 
broad, by which means no Ship dared to break 
the Line, or give Battle in any other Order 
notwithſtanding which, to my great Aſtoniſh- 
ment, without hinting to me the leaſt Informa- 
tion of his Deſign, or waiting until the Fleet 
had ſtretched a-head; and cloſed in the Line, he 
bore down withthe Marlborough upon the Spaniſh 
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Admiral, whoſe Ship and Squadron were in the +8 

ve Rear of the Enemy's Line, and according to * 
at- A— | NM. s Diſpoſition of Bat- 0 
| tle, ought to have fallen to me and my Di- va 

K WF viſion. And what is equally ſurpriſing, he 9 


attack'd the Enemy when I was a great way a- 

ſtern of him, with all the Sail I could ſpread a- 

broad. Conſequently, my L—d D—e, he de- 

prived himſelf of my Aſſiſtance by his great Im- 

© Patience, in not ſuffering me to cloſe with him, 
| agreeable to a Meſſage ſent to me in the Morn- 

ing by one of his Lieutenants. And although 

not above ſeven Sail of the Enemy engaged, and 
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the Admiral, from the Beginning of this Ac. 
tion, had it in his power to order the follow- 
ing Ships to attack the Sparyh Squadron in 
what manner he thought proper, viz. The 
Namur, Marlborough, Norfolk, Dorſelſpire, So- 
merſet, Eſſex, Princeſſa, Dragon, Rupert, Reyal. 
Oak, Bedford, Berwick, and Kingſton, in all 
thirteen Ships, eleven of which compoſed the 
Center of our Fleet ; yet as he has failed of his 
Attempt, in order to juſtify himſelf, and to lay 


the Blame or Odium upon me, he has arraign'd 


me and my Diviſion : Therefore, for his Mx 
jeſty's Information, and in my own Defence, | 
think it my indiſpenſable Duty to tranſmit to 
you what has paſſed between us ; which are Let. 
ters, his Queries, and my Anſwers ; his Replies 
to them, and my Rejoinder; all which wil 
ſerve to ſhew to your Grace, how much this 
Gentleman has injured me, and how neceſſary it 
is that an Officer of my Rank and Service ſhould 
be juſtified; from ſo violent and undeſerved an 
Attack upon his Honour and Experience, 


I T does not yet become me to trouble you: 
Grace with farther Obſervations, and Animad- 
verſions on the Cauſes of this Miſcartiage ; but 
that you may the better inform yourſelf, I have 
likewiſe taken the liberty to ſend you the Mi- 
nutes of the Proceedings of the Fleet, from the 
time that the Enemy failed out of Toulon, to the 
time I was directed to give over chacing them, 
ſince which we have not ſeen them; tho' at that 

| time 
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time four of the Spaniſh Squadron were diſabled, 


1 and we had a very freſh Gale of Wind, the Wea- 
i ther-Gage, and thereby they rauſt have given up F 
their lame Ships, particularly the Spaniſh Admi- 1 
de ral, or given us Battle, When we had the Supe- of 
yt riority of them at leaſt by thoſe four Ships diſ- 3 
p abled, and one already burnt, 7 
i | BEFORE I take leave of your Grace, I y 
> WW muſt obſerve, that altho? there were many Sig- K 
7 nals made for the Lines of Battle a-head, and 9 
q a- breaſt; yet, I affirm, there never was one 7 
* formed, excepting that Evening we brought to, + 
2 before the Enemy run from us. b i 
5 I HAVE only to add, that, according to iN 
0 the Cuſtom of the Sea, the Day begins at 12 at 1 
a Noon; ſo that the ninth Day is the eighth, by 1 | 
n which Evening and Morning make the Day. 1 
K | am, 5 i 
d ONE: 1 
n My L—D D-, i 


Nour Grace's 


Truly Devoted, 
Humble Servant, 


R 5 L. Ks 
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Pos rs RIP, 


AM forry I ſhould have fo much room ta 
quaint your Grace, that Mr. M=——s, in- 
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ſtead of doing me the Juſtice which 1s due to my 
Character, after ſo violent an Attack, endeavours 
to ſtop the Channel of all Correſpondence be- 
tween your Grace and me, by keeping me en- 
tirely in the dark, where any Ship is bound; 
which has been the Cauſe that you have not re. 
ceived this Packet as ſoon as you may have heard 
from him. So ſevere is my Neceſſity, that I am 
obliged to catch at all Opportunities of addreſſing 
your eee - and 1 hope, not too late, to overtake 


him. 


Adm—I M—ws's Letter of Suſpenſion to 
Vice-A—! ., the Evening after the 
Rejoinder was received. 


x 3 Na mur, Mahon Harbeur, 167 March, 1743. 


HAVE received your Anſwers to my Repli. 
cations to your Anſwers to the Queries] firſt 


ſent you; I ſhould not at preſent, had I time, 


trouble you with any Reply to them, but ſhall 
defer that till my Conduct ſhall be enquired into 
at a Court-Martial. I ſhall therefore content my- 
{elf at this time with acquainting you, that I do 
not think your Anſwers do by any means juſtify 
your Conduct in the late Action; and for fear 
that His Majeſty's Service ſhould ſuffer for the 
future by your Miſconduct, I do therefore judge 
it is my indiſpenſible Duty to order you home, 


where you will have time to prepare yourſelf for 


your own Defence, and likewiſe to make good 


the many Neg of Duty you charge me with 
having 


having 
directe 
Board 
Comr 
rectly 
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Majel 
be kn 
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having been guilty of, You are therefore hereby 
directed and required, forthwith to repair on 
be- Board His Majeſty's Ship the Saliſbury, whoſe 
Commander will have my Orders to proceed di- 
d; rectly with you to England: and I do hereby 
ſuſpend you from all fyrther Authority in His 
Majeſty's Fleet, till His Majeſty's Pleaſure ſhall 


ard 
am be known. I am, 
ing 

© SIR 
ke a 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


Pome 
To R — 4 Lone E; Kc. 


Pice-Adm 1 L——k's Anfwer imme- 
diately upon receiving the Order of Suf- 


penſion. 


S IR, Neptune, Mahon- Harbour, 167 March 1743, et Nig br. 
IT H Pleaſure I have received your Or- 

der of Suſpenſion have taken down my 
Flag; and am, 


8 1 mn. 


2 our moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, 


To ms fro ˙ĩ˙ A 
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A JOURNAL from on. Board of Hu 
MAI ESTV Ship N k, March 
107%, 1743. 


February 8. 

HE Vincbelſea having ſtood a-thwart the 

Petite Paſſe of the Bay of Hieres, hoiſted x 
blue Enſign at the main Top-maſt Head, and 
lower*d it a great many times, as the Signal that 
the French and Spauiſu Squadrons were under Sail, 
coming out of Toulon Road; and the Efjex under 
the Iftand of Horguerole repeating the ſame Signal, 
the Admiral anſwered both, by firing a Gun; 
and made the Signal for the Fleet to unmoor. 
We hove ſhort, the Enemy having ſtood in Shore 
again; we did not weigh, but continued to lee 
Mort all Night, clear for Action. At 8 His Ma 
jeſty's Ships the Oxford and Guernſey got under 
Sail, and went out in the Grand Faſle, to obſer ve 
the Enemies Motions. 


February g. 


AT Eight in the Morning, the Dur ey and 
Xebeck ſailed to the Southward. At Nine, the 
Eſſex made the Signal that the Enemy had got un- 
der Sail; and at Ten o' clock the Admiral having 
made the Signal to weigh, the whole Fleet got 
under Sail with great Chearfulneſs and Expedi- 
tion. Then the Signal was made for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle a-head, the Vice- 


Agmiral's Diviſion leading on the Starboard 


2 Tack. 


Its 
ch 
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Tack. At Eleven, the Signal for Lieutenants on 
hoard of tlie Admiral; and half an Hour after, 
the Signal was made for the Van of the Fleet to 
tack. As the combined Fleets haled their Wind 
and kept to Wind ward, we continued under Sail 
till duſkiſh, and anchored per Signal. The War- 
wick having ſtood in too nigh the Shore by the 
Charter-Houſe, ſhe was obliged to come to an 
Anchor, to ſtrike her Yards and Top-maſts, and 
to lighten, before ſhe got off the Ground again, 
which ſhe did without any Damage, 


February 10. 

AT Six in the Morning, the Fleet weighed 
per Signal; and at Seven the Signal was made 
by the Admiral for the Ships that ted on the 
Starboard Tack to head large: Accordingly the 
Fleet made Sail with little Wind off Shore. At 
ten o'clock ſaw three Ships to the Eaſtward under 
Levant Iſland, which proved to be the Boyre, 
Chicheſter, and a Victualler from Mahon. They 
ſaluted the Admiral, and joined us very oppor- 
tunely ſoon after. —Saw the Enemy, having very 
little Wind, ſtanding towards us in a Line of 
Battle. At the ſame time we had a little Air of 
Wind Eaſterly, with a very high Swell in the 
Southern Paſſage, the Ships being all in a Cluſter 
together, employ'd our Boats to keep clear of 
one another, as did every other Ship; and at 
laſt, with ſome Difficulty, eſcaped Danger. 
At One o' click, proving calm, the Fleet brought 


to by Signal. At Two, we made Sail Ps 
an 
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and the Admiral made the Signal for the Lil 
of Battle a-breaſt : but the Sea and little Wind 
preventing us getting near enough the Enemy 
before Night, who had already brought to in 
Line of Battle; the Admiral at fix o'clock made 
the Signal to bring to on the Larboard Tack, and 
we lay to all Night very nigh the Enemy, with 
Cruizers between us and them, to obſerve the 
Motions : Being little Wind, Cloudy, with a 
ugly Swell, 


February 11, 


IN the Morning, the Enemy appeared to te 
further off than the Night before ; and they hat 
made Sail with little Wind Eaſterly, their Lar- 
board Tacks on Board. The Vice-Admiral 
Diviſion compoſing the Rear of our Fleet, with 
the Larboard Tacks on Board, was not cloſed with 
our Centers, but a great diſtance off; neither was 
the Rear's Diviſion, compoſing the Van of our 
Fleet, ſo cloſe as they ſhould have been. Our 
Fleet made Sail, and the Admiral made the Sig- 
nal for a Line of Battle a-breaſt. Soon after. 
wards the Signal for the Commander in the third 
Poſt to make more Sail; then the Signal for the 
Commander in the ſecond Poſt to do the ſame. 
At eight o'clock, the Signal for the Van of the 
Fleet to lead large, in chace after the combined 
Fleets ſtanding to the Southward : but their Ships 
being all clean, they drew very faſt a-head of us. 
At nine o clock, the Royal-Oak, with two Vic- 
tuallers from Mabon, having fallen in to the Ealt- 
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MET of us very luckily came into the F leet 
Half an Hour after, the Signal for a Line of 
Battle a-head. Ar Ten, the Signal to engage 
the Enemy, which Signal the Raw Adu re- 
peated, tho? the Vice-Admiral did not ; which 
occaſioned various Conjectures. About One 
o'clock the French Fleet going very faſt a-head, 
and leaving the Rear of their Fleet ſome diſtance 
off a-ſtern, which was the Spani/h Squadron; the 
Admiral like himſelf, finding he could not come 
up with them, took this opportunity, and bore 
down with the Marlborough upon the Reval Phi- 
1b, on board of which was Don Navarro, the 
Spaniſh Admiral, and began the Action with great 
Intrepidity. At the ſame time we in the Norfolk 
bore down, and engaged the Spaniſh Admiral's 
Second a-head, till we made her ſick of it, and 
take to her Heels with all her Sails abroad ; not 
daring however to follow her, but compelled to 
keep in the Line of Battle, —A great Uneaſineſs 
to our brave Captain, all the Officers, and Men, 
to continue in this manner idle Spectators. 
Our Rigging, Mafts, and Yards having bee 
much maul'd and ſhatter'd, and tho' we had been 
at it above an Hour and a Quarter, yet we had 
only Twelve Men kill'd, and Twenty-five wound- 
ed. The Ships a-head of us engaged the reſt of 
the Spaniſh Squadron a-head of our Run-away ; 
and the Ships a-ſtern of the Admiral and Maribo- 
rough, engaged the Ships a- ſtern of the Spaniſh 
Admiral.——The Vice, and his Diviſion, having 
not come up, In the mean while Rear-Ad——1 
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(50 
R—9]—y on board of the Barfleur, with the 
Princeſs Caroline his Second, engaged the French 
Admiral with his Diviſion 3 and continued the 
Fight with great Obſtinacy and Judgement, aſ. 
fiſted moſt couragiouſly by the Caroline, till the 
French Admiral with his Seconds run from them, 
alter a very warm Engagement near two Hours 
long. The reſt of our Van keeping their 
Wind with great Diſcretion, prevented the Ene- 
my from Tacking and Weathering upon us, to 
the Applauſe and Reputation of the Officer who 
led ſince, by bearing down upon the Enemy, 
the French muſt have got the better of us, being 
three Ships there to our one, including the Num- 
ber of their Van and Center. Fhe Admiral and 
Marlborough being juſt aboard of one another; 
to avoid which, the Admiral was obliged in the 
Heat of Action to make Sail a-head; his Maſts, 
Yards, and Rigging being much damaged and 
ſhatter*d, ſo that it was with much a-do he 
could work or manage his Ship. In this Condi- 
tion, when the Marlborough's Main and Mizen 
Maſts were ſhot by the Board, and ſtill continued 
to fire upon the Enemy; the Royal Philip be- 
ing altogether diſabled, her Seconds gone, the 
Ships a- ſtern not yet come up, the Anne Galley 
Fireſhip was ordered to prime with the utmoſt. 
Diſpatch, and go down upon the Spaniſh Ad- 
miral and burn him. But the Captain's want of 
Readineſs, and great Delay, were the principal 
Cauſe of preventing the Execution of this Enter- 


prize at the ſeaſonable time ordered and n 
an 


(zr) 
and by ſome unlucky Accident or other ſhe blew 
up along-ſide of the Royal Philip. All her way 
down, the Enemy kept conſtantly firing at her; 
nothing was left un-executed in the Power of the 
Admiral and Marlborough for her Protection: 
yet ſhe unhappily miſcarried, not without poſitive 
Aſſertions, that it was in ſome meaſure owing to 
the Miſconduct or Neglect of ſome Officers, too 
great for me to name; but whether true or falſe, 
will, no doubt, hereafter appear. It is univerſally 
acknowledged, that the Admiral in the Namur, 
the Rear- Amiral in the Barfleur, Captain Corn- 
wall, (whoſe melancholy Fate will ever be la- 
mented as a brave Officer, and his Judgment and 
Reſolution will ever be pointed at, as an Example 
to all others) of the Marlborough, and the Offi- 
cers on whom the Command devolved after his 
Death; Captain Forbes of the Norfolk, and 
Captain Oſburn of the Princeſs Caroline, be- 
haved like great Officers unacquainted with Fear, 
Patriots, and Seamen.— Who did not equally 
do their Duty to their King and Country, in ſerv- 
ing them faithfully, in the Deſtruction of the 
combined Fleets; it is to be hoped Time will 
ew, it does not become me to utter my 
Thoughts; it is too delicate a Subject for me to 
touch upon. In ſpite of the Sterling-Caſtle's 
Endeavours to the contrary, the Van of the French 
Squadron tack'd, which obliged the Rear-Ad- 
mural to tack alſo, in order to come and join 
Our Center; while the French Fleet did not fire 
at our Van, but purſued their Courſe for the 

G 2 Protection 
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Protection and Relief of the Spaniſh Squadron. 


The Powerful, a Spauiſh Ship of 64 Guns, hay 


ing been attacked by the Somerſet, Princeſſa, Bed. 
ford, Kingſton and Berwick, after a reſolute De- 
tence, being diſmaſted, ſtruck ; whereupon ſe. 
veral Hoas boarded her, but the French Fleet 
coming upon them, retook her again, with the 
Lieutenant of the Berwick and twenty-five of ” 
Men.— The Admiral had haled down the Signa 
for the Line of Battle; and at Five o'clock wore 
with his Head in Shore, and made the Signal a- 
gain for the Line of Battle a-head. The Ships of 
the Enemy that were a- ſtern of the Royal Philip 
all day, now having come up to cloſe with their 
Chief, kept firing at the Admiral; the French 
Fleet being alſo joined with the Spaniards, Night 
coming on, Firing ceaſed, and we ſtood with the 
Starboard Tacks in Shore— leaving the major 
Part of the Spaniſe Squadron almoſt deſtroyed 
and torn to pieces. — At Eight o'clock the Sig- 


nal to tack, little Wind variable, with a Swel 
all Night, | 55 


February 12. 

THE Namyr's Maſts having been greatly 
wounded, the Admiral hoiſted his Flag on board 
of the Ruſſel. —At 6 o' Clock ſaw the Enemy 
to Leeward, bearing S. W. b. W. of us, diſtant 
ſix x Leagues the Wind being about N. E. 
At the ſame time obſerv* d the Somerſet to be en- 
gaged with one of the Enemy, at ſome diſtance 
nom their Fleets, They parted after ſeveral 

; Diſc harges. 


# 
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Diſcharges. At 9 o'Clock, the Vice-Admiral 


made 3 Signal for his Diviſion to chaſe to the 
S8. W. At 11, the Admiral made the Sig- 


nal for a Line of Battle a-breaſt, and the whole 
Fleet gave Chace i in a good cloſe Line. But the 
Enemy 1 making what Sail they could from us 
with the crippled Ships, an and there being little 
Wind all Day, at duſkiſh the Fleet brought to, 
in expectation of renewing the Attack next Day. 
At 9 O'Clock, the Eſer ſet fire to the Poder, 
and ſhe burned and blew up in half an Hour, 
being deſerted by the Enemy. 


February 13. 


AT 2 o'Clock in the Morning, the Signal 
was made to make Sail. Accordingly we did, 


blowing pretty freſh at N. E. At Day- break 


ſaw the Enemy bearing about N. N. W. of us, 
juſt able to ſtand with them. The Admiral 
made the Signal for the Vice- Admiral and his 
Diviſion to give Chace and the Fleet followed 
with all their Sail abroad that they could carry: 
but the Enemy” s Ships being all clean, they went 
from us, the Wind increaſing to put us by our 
Top-ſails, many of our Ships being wounded in 
their Maſts; and the Wind alſo favouring them, 
and ſhifting to the N. W. the Admiral made the 
Signal for the Fleet to leave off Chace, and for 
the weathermoſt Ships to bear down into his 
Wake. The Wind continued to blow very 
hard all Night ; and the Fleet lay by under a 
Main- fail. 
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IN this manner did Fate, Miſconduct, and 
Backwardneſs, contribute to the eaſy Eſcape of 
the Enemy, which an Examination into will 
more amply diſcover. As to the particular Loſſes, 
I cannot be exact; therefore I ſhall only fay, 
that, next to the Mariborough, the Rear-Admi. 
ral loſt moſt Men. Next Day, after repairing 
our Loſſes, we made Sail in queſt of the Enemy, 
but could not hear any thing of them. On the 
17th made Sail for Minorca, and diſpatched the 
Sutherland Hoſpital-ſhip into Maben Harbour 
with our wounded Men Afterwards endea- 
voured all we could to get to Windward, leſt in 
our Abſence from Hieres, the Enemy ſhould 
convoy to Lay any Reinforcements with the 
Men of War left in Toulon Harbour-—But af- 
ter ſtruggling in vain with hard Gales of Wind, 
and very bad Weather, many Ships being diſ- 
abled thereby, we bore away the 28th, and next 
Day got into Mahon Harbour, to repair our Loſs 
with great Expedition, to get out to Sea as ſoon 
as poſſible. 


A Letter from the Rupert. 


Rupert, eff Mahon, February 22, 1743-4. 


N the Combined Fleet's haling out into the 
() the Great Road at Toulon, Capt. Norris, 0 
in the Eſſex, was ordered to anchor under Por- for 
querole, with the Chatham and Feverſham, where le⸗ 
he could ſee the Motions of the Enemy's Fleet, B 


£0 
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to make Signals on their Motions of ſailing. Ac- 
cordingly on Wedneſday the 8th of February, at 


half paſt 2 in the Afternoon, the Eſex made the 


Signal of the Enemy's Fleet under Sail. Then 
Ad—1 M——s made the Signal to unmoor. 
We hove ſhort ; and as he ſaw the Enemy ſtand- 


ing in, and anchor again, we continued to lie 
| ſhort at an Anchor, on our Arms all Night; 


the Admiral having detach'd Frigats to lie 


| without the Iſland of Porquerole, to obſerve their 


farther Motions. 


ON Thurſday the gth in the Morning at 6, 
we looſed our Sails; at 9, Capt. Norris made 
the Signal of the Combined Fleet's being under 


Sail; at 10, the Admiral made the Signal to 


weigh; accordingly the whole Fleet got under 
ail. He then made the Signal for the Line of 
Battle a-head with the ſtarboard Tack, the Wind 
then W. N. W. moderate Weather. At halt 
paſt 11, the Signal was made for the Van of 
the Fleet to tack, on ſeeing the Enemy's Fleet 
ſtand in for the Land. We continued plying in 
the Bay of Hieres till Night; then the Signal to 
anchor, 


ON Friday the roth, at 6 in the Morning, 
the Admiral made the Signal to weigh ; we all 
got under Sail, and at 7, the Signal being made 
for the Ships that led on the ſtarboard Tack, to 
lead large, by Noon, we all got out of the 
Bay: then ſaw the Encmy's Fleet to Leeward of 
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us about 3 Leagues, endeavouring to get into 
Toulon, they having little Wind Weſterly, and 
we a ſmall Air of Wind at E. S. E. and variable, 
with a great weſtern Swell, that it was with great 
difficulty, by the help of dur Boats, that we 
could keep ſome of bur Ships from being foul of 
one another. We were then joined by the Boyne 
and Chicheſter from England. At half paſt 2, 
the Signal was made for the Rear-Admiral and 
his Diviſion, to hawl by the Wind. We towed 
with all our Boats, in order to join the Enemy, 
(it being almoſt calm) till g O'Clock; at 6, we 
got within two Leagues of the Enemy's Fleet; 
and the Admiral made the Signal to bring to on 
the Larboard Tack. We accordingly lay to all 
Night; but did not loſe ſight of the Enemy. 


ON Saturday the 11th, at Day-break, we 
found that the Currents had drove us between 
the Enemy and Toulon, Cape Sicie bearing N. 
N. W. tour Leagues, and the Enemy about four 
Miles diſtance from us. At half paſt 6, the Ad- 
mural made the Signal for the Line of Battle a- 
breaſt. We continued edging down on the Enemy, 
who retreated ; and our Ships being very foul, 
we could not get up with the French Fleet, who 
crouded all the Sail they could to get from us; 


nor could our Vice- Admiral or his Diviſion come 


into the Line. The Admiral ſent an Officer to 
thoſe Ships a-ſtern of him, in his own Diviſion, 
to deſire they would keep the Line as cloſe as 
they poſſibly could. At half paſt 8, the Roya! 

Ok 


„ 


| Oak joined us from Mabon; and the Signal was 
made for the Rear-Admiral, and his Diviſion, to 


lead large. At half paſt 9, the Signal was made 


for the Line of Battle a-head ; and at 10, the 


Signal for all the Cruizers, and the Signal to en- 


gage. The Admiral then bore down on the 
| Enemy*s Fleet; and at 1, he was a-breaſt of the 


Real, which was the Centre of the Spaniſh Ships, 
brought to on the larboard Tack, which formed 
our Line on that Tack, and, with the Marl- 


E borough his Second, began to engage the Real 
and her Second the I/ ella; as did the Leaders 


of his Diviſion, with the Leaders of the Spaniſh 
Line; and our Rear-Admiral and his Diviſions 


* thoſe Ships of the French Fleet he could come up 


with, and continueda warm Engagement. The five 
Ships a-ſtern of the Real, not having come up 
to cloſe their Line, had none to engage with till 
half paſt 1; then they began to fire at me and 
the Royal-Oak, which we returned, and began 
to engage, the Wind ſhifting to the N, E. ſhot 
us a-head of them; upon which I yawed to get 
my Ship farther a-ſtern, and brought Part of 
our larboard Side to bear on them : but finding 
they raked us as they came up, I yawed again, 
brought our ſtarboard Side to bear on them, and 


continued our fire, At 3, the Marlborough's 


Main and Mizen Maſts were brought by the 
Board, At 4, the Real was greatly diſabled ; 
then the Admiral made a Signal for the -/:ne-Ga/- 
ley Fire-ſhip to come down and burn her; but 
the blew up a- long fide, without doing Execu- 

14 tion. 
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Diviſion, now came up, and began to fire on 
the five Ships, that we and the Royal-Oak were 
engaged with; then the Admiral hauled down 
the Signal for the Line. I bore down nearer the 
five Spaniſh Ships that were coming up to aſſiſt 
their Admiral, and continued the Engagement, 
At 5, the Marlborough was towed out of the 
Line; the Admiral then made the Signal for the 
Line a-head : we then immediately hauled our 
Wind, aud formed our Line. The Admira 
wore round, which we that were a-ſtern of hi; 
Diviſion, only, did after him. Theſe are th: 
Ships, viz. the Admiral in the Namur, th: 
Dorſetſhire, Eſſex, Rupert, and Royal Oak, tha: 
with the Admiral formed the Line; and with 
theſe we engaged the Real, her Second the If 
bella, and the other five Spaniſh Ships, that by 
this time were come up, and gotinto a cloſe Line 
with their Admiral. The whole French Fleet 
being now got to Windward, and bearing down 
upon us, and Night coming on, Firing ceaſed 
on all ſides, We paſſed on, leaving the Sani 
Ships greatly ſhattered, and almoſt quite diſabled, 
the French Fleet having then joined the Sa- 
niards. There was one of the Spaniſh Ships, 
called the Powerful, of 64 Guns, almoſt beat to 
pieces, which ſtruck to the Berwick ; but he had 
only time to take the Captain and four of the 
principal Officers out, leaving a Lieutenant with 
twenty-three Men in her, which the Spaniards in the 


Night retook, and took all their Men out of her; 
but 


( 59) 


ral's but next Evening we came up with her, and 
e on Capt. Norris was ſent to burn her; which he did, 
were and ſhe blew up in a little leſs than half an Hour, 


lown Three Gentlemen layclaim to the Honour of her; 
r the but who did her the moſt Damage 1s quite un- 
aſſiſt certain. Upon the whole, it can be only ſaid, 


that it was a running, harum-ſcarum Action. 
The French Ships ſailed five Foot to our one; 
and the Spaniſh Ships out-faiked moſt of ours, 
which gave them great Advantages, I think, but 
E ſixteen Ships of ours did engage; we fairly beat 
them out of the Seas; but moſt of our Ships 
that engaged, had their Maſts diſabled, except 
myſelf, I came off without my Maſts being 
hurt, having only four Men wounded ; but my 


with Sails and Kigging pretty much ſhattered. Tho' 
Ie. I was as much in the heat of the Fire as any 
t by Ship that did engage, e::cept the Marlborough, 
Line and Adm | M— ws himſelf in the 


Namur, who firſt began the Engagement ; and 
you'll obſerve, as I ſaid before, that I was an un- 
eaſy Spectator ſor above half an Hour, having 
no body to engage with, till thoſe five Spaniſh 


led, Ships came up. Rear- Adm— I R——wl—y, 
92 and his Diviſion, finding the French endeavour- 
nips, ing to get the Wind of us, immediately hauled 
u to the Wind, and prevented them. The Vice-Ad- 


miral and his Diviſion could not come in. At 

Eight that Night, the Admiral made the Signal 
to tack. We had it almoſt quite calm, and little 
Wind quite round the Compaſs all Night. 


Hs: ON 
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ON Sunday the 12th in the Morning, the Ad- 
miral's Ship having received ſome Damage in 
her Maſts, he hoiſted his Flag on board the 
Ruſſel. At Six, we ſaw the Enemy to Leeward, 
bearing about W. S. W. of us, diſtant 7 Leagues 
we had then the Wind at E. N. E. upon which 
we bore away aſter them with all the Sail we 
could croud. At Seven, we ſaw the Somerſet 
engaged with one of the Spaniſh Ships that by 
Accident had fallen in with him, then four Mils 
diſtant from our Fleet; the Spaniard got away, 
after being engaged half an Hour. At Nine, 
the Signal was made for the Vice-Admiral, and 
his Diviſion, to chace to the S. W. At Eleven, 
the Signal for the Line a- breaſt. According 
we all bore down in a good Line, and the French 
ſtood away from us, with all the Sail they could 
make; we had but very little Wind all Day: 
but by Six we got within three Miles of them, 
and brought to with our Larboard Tacks, in 
hopes of attacking them in the Morning. The 
Burford this Night joined us from England, ard 
tell into the Line, 


ON Monday the 13th at Two in the Morning, 
the Signal was made to make Sail, perceiving 
the Enemy's Fleet to make Sail from us. 4t 
Day-light we ſaw them bearing about Weſt of 
us, ſeven or eight Leagues, and the Wind flying 
about to the N. N. W. We could but juſt lay 
up with them, The Signal was then made for 

| 6 che 


( 61) 
che Vice-Admiral to ſend Ships to chace, and 
we purſued with the whole Fleet after them with 
all the Sail we could croud ; but they being all 
clean, we could not perceive that we came up 
| with them. And at Nine the Wind coming to 
the Eaſtward, and blowing very hard, and ſeveral 
of our Ships having their Maſts much wounded, 
| the Admiral made the Signal to leave off chacing, 
| and for the Weathermoſt Ships to bear down to 
| him. It blew ſo hard, that it put us by the Top- 
ſails z and at Noon we lay too under a Mizen, 


and at Night under a Main Sail, the Wind till 
Eaſtwardly. 


ON Tue/day the 14th by Noon, being mode- 
rate, the Ships had then moſtly repaired their 
Damages; we made Sail to the N. W. in hopes 
to meet them, and continued that Day and Night 
making Sail in for the Shore, 


ON WÜedneſday the 15th at Day-light, we ſaw 1 
Cape Creaux N. by W. 7 Leagues; and at EY 


Seven the Admiral made my Signal, and ordered 48 
me, with the Vinchelſea, to go into the Bay of 4 
Roſes, to ſee if I could diſcover any of the Ene- 3 


mies Ships there: which we accordingly did; but 
finding none there joined the Fleet by Night. 
Thenwe all proceeded off of Cape Bajolion, on the 
Iſland of Minorca, where we got ſafe the 17th. 
{ compute our Loſs of Men killed and wounded 
to be near 400, This is the beſt Account I can 

give; 
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give; but as far as I relate, you may depend upon 
it to be Fact. 0 


CAPTAIN Cornwall was killed in the Ac. 
tion on Board the Marlborough ; but to the eter. 
nal Honour of his Memory, he died like a Hero, 
worthy the greateſt Praiſe of his King and Coun- 
try. Captain Ruſſe] of the Namur had his Arm 
ſhot off. Lord Forbes wounded by a Splinter, 
but not ſo as to do him much hurt. Lieutenant 
Frederick Cornwall commanded the Marlborough, 
after his Kinſman, Captain Cornwall, was killed; 
he had his Arm ſhot off in the Action. Admin 
K—wl—y was ſmartly engaged with the Frech 
Commodore; he has loſt 

and his Ship much ſhatter'd, 


Jonn A—— 
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| ACory e LETTER from on Beard 
11 Namur, dated at Sea 12th of Fe- 


bruary, 1743. 


H E French and Spaniſh Fleets failed out 
of Toulon, as did A I M- 


| his Britannick Majeſty's Fleet from Hieres-Bay, 


Ss with 


| ſtanding towards the Enemy; but could not 
come up with them that Night. The 11th in the 
; Morning, we made a Signal for the Line a- 
E inal. A——— Af s and his Squadron 
; ſtood for the Center of the French Fleet ; but 
finding we could not come up with them to en- 
cage, the Admiral bore down to the Spaniſh 
Squadron, and at halt paſt Twelve the Namur 
was along-ſide the Real of 114 Guns, and 1300 
Men. At this time we were within Piſtol-ſhot 
of him. Then the Admiral ordered us to begin, 
which was done accordingly by a Gun from our 


Quarter-Deck ; the Real returned it with a whole 


Broadſide: ſo at it we went, with Courage and 
Reſolution. The Marlborough was our Second, 
commanded by Captain Cornwall, who behaved 


like a great and good Man, till an unfortunate 


Shot took off both his Legs; ſoon after which 
the 
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the Enemy ſhot away his Main and Mizen Matis, 
and by the Fall of theſe, that unfortunate and 
brave Gentleman's Death was compleated. The 
Lieutenants fought as bravely afterwards, the firſt 
of which ſoon loſt his Arm. The Spaniſb Ad. 
miral was ſeconded by the S/. Iſabella, a 64 Gun- 
Ship, and ſupported by ſix more Spaniſh Ships ; 
who kept all a continual Fire on the Namur and 
Marlborough, during moſt part of the Engage- 
ment, which lafted near fix Hours. We a 
this time had our Squadron to the Windward 
of the Enemy, and about one Mile and half 
Diſtance. The Admiral ſeeing that His Majeſty's 
Ships the Dor/etſhire, Eſſex, Royal Oak, and 
Rupert, did not bear down to his Aſſiſtance, ſent 
his Boat on board the Dor ſelſbire, to order them 
to bear down, and engage the Enemy ; but her 
Captain did not think proper. The fame Boat 
called on board the E. and deſired them like. 
wiſe; but the C. had lately married a hand- 
ſome Wife at Mahon, and could not come; nel- 
ther did any of the reſt, but bravely ſtood the 
Battle at that diſtance, Had they come down to 
our Aſſiſtance, we muſt unavoidably have de- 
ſtroy'd moſt of the Spaniſh Fleet, if not all; and 
ſhould have been able to have given a good ac- 
count of the French. At Three o Clock the Ad- 


miral made a Signal for the Anne Galley Fireſh ip 
(6 
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to bear down to the Real, in order to board her, 


and burn her; but as ſhe came near the Real, the 
Enemy turned her Guns at her; and when ſhe was 
within a Cable's Length of the Real, Captain Mac- 
key ſet fire. As ſoon as the Real ſaw her on fire, 
they poured into her Bows a Number of Shot, which 
immediately ſunk her ; when ſhe ſunk, ſhe was 
not her Length from the Real, and went down 
all in a Blaze: There was loſt in her Captain 
Mackey, his Lieutenant, and Gunner. We at 
this time lay right a-head of the Enemy, with 
all our Rigging, Maſts, and Yards ſhot to pieces, 
and could not get the Ship about to aſſiſt the 
Marlborough, excepting our Stern Chace-Guns, 
which we kept playing warmly on the Rea] : but 
all this time we ſtood the Fire of fix of our Ene- 
mies, raking us fore and aft, and thoſe noble 
Captains of the Ships before- mentioned never 
came to our Aſſiſtance; but I hope will meet 
with Juſtice. 


THE Honour of the Britiſb Nation ſuffered 
much this day, by the Behaviour of the Com- 
manders, I won't ſay it was Cowardice, or 
Treachery; but I leave that to the World to 
judge. Adm—1 R—wi—y in the Barfleur, en- 
gaged the French Admiral, and obliged him to 

1 run. 
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run. The Barfleur was ſeconded by the Prince 
Carolina, which behaved very well; as did four 
or five more, which is the moſt I can ſay. We 
took one Spaniſh Ship of 64 Guns, and burnt 
her; her Maſts were all ſhot away, and her Hull 
all to pieces. We loſt in the Namur about 23 
Men, and near 50 wounded 3 among which 13 
our Captain Ruſſel, who loſt his Arm cloſe to his 
Body, but is likely to do well; the Mar/borough 
had 40 killed and 100 wounded, What the reſt 
loſt, I cannot tell. The French and Spaniard; 
conſiſted of 28 Sail of the Line, and 7 Frigats, 
Fireſhips, &c. Ours conſiſted of 28 Sail of the 
Line, 10 Frigates, and 2 Fireſhips. 


HERE yon have a Liſt of the Ships that 
engaged *, Namur, Norfolk, (bravely); as did 
the Marlborough, Somerſet, Berwick, and Bar- 
the Princeſſa, Bedford, and Dorſet- 


nothing of A—1 ZL—4, nor of his Diviſion 
and as I can't fay any thing in that Admiral's 
Favour, I chuſe to be filent ; but certain it is 
they: did not engage. We ſaw the Enemy next 

| Morning 


Ahe Admiral's of the 2gth February, printed in the Ca- 
rette, ſays, that the Somerſet, Princeſſa, Dragon, Bedford, 
Ang. fon and Berwick engaged the Spaniards a- head. 
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Morning at a great Diſtance ; they run away as 
faſt as they could, and being all clean Ships had 
the heels of us much. We are now in the Gulf 
of Lyons cruizing to get Intelligence of them. 
Nothing could behave finer than the Admiral, 
who expoſed himſelf all the time of Action, on 
the Arm-Cheſt, Quarter-Deck, and Round- 
Houſe, Captain P—s, of the Dunkirk, is ſuſ- 
pended ; as I hope a great many more will ſoon 
be. The Marlborough is at Mahon ſo bad, that 
ſhe will not come out theſe four Months ; the 
jdt of the Fleet will be out in four Days, 
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REMARKS 


NARRATIVE: 


WIT H 


ANSwIE RS to that PAMPHLET, 


T is not now material to the Public to diſpute 
or deny the Diſpatch that was made by A— 
L——+, in Equipping the Fleet for the Sea, 
while A—1 H——& was out of Order. Nor 
that he defeated by his Vigilance and Conduct 
the Enemy's Deſigns by deſtroying their Em- 
barkations, and preventing Don Philip's getting 
into /taly by Sea, with ſtrong Reinforcements 
and Supplies to the Spaniſh Army, That the 
Fleet was kept in conſtant Readineſs and exact 
Diſcipline for Action and Service, which truck 


a Panick in the French and Spaniards at Toulon: 


That he adventured into Hieres Bay, and was the 


firſt Officer that found it out to be ſo commo- 
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dious, and well ſituated for the Preſervation of 
the Fleet from hard Gales of Wind and ſtormy 


| Weather. That when his Majeſty's Service 


called Mr. Y to be abſent from the Fleet, 
— k commanded it, becoming 
an Officer of his Judgment and Experience; al- 


vays upon the look · out to annoy and diſtreſs the 
Enemy. That he judiciouſſy detained the Bar- 
| feur from going to Mahon, at a time when the 


Enemy was very forwatd in their Equipment. 


E Theſe Tranſactions have little or no Relation 
E with the Engagement, or the Point in queſtion; 
| and how much ſoever they may merit Applauſe, 
vill not extenuate a Backwardneſs or Neglect in 
| ny other Service. 


4 


But it can never be al- 
kdged, that Mr. . either burnt, or cauſed 


to be burnt the Spaniſb Galleys at St. Tropez, or 
| the Seventy-Gun Ship at Corfica, ſecured and 
t fortified Nice and Villa-Frunca, from the Attack 
of the Enemy above two Summers. Neither can 
it be ſaid, that he ftationed the particular Cruizers, 


which deſtroyed the Privateers, and took the 


| vaſt Riches in the Romney's and Shorebam's 
Prizes. Mr. Aan received no Orders from 
| him on his Expedition to Naples, where he forc'd 
| Don Carlos into a Treaty of Neutrality ; nor 
Pas the Republick of Genoa prevailed upon by 


him, 
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(70) 
kim, or in conſequence of any Orders from fim, Mp fe!) pro 
to ſend to Corfica all the Spaniſh Ammuniticy rtſdictior 
that had eſcaped our Cruizers, kament.: 

Men of 

THE Author of the Narrative, p. 4. wiſhes WE trained 

for a parliamentary Enquiry, and ſays, As the ſp their 
« Miſcarriage is at leaſt of an equal Importance ud Ex 
« with the unhappy Porteous's Affair, and then | tt Judg 
<« every thing will be ſeen to the bottom. Altered WF the La 
« and forg'd Log-Books will be diſcovered, by Wi lis Re: 
« whom ſuperviſed ; together with the Subor- conſtitu 
« nation of Evidence, to ſupport theſe Iniquitie- Wi er- Off 
«© The known Partiality of Courts-Martial wil WW Neglec 
cc be baffled ; the Prejudices and Paſſions of fuch | of Diſc 
&© Men, who ordinarily act either from Ambi- War; 
« tion and Intereſt, or falſe Gratitude and Af. Ave Se 
„e fection, will be triumphed over, Sc. | 


| where: 
| their 1 
Life, 
; dear ti 


WE will not ſay that he is afraid of truſting 
his Cauſe to his Peers; for it is certain, that 20 


Inquiries and Examinations into Affairs of ſuch ; pend « 


Importance, are calculated for the Service of the tit bei 
King, and the Advantage of the Subject. But WW © * 
it may happen, that other important Services, | Coun 

| $acrif 


more immediately neceſſary for the Support and 

Well-being of the Nation, will not admit of falſe 

ſuch a parliamentary Inquiſition : beſides, this lever 
very 8 
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tery properly comes within the Province and Ju- 
tiſdiction of our Courts-Martial enacted by Par- 


iament.— It will ever be acknowledged, that 
Men of the ſame Profeſſion, who have been 


E trained up and educated in the Service, ſpent 
| their whole Life-time in acquiring Knowledge 
and Experience, are better qualified and able to 
be Judges, than Men that are unacqainted with 
the Laws of War. And, no doubt, it was for 
tis Reaſon, that the Wiſdom of Parliament have 
conſtituted theſe Courts of Enquiry to conſiſt of 
| S&&a-Officers, as the proper Judges of all ſorts of 
Neglect of Duty in Naval Affairs, the Breach 
ef Diſcipline, or the Violation of the Articles of 
War; and have accordingly empowered them to 
© give Sentence againſt all ſuch negligent Perſons, 
| wherever the leaſt Crime ſhould appear. Here 
their Honour and Conſcience are at ſtake ; their 
Life, their Reputation, Eſtate, and every thing 
dear to an honeſt Man, in a great meaſure de- 
| pend on their Juſtice, and Impartiality 7 And can 
tt be imagined, that they will ever ſuffer an Offi- 
| cer, who has deſerved well of his King and 
Country in the Execution of his Duty, to fall a 
| Sacrifice to Whiſpers, deceitful Inſinuations, and 
filſe and private Accuſations. 
| never be preſumed ;z why then theſe baſe Imputa- 
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ns (72) 
tions? When it is more reaſonable to expect, that 
the Infirmity of human Nature would lead them 
to be compaſſionate and indulgent, tender and 
careful of the Honour and Reputation of the 
Brotherhood *, than to convict without Evidence, 
and to condemn withoat Mercy. 


THE Author of the Narrative exults and ex: 
preſſes his Surprize that Mr. L——-c, who by 
his Account deſerves a Triumph more than x 
Suſpenſion, was not fuſpended for his Miſcon. 
duct the Moment after this unfortunate Miſca: 
riage; but on the contrary, ſuffered to continue 


in his Authority next day, when a more gener 


Action was expected. This appears to be a cer 
tain Proof of A—— N s Moderation 
and Patience : Probably Miſconduct, even con- 
fidering the A Ps Situation, did appear on 
the Day of Action; but more and more Proof 
offering afterwards by frequent neceſſary Infor- 
mations and Enquiries, yet as there never had 
been any great Harmony and Agreement between 
them, an extraordinary Delicacy to prevent the 
leaſt Suſpicion of Malice prevailed upon A——t 
M-—s to ſend Al] I- Letters ſtating the 
Facts: and as the Anſwers thereto did not give 
Satisfaction, 

* The Caſe of the Earl Jorrington, when tried at a Court- 


Martial for the Loſs of the Battle of Beachy-Head. 


Catisf 
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Satisfaction, or juſtify the accuſed Gentleman's 
Conduct, after mature Deliberation, in ſupport 
of the King's Service, and in conſideration of 
| the dangerous Conſequences of Miſconduct for 
| the future in the Performance of the Public Ser- 
vice, made the Suſpenſion abſolutely neceſſary. 
| To have continued A——1 L——+ in his Au- 
| thority, after an Accuſation of ſo heinous a Na- 
ture, without being enquired into, might have 
| turned out, if poſſible, a greater Grievance and 
| national Calamity ; and what A 1 2M D 
could not have anſwered to his Royal Maſter and 
| his Country. 


Page 13, NARRATIVE, 


| AL M Ss in the Year 1721, 
| * was diſpatch'd on an Expedition to the Eaſt- 
| © Indies, and returned home again in the Year 
“ 1724; after having executed the Errand he 
| © was ſent on to ſo good a purpoſe, that the 
| Eaſt-India Directors never afterwards made 
| © any Application for any more of His Majeſty's 
| “Ships to go into thoſe Seas to protect their 
Trade. He had the Reſignation to live 
| © Eighteen Years a-ſhore, and fee many junior 
| © Captains made Admirals ; but now ſuch was 
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<< rietce, that he was prevailed upon to go to 
« Sea; and he was appointed Vice-Admiral of 
« the Red Squadron of His Majeſty's Fleet, and 
« Commander in Chief in the Mediterranean,” 


A DIGRESSION from the Subject, ſo in- 
vidious and rude, brought in without any Shew of 
Reaſon, deſerves no Anſwer ; the Intention of i 
is plain and obvious, and needs no Explanation 
to detect the Malice: and it is to be wonder'd 
at, that a Remark of this kind ſhould come from 
that Quarter. However, it is to be obſerved, 
that A——1 M. s upon this occaſion wi 
ohly reſtored to his proper Rank in the Navy, 
what his Services and Merit entitled him to. In 
a Letter lately publiſhed, there is ſomething, ex- 
tremely applicable, which we tranſcribe in anſwer 
to this Paragraph. As it is a known Maxim 
& of our Law, That the King can do no wrong; 
„ founded, as I apprehend, on the Perſuaſion 
* that the Crown never does ſo, but from the 
« Mifinformation of thoſe whoſe reſpective Pro- 
* vinces are to inform His Majeſty of the par- 
& ticular Affairs under their Care: The firſt 
« Suggeſtion that naturally occurs to an Officer 
that has the fulleſt Teſtimony in his Cuſtody 

6 of 
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« of having happily ſerved His Majeſty in the 
« Command he was intruſted with, to his Royal 
« Approbation,'is, That your firſt Commiſſioner 
4 muſt either inform his Majeſty that I was 
dead, or have laid ſomething to my Charge, 
| « rendering me unfit to riſe in my Rank in the 
Royal Navy.” 

| ALONG tedious Digreſſion about Acade- 
mies, altogether foreign to the Relation, and the 
| Title of the Pamphlet, is inſerted purely to make 
a Compliment, at the Expence of a worthy Gen- 
 tleman, univerſally eſteemed, who never failed in 
| the Execution of his Duty, or neglected taking 
| the neceſſary Meaſures that were in the power of 


ö the Governour of the Academy at Poriſinouib, 


| for the Inſtruction of Youth, and training them 
| up in the Service. 


THE next Obſervation of Spleen: and Ill nature 
ſhews itſelf, when Mr. R—w/—y hoiſts his Flag; 
which Promotion, it ſeems, obliged a ſenior Cap- 
tain to reſign his Commiſſion, and leave the Ser- 
vice; a Gentleman of great Experience and Me- 
tit, according to the Narrative. — On the con- 
trary, this Pamphlet ſays, that A— I R—wi—y 
having been always employ'd on the 1r:fþ Station 
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till hitherto, had not the opportunity of acquiring 
Experience and Knowledge in his Profeſſion, 
What can ſo much Envy and Reflection proceed 
from ? Since this worthy Officer in the Battle be- 
haved with extraordinary Bravery, and great 
good Conduct; in which he has deſervedly met 
with the Applauſe of his Sovereign, and the ge- 
neral Eſteem of Mankind, and now juſtly re- 
warded with the Command of His Majeſty's 
Fleet in the Mediterranean, as an Admiral who 
has proved himſelf to be well qualified, and equal 
to ſo extenſive an Undeitaking, 


THIS Author is very frank in extolling, and 
dwells tediouſly on the Praiſes of particular Peo- 
ple, while he ſpits out the Bitterneſs of his Heart 
with great Gall and Impartality, at others e- 
qually deſerving, at leaſt in ſome Part of their 
Conduct by his own Confeſſion ; ſuffering no 
Opportunity to eſcape him where he can poſſibly 


fling a bitter Invective, and prove his Envy and 
Aſperſion. | 


THE Fleet, before it failed out of Hieres- 
Bay in purſuit of the Enemy, was allowed even 
by him to be in great good Order, all the ne- 
ceſſary Preparations excellent and prudent in their 

| | kind 
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kind made, for the Attack and Overthrow of 
| the Combined Fleets; Cruizers ſtationed at the 
| Tland ot Porguerole and Toulon Harbour, to ob- 
ſerve every Motion that the Enemy made. Many 
| different Officers are applauded ; but the Prin- 
| cipal, by whoſe Orders they acted, and were 
directed, and by the ſtrict Execution of which 
| they received his Approbation and Praiſe, is 
never mentioned ſuitable to his Rank and Merit, 
| or indeed with common good Manners. — After 


o obvious a Partiality, who can depend on 
any Part of his Relation, when Prejudice and 


| Paſſion are ſo notoriouſly predominant, and he 
| is thus tranſported beyond the Bounds of all De- 
cency and Decorum. The Impatiznce of many 
| of the Ships the ſecond Day they got under Sail, 
| isexpatiated upon, as if the Admiral was an- 
| ſwerable for the Faults of others, and the bad 


Conſequences of too much Spirit, Warmth, 
and Eagerneſs; or could have foreſeen that a 
Calm would have enſued in the Grand Paſſage, 
with ſo a high Sea, to have endanger'd thoſe 
Ships falling on board of one another. 


BEING very little Wind all Day, fo as 
not to be able to come up with the Enemy, the 
Admiral at Night made the Signal for the Fleet 
- to 
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to bring. to on the larboard Tack. Here the 
Narrative affirms, that the Fleet was not at al 
formed in a Line of Battle, nor in a Diſpoſi. 
tion to receive an Enemy; the Rear-Admira!'; 
Diviſion being ſtraggled, and a great way a. 
ſtern of the Center, and the Vice-Admiral', 
Diviſion, neither of which were cloſed, nor a. 
breaſt of one another. Contrary to this, the Ac- 
count by Authority does not complain of the 


| Backwardneſs or Slowneſs of the Rear-Admi 


ral and his Diviſion ; but obſerves, that our Cen. 
ter was fo near the Enemy, that the Admiral 
could count the Enemy's Ships after the Moon 
was down, but could not at the fame time ſee 
Vice-A— 1 L—& and his Squadron; he hay- 
ing brought to ſo far to Windward, that when 
it was Dawning, and the Admiral had made Sail, 
and the Signal for the Line a-breaft, the Vice- 
AI was full five Miles a-ſtern of him. 


IN this, ſome private Accounts agree; like. 
wiſe the Accounts from the Nor and R—t, 
The Queſtion then which ariſes here, is, If A—] 
L—k had been ſo near the Enemy with his Di- 
viſion a-breaſt with the Center, fo as to be able 
to count their Ships, whether he would have 
been at fo great a Diſtance in the Morning from 
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A] M———5? Or if he he obſerved him- 


ſelf to be that Diſtance a-ftern of the Admiral, 
when the Signal was made to. bring to, whether 
the Rules of Diſcipline, War, and Policy did 
not require him to keep all his Sail abroad, un- 
| til he was up a-breaſt, and cloſed well with the 
| Center, before he brought to with his Diviſion ? 


IN Order to captivate and enſnare the Igno- 
| rant the more, greater Streſs than ordinary is 
kid on Order and Diſcipline, a Line of Battle at 
lrge is explained, the Advantage of its Cloſe- 
neſs and Exactneſs; the formidable Strength, in 
being at all times able to aid and aſſiſt one ano- 


{ ther in repulſing the Enemy, are often repeated. 


In ſupport of theſe Maxims, the Inſtructions 
are often quoted; the fad. Conſequences of break- 
ing the Line of Battle are mentioned; and the 
abſolute Neceſſity of frequently exerciſing the 
Fleet, and drawing it into Lines of Battle, a- 
greeable to the Cuſtom of the Navy, and the In- 
ſtructions given to all Admirals. 


PROB ABL Y the French did equip Veſ- 
ſels on purpoſe for the Inſtruction of their young 


Officers: That the Admiral did not exerciſe the 


Fleet ſo frequently as his Inclinations led him to 
fa 


_ P - 2 
_ r — 


—_—_ _ : — — * 
—— * be 


— » ws» 
— INST. 
— „ 


— — 


1 


Cr. 1 — 2 
EE \ 7 4+ i 

L Py Fr ſl we * E „4 * 
1 1 — ** 


—— 


— 


— — — 
— 


— IS FA 
* 3 -- 
SS. — - 
— — — "wee 


* 


* 
— — 


| 
Mo 
fi 
7 
. $2 
: 


80) 

do, proceeded, 4 Wei the many diffe- 
rent Irons he had in the Fire, which rendered it 
inconſiſtent with the neceſſary Services elſewhere. 
His Majeſty's Commands, the Diſpoſition cf 
the Enemy, his Duty - in regard to their Mo. 
tions, the Number of Cruizers continually em- 
ployed on ſo many different Stations, to execute 
the different Duties required of him, the Necel- 
fity of Guarding well the Coaſts of Catalonia, 
Provence, ltaly, and allowing for diſabled Ships, 
would not ſuffer their being together to practiſe 
theſe Exerciſes. Add to this, the Neceſſity of 
the Admiral's Abſence with ſome Part of the 
Fleet at Genoa and Y:/la-Franca ; performing 
Services, which would admit of no Delay, and 
were indiſpenſibly neceſſary towards the Preſer. 
vation of the-Liberties of Europe, and to 7taly, his 
particular Charge. þ 


 HIERES-BA 4 according to the Narra- 
tive, was the grand Rendezvous, where the 
Cruizers after being relieved came, were victu- 
alled, wooded, water'd, refitted, and then or- 
dered to Sea again. Indeed the Three- deck Ships 
conſtantly lay there, (which were not above 


eleven Sail) more than they would have done, 


for fear of being crippled and diſabled, as Stores 
of 
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bf all kinds were wanted, the Admiral's Judg- 
ment would not ſuffer him to hazard them at Sea, 
as the Conſequences might have been very fatal, 
and by ſuch a Meaſure perhaps have given the 
Enemy the ſuperiour Strength. All the Two- 
Deck Ships were continually employed on dif- 


| ferent Stations in ſupport of the King's Allies, 


and preventing the Spanih Army in 1taly fromi 
receiving Supplies and Reinforcements. To have 


called them in merely for the fake of Exerciſes 
ef this ſort, and thereby neglected theſe impor- 
| tant Services, and His Majeſty's expreſs Com- 
| mands, might have given a certain Advantage 
to the Enemy, in letting flip an Embarkation on 
which depended the Fate of 7aly : Such a Con- 


duct could never have been prudent, nor what 


| the Tenor of the Admirals Inſtructions would 
© ſuffer him to do. — It is eaſy to find 
fault, and caſt Reflections; that, every empty- 


: headed 'Man has in his power to do: Bur the 
: point is, whether he does it juſtly or unjuſtly, 
and whether his Obſervations and Cenſures will 
; bear a diſpaſſionate Examination. Every impar- 


tial Perſon will acknowledge that the Strength 


| of our Fleet in the Mediterranean, was but very 


little fuperior to the Force of the conjunct Fleets 3 
the various Services, beſides being only a Match 
L for 


(82) 
for the Enemy, which equally required the Admi- 
ral's Care and Attention, prove the Severity of his 
Taſk, with the Diſadvantages and Difficulties of 
performing all the Services expected of him. The 
Ships were foul, they could rot poſſibly keep 
the Sea perpetually ; neither would the Admiral 
unhappy Situation, nor the Condition of the Ene- 
my, ſuffer him to ſend Ships to Minorea to be 
cleaned and refitted. The Coaſt was kept lined 
and guarded. His Complaints to the Sec—ry 


of S——te and L-—— ds of the Adm lty 
repreſenting the Neceflity of ſending him Sup. 


plies of Ships and Stores, were frequently re. 
peated and juſtly ſtated; but nevertheleſs we find 
him leftto ſtruggle with theſe almoſt inſurmount- 
able Difficulties, and to overcome them how he 
could. In ſo vigilant an Exertion of every Part 
of the King's Commands, we ſhould rather 
wonder, how he was able to do ſo much ; con- 
fidering his unfortunate Circumſtances, and re- 
erated Applications for Redreſs, without the 
good Fortune of Succeſs. This is not all; the 
Buſineſs of Plenipotentiary tothe ſeveral Princes and 
States of 7taly, took up a great part of his Time; 
ſo that from Four o'Clock in the Morning till 
late at Night, he was for ever employed in dif- 


patching and receiving, and executing, according 
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2 

| to the different Intelligence, the wiſeſt Mea. 
All his Time be- 
ing devoted to the Service of his King and 


Country. 


if ſures to be taken thereon. 


WE find it to be the latter End of December 
1743, when he returned from Turin to the Fleet 
at Hieres. Before which time, in conſequence 
of the Enemies Preparations, Expreſſes had been 
| ent every where, to gather all the Strength 
© together, to be able to encounter with the Ene- 
my; and it was the Beginning of February before 
al the Line- of- Battle Ships arrived: a near Pinch, 
ss the combined Fleets came out to Sea the Sth 
ef the ſame Month. This was the firſt time 
© that ſo many of our Ships had been together, 
| ſince the Admiral commanded them, and the 
b only time that the Exigencies of His Majeſty's 
ö Commands, and the Security of his Allies would 
admit of it; conſequently exerciſing the Fleet in 


0 
e Linne of Battle, was for the above Reaſons ren- 
4 cer'd till now impracticable. 


T1160 be obſerved, that the Account by 
; Authority mentions the Diſtance the Vice-Ad- 
| miral was from the Admiral on the Day of Bat- 


| te. The Account from the M— & ſays allo, 
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that the Vice-Admiral's Diviſion was a great 
Diſtance from the Center; and that the Van of 
our Fleet, meaning the Rear-Admiral's Diviſion, 
was not ſo well cloſed with the Center, as it 
ſhould have been. And the Account from the 
R z ſays, that the Vice-Admiral, and his 
Diviſion, could not come into the Line of Bat. 
tle; from which it is certain, there was ſuch 2 
Diſtance between the Center and the R ear of cur 
Fleet as five Miles. But none of theſe Ac- 
counts mention, that the Center was not in a 
proper Diſpoſition to attack the Enemy ; quite 
the contrary : whereas the Narrative affirms 
not only the Van and Rear of the Fleet to be in 
Diſorder and Confuſion ; but that the Center 
was not cloſed conformable to the Fighting In- 
ſtruEtions and Diſcipline ; and as it out-failed the 
Wings, and continued its Courſe in Diſorder, 
without ever laying by for them, the Neglect or 
.Fault of not forming is very obvious, and may 
juſtly be imputed to the Center. With regard 
to the Conjunct Fleet * out- ſailing our Fleet, it is 
univerſally acknowledged: and that the French 
Admiral made Sail, going very faſt from us, 
leaving the Spaniſh Ships a good way a-ſtern of 


him, 


Account by Authority, Narrative, Rupert's, Norfoli'st 
and Namu 's Letter. 


him, | 
interce 
from 

Miſco! 
Spaniſ 


ſo it c 


be ſo b 


the N. 


blame 
to ſna 
vill d 
; was N 
cable 


taken 


could 


whicl 


© glori« 


its C 
of W 


Dy 


follow 
Ori ei 


Void 


eat 


; blame A 


(8) 
kim, by which means a fair Opening was left for 
intercepting and cutting off the Spaniſh Squadron 
from the Center of their Fleet. Whether this 
Miſconduct proceeded from the Overſight of the 
Spaniſh or French Admiral, is not material; but 
ſo it certainly happened, and is acknowledged to 
be ſo by the Particular Account, Fc. The Father of 
the Narrative. What impartial Perſon then can 
| M———cs for bearing down 
to ſnatch fo eaſy a * Victory? For, ſurely, no one 


will diſpute that the Deſtruction of the Spaniards 
vas not by this Conduct rendered very practi- 
cable; and had every Officer done his Duty, and 


taken his proper Share of the Battle, nothing 


could have prevented their total Overthrow 


which had all the happy Omens of an Action 


glorious in the Performance, and extenſive in 
its Conſequence. Did not then all the Rules 
of War, and Prudence, prompt the Admiral to 


this 


* M. de Court ſays, in his Letter to the Biſhop of Neunte, 
that at the Beginning of the Battle he ſaw only the Orient 
following the Serious, and the America, which followed the 


Orient, which were in the proper Poſts ; there was a great 
Void between this laſt Ship and thoſe that preceded the Raya! 


Philip, and a much greater between thoſe that followed her ; 


and this Confuſion induc'd Admiral M. s, Who was on the 
very Point of attacking the French Admiral, to tack with the 
ſtrongeſt Ships, to ſurround the Reyas Philip, and the four 
Ships with her. 
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(86) 
this Attack? eſpecially when he deſpaired of 
coming to a general Engagement, and ſaw that 


| berties 
this wa 


tion We 


M. de Court by his way of acting was endeca- 
vouring to draw him down the Streights; where, 
according to all Reports, when the Fleet left 
Fieres, he would have been in the direct Road 
to meet with a Reinforcement from Breſt : Hav. 
ing ſo certain an advantage, as all clean Ships, 
while moſt of the Britiſb Squadron were foul : 
by which Superiority the combined Fleets could 
run or purſue at pleaſure. Above all, what the 
Admiral had to fear, was the carrying on an Em- 
barkation in his Abſence from his proper Station: 
there were four Spaniſh Ships of the Line of 
Battle left at Toulon, perhaps for that very pur- 
poſe; and there were already a great many 
Tranſports retained in their Service. It would 
have been no difficult matter for the French to 
have mann'd theſe Spaniſh Ships, eſcorted the 
Tranſports, and landed the Troops very ſafe in 
Ttaly, which was the grand Point that the Ad- 
miral had to guard againſt ; his principal In- 
ſtruction to hinder the Execution of the ambi- 
tious Views of Spain, the Sacrifice of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, and to do all that was poſſible for 
him to do for the Support and Security of his 
Sardinian Majeſty, on which depended the Li- 
bertics 
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| (87) 
| berties and Fate of all Europe. But ſuppoſing 
this was not the caſe, and the Narrative's Aſſer- 


| tion was true, that the French Admiral's Inten- 


| tion plainly appeared to be, by continuing his 
| Courſe to the Southward with all his Sail ſet, to 
P deprive our Fleet of the Advantage of the Wind, 
und to ſecure it to himfelf, that he might make 
the proper uſe of his Fireſhips, upon which both 
French and Spaniards had great dependance ; 
© jet even in this Situation, the wiſeſt Step the 
Admiral could poſſibly take, was to begin the 
Engagement, and not let flip ſo favourable an 
Opportunity; ſeeing, if he delayed it any longer, 
the Combined Fleets in that caſe from being clean 
and out- ſailing him ſo much, would have ſoon 
ö got the advantage of the Weather-Gage, then 
made uſe of their Fire-Ships, probably over- 
| powered us by great Numbers of Men, if board- 
| ing had been practicable, and executed all the 
; other Stratagems they had been ſo long prepar- 
ing for: In either of theſe Caſes, the Courage 
and Conduct of the Admiral were equally con- 
ſpicuous. 


THE View which the Narrative gives of the 
Fleet, immediately before Action, is very unjuſt; 
the Admiral's Diviſion were not all of them a- 
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(88) 
breaſt of the Spaniſh Squad ron : for Five of the 
Sternmoſt Ships of the Enemy were a-breaft of 
the Vice-Admiral's Diviſion. Nor was the Var 
of our Fleet divided; or wide one of another, 
in the manner this Writer deſcribes. —*Tis true, 
that Rear-Adm—1 R—wl—y ſtretch'd with his 
Diviſion to the Southward, in order to extend the 
Fleet for forming the Line of Battle; which when 
he had done to a proper Diſtance, the Admiral 
made his Signal to lead large : conſequently it 
was his Duty to obey Orders, in keeping a- breaſt 
with the Center, and bearing down to engage 


the Enemy. 


IN the Battle the Rea! was totally diſabled, 
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| together with a Sixty-four-Gun Ship which ſtruck W. 
| : to the Berwick, and next Night was burnt : 6 Relati 
l much is confeſſed to have been done by theAdmi- "AI 
| ral'sShip, the Marlborough, Norfolk, and Berwick. Marti: 
1 The other Ships a-head in his Diviſion are re- Negle 
j flefted upon, and laſhed with great Severity, for Enqui 
. not doing their Duty; and the Ships a- ſtern of thoug 
1 the Admiral are grievouſly impeached, and their and C 

Captains loaded in their Reputation beyond Mea- power 

ſure, —lt is not our Intention to vindicate theſe as foll 


Gentlemen; 


(89g ) 
Gentlemen; we can only expreſs our Aftoniſh- 
ment, if it was really ſo as it has been repreſented, 
that they are Kept in Authority, not ſuſpended, 
broke, nor put to death: and if AI 
M——ws was lo ſevere and rigorous to a 
blameleſs Gentleman of a ſuperiour Rank, why he 
| ſhould be ſo remarkably partial to Men capable 
| of Cowardice and Treachery, betraying the Glory 
of their King, the Intereſt of his Allies, the Li- 
berties of Europe, the Honour of the Nation; 
and after behaving remarkably well on all other 
occaſions, now became the Curſe and Bane of 
their Country?—This is what we can never bring 
| ourſelves to believe, and what can never be found 
| true, at leaſt nothing can juſtify ſo much public 
Calumny but Conviction itſelf. 


WHAT helps to contradict this Part of the 
Relation, is the Readinels that A——l N 
ſhewed in bringing others to anſwer at a Court- 
Martial, who were accuſed of Miſconduct, 
Neglect, and Breach of Orders; but after an 
Enquiry, were honourably acquitted. Can it be 
thought then, he would be leis juſt to his King 
and Country, nay even to himſelf, while he had 
power, and fuch Articles of War were in force 
as follows ? viz. 11, 12, 14, and 16. 
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as th 
C2813 and 

EVERY Captain, Commander, and other 
Officer, Seaman, or Soldier of any Ship, Frigate, * 
or Veſſel of War, ſhall duly obſerve the Com- TW 
mands of the Admiral, or other his Superiour or few: 
Commander of any Squadron, as well for the ack 
aſſailing or ſetting upon any Fleet, Squadron or Rebe 
Ships of the Enemy, Pirate, or Rebels, or join- Miſt 
ing Battle with them, or making Defence againſt his | 
them; as all other the Commands of the Admi- 

ral, or other his ſuperiour Commander; upon 

Pain to ſuffer Death, or other Puniſhment, a 
the Quality of his Neglect or Offence ſhall de. 4 
ſerve. oy 
612.) my, 

EVERY Captain, and all other Officers, 
Mariners and Soldiers of every Ship, Frigate, or T 
Veſſel of War, that ſhall in time of any Fight Ys 
or Engagement, withdraw or keep back, or not v 

come into the Fight and engage, and do his ut- 
moſt to take, fire, kill, and endamage the Ene- S280 
my, Pirate, or Rebels; and aſſiſt and relieve al with 
and every of His Majeſty's Ships ; ſhall for ſuch = 
Offence of Cowardice or Diſaffection, be tried hay 
e 


and ſuffer Pains of Death, or other Puniſhment, 
| as 


(91) 
as the Circumſtance of the Offence ſhall deſerve, 
and the Court-Martial ſhall judge fit. 


614.) 

WHATSOEVER Perſon or Perſons, in, or 
belonging to the Fleet, either through Cowar- 
dice, Negligence or Diſaffection, ſhall forbear to 
purſue the Chace of any Enemy, or Pirate, or 
Rebel, beaten or flying ; or ſhall not relieve, or 
aſſiſt a known Friend in view, to the utmoſt of 
his power, ſhall be puniſhed with Death, or 
otherwiſe, as a Court-Martial ſhall find fit. 


616.) 

ALL JSea- Captains, Officers, and Seamen, 
that ſhall betray their Truſt, or turn to the Ene- 
my, Sc. ſhall be puniſhed with Death. 


THE Author of the Narrative invokes Hea- 
ven, that five Sail of Spaniſb Ships ſhould with- 


ſtand the Force of thirteen Britiſb; alledging, 
there were no more of the Spaniſh Ships that en- 


gaged, as three of their Squadron were gone 
with the French; and the four ſternmoſt were 


not yet come up, which were ſeven out of the 
twelve Sail. How could there be thirteen to five? 
When he ſays himſelf, that only the Admiral in 

—_— | the 
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the Namur, the Marlborough, Norfolk and Ber- 
wick, were the Ships that did any real Service; 
all the others Keeping their Wind, throwing 


their Shot idly away, and expoſing themſelves to 


the Public Co tempt ard Ignominy. At this 
rate, according to his own Story, there were only 


four Britiſb to five Spaniſh. 


BY the ſame Account, the Rear-Admiral and 
Princeſs Caroline his Second, are allowed to have 
behaved well; tho* with a ridiculous and unjuſt 
Reflection it is ſaid, that the Barfleyr cut away 
her Lee- Anchors, by which this impartial Author 
would have the World believe there was no occa- 
ſion for this Policy, as it was of no ſervice, nor 
could poſſibly anſwer the purpoſe it was intended 
for. The Boyne and Chich:fter are condemn'd 
for keeping to Windward, and firing at a diſtance, 
where it was impoſſible their Shot could do Exe- 
cution. The Falſcneſs of this Aſſertion appears 
from the boyne's Maſt being very much wounded, 


THEN the Naſſau, Warwick and Sterling- 
Caſtle, are allowed to have done good Service, in 
preventirg the French Squadron from tacking, 
and de!!rcying our Van, which was very much 
interiour to the Enemy: However, in doing 
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this the Author obſerves, they broke their Or- 


ders, by not obeying the Signals for the Line of 
Battle, and engaging the Enemy ; which Ex. 
| ploit at firſt was complained of, but after Exa. 
| mination exceedingly applauded. Admitting itwas 
| really ſo, which was far from it, the good Con- 
| ſequences perhaps of this Conduct was not from 
the Beginning perceived; but when it appeared 
| that the Superiority of the Enemies Force in that 
Quarter was thereby render'd inſignificant, as 
they could not come to attack our Van, or to 
the Relief of their own Rear, the Spaniards, who 
at that very time ſeemed to be in a fair way of 
being entirely deſtroyed, without the proſpect 
| of an Eſcape z why was not ſuch an Action 
| worthy of Praiſe, as the only poſſible Method 
to ſave our Van, while our Center and Rear com- 
pleated the Overthrow of the Spaniſh Squadron? 


T HE Story of Douglas dying a Martyr to 
Diſcipline, is improperly quoted]; and at the beſt, 
it does not deierve Aj probation or Applauſe : 
for it was an Act of meer Frenzy and Diſtrac- 
tion, as it can never be the Duty of an Officer to 
ſacrifice his own Life, and thoſe of his Men un- 
der him, out of a romantic Bravery z when in- 
ſtead of diſtreſſing the Enemy by ſuch Raſhneſs, 

3 which 
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which perhaps not involves his own Deſtruction, 


but includes the whole, the Country muſt ſuffer 
by the Loſs of ſo many brave Men. Whereas 
by taking the oppoſite Meaſures, as the Van of 
our Fleet did, they not only turn out to the 
general Preſervation, but to the Loſs and Ruin 
of the Enemy. Therefore there can be no great 
Difficulty or Heſitation, which of the two to 
chuſe ; and we cannot agree with Mr. Burchet!, 
who has handed down to Poſterity the Fate of 
Douglas, as an Example of Diſcipline worthy of 
Imitation,——Inſtead of which, we rather eſteem 
it an Act of Madneſs, and that it became the 
Captain to leave his Ship the Moment he ſay 
her beyond his Endeavours to ſave her from be- 
ing burnt, It was all that could be expected 
from him: an Officer is to command Succek 
where it is poſſible, and to omit nothing in his 
power where it 1s not ſo, However, for this 
reaſon he is not to neglect his own Preſervation ; 
eſpecially as his Death adds to his Country's 
Loſs. Hence it was no more his Duty to con- 
tinue in his Ship, than for a Captain to ſuffer him- 
ſelf being drown'd, becauſe he finds the Ship he 
commands irrecoverably ſhipwreck' d. And this 
is what we would not recommend, nor extol as 


an heroic Action; no more than we would a 
Man, 


(95) 
Man, who, thro* Frenzy and Deſpair piſtol'd 
himſelf, 


T HE Marlborough*'s Eagerneſs to preſerve 
the Britih Flag from Danger, was truly merito- 
rious, as where the Honour and Glory of the Na- 
tion were principally at ſtake ; which, however, to 
prevent her falling on board of the Namur, was 
attended with the Conſequence of the Admiral's 
being obliged to fill his Sails. The Narrative, 
tho* it mentions the Admiral's Reſolution with 
all imaginable Praiſe before, takes this Oppor- 
portunity, by a ſcandalous Paragraph in Ta- 
lick, to malign, and fix an Imputation on the 
Admiral, as if he had left the Adariborough to 
maintain the Fight alone, viz, 


« The Admiral was not long before he clapt upon 

«* a Wind, no doubt to give the neceſſary Orders 
e ſuitable to the preſent Exigencies, and the Dif* 
&« Poſition of both Fleets, as well as being long in 
« the Heat of an Action, where eight of his Men 
gere killed out-right ; ſome of which were by 
« the blowing up of a Cheſt of Muſtet- Cartridges 
* upon the Poop.” 


. 


THERE 
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THERE is ſomething exceedingly baſe and 
ungenerous in aſperſing the Character of an Ad. 
miral, who gave as great Proofs of his Courage 
and Conduct, as any Admiral could do, who 
began and continued in the Heat of the Battle, 
until Neceſſity drove him away; and by all Ac- 
counts he was perfectly cool and temperate; and 
to the laſt gave his Orders with the utmoſt Se. 
renity and Propriety, in which appear*d the 
Skill and Capacity of a great Officer, What 
then could induce, or leave an Opening for this 
Writer to leſſen the Reputation of an Admiral, 
that had done every thing that could be expected 
from a wiſe and gallant Commander, 18 impoſſi 
ble for Mankind to ſuggeſt? but we think his 
Calumny is impardonable, and ought not to be 
ſuffered. Moſt of his other Miſrepreſentations 
have ſome ſpecious Pretence, or Gloſs, to make 
them go down; but here his Envy and Ill- 
nature get the better of his Common Senſe, and 
ſerve to ſhew what Untruths and Abſurdities he 
would impoſe upon his Reader. 


„ 
IT is notorious, that the Admiral had quite 
diſabled the Royal Philip, and put one of her 
Seconds to flight, when the Marlberough unfor- 
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tunately had like to have fallen on board of him, 


at the ſame time the Admiral's Maſts were much 
wounded, the Rigging cut fore and aft, new 
Braces reeved three ſeveral times, the Main- 
maſt only ſupported by two Shrowds, all the 
Maſts in general ſhot thro? and thro' ; fo that it 
was ſome time before the Ship old be com- 
manded or work'd, which prevented the Admi- 
ral returning ſo ſoon to the Marlborough's Aſ- 
ſiſtancez as his Inclinations and the Merit of Capt. 
Coral led him. The Account by Authority 
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ſays, the Admiral was engaged a little time; an 
Exceſs of Modeſty and Delicacy when he men- 
tions himſelf: while, on the other hand, his 
Candour and Juſtice expreſſes more fully the 
heroic Courage and generous public Spirit of the 
unfortunate Capt. Cornwall, whoſe melancholly 
Fate he ſo juſtly lamerits. The Number of Men 
that the Admiral had killed are leſſened, the 
better to infinuate, that he withdrew very ſoon 


from the Battle : However, as the Enemy fired 
at the Maſts and Rigging, and had trained up 
their Gunners in daily Exerciſes at a Mark for 
that purpoſe, (the ſureſt and readieſt Means to 
haſten an entire Victory, either in boarding, 


ſetting fire to, or otherwiſe, as our Deſtruction, 
and falling into their hands could have been 
N brought 
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ke about) no Judgment of the Time in Ac: 
tion can be formed from the Number of Men 
killed, ſince it is certain the Enemy aimed all their 
Shot aloft, where if they hit, they were the 
more ſure of over coming, or facilitating a total 
Overthrow 


THOU G the Practice of the Navy wil 
not admit, but that the Admiral ſhould ſhew an 
Example and fight himſelf; yet to abſtain from 
Partiality and Prejudice, in order to do the Au- 
thor of the Narrative Juſtice in the Character 
he aſſumes of the Marine Officer, we confeſs his 
Obſervation to be very good and juſt, (which we 
cannot forbear tranſeribing on this Occaſion) where 
he ſays, viz. ** There ſeems to be an abſolute 
« Neceſlity, that an * Admiral in Command 
at Sea, like a General poſted on ſome Emi- 
* nence, ſhould not be taken up (fo triflingly) 
nin fighting ſo ſmall a Share of the Fleet as that 
of his own Ship, where his Perſon is not only 
«© hazarded, in which all the Plan of Operation 
* is center'd ; but in the Heat of Action and 
* Smoak, being in the Line of Battle, he can- 
not poſſibly ſee or judge how to make pro- 

&© per Signals for the Deſtruction of the Enemy, 
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“ have them aid or repulſe. Why was not there- 
6 fore the Admiral placed in a Frigate at ſome 
cc diſtance off from the Center, where he can but 
« diſtinguiſh with a Boat, and an Officer from 
« each Ship to wait his immediate Commands, 
« and to fly to put them in Execution ? In this 
« manner the Great Peter, Czar of Muſcovy, 
« fought, who was as good an Admiral, as he 
« was allowed to be a Soldier.“ 


WE are glad we have it in our power to ac- 
knowledge, if ever ſuch a Propoſition ſhould 
contribute towards fo ſerviceable an Alteration 
in the Navy, the Public, who may have been 
otherwiſe miſled by him, may frankly for the 
e of this, forgive all his Miſrepreſentations. 


THE Marlhorough's Praiſes are continued 
for ſtanding the Brunt of the Battle, and reſiſt- 
ing the Enemy, after ſhe had loſt her Maſts ; 
and the Reflections repeated eſpecially on the 
Ships a-ſtern of her, that kept to Windward, 
and did not come down to her Aſſiſtance, 
While the Admiral was abſent from Battle, re- 
pairing his Rigging, that he might be enabled 
to work his Ship, and ſecure his Maſts and 
| Yards from tumbling about their Ears, Officers 
As wer 
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were ſent on board of the Dorſelſhire and Eſex, 
as well as the Ann-Galley Fire-ſhip, as it is ſaid, 


with * Orders for them to go down to the Marl. 
borough's Relief. The Somerſet, whoſe Station 
by the Line of Battle was the third Ship a-head 
of the Admiral, is blamed for leaving it, and 
not being at hand ready to have gone and ſe- 
conded her Chief, as well as aſſiſted the Mar. 
borough. The Truth is, that the Somerſet having 
engaged two Spaniſh Ships at the beginning of 
the Action, that cloſed with the French Squa- 
dron and kept under Sail with them, was in the 
Heat of Battle carried too far a-head ; where the 
Captain bzhaved with uncommon Reſolution and 
Bravery, having had to deal with a Ship on each 
fide of him. In doing which, he could not fore 
ſee that he ſhould be wanted, as when he attack'd 
there were no Ships excepting them for him to 
take up : and by this Gallantry he ſupported the 
Rear-Admiral j in the Van of onr Fleet, as the 
Enemy's Force was greatly ſuperior to his. If 
ns 55 N this 

Narrative, pag. 62. Likewiſe the Letter from the Na- 
mur ſays, The Admiral ſeeing that the Dorſethhire, Eſex, 
Royal-Oat and Rupert, did not bear down to his Aſſiſtance, 
ſent his Boat on board of the Dor ſetſhire, to order them to 
bear down, and engage the Enemy; but her Captain did nat 


think proper. The ſame Boat call'd on board the E —. 
100 deſired them likewiſe ; but the C—n, Oe. 
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this Action does not deſerve Applauſe, it does 
not Reproach, nor Cenſure: for the Queſtion is, 
whether it is the moſt commendable for an Offi- 
cer to lie idle in the Station allotted him by his 
Superior, and thereby perform no manner of 
Service; or by ſwerving a little, diſtreſs the 
Enemy and ſerve his Country ? It being im- 
poſſible to fix any certain Rule to the many dif- 
ferent Occurrences that happen in Battle, and 
therefore ſomething ſhould be left to the Judg- 
ment and Experience of the Captain. 


THE Narrative aſſerts, that the Miſcarriage 
of the Fireſhip proceeded from her not being co- 
vered and protected, and not having a proper 
time allowed her Commander to prime, but that 
he was obliged to go down upon the Enemy un- 
prepar'd, priming his Ship all the way he went 
with looſe Powder, through the Stupidity of his 
Lieutenant. There is nothing more falſe than 
theſe Aſſertions. The Admiral, the Moment he 
was forced away from the Fight by the Marlbo- 
rough made the Signal for the Captain of the 
Fireſhip to prime his Ship, which Signal he had 
been before acquainted what it would be; yet 
notwithſtanding ſo plain a Direction, he miſap- 
prehended it, Then poſitive Orders by an Officer, 


Were 
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were deliver*d to him for to prime with all pos 
ſible Diſpatch, and to go immediately down 8 
on that Service: from which time to that when 
the Fireſhip blew up, was not leſs than two Hours 
half an Hour more than the time neceſſary tn 
ing to this Writer's * Judgment. If ſhe was 
primed with looſe Powder, this is an Impu tation 
on the Captain, whoſe Duty it was to have at 
leaſt ſeen his Ship properly primed, if he did not 
on ſo important a Service, where ſo much was 
at ſtake, put his hand to, and aſſiſt therein him- 
ſelf. And with regard to her not being cover'd+, 
the Admiral himſelf went down with her ; and 
when ſhe blew up, he was not above a Piſtol-ſhot 
from her, and a ſmall Muſket-ſhot from the 
Royal Philip. 


I T is certain, that the Captain of the Fireſhip, 
however diligent hitherto he had been in the Exe- 
cution of his Duty, and every Service he was 
employed on, by which he had raiſed himſelf ; 
in this, nothing is more true than that he was 
notorioully || tedious, and trifling : fo fas from 


7 going 
Narrative, page 66, ſays, that 22 will take an 


Hour and a half. 


+ See Account by Authority, and Norfoll's Account. 
Norfolé's Account ſays, that the Captain's Want of 


Readineſs and great Delay, were the principal Cauſe of pre- 


venting 
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going down with that Expedition, and Alacrity 
that might have been expected of him, and which 
the Nature of the Attempt required to bring Suc- 
ceſs. This Neglect and Dilatorineſs, with the 
Negligence and Paſſiveneſs of the Ships a-ſtern 
of the Admiral, gave time for the four ſtern- 
moſt Ships of the Enemy to come up, which in 
their way paſſed by Vice-Adm—1 L— ck 


and his Diviſion, and kept a continual Fire on 
the Fireſhip, which muſt have“ ſunk her, had 
ſhe not blown up. We would not rip up the 
Aſhes of the Dead, nor endeavour to fix the leaſt 
Imputation on the Memory of a Gentleman who- 
oft his Life in his Country's Cauſe, and probably 


ever before this unhappy Tranſaction behaved as 


becomes an Officer of Prudence, Diſpatch, and 
Gallantry : 


yenting the Execution of this Enterprize at the ſeaſonable 


Time order'd and expected. And by ſome unlucky Accident 


or other ſhe blew up along ſide of the Real; therefore it is to 


be obſerved, how moderately this Neglect is expreſſed in the 
Account by Authority, with regard to the Memory of the de- 
_ ceaſed Captain. 


* The Norfolt's Account ſays, that all her way down the 


Enemy kept conſtantly firing at her ; nothing was left un- 


executed in the power of the Admiral and Marlborough for 
her Protection: yet ſhe unhappily miſcarried, not without 


poſitive Aſſertions, that it was in ſome meaſure owing to the 

Miſconduct or Neglect of ſome Officers too great for me to 
name; but whether true or falſe, will, no doubt, hereafter 
ws appear, 
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Gallantry: but in juſtice to the Public, by an- 
deceiving them, and in defence of injured Merit, 
it is indiſpenſibly neceſſary we ſhould expoſe the 
Calumny and Untruths of the Narrative, and 
ſet them in their true Light. For however ſe. 
verely other Officers have deſerved to be cen- 
ſured, all Accounts agree, that the Admiral did 
his Duty in every reſpect, deſerving of the high 
Truſt and Confidence that had been repoſed in 
him. The Misfortune of the Fireſhip was not 
all the Lols occaſioned from theſe four Ships 
coming up to the Aſſiſtance of their Chief; but 
they ſaved him from falling into the Admiral 
Hands, or being altogether deſtroyed, and alſo 
attack'd the Namur 4; in which the Admiral 


Was 


+ See the Account by Authority.—See even the Narrative 
Page 691. Notwithſtanding which M. de Court in his Letter 
to the Biſhop of Rennes, ſays, that theſe Ships never made the 
leaſt Effort to ſupport the Spaniſh Admiral; but alledged, that 
after M. Navarro had fought againſt all the Rules of War 
and Prudence, having thrown himſelf into Danger, by his 
Ships being ſeparated from him, and he had taken ſo much 
| pains in ſpite of all that he (M. de Court) could do to get him- 
ſelf handſomely beat; he came to his Aſſiſtance, and gave him 
an opportunity of getting away; which otherwiſe he never 
could have had; and in return the Spari/ Captains, either 
to hide their own Cowardice, or to cover their ill Conduct, 
raiſed a Claniour, not only againſt him, but againſt the whole 
French Nation, as if they were all Traitors, and had formed 
2 Deſign, nay, executed it too, as far as was in their power, 

WR; 
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Was greatly endanger'd, having been engaged 
with them almoſt Yard-Arm and Yard-Arm, 
when Night came with the French Squadron to 
the Relief of the Spaniards. 


THE next thing that ſtrikes us, is the Ac- 
count of the French Squadron tacking and 
doubling upon Rear-Adm I R—wl—y, 
who was neceſſarily obliged to tack alſo with his 
Diviſion in order to clofe nearer with our Cen- 
ter, to be enabled to withſtand the Force of the 
Enemy. In this Deſcription the Author of the 


Narrative greatly exceeds the Truth. He takes 
elaborate pains to make 1t be believed, thar the 


Fleet on this Motion was in the greateſt Confu- 
ſion and Diſorder; enlarging with great Art upon 
the precipitate Flight of the Rear-Admiral, who 
was in imminent Danger, juſt on the Brink of 
Deſtruction.— While at the ſame time he is ex- 
travagant in his Praiſes on the Conduct of the 
French Admiral, and tedious in his Relation; 
and giving Reaſons why that Officer declined at- 
tacking our Van, for the ſake of ſuccouring the 
Spaniſb Admiral without Loſs of Time. The 
* Fruits of this Meaſure was certainly the 

O Poder, 


of betraying and ſacrificing them to the Fng/i/h ; whereas 
the Truth of the Matter is, if they were ſacrificed, it was only 
by their own Folly. 


606) 
* Poder, the Spaniſb 6.4 Gun- Ship being retaken 


with the Loſs of the Berwick*s Officer and Men, 
who on this occaſion could not be brought to 
leave her, tho? that Ship had no Maſts ſtanding, 
and conſidering the Diſpoſition of both Fleets, 
could only be an. Incumbrance. 


WE muſt obſerve, that it was not-prudent ty 
continue the. Battle longer than duſkiſh, ſince 
the neceſſary Orders by Signals, for conducting 
che Fleet, could not have been diſtinguiſhed, not 
indeed an Enemy known from a Friend; as in that 
caſe Confuſion and Diſorder muſt have enſued, 
and Judgment and Superiority of Strength, with 
all other Advantages, muſt have yielded to mere 
Chance; no commendable or juſtifiable Way of 
determining Combats, on which the Fate of Na- 
tions depends, unleſs irreſiſtible Neceſſity forces 
it, That lo far from being in Danger, or under 
any Apprehenſion, that the French Squadron 
would renew the Engagement, and ſurround our 
Van, after their Admiral had juſt before ſet his 

Fore-ſail; 


* See the Account by Authority. Alſo Norfoll's Account, 
ſays the Powerful of 64 Guns, hav' ing teen attacked by the 
Somerſet, Princeſſa;. Bedford, King ſion and Beravick, after a 


reſolute Defence, being diſmaſted, firuck ; whereupon ſeveral 


Boats boarded her, but the French Fleet coming upon them, 


retook her again, with the Lieujenant of the Berwick and 


25 Men, 
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Fore-fal, and run from Mr. Rot., as did alio 


his two Seconds, our Van retreated, only as the 
neceſſary Conſequence of being left by the Ene- 
my, whom the Diſpoſition of the Fleet, and 
the Order of Battle would not admit of going 


after any farther to Leeward. And this was done 


m good Order, to come nearer to the Center of 
our Fleet, as it was almoſt dark; and then it 
was full time the whole Fleet ſhould be as cloſe 
25 poſſible together, for fear of a Separation, or 
an Attack in the Night. ?*Tis true, this 
Diviſion's Motion gave the French Admiral an 
Opportunity to do, what he had been before en- 


deavouring at, (but was prevented by the fore- 
moſt Ships in our Van) which was to tack with 
all the French Squadron. But to prove beyond 
diſpute, that he was more apprehenſive of Mr. 
R 
from him, we ſhall make uſe of M. de Court's 
own Words on this Occaſion ; who ſays, in his 
Letter to the Biſhop” of Remes, Ambaſſador 
from the Crown of France at the Court of Spain, 
* It is viſible, in the Situation I was in, it could 
* not be expected that a French Admiral ſhould 
go to the Aſſiſtance of the Spaniards; neither 
* could the Van-Guard of the Fleet do it, with- 


cout running the hazard of being ſurrounded by 
() 2 | my the 


s Attack, than Mr. R-—y was of any 
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te the Van- Guard of the Engliſh, which had the 
e Wind of them: but as ſoon as the Eng liſb 
left me, I drew together all the Ships of both 
« Squadrons, and failed immediately to the 
fAſſiſtance of the Royal Philip; in doing which 
*© I was expoſed to the Fire of the whole Engliſþ 
* Line but happily the Engiif did not puniſh 
* my Raſhneſs as it did deſerve.” 


IN ſpite of Envy and DetraCtion, it cannot 
be contradicted that the Admiral, who had gain'd 
a coniiderable Advantage with ſo little Aſſiſtance, 
was hindered from improving it by Night com- 
ing on, little Wind, and a very high Swell; 
and that the * intercepting of the Spaniſh Squa- 
dron was practicable, from the Opening they had 
made in their Line of Battle. As there was no 
poſſibility of getting up with the French, to come 
to 2 general Battle; our Victory muſt have been 
compleat oyer the Spaniards, and ended in their 
entire Deſtruction, with all the Succeſs we could 

have 


» There v was an . Neceſũty for the Attack, to pre- 
vent the Fleet being drawn down the Streights, from a Station, 
where the Security and further Support of the King's Allies 
could be provided for, in preventing an Embarkation eſcap- 
ing to /taly; or, even according to the Narrative, to hinder, 
the Enemy from getting the Weather-Gage of us, which they 


muſt have done that Afternoon, if the Engagement had been 
deferr d. | 
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have wiſhed, had the Vice-Admiral and his Di- 
yiion come up, or thoſe Ships in the Rear of 
the Admira}s Diviſion fought as near the Ene- 
my, and with the ſame Ardour as the Namur and 
Marlborough did. After which the French muſt 
have retreated precipitately, having had nothing 
elſe to depend on but Running, as their Strength 
would have been ſo unequal, and their whole 
Merit in preſerving themſelves would have con- 
ſiſted in the Cleanneſs of their Ships ; which 
would have more amply juſtified Adm I 
M—————5 in his frequent Sollicitations for 
a Supply of freſn Ships, that he might be enabled 
to keep the Fleet under his Command clean, and 
ready in every reſpect for all Services; but, as it 
was, the Neglect of which gave the Enemy great 
advantages over us. 


TH E Author, full of his Exaggerations, goes 
on, aſſerting the moſt extravagant Untruths, lay- 
ing great weight on very trivial Matters, and en- 
deavouring all he can to prove the Impatience, 
Raſhneſs and Miſconduct, in attacking the Ene- 
my, without being in a perfect Order of Battle; 
And next Day he inveighs againſt the Admiral's 
Diffidence and Precaution, in going down in a 
Line of Battle upon the Enemy, and bringing ta 

th 
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fix Miles to Windward of them, by which means 


they made Sail when it was dark unperceived, 


and ſtole away with their lame Ships. 


IT appears there was very little Wind all Day, 
not ſo much as to bring the Fleet near enough 
to renew the Engagement before dark; but inſtead 
of bringing to, as the Narrative aſſerts, fix 
Miles Diſtance from the Enemy, the Fleets were 
not above three“ Miles aſunder. It would have 
been making a very ill uſe of the Advantage 
that our Fleet had gained; it would have been 
hazarding a Victory on a very precarious Footing, 


to have engaged in the Night, in which Fortune 


might have been decifive for the Enemy; neither 


were all the Ships come up a- breaſt with the Ad- 
miral, becauſe ſome of them had been hinder'd, 
by being obliged to ſecure their Maſts for the 
preſent, that had been wounded; and as there 
Was 


* Norfo!t's Account ſays, the whole Fleet gave chace in a 
good cloſe Line; but making what Sail they could from us 
wich the crippled Ships, and there being little Wind all Day, 
at duſkiſh the Fleet brought to, in expectation of renewing 
the Attack next Day. Rupert's Account ſays, according to 
Signals we bore down in a good Line, and the French ſtood 
away from us, with all the Sail they could make; we had 
but very little Wind all Day: but by fix we got within three 
Miles of them, and brought to with aur Larboard Tacky, 


m hopes of attacking them in the Morning. 
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was very little Wind, the Neceſſity was the greater 
to lay by for them, that the whole Strength of 
the Fleet might be employed in effecting and 
compleating the Enemies Defeat. Another Rea- 
fon equally juſt, which may be offer'd in ſupport 
of this Conduct, as what might make the Ad- 
miral more cautious, is, that the Enemies Force 
had not been reduced to that Extremity, as to 
ſuffer him to leave every Ship at liberty to give 
chace, and do her utmoſt; on the contrary, it 
was neceſſary to maintain the ſtricteſt Diſcipline, 
eſpecially after ſuch a notorious Neglect and Back- 
wardneſs of the Officers, whoſe bad Behaviour 
was the ſole Cauſe, why ſo little advantage had 
been made the preceding Day. 


WHEN the Enemy began to make ſail, and 
appeared to be going from us, the Admiral made 
the Signal to make Sail, by firing ten Guns; 
and as this is the proper Signal, it is ſurprizing 
and impertinent to call it an Alarm for the Ene- 
my to make off; there being no other Signal for 
that purpoſe in the fighting or ſailing Inſtructions, 
vhich can be no juſt Reflection on Adm 1 
M— ws, In the Morning this partial, 
vindictive Author, ſays, the Fleet ſaw the Ene- 
my, the Vice-Admiral and his Diviſton giving 

| chace 3 
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| Chace; but that the Admiral having made the 
Signal to give over chace, they unhappily eſcaped, 

Had he had the Candour and Impartiality, he 

would have the World believe him to have, he 

would have given the true Reaſons why this Sig- 

nal was made, and ſhewed the Neceſſity of do- 

ing it; but he remains ſilent on the Subject, in- 

tending as it were to point out a Supineneſs in 

the Admiral, in ſuffering the Enemy to eſcape ; 

and to irritate and inflame, rather than to ſatisfy 

the Public by an impartial Relation. Tho? the 

Fleet gave chace by Two o'Clock in the Morn- 

ing with all the Sail they could croud, yet at 

Day-light the Enemy could be but juſt ſeen from 

the Maſt-Head ; the Wind ſhifted and increafed 

with a great Sea, ſo that our Van could only lay 

up with their ſternmoſt Ship. However, tho? it 

blowed extremely hard, tripled-reef d Top-fails 
were carried ſo long, as to endanger the carrying 
away the Maſts, and thereby diſabling the Fleet; 
notwithſtanding which, we could not perceive 
that we got any thing of the Enemy, but rather 
dropt a-ſtern, ſo great was their Advantage in 
clean Ships. And as the Namur, Barfleur, 
| Princeſs 
* Norfoll's Account. At Day-Break ſaw the Enemy bear- 


ing about: N. N. W. of us, juſt able to ſtand with them. 


The Admiral made the Signal for the Vice-Admiral and his 
| Diviſion 
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Princeſs Caroline, Norfolk, Boyne, and many o- 
ther Ships were much wounded in their Maſts; 
and the Weather was ſo extreamly bad, that if 
we could have come up with the Enemy, there 
was no poſſibility of engaging them. This Con- 
ſideration, it is to be ſuppoſed, prevailed on the 
Admiral to make the Signal, ſince he muſt have 
carried away all thoſe Ships Maſts, and perhaps 


many 


Diviſion to give chace; and the Fleet followed with all their 
Sail abroad that they could carry: But the Enemy's Ships 
being all clean, they went from us, the Wind increaſing to put 
us by our Top- ſails, many of our Ships being wounded in 
their Maſts, and the Wind alſo favouring them, and ſhiſting 
to the N. W. the Admiral made the Signal to leave off chace, 


and for the Weathermoſt Ships to bear down into his Wake. 


The Wind continued to blow very hard all Night, and the 
Fleet lay by under a main Sail. 


Rupert's Account. At Day-Light we ſaw them bearing 
about Weſt of us 7 or 8 Leagues, and the Wind flying 
about to the N. N. W. We could but juſt lay up with them. 
The Signal was then made for the Vice-Admiral to ſend Ships 
to chace, and we purſued with the whole Fleet after them 
with all the Sail we could croud: But they being all clean, 
we could not perceive that we came up with them. And at 
Nine, the Wind coming to the Eaſtward, and blowing very 
tard, and ſeveral of our Ships having their Maſts much 
wounded: the Admiral made the Signal to leave off chacing, 
and for the Weathermoſt Ships to bear down to him. It blew 
ſo hard, that it put us by the Top-ſails; and at Noon we 
lay to under a Mizen, and at Night under a Main Sail, the 
Wind ſtill Eafterly. 


Namur's Letter. We ſaw the Enemy next Morning at a 
great diſtance; they run away as faſt as they could, and being 
all clean Ships, had the heels of us much. 
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many more in a vain Purſuit, as it was evident 
we did not come up with them, and they were 
already out of our reach, The Loſs of which 
Maſts could not have been repaired by the Store 


at Mahon, then the Enemy might have got the 
ſuperiour Strength to have executed all their 
Deſigns, while perhaps we were obliged to lie by 
Mahon Walls for want of Maſts, Rigging, and 
all manner of Stores, 


WHEREAS, by acting in the manner the 
Admiral did, he obviated all Difficulties and 
Dangers, the Fleet was not diſabled in endeavour- 
ing after an Impoſſibility; and the Time was 
ſpent in laying by, repairing the Damage, and 
making the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for a ſecond 
Engagement. And as the Admiral next day 
could neither get Sight of the Enemy, nor gain 
any Intelligence of them; the only wiſe Uſe of 
this Victory he could make, (and really for that 
purpoſe the Attack of the Enemy was deſigned) 
was to return to his old Station off Toulon in 
Hieres Bay, to be ready to defeat the Enemies 
Embarkations, and fupport the King's Allies a- 
grecable to his Inſtructions, and the State of Af- 
fairs in /aly ; for which indeed our Fleet had 
been 
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been kept ſo long abroad in the Mediterranean. 
But admitting there had been Information of the 
Enemy being gore down the Streigbts, where 
our Fleet could have attack d and deſtroyed 
them, would it have been adviſeable in the Ad- 
miral to have exceeded (perhaps) his Orders, and 
to have followed that Courſe poſſibly too, on a 
wrong Scent? And in the mean while the Ene- 


my had gained a Paſſage for their Troops by Sea, 
and landed them ſafe in 7taly ; we ſhould have 


had no reaſon to have boaſted much of a Victory 
that had contributed to the Execution of our E- 
nemies Meaſures, in ſettling Don Philip at the 
Expence of the Houſe of Auſtria; alſo the King of 
Sardinia, in danger of loſing his Dominions : And 
this Sacrifice to bemade or hazarded for the trifling 
Advantages of a few Ships ſunk, burnt, and de- 
ſtroyed; an inconſiderable Price, well worth the 
while of the Enemy to give, to come at ſo fine a 
Purchaſe. But to prevent theſe Evils, theſe ir- 
recoverable Miſchiefs to our good Allies, the 
Admiral did all that was poſſible for Man to do, 
in endeavouring to get back to his important 
Station; but Winds and Seas, and conſtant 
Storms, on which there can be no dependance, 
render'd all his Labours abortive z and the Fleet 
being greatly diſabled and diſtreſſed, he could 
2 2 | hike 


(16) 
take no other courſe than bearing away to Ma. 


hon to refit, and put himſelf in a condition of 
returning on the Coaſt of Provence again, 
Which he did with ſuch extraordinary Expedi- 
tion, that notwithſtanding the many Accidents, 
and Diſappointments he met with, he appeared 
on the Enemies Coaſt Time enough to defeat al! 
their Embarkations and Attempts by Sea. After 
this Zeal and Diſpatch, can it be ſaid with the 
leaſt Juſtice and Impartiality, that this accom- 
pliſh'd Admiral has not employed the Fleet un. 
der his Command to the beſt purpoſe, and ns 
proper Uſe ; or that any Officer could have beer 
more active, or more vigorous than he has been, 
in the Service of his Country ? 


THE Author of the Narrative, that no Fault 
or bad Judgement, which he apprehended to be 
lo, might eſcape him, mentions three ſmall Vel- 
ſels that were taken into the Service, Which be 
would have the Public believe were of no uſe: 
on the contrary, a Diſgrace to the Royal Navy, 
in which the Reputation and Honour of the Na- 
tion were greatly endangered. It is well 
known, that almoſt as ſoon as the Admiral ar- 
rived on his Command, finding the want of ſmall 


Ships and Sloops to intercept the Enemy's Xe- 


becks, 
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becks, Barcalongo's and Feluccas, going cloſe 
along Shore, writ for a Supply of them. But 
ſuch Veſſels being wanted equally as much at 
home, to curb the Inſolence of the ſmall Priva- 
teers and Row-Boats of the Enemy, which at 
that time infeſted all Parts of our Channel, the 
Admiral was anſwered, That when Mr. -—þ 
commanded 1n the Mediterranean, he procured 
and fitted out ſome Veſſels, called Xebecks, 
which were of great uſe to him in thoſe Parts : 
And if he was to hire or purchafe ſuch kind of 
Veſſels, or employ in his Majeſty's Service ſuch 
of them as may be taken from the Enemy, they 
would anſwer the purpaſe better, than the Sloops 
mentioned in his Letter, which draw more Wa- 
ter than is convenient for the uſe ; and accord- 
ingly was directed to procure a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Xebecks, or ſmall Veſſels, it they could 
be had. However, in return to this, we find 
he not only repeated his Application to be pro- 
perly ſupported, and ſupplied with mare ſmall 
Veſſels, without which he could not poſſibly do 
his Duty in the manner his Ambition dictated to 
him, by preventing the Eſcape of Small Craft, 
and performing other contingent Services; but 
almoſt in every Letter, he ſhews how abſolutely 
neceſſary they are to enable him to continue 
acting 
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acting in purſuance of his Inſtructions: Declaring 
that thoſe kind of Veſſels, mentioned for him to 
purchaſe abroad, are of no kind of uſe, but in 
fair Weather; being always obliged, on every 
Gale of Wind, to put afore it, and are by no 
means to be depended on. Having then one of 
them commanded by a very good Officer, yet 
he had been obliged to ſend her to cruize off 
Minorca and Majorca, for protecting the Trade 
againſt the Small Craſt, which frequently comes 
over from Majorca to Minorca; for ſhe could 
never keep the Sea off Toulon two Days together. 
Nevertheleſs, no ſuch Veſſels having been ſent to 
the Admiral, as they could not be ſpared con- 
ſiſtently with other neceſſary Services; in this 
Neceſſity, the only Remedy the Admiral had, 
tho* but an indifferent one, yet better than none, 
was according to his Inſtructions from home to 
purchaſe the beſt Veſſels that could be had for 
this purpoſe : and theſe are them, which the 
Narrative ridicules and exclaims againſt, altho* 
they did ſervice, eſpecially in the Summer. The 
Row-Boat gain'd her Paſſage in Calms, light 
Breezes, or contrary Winds, to and fro between 
Hieres and Villa Franca, when none of His Ma- 
jeſty's Ships or Veſſels could; and conſidering 
che Importance of the Diſpatches ſne carried, the 
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Admiral's Character as Plenipotentiary to the 
ſeveral Princes and States in aq, and alſo the | 
Diſpoſition of the Enemy in the King of Sard;- 
#ia's Dominions; this was a Service of no ſmall 
conſequence, beſides that of cruizing or going 
after the Enemy along Shore. 


THE Xebeck was not employed in vain on 
the Coaſt of Catalonia; afterwards ſhe was 
ſtationed at Villa- Franca, and off Antibes. Hav- 
ing never been laid up, but kept continually 
cruizing cloſe in Shore, when it did not blow a 
Storm of Wind, or the Enemy could poſlibly 
venture going to Sea with any Embarka- 
tion, The Barcalongo was likewiſe employed 
with ſome Succeſs on this Service, and could 
keep the Sea all Weathers; and it ſhe did not 
fail ſo well as could have been wiſhed, ſhe was 
the only Veſſel of the kind that could be pur- 
chaſed. In ſhort, as there was no Choice, the 
Neceſſity of His Majeſty's Service, and Orders 
from home, bad as they were, are not only a 
Juſtification, but a Proof of the Admiral's good 
Management, by endeavouring to ſupply the 
Deficiencies he laboured under, which he had ſo 


often and ſo ſtrenuouſly repreſented. 


- 


THE 
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T HE Lift of Captains and Lieutenants made 
in the Mediteranean, ſeems to be added to the 
Narrative; not ſo much as Part of the Hiſtory 
of the Proceedings of the Fleet, but as an Addi. 
tion to the reſt of his Imputations on the Conduct 
of the Admiral. Tho' none of theſe Vacancies 
were occaſioned by any Act of his, nor did the 
Gentlemen that were promoted, want Capacity 
or Underſtanding ; yet to extenuate their Me- 
rit, their Time of Service 1s mark'd out in as 
elaring a Manner as poſſible, by way of Proof of 
their Inexperience and Want of Knowledge, at 
the ſame time that the Author has not done them 
ſtrict Juſtice, in calculating the exact Time of their 
Service. Nothing can exceed this Ill- nature and 
Injuſtice; and yet he profeſſes great Impartality 
and Candour in his Relation, 


UPON the whole, loſing the Opportunity 
we had of entirely deſtroying the Spaniſh Squa- 
dron, the Conſequence of which muſt have de- 
teated all the Meaſures of our Enemies, pre- 
vented a ruinous War, made a good and ho- 
nourable Peace, and brought the Pride and Am- 
bition of France to lie at our Mercy ; the greateſt 
Malice cannot impute it to the Miſconduct of our 

2 Admiral, 
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Admiral, who has given ſo many ſignal Proofs 
of his Patience, Dexterity and Courage ; either 
in overcoming the many Difficulties, where the 
Service had been cramped beyond Belief itſelf, 
or in attacking the Enemy, while others are ſaid 
to have been tame Spectators, and ſuffered the 
Enemy to eſcape them, and paſs unheeded by. 
But what may have further contributed to ſa 
great a Misfortune, an exact and faithful Ex- 
amination will ſet in a true Light, remove all 
Scandal, ſuppreſs Malice and Falſhood, and grve 
Teſtimony of the great Abilities of an Admiral, 
who, in all his Services, has had only the Glory 
of his Maſter, and the Good of his Country at 


heart. 


The Author of the Narrative 1s exceedingly 
campaſſionate to People in Diſgrace; M. de 
Court's Conduct on every Occaſion is praiſed 
moſt extravagantly, tho* we find the French 
Court thought proper to remove him from his 
Command]; and, for the ſake of his former Ser- 
vices, only puniſhed his Miſconduct by laying 
him aſide. 


THOUGH our Admiral's Ir ruftions 
have been very extenſive, and it appears from 
the Equity of his Complaints, that he had not 
Force ſufficient to accompliſh every Part of them; 
yet we find he has endeavoured to overcome that 
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Defedt by his extraordinary Zeal and good Na- 
nagement ; and as there have been no juſt Com- 
plaints againſt him, ſo far as we know, he has 
hitherto with great Succeſs executed the neceſſary 
Services required of him. How long it may be 
poſſible for him to ſtruggle and ds ſoy is impoſ- 
ſible to fay ; as that entirely depends on the De- 
figns of the Enemy; and the Reinforeements and 
Supplies we ſend out, to keep him in @ Condi- 
tion of acting againſt the common Enemy, in 
defence of the common Cauſe, At preſent, our 
Fleet in that Quarter ſeems to be in a very bad 
deſperate way; the Ships being foul, worn out, 
badly mann'd, ſtarving for Proviſions, and in 
want of all manner of Stores. IIowever, it is 
certain, a large Supply was ſent to Liſbon, and 
eſcorted there by Sir Ch———s H—rd—y, ſo 
long ago as April, for the Uſe of the Fleet in 
the Mediterranean, But it ſeems, Ad 1 


NM. ws having been directed to ſend a 


ſufficient Number of Ships down'there to convoy 
this: Supply up to him, all this time has been 
loſt ; and juſt when theſe Ships (viz. Four Ships 
of the Line of Battle). were upon Sailing with the 
Victuallers and Storeſhips,. the Breft Squadron 
appeared off that Port, and ſtopt their Progreſs: 
Lucky it was, that they did not fail and fall into 
their Hands, which would have been a dreadful 
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Stroke indeed ! Hence, this Service being re- 
quired of the Admiral, has not only weakned 
him four Ships of the Line, and the time there- 
by has been greatly protracted, while he yet 
continues to ſtarve for want of the Proviſions, 
and in the greateſt Neceſſity for want of the 
Stores; but the Breſt Squadron has been tempted 
to bite at ſo conſiderable a Bait. What then can 
be expected of our Fleet, thus weakned and re- 
duced, in want of every thing? The great Ships 
worn out with hard Service, having been kept 
above three Years without being repaired and 
cleaned ; hardly able to ſwim, incapable of pur- 
ſuing an Enemy, or indeed of flying from one, 
All the other Ships foul, and likely to continue 
ſo; as the conſtant Service, and the Neceſſity of 
being as near together as poſſible, to guard againſt 
the Force and Defigns of the Enemy, will not 
admit of their being ſent to Mahon to be careened 
and fitted, according to the uſual Diſpatch made 
there. Theſe are not the only Diſadvantages 
which our Fleet labours under : It 1s divided on 
ſeveral diſtant Stations, where the Service requires 
them, viz. Naples, Aariatick, Leghorn, Genoa, 
perhaps not within a Month's Call of one ano- 
ther, and when all together, not more than a 
Match for the Enemy; who never put to Sea, 
but when they are clean and in great Order. 

Q 2 V HILE 
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WHILE our Fleet is contending with Winds 

and Waves, with the Variety of Accidents that 
happen at Sea; daily ſuffering and loſing Maſts 

by being obliged to keep the Sea perpetually, 

, without any thing in Store to make good or re- 
pair the Loſſes they ſuſtain. The Enemies Fleet 
is kept ready fitted; they enjoy the Benefit of a 

Port on the Spot of Action, in conſtant Readi- 

neſs to take the opportunity of the firſt Advan- 

tage: They want neither proper Convenience, 
Stores, nor Aſſiſtance for Expedition to keep 

4 them on the Wing: The Spaniſb Squadron have 
had Maſts from Cadiz, with the additional 
0 Strength of a Seventy Gun Ship: And the French 
5 likewiſe has had the Increaſe of Two Ships cf 
the Line of Battle, newly launched; one of 
which is a Ship of Eighty Guns. Theſe, be- 
Hides the Four Spaniſh Ships of War of the Line, 
and one French Sixty Gun Ship, that were left 
In Toulon Harbour before the late Engagement, 
make an Increaſe of Seven Ships to the com- 
bined Fleets, which we defeated ; allowing for 
the Loſs of the Poder, that was burnt in the Bat- 
tle : whereas our Strength for the preſent is di- 
miniſned Four Ships; the Difference Eleven 
Ships. — A melancholy Proſpect, a ſad Situation! 
Can one entertain the Thoughts of it, without 
| . 2 Terror? 
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terror ? God forbid, it ſhould prove the De- 
ſtruction of our Fleet! 


WHAT have we not to apprehend from 
an Enemy, who are making their utmoſt Effort 
to recover the Power and Dominion of the Sea? 
Delays are dangerous, certain Ruin; their Sub- 
tilty to let flip no Opportunity, with the preſent 
Advantages they enjoy over us in the Mediter- 
ranean, and the Riſk we daily run, will greatly 
help, if not give them the Superiority. Time, 
however, muſt give it them, if our Fleet con- 
tinues much longer thus unprovided and diſtreſ- 
ſed : A Fleet lying in Port with all the Advan- 
tages of Stores and Recruits, always preparing, 
or keeping ready for Action, muſt at laſt get the 
better ( even ) of a ſuperiour Fleet, that is ha- 
raſs'd, divided, and on conſtant Service; the 
Strength of one continues to be the ſame, nay 
perhaps improved, while the other every Day 
diminiſhes, and becomes languid. What have 
we not to fear then, from a formidable Enemy, 
politic, and enterprizing, who no doubt ground 
their Hopes chiefly on our Fleet's being divided, 
and the Probability of attacking unawares, be- 
fore our Ships can be gathered together, or any 

Reinforcement reach them ? A little time will be 
ſufficient to execute the Miſchief, that would be 
the Work of Years to recover. But what 
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( x26 ) 
Ieſſens the Pain of theſe Fears and Apprehen; eaſt n. 
ſions, is the Hopes that Sir J B—Ich—3 wit, the mo 
our Home-Fleet, is gone off Lisbon in queſt of 


comma 
the Breſt Squadron ; which if he is not ſo forty. vide T. 
nate to come up with to deſtroy, it is to be ſup- Comm! 
poſed he will at leaſt be able to ſee our Men of Medite 
War there, with their Convoy of Victuallers and Cape $ 
Store-ſhips ſafe into the Mediterrnean, clear of it they 
all Danger, or further Hindrance to oppoſe their fuppor 
joining Admiral M——s, But ſhould the French War, 
retreat to Cadiz, where they can be water'd, vic- tion, 
tualled, and refitted, then our Anxiety and Con- Torres 
cern will juſtly return again; becauſe our Home- of Sf 
Fleet cannot watch their Motions any long time hect 
off that Port. As there is neither Proviſions nor Medi, 
Stores at Gibraltar, tho' maintained at a prodi- Whic 
gious Expence, and in ſome meaſure for ſo bene- 44 
ficial a Purpoſe ; yet it ſeems, at this Juncture, tion 
we have not been wiſe enough to lodge proper utter 
Magazines of Stores and Proviſions, that we caſe, 
might reap from the Poſſeſſion of this Key to the Cat 
Mediterranean, Advantages of the laſt Conſe- by 
quence (equal to the immenſe Purchaſe) to this Gib 
Nation, in carrying on the War againſt the two tum 
Crowns, that maintained the laſt general War, Th 
againſt all Europe. Co 
As Neceſſity will ſoon drive Sir J—n BL. 8 
chu with his Fleet home, the Bręſ Squadron i 


muſt 
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maſt neceſſarily be left in the quiet Poſſefſiori of 
the moſt advantageous Situation jn the World, 
command the Straits Mouth, intercept what: 
ittle Trade we have left, cut off all manner of 
Communication by Sea between us and our 
Mediterranean Fleet, garriſon the Sea between 
Cape St. Vincent and the Weſtern- lands: What is 
it they will not be in the fair way of doing in 
ſupport of themſelves, the Proſecution of the 
War, and the diſtreſſing of us? On that Sta- 
tion, they will be in the direct Road to meet le 
Torres the Spaniſh Admiral, with the Treaſure 
of Spain z or, as things fall out, and the Pro- 
ſhect is ſo fair to them, why not run into the 
Medite rranean to join the Combined Fleets ? 
Which, if ever it comes to paſs, muſt inevitably 
end in the Deſtruction of our Fleet, the Reduc- 
tion of Tuſcany, Piedmont, all Italy, and the 
utter Diſtreſs of our faithful Allies. In ſuch a 
caſe, ſhould the French continue at Cadiz, this 
Cataſtrophe can be no otherwiſe avoided, than 
by ſending forthwith Provifions and Stores to 
Gibraltar, that our Fleet may be enabled to con- 
tinue abroad to defeat their Views and Deſigns. 
The Superiority of Strength there, is of the laſt 
Conſequence, the deciſive Power in the preſent 
Criſis of Affairs; upon this the whole turns. 
Can then our Circumſpection and Concern be 
too great, 23 Our All is here at ſtake, the Pre- 
| I | ſervation 


(-128') 
fervation of our Mediterranean Fleet, the Ins 
tereſt of our Allies, and the Well-being of the 
Nation ? For what will it avail, a potent Fleet 
refitting at Spithead, and taking in Water and 
Proviſions, ſo great a diſtance from the Ene- 
my? What can be the Uſe of ſuch a Fleet, as 
there is no Enemy near to infeſt our Channel, or 
make the leaſt Impreſſion on our Coaſt ? It is to 
no purpoſe to ſay, even if we could promiſe our- 
ſelves for the Fairneſs of the Wind and Weather, 
that our Fleet ſhall make unuſual Diſpatch to re- 
turn back to watch the Motions of the Enemy, 
Had we Wings in ſuch a Situation, all muſt be 
irrecoverably gone and loſt, before our Fleet 
could overtake the Enemy, or join Admiral 
Y in the Mediterranean, 


HENCE our Succeſs in this War depends 
on the proper ſtationing our Squadrons; without 
which our Superiority in Ships is altogether in- 
ſignificant, and can anſwer no other Purpoſe 
than a uſeleſs immenſe Expence, to add to tho 
Ruin of an Impoveriſh'd Nation. 


WE hope it will be thought, we have en+ 
deavoured our utmoſt to make theſe Remarks 
with the greateſt Impartiality, without Fayour 
or Prejudice, and free from Ill-manners, 
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Tzu RS DAL, Feb. e gth 1743-4. 


T Three o Clock in the Afternoon, the 
Winchelſea came in fight, in the Weſtern 
Paſſage of the Bay, and made the Signal 
that the Combin'd Fleets were coming 
oat to Sea; upon which the Eſſex, at an Anchor 
under the Iſland of Porquerole, repeated the Signal: 
And after the Admiral had anſwered them, he 
immediately made the publick and private Signals 
to unmoor, which were repeated by me and the 
Rear-Admiral, I then immediately waited on 
Mr. Mathews, and deſired to know (as I had the 
Honour to command next to him, and the Enemy 
in fight) if he had any particular Commands 
or Inſtructions for me: He anſwered me, No, 


ſaying, It was very cold, and bid me go on 
Board 


THE Fleet unmoor'd, hove ſhort, and lay 
ſo all Night, The Enemies Ships that came out, 
anchor'd under the Land near Toulon Harbour; 
being little or no Wind moſt part of the Night. 
At Day- break ſaw the Enemy over the Low- land 
under Sail, and the reſt of their Fleet coming out. 
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AT Ten o'Clock our Fleet weigh'd by Sig, 
nal, with the Wind weſterly ; and half an Hour 
after, the Admiral made the Signal for the Flee 
to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship a-head of 
another; which Signal I repeated, and made Sai 
a-head with my Diviſion, At half an Hour pag 
Eleven o*Clock the Admiral having made the 
Signal for the Van of the Fleet to tack, I repeated 


the Signal and tack't; the Fleet having not 
form'd into a Line of Battle. 


FRIDAY the 10th. 


=. E Fleet continued all the Afternoon plying 
to Windward between the Iſlands and the 
main Land in the Bay of Hieres, the Wind blowing 
freſh weſterly; while the Enemy were employ'd in 
forming a Line of Eattle. At Night our Fleet ar- 
chored in the Bay. At Day-break weigh'd with 
the Land Breeze; and at Seven o' Clock the Admi. 
ral having made the Signal for the Fleet to draw 
into a Line of Battle one a- ſtern of the other with 
a large Wind, and for thoſe to lead, who were to 
lead with their Starboard Tacks aboard by a Wind; 
I repeated the Signal, and anſwer'd it by making 
Sail a head with my Diviſion : But the little Wind, 
with an high weſtern Swell, and the Ships crowd. 
ing and preſſing upon one another, hindered the 
Fleet from getting out of the Bay in the Diſpo- 
ſition of Battle, according to the Signal abroad: 
The Admiral's Diviſion and mine, having go! 
into the Southern Paſſage of the Bay, where there 
is no anchoring, mixed together Heads and 
Sterns athwart, juſt upon being on Board of one 
another, entirely govern'd and conducted by the 
Swell, with all our Boats a-head, endeavouring to 

| tOW 


VCC . « 


($3 


tow the Ships clear of one another; and it was 
with great Difficulty, and beyond Expectation, 
we eſcap'd this imminent Danger. We diſcover'd 
the Enemy, the Body of their Fleet bearing about 
8. W. ſeeming to ſtand towards us with the Wind 
weſterly, while what little Wind we had was 
caſterly. 


SATURDAY Feb. 11th. 
BOUT Noon the Boyne and Chicheſter 


joined us from England; at half an Hour 
after the Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship a-head 
of another; which I repeated. At Two o' Clock 
being almoſt calm, he hoiſted a blue Flag at the 
Flag Staff on the Mizen Top-maſt-head, and 
fired a Gun, which Signal, by the 8th Article of 
the Fighting Inſtructions, is for him that com- 
mands in the 3d Poſt, and the Ships of the Lar- 
board Quarter to clap by the Wind, and to come 
to their Larboard Tack : But by the Ninth Arti- 
cle of the Sailing Inſtructions, it is for all the 
Ships of the Flect to bring to with their Larboard 


Tack, the Admiral having brought to, I repeated 
the Signal, and brought to with the Larboard 


Tack, being very little Wind, and the Swell 
driving us nearer and nearer the Iſland of Porgue- 
role. At three o'Clock the eafterly Wind having 
prevailed, luckily for us, the Admiral made the 
Signal for the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, 
one Ship abreaſt of another: I repeated the Sig- 
nal, and the Fleet made Sail: The Enemy brought 
to in a Line of Battle, being twenty-eight Ships in 
their Line, fixteen French, and twelve Spaniſh ;, a 
French Rear Admiralin their Center, a Commodore 
in their Van, and a Spaniſb Rear Admiral in their 
Rear, In the Evening, about half an Hour after it 

WAS 
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was dark, the Admiral put abroad four Lights in his 
Fore Shrouds, and fired eight Guns, which is the 
Night Signal for the Fleet to bring to, and the 
windward-moſt Ships to do it firſt: Accordingly, ] 
repeated this Signal, and brought to, being ina Line 
a-breaſt with Admiral Mathews, within three 
Miles of the Enemy ; two of whoſe Ships bore 
away from me, Wind variable in the eaſtern 
Quarter all Night. At Day break, finding my. 
ſelf at a greater Diſtance from the Admiral than 
at Night when I brought to, occafioned by x 
Shift of Wind, Eddy or Indraught of the Iflands, 
while he was in the Offing, in the Power of the 
Current, I made Sail, and, by that Time the 
Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet to make 
Sail, which I repeated at half paſt fix o'Clock 
in the Morning, I was near being a-breaſt of 
him, though our Diviſions were far from being 
cloſed together; and the Rear Admiral's a great 
Way to windward of the Line of Battle. 


T H E combined Fleets made fail, and ſtretch'd 
in good Order of Battle to the Southward. At 
halt an Hour paſt Seven o'Clock the Admiral 
made the Signal for the Rear Admiral and his 
Divihon to make more Sail, which I repeated 
and ſoon after he made my Signal to do the ſame, 
having at that Time all my Sail abroad. Before 
eight o' Clock, Lieutenant Jaſper, the Admiral's 
Lieutenant, came on board with the Admiral's 
Directions to me, that he would lay bye until I 
cou'd get up with my Diviſion to cloſe the Line 
of Battle with him : But, inſtead thereof, I ha- 
ving obſerved to Mr, Jaſper, that the Admiral 
had rather made more Sail, and went faſter from 
me, he reply*d, that ſoon after he put off from his 


Ship, the Namuze, ſhe had made moreSail, neverthe- 
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leſs, he thought it his Duty not to return before he 
had delivered to me the Admiral's Meſſage; ſoon 
after, Lieutenant Knowler, of the Namure, came 
on Board of me from the Admiral, with Orders 
for me to make more Sail; upon which I bid 
him look aloft, and ſee whether I could make 
any more Sail. Every Sail which cou'd draw 
being then ſet. Lieutenant Knowler acknow- 
ldged the Truth of what I faid, and added, 
that the Admiral was very uneaſy that the Rear 
Admiral and his Diviſion did not make more 
Sail to get into the Line of Battle. And upon 
my ſaying to him, that, according to the Line, 
the Real, the Spaniſh Admiral, muſt be my Ad- 
verſary ; he reply*d, that Admiral Mathews had 
told him ſo: And after giving my Compliments 
to the Admiral with Aſſurances, that nothing 
ſhou'd be left undone that I had Power to do, to 
get along Side of the Real with all poſſible Expe- 
dition, Lieutenant Knowler returned to the Ad- 
miral. At this Time I had ordered the Captain 
of the Mercury Fireſhip to prime, and to ſend his 
People above what were neceſſary for burning his 
Ship on board of me, which was accordingly 
done; likewiſe directed him to keep an Eye upon 
me; and when I thought it neceſſary for him to 
burn his Ship, he might depend upon proper 
Aſſiſtance, with an Officer and Boats from me to 
attend him. And I having obſerved that there 
were fix Ships a-ſtern of the Spaniſh Admiral in 
the Enemies Line; and that the ſternmoſt Ship, 
the largeſt, except the Real, as I had only four 
Ships a- ſtern of me, according to Mr. Mathews's 
Order of Battle, I made the Signal for the Lieu- 
tenants of the Oxford, Nonſuch and Romney, and 
dieted them to tell their Captains to fall a- 
ſtern to aſſiſt and ſupport the ſternmoſt Ships of 
my Diviſion, At 
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At Eight o' Clock. 


T HE Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle one Ship a. breaſt 
of another, which I repeated. At nine he made 
the Signal for the Fleet to draw into a Line of 
Battle, one a-ſtern of another, with a large Wind; 
and the Rear Admiral to lead, which I repeated, 
And halt an Hour after, he made the Signal for 
the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship 
a-head of another, which I repeated. At thi 
Time the Roya! Oak joined us. 


At Half paſt Ten o'Clock, 


THE Admiral made the Signal to engage 
the Enemy, which the Rear Admiral repeated, 
but Idid not. Our Fleet kept bearing down upon 
the Enemy, not at all formed in the Order of 
Battle, the Van, the Rear-Admiral's Diviſion be- 
ing to wind-ward four or five Miles of the Line of 
Battle; and my Diviſion, the Rear, a great Diſ. 
tance from the Center; the AdmiraPs Diviſion, 
occaſioned by the Admiral's not laying by for me, 
according to the Meilage ſent to me by Lieute- 
tenant Jaſper ; whereby it ſoon became impracti- 
cable for our Fleet to keep the Advantage of the 
Wind, conſidering the Foulnefs of our Ships, 
and have Room to form ina proper Diſpoſition of 
Battle, before Action, unleſs we had immediately 
haled our Wind to gain Time for that Purpoſe, 
which would have brought the Enemy more a- 
ſtern of our Fleet, The French Admiral no ſooner 
obſerved us make this Signal than he hoifted his 
Colours, as did alſo every Ship of the confederate 
Fleet, and made more Sail, continuing their 
Courſe to the Southward with an Intention of 
gaining the Wind, or to draw us on to fight at 3 
Diſadvantage upon ſuch unequal Terms, 
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SUNDAY, Feb. 12. 
BOU T half an Hour paſt one o'Clock, 


the Enemies Rear, the Span; Squadron, our Van 
near a-breaſt with their Center, while I and my 
Diviſion were left a great Way a-ſtern with little 
Wind, a great Swell, and all the Probability of 
a Calm, the Rear Admiral, inſtead of being far 
enough a-head to attack the Enemies Van, was 
where the Admiral ſhould have been: The Ad- 
miral, inſtead of being far enough a-head to at- 
tack the Enemies Center, was where I ſhould 
have been : And I, inſtead of being far enough 
a- head to attack the Enemy's Rear, was left a 
great Diſtance a- ſtern. In this Diſpoſition, con- 
tary” to the Signal for the Line of Battle then 
abroad, Admiral Mathews, without hinting to 
me the leaſt Information of his Deſign, bore 
down with the Marlborough upon the Spaniſh 
Admiral, and began the Engagement : The 
Admiral was not long engaged before he left 
the Marlborough, in the Heat of Action, againſt 
the Real, and her Second a-ſtern that lay upon 
her Quarter. The Norfolk engaged the ReaPs 
Second a-head of her, which Ship ſoon bore away 
out of their Line. The three headmoſt Ships of 
the Spaniſh Squadron exchanged a Broad-fide in 
paſſing at the headmoſt Ships of the Admiral's 
Diviſion, but continued their Courſe to the South- 
ward with the French Squadron, making in all 
nineteen Ships. 


TH E Somerſet, Princeſſa, Dragon, Bedford, 
Kingston, Guernſey and Salisbury engaged at too 
great a Diſtance the Poder, a Spaniſh Ship, 
next to the Spaniſb e Second a-head, * 

t 


the Center of our Fleet being a- breaſt of 
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til the Berwick bore down and gave her Battle , 
to which Ship ſhe afterwards ſtruck, being dif. 
maſted. About two o' Clock, Rear Admiral Row. 
ley and the Princeſs Caroline got a-long Side of 
M. de Court, the French Admiral, and his Second, 
and engaged them for ſome Time. The Boyne 
and Chicheſter alſo fired at the French, but at too 
great a Diſtance. The three other foremoſt Ships, 
the Naſſau, Warwick and Sterling Caſtle, though 
there was no Signal of Direction to the contrary, 
did not engage according to the Signal abroad, 
but kept their Wind, endeavouring to prevent 
the French (who had ſo great a Superiority as 


nineteen againſt ſeven) from tacking and doubling 
upon them. 


BETWEEN two and three o' Clock the Marl. 
borough*s main and mizen Maſts were ſhot by the 
Board, nevertheleſs ſhe continued to make good 
Fires upon the Enemy, although ſhe had no Aſſi- 
ſtance from her Neighbours in the Line, that 
continued laying to wind-ward, and firing at the 
Ships in the Enemies Rear, not within Gun-ſhot. 


A T four o' Clock the Dunkirk and Cambridge 
being to wind- ward of me, I fired a Shot to wind- 
ward of them, and made the Dunkir#'s Signal. 


A T half paſt four o' Clock I try'd to reach 
the ſternmoſt Ship of the Enemy, and fired a 
Braodſide at her, but cou'd not ſtop her from 
going a-head; ſhe was before my Beam, Top- 
gallant Sails lower'd, only under her main and 
foretop Sails, with her mizen Topſail a-back; 
notwithſtanding which ſhe drew a- head of me, 
tho' there was very little Wind, with ſo high a 
ſouthern Swell, that it was all that I cou'd do to 
keep the Ports open to fire the lower Tier of Guns. 
As ſoon as I fired, ſhe returned it, then 2 * 
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her top-gallant Sails, filled her mizen Top-ſail, 


and let fall her Fore-fail, and bore away from me: 


| kept going down after her, until I found I 
ſhou'd only be able to fetch into her Wake. At 
this very Time I obſerv'd the Ann Galley Firethip 
with all her Sail abroad, going down upon the 
Spaniſh Admiral, who lay diſabled with his Stern 
to the Marlborough. The Enemy, in the Rear 
of the Spaniſh Admiral, fired at the Fireſhip, ex- 


cepting the two ſternmoſt Ships, but their Shot 
ſeemed to fall ſhort of her. 


ABOUT five o'Clock the Ann Galley Fire- 
ſhip, without being properly aſſiſted, appearing 
to be very near the Real; which Ship had fired 
ſeven or eight Guns at her, was preſently ſet on 
Fire and blew up without doing Execution, A 
oreat Launch full of Men was ſent from the 


Real to take her; but ſhe blew up before the 
Launch boarded her. 


AT the ſame Time ſaw Rear Admiral Rew- 
ley and his Diviſion ſtanding to the Northward 
towards us, with the Signal out for the Ships of 
his Diviſion to bear down into his Wake; and the 
French Squadron on the other Tack fo cloſe after 
them, that their Heads being towards us, we 
cou'd hardly diſtinguiſh them from one another. 


IN this Diſpoſition, when the Fireſhip had 
miſcarried, and our Van were making what Haſte 
they cou'd to join our Center, with the French 
cloſe after them in good Order of Battle, Admiral 
Mathews haled down the Signal to engage the 
Enemy, and the Signal for the Line of Battle, 
and hoiſted the white Flag at the Flagſtaff on the 
Fore-top-maſt Head, the Signal to give over 
Chace ; upon which I haled down the Signal for 
the Line of Battle, repeated the Signal to give 
over Chace, and ſhortened Sail, 
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W HEN the French tack'd upon our Van, 


they had it in their Power, by their great Supe. 1 i 
riority, to deſtroy it ; but tho? they ranged with. p | ſhifts 
; in Piſtol-ſhot of tour or five of our Ships, where — it wi 


they could have raked them fore and aft, they tim all I 


did not fire one Shot, but bore away to the Aff 
ſtance of the Spaniſh Squadron. 


PII 


ſometim 


At half paſt Five o Clock. Ad 
THE Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet Ships (\ 
to draw into a Line of Battle a-head, which Sig- three ot 
nal I repeated, There was at this Time very one of 1 
little Wind, and ſo great a Swell, that, with the their F 
Loſs of a good deal of Room, it was all that the | rec 
Suips wou'd wear: The Admiral wore and form'd tecting 
the Line of Battle on the other Tack (the Star- of Batt 
board, the ſame the Rear Admiral was upon) Diviſic 
leaving the Peder, the Ship that ſtruck, to be Tacks 
retook by the French Squadron, with the Ber. AT 
wick*s Lieutenant, and twenty-three of her Men: . 
So precipitate was our Flight from the Frencb, Hom 
that there was not Time to fave their People. pn 
nemy 

THE Dor ſesſpire, Eſſex, Rupert and Real 
Oak wore when the Admiral did, which conſe— * 
quently brought them nearer to the ſternmoſt nh 

S' ins of the Spanyh Squadron, that, by this 

Time, bad got up in a cloſe Line with their Ad- 
mir.l: in paſſing by, being on the contrary T 
Tach, they fired, as did Admiral Mathews, the to di 
Deiſecuite, Ae, Rupert, Royal Oak, Dunkirk anot 


and Cambridge, upon this Occaſion; which Firing 
was the laſt of the Action, and ſoon ccaſed: Our 
Fleet paſſed on, leaving the confederate Fleet. 


At 
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At Eight o'Clock at Night. 
THE Lieutenant of the Ruſſel came on board 


of me from the Admiral, to acquaint me, that he 
had ſhifted his Flag on board of that Ship; and 
that it was his Directions for me to keep near to 
him all Night. | 


LIT 1 LE Wind all Night, variable, and 


ſometimes Calm. 


AT Day-break ſaw the Enemy in the S. W 
Quarter, little Wind about N. E. and one of our 
Ships (which proved to be the Somerſet) diſtant 
three or four Miles, exchanging ſome Shot with 


one of the Enemies Ships that was ſeparated from 
their Fleet. 


received a Letter from Admiral Mathews, di- 
tecting me, when he made the Signal for the Line 
of Battle a-head of each other, to lead with m 


Diviſion, let it be with the Starboard or Larboard 
Tacks on Board 


AT the ſame time ſent my Compliments to the 
Admiral by Capt. Long, with my Opinion that 
we ſhould do nothing, unleſs we engag*d the E- 
nemy in a proper Diſpoſition of Battle. 


. At Nine o'Clock. 


[ made theSignal for my Diviſion to give chace 
to the S. W. and crouded fail a-head, 


At Eleven o'Clock, 


THE Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 


to draw into a Line of Battle one Ship a-breaft ot 
another, which I repeated. 


Monpay, Feb. 13. 


T Two o'Clock in the Afternoon the Ad- 
miral brought too on the Starboard Tack 
and at Three o'Clock he made the Signal for me 


— — 
— — 


and anſwered by making all the Sail I could. 
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to make Sail with my Diviſion, which I repeat 


ed, made 
Gail of the 


AT halt paſt Three o' Clock the Admiral made W. of me. 


the Signal for the Rear- Admiral and his Diwifor 
to make more ſail, which I repeated. 


ALL this Afternoon kept forming into a 
Line according to the Signal abroad, and going 
down upon the Enemy, who were going afore 
the Wind, retreating in great Diſorder.— 


THE Spaniſh Squadron was a-head, and t9 
Leeward of the French: Four of their Ships were 
diſabled, among which was the Real, the San} 
Admiral, whoſe Flag was flying without a Top. 
maſt on end, or a Yard a-croſs, in tow of a large 
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Ship. ; Battle one 
At Six o' Clock. ng upor 
OUR Fleet brought to with their Starboud I vore pla. 
Tacks, being perfectly well formed in a Line of ad the! 
Battle. The Body of the Spaniſh Squadron bear- | + 
ing of me S. W. by W. and the Body of the French Signal fe 
8. W. by S. At Seven o' Clock the Eſſex ſet the into his 
Spaniſh diſabled Ship, that ſtruck the Day before, 
on fire, and ſhe ſoon blew up. HE 
TH E Burford join'd us from England, and chace: 
fell into her Station in the Line of Battle. Captain. 
the Vin 
At Ten o'Clock at Night. p g 
LOST Sight of the Enemy. Little Wind 44,5. 
N. N. E. fine Moon- light Night. _ 
AT half paſt Two o'Clock the Admiral fired the Sig 
Ten Guns, the Signal for the Fleet to make fail, bear d. 
which Signal I repeated and made ſail, and con- Freſh 
tinued my Courſe to the Weſtward with a freſh ward, 
Gale, T E 


At the b 


( 15) 
At Day- break. 


| made the Signal for ſeeing above Twenty 


zul of the Enemy, then bearing about W. S. 
W. of me. 


Cc 


At Seven o'Clock. 


THE Admiral hoiſted a Flag ſtriped red and 
white on the Flag-ſtaff at the Foretop-maſt-head, 
ind fired a Gun; which Signal, by the Thirteenth 
Article of the Fighting Inſtructions, is for the 
Vice-Admural and his Diviſion to draw into a 
Line of Battle a-head of one another : But by the 
Fourteenth Article of the Sailing Inſtructions, it 
s for the Vice-Admiral to ſend Ships to chace : 
Upon ſeeing the Signal made by the Admiral, I 
repeated it, and with my Diviſion in the Line of 
Battle one Ship a- head of another gave chace, gain- 
ing upon the Enemy, and making their Ships 
more plain, being able to ſze them from the Deck, 
and the Real in tow. 

AT Eight o'Clock, the Admiral made the 
signal for the Ships to windward to bear down 
into his Wake. 

At Nine o'Clock. 


HE made the Signal for the Fleet to give over 
chace : Afterwards he made the Signal for my 
Captain, but ſoon haled it in again, and ſent 
the Winchelſea to me, whoſe Captain came on 
Board with Directions for me to give over chace, 


and come into the Fleet, and keep near to the 
Admiral. 


AT Ten O Clock, the Admiral continuing 
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the Signal abroad for the Ships to wind ward to 
bear down into his Wake, fired another Gun.— 
Freſh Gales; the Wind came more to the Eaſt- 
ward. Loſt ſight of the Enemy. 


THE Account I have now given, is to 


the beſt of my Knowledge, Judgment, Obſer- 


616) 


vation and Belief, a faithful and true Account of 
the Diſpoſition and Proceedings of his Majeſty! 
Fleet, and of the Combined Fleets (ſo far as my 
Situation would allow) previous to, and after th 
Engagement: And if in the Delivery of it! 
appear too minute, I muſt beg leave to inform 
this Honourable Houſe, that in the Courſe ot 
this Inquiry many Incidents and Accidents, ſmal 
in themſelves (and to Gentlemen not proper 
well acquainted with Maritime Affairs, appearing 
perhaps trivial) may be attended with great, 
very great Conſequences, eſpecially in regard ty 
my ſelf, whoſe Behaviour upon that important 
Occaſion, muſt in ſome mcaſure be juſtified or 
condemned from them; and although it has been 
my Misfortune, not my Fault, to have received 
what I muſt humbly preſume to call a ſevere and 
undeſerved Cenſure of my Conduct in the En. 
gagement, yet I am not without hopes, that when 
this Inquiry is perfected, the Gentleman, whole 
Authority laid the preſent Suſpenſion on me, 
will have reaſon to think I did not deſerve it: 
And I flatter my ſelf no leſs, that when all Cir. 
cumſtances ſhall be laid before this Houſe relating 
thereto, with ſuch Evidences as in 2 ſhort Time 
I ſhall be able to produce in ſupport of them, 
that my Conduct ſhall appear in a Light very dit. 
ferent from what my Enemies have placed it, 
and not unworthy the Truſt, the Poſt, and Duty 
of an Admiral, My Honour, my Experience, 
and long Service, make an Inquiry moſt welcome 
to me, either here or in any other Place : It 1s 
what I have long ſolicited for, and as the Reſult 
of it will give publick Satisfaction, I eagerly and 
earneſtly attend to it, as the only Means of hav- 
ing Juſtice done to my ſelf and to every other 
Object of it. ; 
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glad to catch at the leaſt 8 of an Opportu- 


Vice-A——1 L=----k 
T 0 
The D—- of Vie. 
Which accompanied a Copy of the Suſpenſion. 


Saliſbury, in Mahon- Harbour, 
My Lord Duke, 20th March, 1743. 


OU will be pleaſed to ſignify to his Majeſty, 
that on the 16th, after the Night watch was 
ſet, in return to my Rejoinder, Mr. Mathews judg'd 
it proper to ſend me an Order of Suſpenſion. I know 
not what he writes to your Grace in Reply to it; for 
he has not thought me deſerving of any other Anſwer. 
[can now only ſay, that I have been deprived of my 
Authority in a very extraordinary Manner, and in- 
jured in the tendereſt Point, that of my Reputation; 
wherefore I humbly hope for all the Redreſs which is 


due to me, after ſuck an undeſerved arbitrary Stretch 


of Power. 


THE Salisbury, fince ſhe was appointed to pro- 
ceed with me to Eng!2nd, has been ordered to convoy 


| the Turkey Ships home, ſo that my Paſſage will be ſo 


much the longer, and conſequently the Oppreſſion 


the greater; until I can throw myſelf at his Majeſty's 
| Feet to ſeek Juſtice. In the mean time, I thought 
it my Duty to ſend your Grace a Triplicate of all the 
| Papers that have paſſed between us, excepting the 
| Lines of Battle; which, the little Time J have had, 
the Uncertainty of an Opportunity, and Hurry I 


have been in, would not permit. I am excecdingly 


nity, 


(15) 


nity, not knowing but the ſame Man, who thus ſtopy 
the Channel of Correſpondence between your 
Grace and me, may alſo uſe all Ways and Means to 
get at my Packets. I have only to beg, that your 
Grace would be ſo good to excuſe the Errors that 
may be committed from ſo much Hurry, little Time, 
and want of proper Clerks. I muſt likewiſe beg, that 
you would be pleaſed to cauſe a Copy of this Letter, 
with Mr. Mzt2ws's Order of Suſpenſion, and my 
Anſwer, to be ſent to my Lords of the Admiralty; 
for I have no Time, as the Ship who carries this, is 
already getting under Sail ; and in caſe Mr. Secretary 
Corbett ſhould not have received my two former Pack- 
ets, I believe your Grace will think it neceſſary for his 
Majeſty's Service, that Copies of the whole may be 
ſent to him for their Lordſhip's Information. I am, 


Aly L D —, 
Your G——v5, &c. 
Rd L- k. 


Vice-A— 1 L—k to the D—e of N le, 
from on board the Saliſbury at Mother-Bank, 
near Spithead, 24% May, 1744. 


My L-— D : | 
HOPE your Grace received my Packet of the 
i6th of March from Mahon, with a Duplicate 
thereof; likewiſe my Letter of the 20th of March, 
with a Copy of Admiral Mathezws's Order of Sul- 
penſion, and a Triplicate of all the Papers, which 
had been before ſent to your Grace. I beg Leave toac- 
quaint you, that the Salisbury, being directed to cart) 
me home, ſailed from Mahon the 26th of . March, 


with Merchant Ships under her Convoy, and arrived 
at Sg. Ileleus Yeſterday, 


WHEN 
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WHEN TI had flattered myſelf, what little Me- 
rit I poſſefled, was the Knowledge I had acquired in 
my Protettion, by the Dint of a long Experience, anda 
fervent Zeal for his Majeſty's Service, always receiving 
in the Execution of my Duty, Approbation and Ap- 
plauſe 3 a ſenſible Encouragement to a Man who 
means well, aud endeavours his utmoſt ; when an 
unblemiſh'd Reputation, and the general Eſteem, as 
an Officer well qualified, and well acquainted in his 
Majeſty's Service, were my Conſolation, at this time 
of Day, ta feel ſo grievous an Injury, fo undeſerved, 
and heavy an Oppreſſion, is too ſevere for me to bear 
its Shock : Nothing ſupports me under its Preſſure, 
but the Certainty of the King's Juſtice, and his moſt 
gracious Bounty to all his Servants: It is with infi- 
nite Regret, I am now neceſſitated to obſerve to your 
Grace, that while Admiral Mathews has enjoyed the 
Command in the Mediterranean, by making ſuch a 
great Number of Officers, as he has done, and beſtow- 
ing other Favours, which accrue from his extenſive 
Power, he has been able to raiſe up many great Friends, 
and to form an Intereſt, capable of overthrowing 
Truth and Innocence, in the Vindication of himſelf, 
and the Miſrepreſentation of me. He is not only a 
more potent Ad verſary than ever he has yet been 
but, alas! I appear, in the Sight of the World, as a 

elinquent, deprived of my Authority, and ſent 
home in an ignominious Manner, full in the Eyes of 
the Publick, at a Conjuncture, when it became more 
the immediate Duty of every Officer to exert himſelt, 
and facrifice his Life in the Support of the King's 
Commands; much more a Flag Officer, of my Rank 
and length of Service. 


A ND as moſt of Mankind will conclude, that 
Admiral Mathews has had good Reaſons for ſo extra- 
ordinary a Proceeding ; the Odium of the Failure of 
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his Majeſty's Fleet will fall on me, and Iſhall be univez. 
ſally condemn'd. To guard, then, in fome Meaſure, 
againſt ſuch a Weight of Injuſtice and Affliction in 
this the Opinion of the Nation, and my unfortunate 
Circumſtances, until his Majeſty, in his great Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, ſhal! judge it neceffary and convenient 
for me to juſtify myſelf at a legal Trial, that the Guilty 
may be openly deteRed, to take this Cenſure off me; 
in the me an time I humbly implore that his Majeſty 
will be graciouſly pleated to grant me his Royal Leave 
to print the Papers on both Sides, which paſs'd be. 
tween Admiral Mathews and me; which, in all Pro. 
bability, may prevent ſcapdalous Inſinuations, Preju. 
dice and Falſnood taking root, to add to my Perſe. 
cution. 


THE 26th of April, in the Evening, the Salislur) 
got under Sail from Gibraliar, but Captain Barradale, 
of the Shark Sloop, having the 26th examined a Dn!:) 
Ship off Cape Traflagar, was informed by the Maſter 
of her, that the 24th he ſpoke with a Span; Ship of 
War of 68 Guns, with a Fly-boat under her Convoy; 
and that next Day he ſaw them both go into Cadia; 
and on the 26th his Majeſty's Sloops, the Salts, 
Shark, and Aebec cruizing in the Gut, having made 
this Sparni/ Ship of War, with two Ships under her 
Convoy ; one of which was a large Fly-boat, ſuppoſed 
to be loaded with Stores for the Enemy at Carthagens, 
Captain Spragge diſpatck'd the Xebec with this Infor- 
mation; whereupon the Sglislury anchored again. 
The 27th in the Morning ſhe weigh'd with the Trade, 
and ſaw the Spanih Man of War (which Ship was 
the Grand Lyon of 70 Guns) paſs thro? the Gut, wit! 
the Ships under her Protection, the Salisbury continu- 
ing her Courſe to the Weſtward with a freſh Eaſtern 
Gale; and in her Paſſage home ſhe has neither met 
with one Cruizer, nor received any Intelligence. 
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THE Salisbury has had no Communication as 


yet; for even the Cuſtom-houſe Boats refuſed taking 
our Letters, and ihe is now going to perform Qua- 
rantine 3 and as ſoon as it is over, I ſhall have it in 
my Power to wait on your Grace, In the mean 
time, I beg the Honour of an Anſwer. I am, 


My L —, 
Your 6 


% Bee. 
Rd L——k. 


The D-— ke of N- —le's L. - to Vice- 
An 1 k. 


. 
White hall, May 29, 1744. 


HAVE received the Favour of your Letter of 
the 24th Inſtant, and have laid it before the King: 
As I ſhall ſoon ſee you here, I ſhall then have an Op- 
portunity of acquainting you with his Majeſty's 
Thoughts upon the Contents of it, which makes it 
unneceſſary for me to ſay any thing further at preſent, 
than that I am, 


N. 
Yours, &c. 


1I—s8 Ne. 


Vices 


( 22) 


Nice Am—] L-—-—k to the D-— of N—< 


My L-— D——;, 
AST Night I arrived in Town; but the Gout 
being upon me, that I am unable to ſet my 


Foot to the Ground, prevents my waiting on your 
Grace, agreeable to the Intention of, 


My L—- D—-, 
Jour G 


1 
Whitehall 


18% June 1744. R d L——k 


Vice-A——l L—k to the E Win — fes 


My Lora, 
HEN I received the Honour of your Lord. 


ſhip's Letter at Port/month, informing me, 
that his Grace the D-— of N. had, by hi 
Majeſty's Command, laid my two laſt Letters before 
my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty for ther 
Opinion, I was extremely ill of the Gout. After wait 
ing there till laſt Saturday Morning, I ſet out for 
Town, and on Monday acquainted Mr, S——1y 
C—-—7t, by Letter, of my Arrival here; but as the 
Diſorder continued to deprive me of my Legs, | 
could not poſſibly wait on their L nps. Since 
which, I underſtand the Opinion of your Board has 
been ſent to his Majeſty ; which, with the King's 
Reſult thereupon, I am entirely ignorant of: And 
what now adds to my Mortification and the Weigh: 
of Affliction I labour under, is the News of the 
Promotion of junior Flag-Officers to the Rank above 
me, while I am left out (a). 

THE 


fa) Mr. Stuart and Sir Charles Hardy, inferior Flag Officers to 
\ ice-Admiral Leſtock, were, at this time, promoted to the Rank 
above him. 
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THE Moment I can ſtand upon my Legs, I 
ſhall not fail of waiting on your Lordſhip; but in 
the mean time, as this Appointment to my Prejudice 
and Diſhonour, appears to be like Judgment, preceding 
Conviction, a Sanction to Admiral Mathetus's Injuſ- 
tice, Miſrepreſentation, and Calumny, in regard to 
me, and a Demonſtration of Guilt to the World, 
without the Juſtice of a legal Tryal, which I humbly 
apprehend I have an indubitable Right to, I cannot 
help preſuming to beg of your Lordſhip an Explana- 
tion. I am, 


My Lord, 


Yours, &c. 
Charing-Croſs, he 


21/} June 1744. 
| R— d L——k, 


E/ Win — tt Vice- A. L——k. 


IX, 


am very ſorry for the ill State of your Health, by 
which I have been prevented ſeeing you. I am 
ſurprized you ſhould think that a Promotion of Flags, 
during the Time of your Suſpenſion, gives any Sanc- 
tion to what has paſſed in relation to your Conduct, 
without entering into the Merits of your Cauſe, one 
way or other. Whenever that comes to be heard, the 
Crown will undoubtedly do you Juſtice, and *till then, 
either hoiſting of your Old Flag, or giving you a new 
one, would be as premature, as you ſay every thing 
has been which has happen'd to you ſince the Action 
in the Mediterranean, I am, 


S ITX, 
June 21, 1744, Yours, &c. 


Win — ſea. 
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Vice-A—— LK to the E—l of Win— fc; 


My L—, 
AM extremely obliged to your Lordſhip for the Ex. 
planation which I receiv'd laſt Night; I am now 
entirely ſatisfied : But without ſuch an Anſwerl muſt 
confeſs, it would have added to the Pain of the Gout. 
People, in my Circumſtances, are very ſuſceptible of 
Jealouſy, eſpecially where their Pretenſions and Seni. 
ority ſeem to be invaded : I hope, therefore, your 
Lordſhip will forgive the Infirmity of Human Nature, 
I am with the greateſt Reſpect, 


My 1— 
Yours, &c. 


R——d L—-k 


Vice - —| L——k to the D-— of N——l: 


My L— D—, 
| July 1744. 
N Obedience to your Grace's Commands, I waited 
on my L—— in ſea, and the Admiralty 
Board; who tell me, that my Affair was indeed re- 
ferred to them for their Opinion, and accordingly 
they had ſent their Judgement to your Grace for His 


Majeſty's Information; conſequently I muſt now at- 


tend your Grace for the Royal Reſult. 


WHILE I am thus injured and oppreſſed, once 
more I humbly pray your Grace would be pleaſed to 
approve of my publiſhing the Papers, that paſſed be- 
tween Admiral Mathews and me. Th which I ſhall 


forbear publiſhing your Graces Letter after my Arri- . 


val at Spiibead; the only one J have had the hour 
to receive from your Grace, relating to theſe Papers. 
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What induces me to be the more urgent, "beſides my 
Reputation as an Officer being at Stake, 1s certain In- 
telligence, that theſe Papers will be publiſhed by other 
Hands; there being many Copies in Town, wherein 
Falſities and Miſtakes may be inſerted, and the Pub- 
lick impoſed upon; therefare I beſeech your Grace's 
Conſideration, I am, 


My L D——, 
Your Grace's, SC. 


R— d L—-k. 


Vice dnl Link ts the D. of Ne. 


My L— D-—-, July 27th, 1744. 

T is now above two Months, fince I made my 
firſt Application to your Grace for publiſhing thoſe 
Papers that paſſed between Admiral Mathews and me, 
2s what I owed my ſelf in ſupport of an injured Re- 
putation; but as J received no Aniwer before your 
Grace went into Suſſex, I was neceſſitated to trouble 
you with another Letter to this Purpoſe, and J hum- 
bly hope now for your Grace's Determination : Being 
the more ſollicitous therein, from a certain Informa- 
tion that they will be publiſh'd by other Hands, per- 


haps to my Diſadvantage, and the Impoſition of the 


Publick. I beg leave like wiſe to acquaint your Grace 


again, that in Obedience to your Commands, I wait- 


ed ſeveral times on my L— in ſea and the 
Admiralty Board; who tell me my Affair was in- 
deed referred to them for their Opinion, and accord- 
ingly they had ſent it to your Grace for his Majeſty's 
Information, conſequently that I muſt now attend 
your Grace for the Royal Reſult. I am, 
My L—— D=—, 
Tour Grace's, &c. 


Rd L k, 
D Vice- 
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Vice- A 41. k to the D-— of Nl, 
to the ſame Pur port as his former Letters, 


My L—— D——;, 

Auguſt 13, 1744, 
AM under the greateft Uneaſineſs for fear of be. 
ing thought troubleſome, a Character I would a. 
vor at any rate, eſpecially to your Grace; but what 
I foreſaw, and mentioned in my Letters, is come to 
paſs ; for in ſeveral of the daily Papers of laſt Week, 
the Papers that paſſed between Admiral Mathews and 
me, are advertiſed to be publiſhed, therefore I am 
forced to renew my Application ; begging that I may 
have his Majeſty's Leave to print them my ſelf, to 
revent the Publick being miſled by a ſpurions Copy, 
Ferse taken the Liberty to incloſe one of theſe Þx 

pers, to convince your Grace of this Truth. 


I MUST likewiſe beg leave again to repeat to 
your Grace, what I have mentioned in my former 
Letters, That in Obedience to your Grace's Com. 
mands I waited on my L—- W/iz——ſea and the 
Admiralty Board, who tell me, that my Affair was 
indeed referred to them for their Opinion, and accord- 
ingly they had ſent it to your Grace for His Majeſty's 
Information; conſequently that I muſt attend your 


Grace for the Royal Reſult (4). I am, 
Your Grace's, &c. 
R d L k. 
| | Mr, 


() Mr. L-/tock did not only write frequently on the ſame 5ud- 
jet to his G- the D—ke of e, but took all Opportunities 
of waiting on him, for near three Months together, which Con- 
Fancy abies produced the K—g's Order to the L—ds of the Ad. 
ty, fignitying his Pleaſure to bring Admiral Lefock with al 
pottible Expedition to his Trial. — Accordingly, Mr. S——) 


Gantt, 


deſervin 


J laring 
: Fre Narr 


Mr. 


to you 
againf 
raneas, 
exped 
Caſe v 
vice th 
lick (h 
dered | 
defign 
for tha 
be reac 
pare fe 
know 


| Cee, b 
© tice, B. 
wesen th 
of the M 
Month tl 
ſwers to 
eyer Sati 


ow wh 


Trifling, 


(97) 
ry Cor—tt 70 Vice- A—-1 L. 


Mr. 8 


$ T1 KR, 

Admiralty-Office 20% Aug. 1744. 

HE Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty hav- 
ing received his Majeſty's Pleaſure to bring you 
to your Tryal, for your Conduct in the late Action 
againſt the Fleets of France and Spain, in the Mediter- 
ranean, and that the ſame ſhould be done in the moſt 
expeditious manner that the Circumſtances of the 
Cafe will admit; His Majeſty judging it for his Ser- 
vice that an Affair of ſuch Conſequence to the Pub- 
ick ſhould be immediately enquired into, I am or- 
dered by their Lordſhips to acquaint you, that they 
defign to have a Court-Martial held here in England 
for that Purpoſe, ſo ſoon as Mr. Matheus and you ſhall 
be ready for it. Their Lordſhips dire& you to pre- 
pare for the ſaid Tryal, and to let their Lordſhips 
know when you are ready. I am, 


3:1; 
Yours, &c. 
Tho. Cor—tt. 
D 2 Vice- 


| Ct, by his Letter of the 26th of Auguſt 144, gives him No- 
| tice, But as to the Printing the Letters and Papers that paſs'd be- 
| tween the Admirals, Mr. Leftock was forbid doing it, in the Name 
| of the M y, which he forbore. However, in the ſame 
Month theſe Papers were publiſh'd, with Remarks on, and An- 
ſwers to the Narrative of the Fleet in the Mediterranean. What- 
ever Satisfaction the Original Papers might give the Publick, to 
bow where the Fault lay, theſe Remarks and Anſwers were ſo 
| irifling, Weak, and Inſignificant, that they were not thought 
' deſerving of a Reply; as they ſeemed rather to illuſtrate the many 
j paring Truths, and ſtrong Arguments of the Pamphlet, entitled, 
Ve Narrative, than to controvert and prove the Falſhood and Ma- 
| lgnity of them. | 
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Vice- A — | L——k to Mr. Sec-—-y Cor — tt. 


S I R, 5 
Auguſt 2r, 1744. 
OTHING ever gave me greater Pleaſure 
N than the Receipt of your Letter of yeſterday' 
Date: An Enquiry into my Conduct, for the ſake 
of his Majeſty's Service, the Publick Good, and in 
vindication of my ſelf, has been my conſtant Appl.. 
cation to his Majeſty's Principal Secretary of State from 
the Day of my Arrival 'till now; the Knowledge 
therefore of the Royal Reſult, cannot but give me 
Joy, and allo I think myſelf much obliged to their 
Lordſhips for the Early Notice you have given me 
of their Intention, it is a ſure Inſtance of their Juſtice, 
tho' I am conſcious my Cauſe is ſuch, that I want no 
other Preparation than the Arrival of the Evidence, 
having from the beginning been ready to juſtify my- 
ſelf, to fix the general Odium where it ſhould lay, 
and to overthrow all Miſrepreſentation and Calumny, 


IT is neceſſary however for me to obſerve at this 
time to their Lordſhips, that I have no Charge againſt 
me beſides the Queries, which Admiral Mathews ſent 
to me ; theſe, with his Replications to my Anſwers, 
imply my Accuſation, as well from the Tenor of the 
Order of Suſpenſion, as from your Letter ſignifying 
His Majeſty's Pleaſure to their Lordſhips to bring me 
to my Trial for my Conduct, in the late Action againſt 
the Fleets of France and Spain in the Mediterranean. 


IN a Caſe then where an impartial Enquiry and 
the ſtricteſt Scrutiny are abſolutely neceſſary, towards 
the Explication of ſo important a Subject, with ſub- 
miſſion to their Lordihips, it appears requiſite to me, 
that the Evidence ought not to be confined to any 
Particular Number, but to include all the wy; > 
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Officers and Quarter-Deck People of the Ships in my 
Diviſion, (which Perſons from their Situation were 
the beſt able to diſtinguiſh) on the Day of the late 
Action in the Medilerranean: The greater Number 
of Witneſſes that are examined, the more conſpicuous, 
and notorious, will the Innocence or Guilt appear. 
But if his Majeſty's Service, or the Number of Ships 
under their Lordſhips Order to return home, will not 
admit of ſuch a Proceeding, I muſt with infinite Re- 
gret ſubmit to a leſſer Number, in which I hope their 
Lordſhips will do me the Juſtice to indulge me, as 
my Reputation, my All is at Stake, either including 
the Applauſe or Cenſure of the King, their Lord ſhips, 
and the Voice of the Nation (c). : 

AL- 


(e) The Diſadvantages the ſuſpended Admiral labours under 
are innumerable, while Mr. M s, on the contrary, has all 
the Benefit that Fortune, Power and Intereſt can give him. Amon 
the many Advantages we may venture to enumerate, that his Mit- 
condu&t cannot be enquired into, before Vir, k is juſtified; 
and if that never happens, then, in all Probability, he will exult 
over him, and his Raſhnels, Folly, and Misbehaviour, particularly 
that of never exerciſing and diſciplining the Ships under his 
Command, by frequently drawing them into Lines of Battle, 
zoreeable to his Initructions ; and, above all, ſaflering the Enemy 
to get away the third Day with their lame Ships, by calling Mr. 
L-——þ off from the Chace, tho' undeniable Facts, and univer— 
fally known, will nevertheleſs eſcape Cenfure, and be involved 
in the Vice Admiral's Condemnation, as it cannot be ſuppoled, 
he will ever afterwards have Intereit enough to bring him to an 
Account. lt is a Diſpute between an Admiral in Power, next 
to being at the Head of the Fleet, (joined to a formidable Intereſt 
of other Admirals, who, if they do not in ſome Mealure owe to 
him their Promotion, yet they received many Obligations from 
him when he commanded) and an inferior Admiral, deprived of 
Power, and injured in the tendereſt Point, that of his Reputation, 
ſtruggling for Juſtice, and a fair Deciſion.— Ihe Difference be- 
tween being Proſecutor and Defendant is eaſily diſtinguiſhed, both 
in regard to perſonal Circumſtances, and the general Opinion of 
Mankind, In ſhort, one ſeems to have it in his Power either to 
become a powerful, ſtrenuous Friend, or a ſevere, bitter Enemy ; 
whereas the impotent State the other appears in, ſeems to incapa- 
citate him from being either of them, The immenſe Wealth Mr. 


1 — bas acquired, has given him Power, and the N Wr 
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He has had no Opportunity to accumulate Wealth, or make 
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ALLOWING for what may poſſibly be, Us. 
thinking and Unintelligible People, my own Preſe;. 


Vat1on 
of Preferments he has Io laviſhly beſtowed, at the Expence of 
ublick Treaſure, has given him Intereſt, and raiſed up man 
Ene there are the Proſpects of Power and Intereſt to allure 
with, and thoſe of Enmity and Refentment to intimidate 
with, conſequently they muſt have ſome Weight and Influence, 
together with that implacable Hatred, nouriſhed almoſt from In. 
fancy, and the Neceſſity of juſtifying his Conduct, by the Ruin 
of him, whoſe Vindication muft condemn himſelf, nay bring 
about his Diſhonour, Infamy and Loſs of Fortune.—On the other 
Hand, Mr. L-—k, in the Eye of the Law, is deemed a Crimi- 
nal; beſides the Clamour of the Multitude, who received the 
firſt Rumour and Noiſe 1mplicitly, which Reaſon and Innocence, 
tho” ever fo viſible, can never eradicate, as their popular Fury ten- 
der them incapable of forming a juſt Judgment, and milking « 
diſpaſſionate Enquiry to remove the firſt Impreſſion, we have found 
him contending with almoſt inſurmountable Difficulties, to pro- 
cure what every Exgliſmas has an indubitable Right to, that of 
being heard, before he can be puniſhed, cenſured or difgrac'd. 


Friends, but ſrom the Juſtice of his Cauſe ; an inconſiderade 
Advocate in this Age! Let the Reader judge then, whether his 
Innocence muſt not be very conſpicuous, for a Covrt- Martial to 
acquit him honourably, compoſed of Sea-Officers, who cannot be 
excited, with regard to him, either by Hope or Fear ; whoſe par- 
ticular Intereſts cannot be leſſen'd, or Promotions endanger'd by 
his Reſentment, whatever their Sentence ſhould happen to be, el- 
pecially if they ſhould arm themſelves againſt him, by putting it 
tor ever out of his Power to attempt it: Hence it can only be 
an honeſt Courage, capable of reſiſting every powerful Tempra- 
rion, Fear and Deluſion, together with that Independence of 
Mind which enables a Court to do Juſtice, that can poſſibly at- 
quit this unfortunate Gentleman. Conſidering theſe Circum- 
ttances, with many others, equally prevalent, but too tedious to 
repeat, what hath he not at Stake? all that is dear to him; the 
Reputation of an Officer, and fiſty Years Service. — Can it be 
thought in this View, by the Judicious and Impartial, an unrez- 
ſonable Boon to require the Officers and Quarter-deck People of 
two Ships, with the Fire-ſhip's People that were ſaved, being ſent 
for home Among which there ſhould be an Allowance made for 
the Ignorant and Stupid, who can give no reaſonable Account; 


for out of this Number, it is a Queition whether a fourth Part of 
them may be intelligible Perſons: Such is the Diſadvantage of 


ſending for Eyidence at random, at fo great a Diſtance, withou 
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44 
ration will not ſuffer me to leſſen the Number of the 
annexed Liſt, I am, 


STN 
* Yours, &c. 


R d L-——k. 


N. B. With the above Leiter the Vice-A ] ſent 
a Liſt of Evidence, requeſting of their L———ps 
to ſend Orders to bring them home ;, but to this 
Letter no Anſwer was returned, 


Vice - 


the Poſibility of knowing the Depth of their Knowledge and 
Apprehenſions, or afterwards amending any Defect of that Kind, 
ptoceeding from Ignorance, by requeſting the Trial to be put of, 
until more ſenſible Evidences are lent for, and come home. For 
Example, there may be fifteen out of twenty, who can neither 
ſpeak for, nor againſt particular Facts; whereas the remaining 
fre may be poſitive in their Depoſitions, and determine the Point. 
What Perſon then in being would truit fo great a Stake to ſo pre- 
carious a Dependance as that of ſending tor a few, when the 
Laws of his Country give him Authority to inſiſt upon as many 
25 he pleaſes ? But tho” this be the Cale of 4A—1 L E, i: 
cannot be inferr'd that it is Mr. M is : For after he ſuſ- 
pended the former, and ſent him home, with all imaginable Dif- 
patch, he had Time ſufficient to pick out, among the Crouds of 
his Creatures, to allure, nay to prefer ſuch Perſons as were willin 
to ſupport the Legality of this Suſpenſion, whether actuated there- 
to by falſe Gratitude and future Proſpects, or a Conformity to 
Truth At leaſt this Gentleman had it in his Power to guard a- 
gainſt ſending for unneceſſary People, who could not ſpeak to his 
Purpoſe, if he was fo conſcientious to heſitate at any Iniquity and 
injuſtice to finiſh what he had begun in Vindication of himſelf.— 
When all this is thoroughly confidered, and that common Prudence 
and Self- preſervation, the firſt Law of Nature, direct us not to 
depend on the Juſtice of our Caule alone, but to arm againſt every 
ſiniſter Art and Stratagem, that a lame and wicked Cauſe may 
prompt; to which the Innocent and Unwary too often fall a Sa- 
crifice, by being lull'd aſleep in a dangerous Security, and neg- 
lecting a proper Defence, with every neceſſary Preparation: It is 
rather to be wonder'd at, that Mr. , did not inſiſt upon the 
Officers and Quarter-deck People of the whole Diviſion being 
lent for, ſince it is not only obvious that moſt of theſe Ships from 
their being kept ſo long abroad, even longer than thoſe that are 
arrived, are hardly able to ſwim, but that the Officers and Quar- 
ter- 
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Vice- A- { 1.— k t Myr. — 
Cor——tr. 


S 1 R, 
Chigwell, Aug. 30. 1744, 
AVING recollected that Admiral Mathers; 
in his Replications to my Anſwers to his Que. 
rics, takes the Liberty to affirm that it was abſolute] 
in my Power to have ſtopt the four ſternmoſt Ships 
of the Enemy from getting a-head ſo near to the Fire. 
Ship, when the was going down upon the Spaniſh Ad. 
miral.z by which Neglect the Admiral ſays, accord. 
ing to his credible Informations, the Fireſhip mut 
have ſunk by the Shot ſhe received from thoſe Ships, 
had ſhe not blown up : In order therefore to be the 
better able to prove this Accuſation to be unjuſt, and 
that not one of the Shot reach'd her; I muſt troubk 
their Lordſhips, deſiring they would be pleas'd to 
add to the Liſt of Evidence to be ſent for home, the 
Officers and Men who were on board of the Fire: 
Ship, or in the Boat along ſide of her, when ſhe blew 
up; as they mult certainly be the beſt Judges, whe- 
ther the Shot reach'd from that Quarter. I mult 
likewiſe beg of their Lordſhips to add to the Neptunr's 
Liſt two Midſhipmen, whoſe Names are Stamp and 
Davidſon. | am, 


S T, 


Yours, &c. 
R d.. 


Mr. 


ter · deck People of four or five of the nine Sail, which were ſut- 
fered thus to come home without bringing any ot his Evidence, 
maugre all his Sollicitations, might have at leaſt been exchanged 
with thoſe of his Diviſion, without any Inconveniencies, or in- 
juring the publick Service: And, indeed, had it been the Ex- 
change of the whole nine Sale, why not, when theſe Ships were 
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Mr. O----ne (in the Abſence of Mr. Sec 
Cor——tt) to Vice-A | L—£k, 


” 


SIX, 
Admiralty-Office, Sept. 1, 1744. 
HAVE received your Letter of yeſterday's Date, 
deſiring that the Officers and Men who were on 
board of the Fire-Ship, or in the Boat along- ſide of 
her, that was ſent to burn the Spaniſh Admiral, may 
be added to the Liſt of Evidence to be ſent for home; 


- as alſo two of the Neptune's Midſhipmen, which I 
10 have communicated to my Lords Commiſſioners of 
» the Admiralty, and am, (in the abſence of the 
hs 8 y) 

.ne ; 


Yours, &c. 
Rd One, 


to bring Satĩsſaction to an injured Nation, big with Expectation, 
ind to fix the Puniſhment and Odium upon the guilty Perſon * In 
Affairs of much leſs Importance, Officers and Quarter-deck eople, 
nay even whole Ship's Companies have been turn'd over, or ex- 
chang'd ; why it wag declin'd and neglected now, is the more ſur- 
prifing, upon ſo extraordinary an Exigency, and is ſubmitted to 
the Judgment of the Reader. 
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Vice. 


K to Mr. Sec —y 
-tt. 


C 
SIX, 
November 16, 1744. 


AVING received a Letter from you, dated 

the 20th of Auguſt, ſignifying his Majeſty's 
« Pleaſure to their Lordſhips, to bring me to a 
« Tryal, for my Conduct in the late Action in the 
« Mediterranean, and that the ſame ſhould be done 
« in the moſt expeditious manner that the Cir- 
cumſtances will admit; His Majeſty judging it 
for his Service that an Affair of ſuch Conſe- 
quence to the Publick, ſhould be immediately 
enquired into: to prevent a Moment's time 
being Joſt through my means, to retard the 
King's Commands, the publick Juſtice, and my own 
Vindication 3 next Morning, the 21ſt of Augiſt, | 
writ to you for the Information of their Lordſhips, 
expreſſing my Satisfaction and Pleaſure 3 and that 
nothing might be wanting on my Part, I annex'd a 
Liſt of Evidence, which were neceſſary to be ſcnt for 
immediately home, in ſupport of my Cauſe. To 
which I had no Anſwer, nay not even a Receipt tor 
my Letter on ſo important a Subject; therefore! 
think it now my Duty to ſend you a Copy of it. 


co 
cc 
1 * 


cc 


ON the 3oth of the ſame Month, I ſent you an- 
other Letter, requeſting of their Lordſhips, and ſhow- 
ing the Neceſſity to add to the former Lift of Evi- 
dence, the Officers and Men who were on board the 
Fireſhip, or in the Boat along-ſide of her, when ſhe 
blew up, near to the Spaniſh Admiral; as alſo two 
Midſhipmen more of the Neptune, viz. Mr. Stamp, 
and Mr. Davidſon; which Letter was acknowledged 
to have been received, in your Abſence, by m_ O/- 
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byrne, I cannot but be exceedingly ſorry and aſto- 
niſhed to learn, that their Lordſhips have not been 
pleaſed, in conſequence of the King's Commands for 
diſpatch, their Intention ſignified (to me) to hold a 
Court-Martial here in England upon me, and theſe 
my importunate Letters, to order the neceſſary Evi- 
dence home, on board of thoſe nine Sail of his Ma- 
jeſty's Ships, that are expected every day from the 
Mediterranean; particularly as the Namur, my Ad- 
verſary's Ship, is one of them (4). For my own part, 
feel this Delay to be extremely painful, and fo much 
additional Weight to what I have ſuffered already, is 
almoſt inſupportable. Intomuch that I think my ſelf 
obliged to trouble you again, begging their Lordſhips 
Juſtice and Contideration, in ordering the Officers and 
Quarter-deck People home, of his Majeſty's Ships 
the Neptune and Torbov, with the Fireſhip's Officers 
and Men. My Caſe is ſo ſevere, that I am brought 
to be willing even to run the riſque of Danger, by 
ſeſlening the Number of Evidence, rather than not 
uſe Diſpatch in bringing my Cauſe to an Iflue, after 

2 a 


(d) Mr. It here laments the more, and indeed with ſome 
Reaſon, t hat the neceſſary Witneſſes were not ordered home, on 
board of the nine Sail expected, particularly as the Nawar, 
4a—1 N s Ship was one of them: For, beyond all Dit» 
pute, this Ship had a thorough Repair, and was compieatly fitted 
14!t before ſhe 1ail'd ; cherefore ſhe muſt be in a much better Con- 
dition than any one of the remaining three tecond Rares in the 
Mediterranean, that had been in Commiſſion eighteen Months 
longer upon Service. and now above for Years ſince they 
were clean'd ; inſomuch, that while the N.mur was able to Keep 
the Sea, the Barfleur in particular was obliged to be tent to Ma- 
Len to be parch'd up there: An evident Proof of A | AM ——/; 
Preheminence and Superiority, to the Prejudice oſ Admiral I—4, 
if not to the publick Service. Whether this Point was carried by 
miſtepreſenting the true State and Condition of the Namer, o. 
dy Dint of Intereſt, and the Powe: of Fricads, we cannot tay , 
but ſo it has happened, and may be ſuppoſed to.have given Nr, 
Le—þ ſome Shew of Reaſon, from the Appearance, to glance i; 
at their I ain this Leue to Mr. 32 1 
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a conſtant Application, and Attendance of fix Months 
for that purpoſe (e). I am, 


Yours, &c. 
R d Lx. 


N. B. With the above Letter the Vice- A. I ſent 
a Copy of his Letter, dated the 21ſt of Auguſt, 
with the Lift of Evidence annex'd thereto, 


(e) As we cannot pretend to give any juſt Reaſon why the 
L——s Cs of the 4 -y ſhould have declined ſending ſot 
the Evidence requir'd by Ad —I £Z—& (in his Letter of 2: iy, 
next Day after receiving Mr. Corbezt's Letter, which ſignified 
the King's Pleaſure, and their Lordſhip's Reſolution) and omit 
ſo fair an Opportunity as that of nine Sail coming home together, 
which may not happen again while the War continues, the im- 
partial Reader will not be diſpleas'd to find A—1I L-— + alarn'd 
on this Occaſion, and expreſſing his Surprize at the Neglect, and 
will take this Letter rather as a manifeſt Proof of his Earneftneſs 
and Fervour to bring on the Hearing, than any Backwardriſs 
and Lukewarmneſs, as the Enemies to Truth, and him, have 
given out; nay ſome of them of Diſtinction, the Nature of whoſe 
Employments, one would have thought, ſhould have taught them 
Truth and Candour, and prevented their giving Scope to ſo much 
Ignorance and Malice. This Gentleman's Aſſiduity in ſpurring 
on the L—ds of the Ad————y, and demanding Diſpatch agrea- 
ble to the KE—g's Commands, the Aſtoniſhment he expreſſes, with 
the Complaints he makes that the Witnefles had not been ordered 
home, nor yet he received any Reply to his Letter, requiring this 
Juſtice, tho? writ almoſt three Months ago, ſufficiently ſhew how 
ready and eager he was to juſtify himſelf; and that he had uſed 
his utmoſt Endeavours to torward the Enquiry.—W hat then are 
we to think of thoſe Men, thoſe Detractors and Revilers, when 
we find them publiſhing, and openly to all the World declaring 
the contrary, and loading the innocent Perſon with the Reproach 
of putting off, and protracting the Time of Trial, by raiſing Diffi- 
culties, and ſtarting trifling Objections? 


Mr. 
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Mr. Sec ry Cor——tt to Vice-A 
L —k, 


SIX, 
Admiralty-Office 20th Nov. 1744. 

HAVE laid before my Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Aamiraliy, your Letter of the 16th Inſtant, 
cloſing a Copy of one I received from you, dated 
the 21ſt of Auguſt laſt. As to my not owning the 
Receipt of that Letter, you are deſired to recollect, 
that it was an Anſwer to mine to you of the Day pre- 
ceding; acquainting you, that their Lordſhips had re- 
ceived the King's Orders to bring you to your Tryal, 
which they ſhould do, ſo ſoon as you and Admiral 
Mathews ſhould be ready for it (F/). As Mr. Ma- 
thews was then on his way home, by Land, their 
Lordſhips could not regularly proceed farther in that 
Buſineſs, either as to the ſummoning of Witneſſes, or 
otherwiſe; till he had delivered in the Subſtance of 
his Charge againſt you (g.) I had their Lordſhips 
1 Orders 


(f) Mr. S——y is deſir'd in the Ad—l's Reply to recollect 
in his Turn, that tho' the Admiral's Letter acknowledged the 
Receipt of his the preceding Day, yet as it contained new Matter, 
Mr. k had a Right to an Anſwer, ſignifying their L p* 
Reſolution, and not be k pt three Months in Suſpenſe, without 
wn what obſtructed the Juſtice he had a Title to demand of 
them, 

() The ſummoning of Mr. L—#' Witneſſes when he deſired 
it, could not have been attended with the leaſt Injuſtice to either 
Party, or any ill Conſequences ; on the contrary, it would have 


made great Diſpatch in this Affair, and been a very neceſſary Pro- 
ceeding, conſidering that theſe Ships were order'd home; ſup- 


poling the Charge againſt him had not been known to be fixed 
and certain: But this was not the Caſe ; their L——ps having 
received Mr. M 5's Queries, and Reply to Mr. L þ's 
Anſwers: to theſe Queries, together with the Copy of the Order 


of Suſpenſion (which had been all printed and publiſhed ſome 
Months 
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Orders to write to him on that Head, upon his Ar. 
rival in England; which I did on the 25th of Septen. 
ber, acquainting him with the Orders their Lordſhip 
had received from His Majeſty, for enquiring into 
your Conduct at a Court- Martial, and that therefore 
they defired to know the Particulars of what he had 
to charge againſt you, and what Evidence he deſired 
may be brought to ſupport the ſaid Charge: tg 
which I received an Anſwer dated the 17th Inſtant, 
ſignifying, that he could not find his Papers to know 
the Names of ſome of his neceſſary Evidences, til 
two Days before (5); that his Charge againſt you is 
contained in the Queries, with the Addition of one 
more Article, the whole being put together in the 
annexed Papers for your Information, 


YOU 


Months ago) theſe undoubtedly then, with the K—g's Order t 
their I ps, to try him for his Conduct in the late Action, 
imply'd and fixed the Charge in fo explicit a Manner, that it wa; 
impoſſible to think that Mr. & could be try'd for any thing 
elſe ; conſequently the Reaſon the 8 y is pleas'd to give. 
could be of no Weight or rea] Hindance to their L———p's ur 
ther Proceedings. 

(6) Eſpecially when we find that Ad—1 Ms, after his 


Arrival in England, was fo patiently and paſſively ſuffer'd tobe 


ſilent on that Subject for ſeven Weeks; and when the mighty 
Mountain brought forth, behold he excuſed himſelf, that he had 
not been able to find his Papers before, to know the Names of the 
neceſſary Evidences ! An idle Pretence, and the more ridiculouſly 
pleaded on this Occaſion, as it is directed to a Board, where {ome 
of them had full well experienc'd what Pains and Labour he had 
taken to raiſe Objetion; towards obſtructing the coming on of 
the Trial; alledging, that Mr. L—k was not now in the Service, 
zsif the Crown could have been brought to govern in the fame 
deſpotick Manner as he has done, inconſiſtent with the Liberties, 
Laws, and Juſtice which are due to every Eg Subject. Be- 
idee hinting, as weakly as ignorantly, that he could not be le- 
gally try'd, as probably a junior Flag-Officer to him would preſide 
at the Court Martial: As if the L—ds C— rs for executing 
the Office of Lord High Ad—-! were not fully empowered, by 
2n A of Parliament, to grant a Commiſſion to any inferior Flag- 
Othcer that they pleaſe, nay even were it to the junior — 
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YOU will judge, when you have peruſed the 
ſaid Heads, of what is charged againſt you, whether 
you would have any change made in the Lift of Evi- 
dences you defire, in your Letter of the 16th Inſtant, 
to be ſent for from the Medzterranean; and to let their 
Lordſhips know your final Determination thereupon, 
that they may give ſpeedy Orders for bringing them 
over; their Lordſhips being far from defiring to re- 
ſtrain you in whatever you think neceſſary to your 


Juſtification, I am, 
SI X, 


Yours, &c. 


THO. COR——TT. 


miral, to try the firſt Admiral in Great Britain. What would 
the Enemies of Mr. L=—, the Creatures of Mr, 1, 
and the Followers of his Fortune give, for ſo fair an Opening to 
declaim and inveigh againſt Mr. L——#& 2 Surely theſe ridiculous 
Seruples and Heſitations, joined with that Slackneſs and paſſive 
Humour in the A ty, would, with great Juſtice and Shew 
of Reaſon, give Room for Chaſtiſement and bitter Reproach. 
And after this, can any Wretch be adventurous and impudent e- 
nough to affirm, that the Delay to a national Satisfaction and 
publick Juſtice, proceeds from any Part of Mr. I &'s 
Conduct ? 
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Heads of the Charge made by A—-—] M-———; 
againſt the Conduit of Vice-A I L-——£, 
before aud during the Action with the French ard 
Spaniſh F/cets in the Mediterranean, on the 1166 


of February 1743. 
CONTAINING 


The Queries flated by A - M ws, and 
ſent lo Vice-A— [ L k on the 20th of 
February 1743, as they are printed in the 12th and 
14th Pages in the Original Letters and Papers be. 


tween M- ws and L Kk. 
ALSO 
4 I'M s's Reply to Vice. 
L— ——-kK's Anfeers to the aforementioned Que. 


ries, dated the 4th of March 1743, as printed in 
the 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22d Papes in the ſane 


Original Letters and Papers between M ws 
and L k, 


AND 


An Exiraf of A [| M————-ws's Letter 16 
Mr. & y Cor tt, dated the 17th of 
November 1744, an additional Article to the Que- 


ries, and Replies, viz. 


HE Charges againſt the late Vice-A | 

L— s Conduct are contained in the 
Queries, and my Reply to his Anſwers to thoſe Que- 
ries I ſent their Lordſhips 3 to which I have now 
only to add, that he was guilty of a moſt ſcandalous 
Breach of Truſt, by ſending his own Captain (Cap: 
tain 
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tain Stepney) to Captain Purvis, at that time under 
Confinement in order to be tried at a Court-Martial, 
on his own Accuſation, for Miſbehaviour in the 
time of Service, as appears in the ſaid Vice-A l 
's Reply, &c. with Inſtructions to the ſaid 
Captain Purvis, how to conduct himſelf at the Court- 
Martial, and with Aſſurances that he would do him 
no Harm (i). 


N. B, The Qucrias and Reply were wrote at length, 
with the above Extract, which makes the whole 


Charge againſt the Vice-A , and as ſuch 
was ſigned by Mr. Sec Cor ttt. 


i) Undoubtedly Mr. . — e, with good Reaſon, might have 
etuled an{wering to this additional Article, as what could not 
oſfibly, with any Degree of Juſtice, be reckon'd part of the 
Charge againſt him : However, he ſubmitted to it ; arming him- 
felt with his own Innocence, and thereby preventing the De- 
tion and Calumny of his Adverſaries, who, upon this Occa- 
fon, would have made the moſt ſevere and uncharitable Con- 
tructions. Notwithſtanding this Article is call:d a ſcan- 
dalous Breach of Truſt, the firſt Lieutenant of the Neptune, on 
the Day of che late Action, candidly confeſſes himſelf to be guilty 
o far as to ſend to Capt. Purvis, though not by Capt. Steprey, 
to plead in his own Defence a manuſcript Addition to the firſt 
Article of the fighting Inſtructions, made and ſigned by the Com- 
nander in Chief, conſequently in full Force, tho? perhaps too 
:nguardedly added, as it help'd, no doubt, to acquit the unfor- 
nate Captain, —But to far from eſteeming this a Breach of In- 
teprity, or an Act of Injuſtice, we cannot help thinking that Hu- 
manity and common Honeſty teach us this Candour and Charity 
0 our Fellow Creatures ; and what would have become the Judges 
of the Court-Martial, even the Preſident himſelf (it he was not 
gnorent of his own Order) to mention it, had its Notice eſcaped 
the Priſoner's Obſervation. Otherwiſe, by the ſame Parity of 
Keaſon, it may be deemed Juſtice to condemn a dumb Man, whoſe 
Innocence is known to his Judge, becauſe he cannot [peak tv claim 
his Teſtimony ; and it is thus made a ſcandalous Breach of Truſt 
tor the Judge to ſpeak the Truth in his Behalt From ſuch 
Principles of Juſtice, and ſo open a Violation of the Rights and 
Privileges of Mankind, Heaven preſerve every Judge, and ba- 
niſh all ſuch Acts of Tyranny and lahumanity. 
Vice- 


(42) 


ice. III. 


—k to Mr. Sec —5 
Cor ttt. 


n 
Bury- Street, St. James's, Nov. 2), 1744, 


OUR Letter of the 20th Inſtant, with the 
* Heads of Admiral Mathews's Charge againſt 
me, did not come to hand before this Day; as it was 
not delivered at my Houſe in Town till the 228, 
then ſent down to Portſmouth, where it miſfed me, 
having juſt ſet out, it was returned to Town after 
me. I did not expect, in obſerving I had received no 
Anſwer to my Letter of the 21K of Auguſt, that ! 
had given my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiral.) 
the leaſt room for you to have deſired me to recol- 
lect, that mine of that Date was an Anſwer to vours 
of the preceding Day: I am very ſenſible it was; 
but I maſt beg you would be pleaſed to remember, 
that it contained alſo an Addition of new Matter, the 
Conſequences of what might have been expected 
after knowing the King's Pleaſure, and their Lord- 
ſhips Intention; a Boon, which Reaſon, Law and 
Juſtice authorize me to aſk, and their Lordſhips to 
grant. Whether then, the Satisfaction of knowing, 
if ſuch a Letter was received, the Requeſt granted. 
or refuſed, was too preſumptuous an Expectation, | 
ſubmit to their Lordſhips Judgment? 


I COU LD not poſſibly imagine what ſtopt their 
Lordſhips Proceedings, or prevented their ſummoning 
the proper Witneſſes 
tion before I could obtain the King's Determination, 
after the knowledge of which, to live in a ſtate of 
Uncertainty three Months longer. and then to be told 
of nine Sail of his Majeſty's Ships coming _ 
| witn- 
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without bringing the Perſons neceſſary to bring my 
Cauſe to an Iſſue, whetted my Impatience, and promp- 
ted me to write my laſt Letter. So many Diſcourage- 
ments bring Pain and Mort:fication, more than ſut— 
ficient to tire my Patience, and the Loſs of fo good 
an Opportunity ſo unexpectedly,adds Diſtreſs to every 
Diſappointment, and aggravates all that I have met 
with, Hence, I flatter myſelf, their Lordſhips have 
too much Humanity, and are too good Judges of 
Mankind, not to be ſenſible of what I feel in ſuch 
Circumſtances, under a Preſſure of Injuries, while the 
time has been thus protracted, and my Remedy put 
off; alſo to forgive my complaining to them, in whoſo 
Power I apprehend it was to redreſs me. 


THEIR Lordſhips Condeſcenſion in letting me 
know the Reaſons, Why they could proceed no far- 
ther, I eſteem a Favour conferred on me; likewiſe 
your acquainting me, that upon Admiral Ms 
Arrival in England, by Letter of the 25th of Septem- 
ter, you had ſignified to him the King's Pleaſure, and 
their Lordſhips Intention thereupon to bring me to 
my Tryal, and therefore deſired to know the Particu- 
lars of what he had to charge againſt me; but that 
you had not received an Anſwer till the 17th Inſtant, 
(the Day after you had received my laſt Letter.) Ma- 
ture Deliberation! no leſs than ſeven Weeks time, 
under pretence that his Papers had been miſlaid, or 
could not be found. Which gives me room to fay, 
that had that Gentleman been equally eager and haſty 
to convict, and to juſtify his Order of Suſpenſion, as 
he has been to injure and deſtroy, he would not now 
have been ſo full of Conſideration, io prone to Delay, 
Subterfuge and Evaſion. Surely it became him, if his 
Memory could not retain the Names of his Witneſſes, 
and their Informations, to have been ſure, to have 
brought ſuch Memorandums with him, unleſs he 
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thought he was accountable to none, and that tramp- 
ling a Vice- Admiral under his Feet was of no conſe. 
quence, and needed no further Enquiry than the 
Knowledge that it was an Act of his Performance. 
I muſt take the Liberty to tell their Lordſhips, that] 
thought myſelf emancipated from his Oppreſſions, when 


de broug 
no legal 
their Set 
avail to | 
tion, an 


I left the Meairerranean ; conſequently I depended on 


tion, inconſiſtent with the Laws and Conſtitution of 
this Kingdom. Yet as this is not a time to entertain 
the leaſt fear or ſcruple, I muſt beg their Lordſhips 
Explanation, whether I am a Vice-Admiral or not * 
More eſpecially as you, Sir, in the Superſcription of 
your Letters, fince the Promotion of Flag- Officers, 


have never given me that Title, Beſides, ſhould 1 


be 


8 
them for all neceſſary Diſpatch : For was it to depend ies 
on him, I am perſuaded I ſhould never live to ſee the refuſe 2 
Day of my Tryal, for as much as it is his Intereſt to nour of 
defer it, and mine to bring it about, Pleaſur: 

al 
SHOULD not my Apprehenfions be juſtly 8 
grounded, their Lordſhips will only have the Trouble ranean. 
of having them read over; on the contrary, if they it, nor 
are, they are ſeaſonably hinted ; I would rather ap- of Evi 
pear troubleſome, than the Fear of becoming ſo, Captait 
ſhov!:l make me forſake my own Prelervation, and tioned, 
Self-Deſence. In like manner I am led to obſcrve, nity of 
that Admiral Mathews in the Extract of his Letter for Mi; 
you were pleaſed to ſend me, calls me, „ The ate would 
% Vice- Admiral,” by which he ſuppoſes me no loyngei 
in his Majeſty's Service, like a great many others; Im 
and as it is natural for Mankind to believe what they tain at 
wiſh, he imagines my Suſpenſion confirmed: indeed nexed 
in that Caſe, I humbly apprehend I am without the 
Juriſdiction of Martial-Law. Though for my own 
part, I never 1mpceached their Lordſhips Juſtice, even 
in Thought, much leſs believed that they would con- 
demn without hearing, and puniſh without Convic- N. 


( 45) 
he brought to ſubmit to be tryed by Judges, who have 
no legal Authority, I am fo far intereſted, that let 
their Sentence be ever ſo favourable, it would not 
vail to bring me Satisfaction, for an injured Reputa- 
tion, and loſs of Fortune. 


AS to the additional Article to the Queries and 
Replies exhibited againſt me, I might in Juſtice 
refuſe anſwering to it, as it is without the Te- 
nour of the Order of Suſpenſion, and his Majeſty's 
Pleaſure ſignified to their Lordſhips, to bring me to 
a Tryal for my Conduct in the late Action againſt the 
combined Fleets of France and Spain in the Mediter— 
ranean, However, I will not diſpute the Equity of 
it, nor deſire any Alteration to be made in the Liſt 
of Evidences in my Letter of the 16th Inſtant ; fince 
Captain S7epney, with ſome others, are there men- 
toned, ſufficient to prove the Falſehood and Malig- 
nity of this Aſperſion: But my Opponent thus ſeeking 
tor Matter, puts me in mind of a finking Man, who 


would lay hold of any Twigg to fave himſelf. : 


I muſt defire their Lordſhips will be pleaſed to de- 
tan at home the Evidences you will find in the an- 


nexed Liſt, 
Jam, Sc. 
8. þ ONS 
N. B. With the above Letter was ſent a Lift of Mit- 


neſſes, containing ſeveral Perſons Names now in 
England, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Sec 


— 7 Cor—tt 7 Ve 


L—_ E. 


X, 


Admiralty-Office, Nov. 29, 1744. 


HAVE laid before my Lords Commiſſioners 


I of the Admiralty your Letter, dated the 27th In. 
ſtant, from Berry-Street, St. James“'s. 


THEIR Lordſhips command me to acquaint 
you, that they are ſorry for every Incident that inter. 
venes, to prolong the coming on of our Tryal. You 
are ſenſible that the firſt neceſſary Step was their re. 
cerving Admiral Mathews's Charge againſt you; and 
that when they received the ſame, it was ſent forth. 
with to you. 

NO W that you have in your Letter of the 27th 
Inſtant fixed on the Perſons you defired to have pro. 
duced for Evidences at the Tryal, () their Lordſhip: 
.bave for the quicker Diſpatch requeſted his G— the 

D.—— of N— —le, Principal Secretary of State, 
to let them have one of his Meſſengers, whom they 
will forthwith diſpatch, with Orders to Vice- A 
Noto—y to tend home all the ſaid Perſons either in a 
Ship. of W:r on purpoſe, if his Majeſty's Service can 
ipare one, or elſe by the firſt Ship of War bound 
omg J). As to ſuch of your Evidences as are now 
in 


(*) Wich Submiſſion to Mr. Sy, the Witneſſes were 
equaliy fix'd the 21ſt of Auguſt, which is above three Months ago, 
| as now. 

(1) Accordingly a Meflenger, a tew Days afrer, was diſpatchec 
to Vice- A R, to ſend home the Witneſſes. 
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in Eugland, their Lordſhips will give the neceſſary 
Orders to keep them at home. 


AS to Mr. M. ws ſtyling you the late 
Vice-Admiral, you do not expect any Anſwer from 
their Lordſhips for the ways of other Men; and as 
to my Clerks directing my Letters to you without 
naming your Flag, it appears to be the uſual Me- 
thod of this Office, when Letters are ſent to Flag- 
Officers, whoſe Flags are not flying: however, I 
make no ſcrup'e to direct to you (as I do this) with 
your Flag-TLitie; it being out of doubt that a Flag- 
Officer ſuſpended does not ceaſe to be a Flag-Off- 


cer (n). 


I WILL add one Remark to undeccive you in 
an Opinion, that ſeems pretty general in the Fleet; 
which is, if an Officer of the Fleet is out of Employ- 
ment, he cannot be tried for Offences committed by 
him when le was employed: which is very erroncous, 
and without eee I am, () 


S IX., 


Durs, &c. 


Tho. Cor tt. 


() Though Mr. J — knew himſelf to be in his Majeſty's 
Service, yet as there was a new Board of Ad y going to be 
appointed, and Mr. M r had alledged he was no longer a 
Flag- Officer, together with his Adherents, as well as many deluded 
People, at this Time to remove all Scruples, and to convince 
2 of their Ignorance, the Queſtion was ſeaſonably put to their 

ps. 

(2) Beyond all Diſpute, an Officer when he is out of Employ- 
ment may be tried tor Offences committed by him when he was 

employ'd ; 


( 48.) 


N. B. The above Letter was directed to R 


„ 


L—k, E/q; Vice-Ad—1 of the White Squa 


dron of his Majeſty*s Fleet, 


employed; but the Queſtion which more properly ariſes here it 
whether an Officer can be juſtly tried for Offences, after he hx 
been already puniſh'd for them, by being diſcharged from the 
Service; or whether he can be legally reduced from whole Pay t 
half, under a Suſpenſion from Duty, without a Trial ? be 
Power of trying is certain, if the Crime is committed in al 
Service and Pay. But the material Queſtion is, what legal Poue: 
and Authority have the L ds C rs for executing the 
Office of Lord High-Admiral, to puniſh any Criminal whatere; 
otherwiſe than as a Court-Martial ſhall think fit. However, 
we may venture to affirm, that a Perſon accus'd of any Miſte- 
meanor, cannot, conſiſtent with the Liberties and Laws of thi: 
Conſtitution, be puniſhed, either by the Loſs of his Poll, !;: 
Pay, or the leaſt Diminution of it, before he is tried. 
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J R— d LI xk, Eſq; Vice- A— 
of the Red Squadron of his Majeſty's Tleet. 


SIX, 

| Admiralty-Office, 29 Jan. 1744. 
M Lords Commiſhoners of the Admiralty having 
called for all the Proceedings, in the Time of 
the late Board, for bringing you to a Court-Martial, 
for your Conduct in the late Action in the Mediter- 
ranean, in purſuance of his Majeſty's Commands; 
and finding that the ſaid Court cannot be held, not- 
withſtanding a great number of Witneſſes, whom you 
have applied for, are now in England, until the Ar- 
rival of a confiderable Number of more Perſons from 
the Fleet in the Mediterranean, whom you have like- 
wiſe demandet} to be produced as Evidences for you at 
the ſaid Trial; and their Lordſhips having accordingly 
directed Vice-Adm-ral R-wi-y to ſend them imme- 
diately to England, in one of the Ships of the Squadron 
under his Command, - if his Majeſty's Service, and the 
Orders he is under, will allow him to ſpare a Ship for 
that Purpoſe ; or otherwiſe, in the firſt Man of War 
ke ſhall ſend home; I am commanded by their Lord- 
ſhips to acquaint you, that ſo ſoon as the faid Perſons 
arrive, they will give immediate Orders for holding a 
Court-Martial ; and their Lordſhips hope, that on 

your Part you will be ready for it. 

am, Sir, your moſt humble Servant, 


Tho. Cor—tt. 


To Mr. Sec 


IX. 

Berry- ſtreet, St. James's, Jan. 30, 1744. 

[AF E laſt Night I received your Letter of yeſter- 
day's Date, directed to me as Vice-Admiral of 
the Red Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet, which, until 
Iam juſtihed from Mr. Mathews's injurious Suſpen— 
ſion, J apprehend I have no Title to. I am truly ſen- 
lible of the great 3 and Juſtice of my Lords 


y Cor —tt. 


Commiſſioners 
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(50 ) the Fleet 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, in having called fo; MW manded to 
all the Proceedings of the late Board, for bringing MW Trial. 1 
me to a Court-Martial for my Conduct in the late queſting ye 
Action in the Mediterranean, in purſuance of his Ma. England, v 
jeſty's Commands; by which I flaiter myſelf their them of m 
Lordſhips obſerved, that the Iime has not been pro. them of m 
tracted, nor the I ria] put off ſo long bv any Meaſure, will find t! 
of mine; but on the contrary, that 1 tave uled ny and confin 
utmoſt Endcavours, by repeated Application, having Anne Gall: 
not loſt cne Day or Hour ſtruggling to procure that the Will 


which will bring me the greatcit Satisfaction in this theſe are t] 
Life, an Enquiry into my Conduct, after what I have WW port my 
ſuſtered, | alſo to th 
The Reaſons are beſt known to you, why ſo good WM quently th 
an Opportunity as nine Sail of Ships at a time, coming Wi diftinguiſt 
home, was neglected, and brought none of my Wit. tons of e: 
neſſes requeited in my Letter of the 20th of Auguſt ; As thei 
and why, after Mr. Mathews's Arrival in England, he Vice-Adn 
was ſo patiently ſuffered to be ſilent for ſeven Weck land, in 
together, on the Subject of your Letter of the 25th f Comman' 
S tember, which he did not anſwer ſooner than the ſpate a Sh 
I/ th of November, ſignifying he could not find his Pa- ſay, than 
pers, to know the Names of ſome of his neceſſary WW regions, 
Evidences, till two Days before. You will be pleaſed WF Yeſtzrda) 
to bear me witneſs, that I had no Share in theſe De- wrives w 


lays ; and, tho” painful and aggravating under my un- 
fortunate Circumſtances, my Enemies have had the 
face to rumour abroad 2 where, that I have been 


E vently a 
admit ©! 
the Ener 


the Perſon who has ſtarted Difficulties and trifling Ob- ae 
jections, on purpoſe to gain Time, and to retard my umny at 
Trial: This indeed is exulting, at the Expence of my 


| have bi 

Honour and Reputation ; but how much I have de- 

ſerved ſuch inhuman Treatment, their Lordſhips (by 

having look'd over the Proceedings of the late Board) 

are now the beſt Judges. 

Altho' I have all along guarded againſt the leaſt De- 

lay on my part, and it is my ſole Ambition to forward 

my Trial, by all ways in my power; yet Juſtice, 

and my own Preſervation, will not admit of a Court- 

Martial being held, (as you ſay) notwithſtanding 2 

great number of Witneſſes, whom I have applied for 

to be retain'd at home, are now in England, until the 

Arrival of a confiderable number of more Perſons from 
e 


(51) 
the Fleet in the Mediterranean, whom I have de- 
manded to be produced as Evidences for me at the ſaid 
Trial. I cannot ſuffer this to eſcape me, without re- 
queſting you to remember that the Witneſſes now in 


| England, which Chance ſent in my way, are few of 


them of my Liſt of the 20th of Auguſt, and none of 
them of my Liſt of the 16th of November, where you 


| will find the Number of my 3 leſſened, 
and confined only to the Neptune, 

Anne Galley Fireſhip, which neither Providence, nor 
the Will of their late Lordſhips had then given me: 
theſe are the material Perſons that are beſt able to ſup- 
port my Caule, being the neareſt to my Perſon, as 


orbay, and the 


alſo to the Namur, of any of my Diviſion; conſe- 


| quently the moſt neceſſary Witneſſes, as they could 


ditinguiſh from their dituation all the different Mo- 


tions of each Flug- ſnip. 


As their Lordihips have been ſo good as to direct 


Vice-Adm I R-ow-ey to ſend my Witneſſe to þ »g- 
land, in one of the Ships of the Squadron under his 
Command, it his Majeſty's Service will allow him to 
| ſpafe a Ship for that Purpoſe, I have nothing more to 
© ſay, than to thank their Lordſhips for theſe their Di- 
rections, and likerviſe for your Letter of Notice of 
E Yeſterday's Date. I am ready, the moment the Ship 
$ arrives with them; having no Wiſh or Prayer ſo fer- 
| vently at heart, as that Mr. R-ww-y's Orders may 
admit of a Ship being ſent ; and that ſhe may eſcape 
the Enemy at Cadiz, and arrive with all poſſible Ex- 
Panos, to deliver me from the Evils, which Ca- 
lu 


mny and Miſrepreſentation have added to the Load 


I have been ſo long neceſſitated to bear. 


J am, Sir, | 
| Your moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, | 


G 2 | To 
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( 52 ) 


To R—d Lk, E/; Vice-Adm—1 
White Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet. * 


; Admiralty Office, iſt February | 
Have received your Letter of the 3oth paſt, _ 
have laid the ſame before my Lords Commiſſioners 
of the Admiralty, I am ſorry for the Miſtake in di- 
recting to you as Vice-Adm—]! of the Red; it was a 

great Error of the Clerk who made the Letter up. 

1 am, Sir, 
Your moft humble Servant, 

Tho— Cor=—tt, 


2 — 
— 
— 

2 


To Mr. Sec—y Cor—tt, 


81.8, 
Berry-ſtreet, St. James's, February 2d 
＋ HIS — I received your Letter of the if 
FEAT at dae Sache Za you had communi- 
ine of the got to m . 
miſſioners of the Aae ; FORE Iv 


1 am 9 8 1 NR 5 
Your moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


R— d I— . 


To 


$ 1. 


Or 

a I 
which 1 
People 
of the / 
though 
tell me 
ralty w. 
home, 
beg to 
come tc 
formed 
Sailing 
ſhips, t. 
mentio 
his Ma 
in the / 


81 


R. 
M*: 
Ship, | 


fired m 
at the i 


SIR, 


| (53) 
To Mr. Secretary C—tt, 


Berry-Street, St. James's, Feb. 8, 1744. 
TO my Letter of the 27th of November, I annexed 

a Liſt of Evidences that were in England, among 
which were mentioned ſuch Officers and Quarter-deck 
People of his Majeſty's Ship Namur, as were on board 
of the Revenge the 11th of February, 1743. And al- 
though in your Anſwer of the 29th of November, you 
tell me that the late Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 
ralty will give the neceſſary Orders to keep them at 
home, yet leſt any of them ſhould eſcape me, I muſt 
beg to mention underneath the Names of ſuch as are 
come to my Knowledge: And alſo as I have been in- 
formed that his Majeſty's Ship Princeſs Louiſa is under 
Sailing Orders, I muſt beg you will remind their Lord- 
ſhips, that Lieutenant Richard Dubois of that Ship, is 
mentioned in the ſame Lift, as having been on board of 
his Majeſty's Ship Ruſſel, on the Day of the late Action 


in the Mediterranean. 


Tam, Sir, | 
Your moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
R d Lk 


N. B. With the above Letter was ſent a Liſt of Per- 
ſons on board of the Revenge, the 11th of February, 
17 43, and came home in the Namur. 


LAGS 


To Vice- Adm ——1 L—k. 


SIX, 
Admiralty-Ofſice, Feb. 10, 1744. 
M* Edward Clarke, third Lieutenant of the Ludlow- 
* Caftle, and Mr. Alexander Philips, Purſer of that 
Ship, being in the Liſt of Perſons who you have de- 
fired may be detained at home, as Part of your Evidence 


at the intended Court-Martial, and the ſaid Ship being 
under 


1 — — 


g 
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| 
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634) 


under Orders to convoy the Trade to Portugal, and af- 
ter a Stay of about ten Days at Lisbon to return to Eng- 
land with the homeward- bound Trade, from thence ! 
am commanded by my Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
miralty to deſire you will let me know, for their Infor- 
mation, whether you demand their ſtaying at home, to 
be in the way when the intended Court- Martial is to 
be held; in which Caſe other Officers muſt neceſſarily 
be appointed in their room, as the Ship cannot go to 
Sea without ſuch Officers, 


J am, Sir, | 
Your moſt Humble Servant, 
T—— C—tt, 


" 


— —— ç Stn 


— — — — q 


To Mr. Secretary C—tt. 


S 1 R, 
50 | Chigwell, Feb. 11th, 1744. 
I Thank my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admnalty 
for your Letter of Yeſterday's Date; which I have 


juſt now received, by he Hinds of my Servant, In 


Anſwer to which I muſt obſerve, that Lieutenant 
Clarke and Mr. Alexander Philips were not only men- 
tioned in my Liſt of the 27th of November, but allowed 
to me by their late Lordſhips in your Anſwer of the 
29th of the ſame Month, and really they are ſuch Evi- 
dences as I cannot ſuffer to eſcape me. 


Their Lordſhips are the beſt Judges, whether the 


Ludlow-Caſile will be able to return before the Day of 


my Trial ; I muſt acknowledge, I would not willingly 


depend on that, for the Danger of the Sea and the 
Enemy are againſt me, beſides a longer Stay, that un- 
foreſeen Accidents may occaſion, and prevent her from 
returning; in that Caſe therefore, I think no Man 


would truſt any part of his Cauſe upon fo precarious a 


Footing ; and as J have at ſtake, all that is valuable, I 
cannot poſſibly conſent to what may in any meaſure en- 
danger my Preſervation, or render my Juſtification leſs 
manifeſt and perſpicuous. 

However, as I ſhould be ſorry they ſhould loſe their 


Employments, I humbly hope their Lordſhips will be 
pleaſed 


pleaſed 
going a 
ration © 
ſuperſec 
of the / 
Rate ha 

I hope 
ceived 1 
the Nar 
11th of. 


ST 


ö I Have 


miſſi 


| Inſtant, 
| belongec 
and cam 
© Lieuten; 
in additi 
4 27th of. 
E acquaint 
lin purſi 
former ; 
the ſaid 
who is u 
# Intended 


The 


* Evidenc 


The . 
mediatel 


ſhips wil 


Trial is 
: They 
in relatic 


(55) 
pleaſed to movethem intoShips that are not immediate] 
going abroad; particularly Mr. og 10h in conſide- 
ration of being Purſer of a Fourth- Rate, and unjuſtly 
ſuperſeded, was by my Lord a appointed Purſer 
of the Ludlnw-Caſ/t]e, until the Vacancy of a ſuperior 
Rate happened. 

I hope, tho? you have taken no notice of it, you re- 
ceived my Letter of laſt Week, wherein I mentioned 
the Names of thoſe who belonged to the Revenge on the 
11th of February, and came home in the Namur. 


T am, Sir, 
Your maſt Humble Servant, 
R d L——k, 
To Vice-A IL k. 
S X, 


Admiralty-Office, Feb. 12th, 1744. 
] Have received and communicated to my Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty, your Letter of the 8th 
Inſtant, with the Liſt on the other Side of Perſons who 
belonged to the Revenge on the 11th of February, 1743, 
and came home in the Namur, wherein you have named 
Lieutenant Mark Tiddeman as one of your Evidences, 
in addition to thoſe you mentioned in your Letter of the 
27th of November lat ; and in Anſwer thereto I am to 
acquaint you, that Captain Berkeley of the Namur, had 
(in purſuance of the Directions given him upon your 
former Application) returned hither the Names of all 
the faid Perſons, except the above named Lieutenant, 
who is upon Half-Pay, and ſhall be forth coming at the 
intended Court- Martial, 
The Method their Lordſhips have taken to keep your 
Evidence together is as follows. 

The Commiſſion and Warrant Officers who are im- 
mediately under their own Appointment, their Lord- 
ſhips will take care ſhall not go out of the Land till the 
Trial is over, | 
They have given the like Order to the Navy- Board, 
in relation to Maſters and Surgeons. 1 
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And as to the other Quarter-deck People, their Lord- 
ſhips have ordered them to be born as Supernumeraries 
on board one of the great Ships at Port/mauth. 

And in anſwer to what you mention in your faid 
Letter, about Lieutenant Dubois, of the Princeſs Louiſa, 
J am to acquaint you, he has been ſome time ſince re- 
moved to the Royal George. 

J have, ſince the writing this, received yours of the 
11th, and in Compliance with your Defire in relation 
to Lieutenant Clarke of the Ludlotu Caſile, and Mr. 
Philips, Purſer of the ſaid Ship, their Lordſhips have re- 
moved the Lieutenant into the Sandwich, and viven 
the Purſer leave to ſtay in England, and appoint a De- 
puty to act for him in the Ship during the Voyage. 


T am, Sir, 
Your moſt Humble Servant, 
1 s C——tt, 


To Mr. Secretary C— tt. 


C0; : 
Chigwell, Feb. 13th, 1744. 
1 Think it my Duty to thank my Lords Commiſſio- 
ners of the Admiralty for your Letter of Yeſterd- /'s 
Date: The Method they have taken to keep my Evi- 
dences together, requires my Thanks and Acknou le- 
ments; therefore be pleaſed to aflure them, that I IU all 
always retain the moſt grateful Sentiments of their 
Juſtice and Goodneſs. —I am alſo extremely thankful 
for the Remove of Lieutenant Clarke, and their Lord- 
Fa Leave to the Purſer, Mr. Philips, to ſtay in Em- 
and. 


I have a true Senſe of all their Favours, and am, 


Str, 
Your maſt Humble Servant, 
R d Lk 


VIcE- 
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ADMI 


VICE- 


et him- 
Submit h 
And ſtar 
Bid him 
Nay mo 
Io cleai 
Myſelf v 
And ſtri 


Printed 


ADMIRAL MA THE Wo's 
CHARGE 


AGAINST 


VIcE-ADMIRAL LESTOCK 


Diſſected and Confuted, 


| Let him 
Submit his actions to the publick cenſure, 
And {ſtand the judgment of a Roman ſenate : 


Bid him do this, and Caro is his friend, 40 
5 . 5 5 £4114. I 
Nay more, though CaTo's voice was ne'er employ'd 41 T1 
| To clear the guilty, and to varniſh crimes, | Wu. 
| Myſelf will mount the Roſtrum in his favour, 448 
And ſtrive to gain his pardon from the people. "38M 
0 Appison's CAxro. ly 
1 
| F : { 5 
5 1 
WR, 
"= 
43 * 
Ws 
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LONDON: 


Printed for JohN Miri a N, near Whitehall. 
M DCC XLV. 


Printed for and Sold by Jonn MILL a x, ne 
Whitehall. 


1. Hiſtory of the Fleet in the Mediterranean, with original 
Papers and Letters, Cuts, &c. 

2. By Authority from the Originals, preſented by Admital 
Leſtock to the honourable Houſe of Commons. 

All the material Situations, Views, and Poſitions in the late 
Engagement between his Majeſty's Fleet and thoſe of France 
and Spain in the Mediterranean near Toulon, curiouſly engray'4 
on ſeven Sheets of fine Imperial Paper. 

3. Millan's Eſtabliſhment of the Army and Navy, &c. finely 
engraved in a Pocket Volume, 3s. 


ERRA-T: A. 


Pag. 2. line 22. read againſt Mr, Leſtock. þ, 3. J. 22. for anſwer. 
Part 1. r. Firſt part of the anſwer. P. 4. J. 23. r. battle flying. P. 7. I. 26, 
27. r. by him. p. S. after l. 25, r. Second part of the charge againſt Mr, 
Leſtock, p. 10. J. penult, for me r. him. p. 14. I. 6. 1. Lieutenants. ibid, 
after J. 20. r. Third part of the anſwer. p. 17. J. 15. for Mr, Leſtock's rs 
his. P. 22. J. 16. r. more than able. zbid, I. 34. r. lower'd. p. 23. l. 16, 
for defend r. anſwer. p. 24. J. 29. r. throw off all reſtraint, ibid. the fit 
note r. Fourth part of the anſwer, 
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guilt, e 
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firm, tl 
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tional 
enquiry 


ADMIRAL MAT HEW S's 
CHARGE 


AGAINST 


ViIcE-ADMIRAL LESTOCK 


DISSECTE D. 


Shall the more readily confine myſelf within 
the bounds of Mr. Mathews's accuſation, 
as the enquiry into this important affair 
cannot be thought to end in Mr. Leſtock's 
trial, for whatever ſatisfaction it may give an 
Injured nation with regard to his innocence or 
| guilt, even the latter ſhould it appear cannot 
| juſtify and abſolve ; every other officer concerned, 
unleſs it could be preſumed, which hardly 1 
believe, his accuſer himſelf will venture to at- 
firm, that in his conduct alone (even ſuppoſed 
to be bad) is involved this general evil and na- 
tional diſappointment, now the ſubject of an 
enquiry. 


B But 


( 2] 

But to proceed, Mr. Mathews's charge is con- 
tained in the queries ſent to Mr. Leſtock, and his 
reply to Mr. Leſtock's anſwer to thoſe queries, 
together with the addition of one more article 
ſince his arrival in England: This charge begins 
the 1oth of February at night when the fleet 
brought to, which is the 11th by the cuſtom at ſea, 
and it ends when firing ceaſed next night. There. 
fore I ſhall only ſpeak to what happened with- 
in that time. 

In order to come directly to the point, I have 
divided the charge againſt Mr. Leſtock into fix 
different parts. . I propoſe anſwering each 
difterent part before I proceed to another part of 
the accuſation. For example, the firſt three que- 
ries with the firſt query in Mr. Mathews's re. 
plies to Mr. Leſtock's anſwers leading to the 
ſame purport, for the ſake of order and clear- 
nals, as well as their connection with one ano- 
ther, I will join together, and anſwer accord- 


ingly in this manner through the whole charge 
of Mr. Leſtock. 


Firſt part of the charge againſt Mr. Leſtock, 
The firſt query. 


Fir partef Did you not ſee the ſignal out for the line 


wetter of of battle when I made the ſignal for bringing 


Leftock, to? 


Second. 


© Was it not your duty to have brought to 


6 1n the line of battle, agreeable to the ſignal then 
out?? 


Third, 


© You 
viſion, 
the de 
make 


© tance 
« fail? = 


The firſt 


[4 By 
© at E. 
© Febru 
© to fix 
N. to 
© to h: 
© alterat 
* power 
© break 
*eys o 
© ſtern, 
to the 


It is 
ſhould 
out for 
he fou 
make 
on the 
miral r 
o. 


[3-5] 


Third. 


« Your reaſon for bringing to, with your Di- 
+ viſion, at leaſt five miles to windward of me, 
* the doing of which you muſt know would 
make you be (as the wind was then) that diſ- 


© tance a-ſtern of me, as you was when we made 
© fail? 


The firſt query and paragraph in his replies to my 


anſwers, VIZ. 


* By the Namur's log book the wind was 
at E. N. E. when we brought to the 10th of 
© February ; and from ten o'clock that night 
© to ſix the next morning, from the N. E. by 
N. to N. E. Query, whether you ought not 
' to have kept the line, notwithſtanding the 
* alteration of the wind, ſince it was in your 
power to have done it, inſtead of being, at 
break of day, full five miles in the winds 
' eye of me; coniequently ſo many miles a- 
* ſtern, when | made fail, which is notorious 
to the whole Fleet? ? —— 


A N 8 W E R. 
L'art. 7. 
It is extremely ſurpriſing that Mr. Mathews 


ſhould aſk che Vice-admiral if he ſaw the ſignal 
out for the line of battle on board of him, when 


he found it to be ſo dark as to be obliged to 


make the night ſignal for the fleet to bring to 
on the larboard rack, which ſignal the Vice-ad- 
mira] repeated, and agreeable to which he brought 
to, What room this gentleman can have for 
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[4] 
putting this queſtion to him, at the ſame time 
that he alledges him to be at leaſt five miles off, 
let the world judge. As to reaſon and argy. 
ment they have had little Influence over Mr. 
Mathews, wherein the Vice-admiral was con- 
cerned, and therefore it may be ſuppos'd, that, 
becauſe Mr. Leftock was an inferior Flag. officer, 
and under Mr, Mathews's command, he thought 
he had a right to aſk or ſay any thing, however 
inſignificant or void either of reaſon or argy- 
ment. What could poſſibly carry the Admiral 
ſo great a diſtance from the Vice-admiral as five 
miles? By looking over the log book, it could 
only be two or three hours fail, with a ſmall 
breeze of wind, almoſt calm and a very ugly ſea 
againſt him“. If this was poſſible, (which we 
deny) the Admiral hereby impeaches his own con- 
duct, as he does not charge Mr. Leſtock with 
loitering, or any miſconduct before bringing to. 
By this he confeſſes himſelf to be raſh and incon- 
ſiderate enough, without the leaſt regard to diſ- 
cipline, and his own order, the ſignal for the 
line of battle, flying to go down in confuſion 
upon an enemy formed in perfect order of battle, 
by leaving ſo great a part of his ſtrength, as the 
Vice-admiral's diviſion, five miles a- ſtern of him, 
with very little wind and a great ſwell. And 
divided ſo great a diſtance as five miles, according 
to Mr. Mathews's charge, he would have the 
Vice-admital ſee a day- ſignal out for the line of 
battle in the dark, at a time when he made the 
night-ſignal for bringing to. How pre- 
poſterous and unreaſonable, how contrary to the 


nature and reaſon of things, and common ſenſe, 
are the queries ſtated ? 


* Having layn to on the larboard tack till three o'clock. 
See log- bock. | 
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But as the Vice-admiral faw Mr. Mathew: 
make the night-ſignal, and bring to, it cannot 
be denied, but that Mr. Mathews ſaw and heard 
Mr. Leſtock repeat it after him, and conſequent- 
ly he muſt fee by Mr. Leſtock's lights when he 
brought to with his diviſion, Is it reaſon- 
able or poſſible then that he would ſuffer him 
to bring to at that diſtance from the center by 
which Mr. Mathews riſked his own honour, and 
the nation's ſafety upon very unequal terms, 
merely becauſe he ſhould have it in his power to 
reprimand and beſpatter Mr. Leltock ? The 
three principal qualifications of an officer, are, 
firſt, to quarter his men, clear his ſhips, and put 
them in the beſt condition of annoying the ene- 
my and defending themſelves ; the ſecond, to 
diſpoſe the fleet in a proper order for action; and 
the third, to lead them on with intrepidity; 
which is meant a cool courage in the commander, 
and in the ſubordinate officers a bold execution of 
the orders they received. Agreeable then to the 
{cond of theſe qualifications, had Mr. Leſtock 
brought to ſo far to windward, or ſo great a diſtance 
from Mr. Mathews, as he ſays, would not he, in a 
caſe where he could not help ſeeing him, as much 
as Mr, Leſtock ſaw him, where not only the fate 
and liberties of his country depended, but all Eu- 
rope, have immediately ſent to Mr. Leſtock to 
correct and reform his miſconduct, particularly 
an abuſe of that dangerous conſequence? After 
theſe obſervations there does not ſcem to be the 
leaſt circumſtance of truth, or probability 1n this 
part of the charge againſt Mr. Leſtock. 

As Mr. Mathews had neglected appointing a 
lignal in the night for the line of battle, perhaps 
luch an overſight, of ſo evil a tendency, made 
him the more ſanguine in his expectations, that 
Mr.Leftock ſhould ſee a day-ſignal for that purpoſe 
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flying abroad in the dark night. But the weak. 
neſs and inconſiſtency of this charge are made more 
manifeſt and plain, by conſidering the tenor of 
the night-ſignal he made for bringing to, which 
was the ſeventh inſtruction in the ſignals to be 


obſerved in ſailing in the night. 


Signals by night. 
Seventh. 
To vringto, © When the fleet is failing large, or before the 
afeer Giling © Wind, and the admiral would have them bring 


targe, or be.“ to, and lie by, with their ſtarboard tacks aboard, 
wing. he will put abroad four lights in the fore-ſhrowds, 
and fire ſix guns; but if with the larboard tacks 
* aboard, eight guns; which is to be anſwer'd by 
the flag-ſhips of the fleet: and every private 
* ſhip is to anſwer with four lights (it being the 
* ſame that is in the fourth article for bringing 
to in a fog) and the windwardmoſt ſhips are to 
© bring to firſt.” 

This ſignal is a full juſtification of Mr. Le- 
ſtock's bringing to, even ſuppoſing he had been 
really the diſtance from Mr. Mathews that he al- 
ledges; becauſe this inſtruction abſolutely requires 
the windwardmoſt ſhips to bring to firſt ; and it 
cannot be ſaid that the laſt ſignal is not to be 
complied with, admitting it was in contradiction 
to a ſignal made before, or the ſignal for the line 
of battle, when it was ſeen flying. — But not- 
withſtanding it was impoſſible for Mr. Leſtock 
to ſee any other ſignal than the night- ſignal to 
bring to, he was actually in the line of battle 


with Mr. Mathews when he brought to, within 
three miles of the enemy, who bore away and 
edg'd from him the moment he brought to, and 
that he could not go nearer to them, unleſs he 
had broke the line of battle, or the Admiral had 
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given him orders to chace and engage the ene- 
ny.— At dawn of day Mr. Leſtock finding 
himſelf a greater diſtance from Mr. Mathews, as 
well as the enemy, than he was at night, he made 
ail, and by that time the Admiral made the ſig- 
ral for the fleet to make ſail, he was near being 
+breaſt of him. The difference in the diſtance 
between night and morning, was occaſioned by a 
ſhift of wind, and being within the eddy or in- 
draught of the iſlands, while Mr. Mathews was 
n the offing, in the power of the current. 

And to omit no circumſtance that may enforce 
Mr. Leſtock's innocence to the conviction of the 
world, Mr. Mathews made the ſignal in the morn- 
ing for him that commands in the third poſt to 
make more fail, before he made the ſignal for him 
that commands in the ſecond poſt to do the fame ; 
and Lieutenant Thomas Knowler told Mr. Le- 
ſtock on tae Neptune's quarter-deck that the Ad- 
miral was very uneaſy that the Rear-Admiral did 
not make more fail with his diviſion, and get into 
the line of battle; an inconteſtable proof that he 
thought the Rear-admiral a greater diſtance from 
him than Mr. Leſtock was: and notwithſtanding 
he ſent the Vice-admiral a meſſage by Lieutenant 
Jaſper, his Lieutenant, that he would lay by for 
Mr. Leſtock, until he could get up to cloſe with 
him, yet in ſuch a good failing ſhip, as the Na- 
mur was well known to be, he made more ſail, 
laving Mr. Leſtock a greater diſtance a-ſtern : 
and, in ſhort, by his impatience and unfixed re- 
ſolution, not knowing his own mind, he himſelf 
alone occaſioned what he lays to Mr. Leſtock's 
charge, while in his courſe he near'd the Rear-ad- 
miral in the Barfleur, which ſhip was almoſt as 
toul as the Neptune, being near three years and a 
half without docking or careening. 


I am 


[8] 
I am the more particular in this undeniable cir. 
cumſtance of the Rear-admiral's being a greater 
diſtance from the Admiral than the Vice-admirz|, 
that it may ſerve to prove the great hurry and 
haſte that the Chief made down upon the enemy 
in confuſion, without allowing a ſufficient. time 
for the fleet to form into a line of battle; the 
center making too much fail for the wings, or 
the van and the rear of our fleet. And as the 
Rear-admiral's diſtance was greater than Mr, Le. 
ſtock's from Mr. Mathews, with great juſtice i 
may be obſerved, that Mr. Mathews was bling 
and partial to the Rear-admiral's faults, while he 
was a ſevere ſcourge and cenſurer of Mr. Leſtock' 
actions, though regular and conſiſtent. —— We 
cannot let this obſervation eſcape, that Mr. Le. 
ſtock may not fall a ſacrifice to the notorious 
blunders and miſconduct of others, and thereby 
his condemnation draw a veil over their guilt. 
The next part of the charge againſt Mr. Le. 
ſtock is the beginning of the fourth query, 
which for the ſake of it's connection with the & 
cond paragraph of the Admiral's replies to M. 
Leſtock's anſwers to thoſe queries, I ſhall join to- 
gether ; and continue the method I have begun. 


The beginning of the fourth query, viz. 


Second part Did you not ſee the ſignal made by me to 
of therhars*s engage the enemy? your reaſon for not repeat 


Teisk - ing the ſaid ſignal?ꝰ 


Second paragraph in Mr. Mathews's replies, viz. 


It's true, that the thirteenth article of the 
© fighting inſtructions does not mention that the 
« ſignal tor engaging the enemy ſhall be repeated 
© by the other flag-officers ; but I have 15 to 
believe 
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* take care not to fire before the ſignal be given © 
by the Admiral. | . 
Which article leaves no room for its being re- 1 
peated; for where repeating is neceſſary, every 4 i. 
| article expreſſes it ſhall be repeated. And as Mr. 
Leſtock has been in two general battles, he af- 1 


| firms that the ſignal for battle was not repeated in 
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© believe, that every Captain in your diviſion, for 

want of your having repeated it, as Rear-ad- 

© miral Rowley did, judged he was to keep the 

line, and not to make fail a-head of you, in or- 

« der to engage ; which many of them could 

© have done, had they not expected your repeat- 

© ing the ſignal.” —— 


Second part of the anſcver. 


It is neceſſary to premiſe, that Mr. Leſtock is Stroud part 
held guiltleſs, from the time of his bringing to n 
at night, to the time that the Admiral made the 
fgnal to engage the enemy, which was between 
ten and eleven o'clock in the forenoon. 

Mr. Leſtock acknowledges, that he ſaw him 
make the ſignal to engage the enemy, and upon 
hearing his firſt Lieutenant order the ſignal- men 
up to repeat it, he forbid him, from his know- 
edge and experience that this ſignal is not to be 
repeated 3 as may be proved by the words of the 
thirteenth article of the fighting inſtructions : 


VIZ, 
13. 
As ſoon as the Admiral ſhall hoiſt a red flag 


fire a gun, every ſhip in the fleet is to uſe their 
* utmoſt endeavour to engage the enemy, in the 
* order the Admiral has preſcribed unto them 
(and to this article Mr. Mathews made a manu- 
ſcript addition, viz.) and ſtrictly charged to 
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either. In that off Malaga, he was Lieutenant to 
the Admiral of the White, who did not repeat it, 
nor did any other flag ſhip, either Engliſh or 
Dutch. | 
The Rear-admiral's repeating this ſignal con- 
trary to the tenor of this article, and all precedent 
from our predeceſſors, was no precedent to the 
Vice-admiral ; neither does reaſon oblige him to 
anſwer for the expectations of the Captains of his 
diviſion, when they are ſo unjuſtly grounded, and 
ſo inconſiſtent with diſcipline and ſervice. But 
one would have imagined that if Mr. Mathews 
had intended this ſignal ſhould have been repeat- 
ed, that while he made the manuſcript addition 
to this very article, viz. * And ſtrictly charged 
to take care not to fire before the ſignal be giv- 
den by the Admiral,“ that he would have then 
ordered the repetition of it by all flag officers. 
By this addition he made, it is manifeſt that he 
had ſeen and read this article; and fince he had 
the pen in his hand, why did he not go farther 
on, and give Mr, Leſtock authority and inſtruc- 
tion to do that which he thought ſo neceſſary? For 
had he repeated it without, and the Rear-admiral 
had forbore, and followed the dictates of diſci- 
Pline and ſervice, we cannot help believing his 
accuſer would have made this a more plauſible 
and effectual charge againſt him, and from his 
miſapprehenſion and blundering, drawn conſe- 
quences againſt him much better for his purpoſe, 
than thoſe he has inferred. 

But the extraordinary ſtreſs that is laid upon 
this ſuppoſed neglect of the Vice-admiral 1s very 
aſtoniſhing, as the Admiral alledges, that it hin- 
dered the failing ſhips of Mr. Leſtock's diviſion 
from making fail a-head of me, in order to en- 
gage, and forced them to keep the line. 
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What, would Mr. Leſtock's repeating this ſig- 
nal have given them authority to break the line, 
and go a-head of him? If there is a man in being 
but himſelf that could make ſo ridiculous a con- 
ſtruction, I ſhould be tempted to give up the 
Vice-admiral's cauſe, juſt and honeſt as it is, and 
will appear to be. Whatever the Captains of 
his diviſion might crudely expect and ſuggeſt, 
whatever might be Mr. Mathews's ſenſe and con- 
ſtruction of this ſignal, when he found himſelf 
fruſtrated, baffled, and diſappointed, and the ene- 
my eſcaped at ſo eaſy a rate, which would infal- 
libly fling an injured nation's odium upon the 
perſons, who by their ill conduct any ways con- 
tnbuted to ſo great a failure: hitherto we are per- 
ſuaded, in defiance of malice and aſperſion, that 
diſcipline and ſervice, and duty to his King and 
country, have been the conſtant rule and guide of 
the Vice-admiral's conduct. Though Mr. Le- 
ſtock's apprehenſion may not be ſo ſhrewd and 
penetrating as Mr. Mathews's, yet we may pro- 
miſe ourſelves the ſanction of every experienced 
officer for what we venture to affirm with regard 
to the real meaning of this ſignal and inſtruction, 
viz, that as ſoon as it appears abroad it is not a 
juſtification, or an authority to an officer to break 
the line, while the ſignal for the line of battle is 
kept out, and to engage the enemy in diſorder 
and confuſion. Common ſenſe and reaſon, with 
the conſtruction that the expreſs words of this 
very article will bear, teach, that it binds every 
officer to engage the enemy in the order the Ad- 
miral has preſcribed unto them.—— What order 
elſe but that of the line of battle is here meant ? 
Would then the Vice-admiral's having repeated 
this ſignal authoriſed the Captains of his diviſion 
to have acted contrary to the tenor of this inſtruc- 
tion, in contradiction to the ſignal for the line of 
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battle then flying; alſo in contradiction to the 
21ſt and 24th articles of the fighting inſtruc. 
tions, viz. 


Twenty Ft. 
* None of the ſhips in the fleet ſhall purſue 
any ſmall number of the enemies ſhips till the 
main body be diſabled or run. 


Twenty fourth. 


No ſhip in the fleet ſhall leave her ſtation 
upon any pretence whatſoever.” Sc. Sc. 65; 
Never before was a ſignal made to engage the 
enemy, before the fleet were formed in a dif 
ſition of battle, according to the ſignal for the 
line. In the battle of Malaga, Sir George Rook 
did not make this ſignal before he was within 
gunſhot of the French Admiral; in the battle of 
Beachy-head, it was not made till juſt before the 
action began, long after the fleet had been drawn 
into a proper order of battle. Though we had 
the ſuperiority of 36 fail of the line of battle, 
in the battle of La Hogue, yet that great officer 
Admiral Ruſſel, a true pattern of diſcipline and 
knowledge, who enlightned us by farther intro- 
ducing and maintaining naval exerciſes, in the 
art of ſhip fighting, who always held order as 
an indiſpenſable leſſon, and capital inſtruction to 
ſucceſs and victory; though he had lain long in 
perfect order of battle ready to receive the French, 
yet upon obſerving Monſieur Tourville had put 
out his ſignal for battle, he commanded that his 
ſhould not be ſpread untill the French (who had 
the weather-gage) were come as near as they 
thought convenient, which was within three 
quarters muſket ſhot. And indeed in all the 
battles that ever were ſeen, heard, or read of, 
the ſame caution and circumſpection were ob- 
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ſerved, if the Admiral who commanded was an 
officer of common experience and judgment. 
But againſt theſe excellent rules of war and pru- 
dence, Mr. Matthews himſelf, a ſufficient prece- 
dent to make theſe obſolete, made this. ſignal 
three hours before action, while the fleet, ſo far 
from being in a line of battle, were in the greateſt 
confuſion and diſorder, going down upon an 
enemy who was in perfect order, ſtretching to the 
Southward, and agreeable to what J aſſert for the 
better information of the reader, I refer him to 
Ne, 1. of the ſituation and views in the late en- 
gagement near Touloun, of his Majeſty's fleet 
and thoſe of France and Spain. 


Third part of the charge. 
This part of the charge againſt Mr. Leſtock, Third Part 
according to the method I have followed forgo 
clearneſs, is compoſed of part of Mr. Mathews's charge a- 
fourth query, and the next part of his replies to Lage. 
that we have already anſwered, which have a con- 


nection with one another, and are as follow. 


Admiral Mathews's charge againſt Mr. Leftock. 
Part of the fourth query. 
| Part tbird. 

* Your reaſon for not endeavouring to cut off 
the four ſternmoſt ſhips of the enemy, and for 
not making the ſignal for any of your diviſion 
to perform that ſervice ; eſpecially as you had 
clean ſhips in your diviſion ; 


Part of the Admirals replies. 
* Query, why did you not ſet your ſtudding 
* fails, and order the failing ſhips of your divi- 
ſion to mak fail, and engage the four ſternmoſt 
* ſhips of the enemy, particularly the Elizabeth, 
* Buckingham, and Revenge ? And why did you 
* luffer any of your diviſion to ſhorten fail? You 
* lay, that the Cambridge and Dunkirk would have 
1 made 


X ﬆx 


| [ 14] 
made more fail, and engaged the four ſternmoſt 
ſhips; and that you fired a ſhot at the Dun. 
kirk, and made her commander's ſignal, but 
all to no purpoſe; (for that he till kept to 
windward of you, as did the Cambridge alſo?) 
And why did you not ſend your Lieutenant to 
command thoſe two ſhips, when you judged 
their commanders did not do their duty, and 
you muſt have ſeen that the ſervice ſuffer'd b 
their ill behaviour? Surely it would have been 
right to have done ſo, and I ſhould have 
thank'd you heartily for it; for in the ſituation 
I was 1 could Oey ſee what was doing 
a-ſtern of me. You are pleaſed to ſay, that 
you fired a broadfide at the four ſternmoſt 
1 * and that the enemy returned it: I take 
it for granted, that you judged yourſelf with- 
in gunſhot of them, elſe you would not have 
fired; though it ſeems all your ſhot fell ſhort 
of them.” 

It was impoſſible for Mr. Leſtock to make 
more fail than he did; and it cannot be denied 
that Lieutenant Jaſper came on board from the 
Admiral, and told him on the quarter-deck, that 
he was ſent to tell him that the Admiral would 
lay by, until his diviſion got up to cloſe with him. 
But upon Mr. Leſtock's obſerving that the Ad- 
miral inſtead of doing ſo, was rather making 
more fail from him, Mr. Jaſper replied, that he 
ſaw the ſame ſoon after he put off from the Na- 
mur, yet however he thought it his duty not to 
return back on board before he had delivered the 
Admiral's meſſage.— And as an unqueſtionable 
proof that Mr. Leftock had all his fail abroad, 
when Lieutenant Knowler of the Namur, who 


* 'The word (all) is not in Mr. Leftock's anſwer. 


+ (nor) for that he ſtill kept to windward of you, as did 
the Cambridge alſo. 
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von followed Mr. Jaſper, told him on the Nep- 
tune's quarter-deck, that he was come from the 
Admiral, to deſire him to make more ſail, 
He bid him look aloft, and ſee whether it was in 
his power to make more fail, every thing being 
then abroad. And, having obſerved, that ac- 
cording to the line of battle, the Royal Philip, 
the Spaniſh Admiral, muſt be the ſhip he 
took up, Mr. Knowler anſwered, that the Admi- 
ral had told him fo. Theſe words of Mr. 
Knowler's induced Mr. Leſtock the more ſted- 
faſtly to believe, that the Admiral's deſign was 
to engage the enemy, agreeable to the ſignal for 
the line of battle then flying. And as a clear 
circumſtance he expected no other than to en- 
gage the Royal Philip, having obſerved ſix ſhips 
of the enemy a-ſtern of her, and the ſternmoſt 
ſhip much the largeſt, which he took to be the 
Iſabella of eighty guns, and having but only four 
ſhips in the line of battle a-ſtern of him, viz. 
the Ruſſel, Buckingham, Elizabeth, and Revenge, 
in order to make himſelf more upon an equality 
with the enemy, he ordered the three fifty gun 
ſhips that were under his direction to do what 
they could. The Romney to fall in between the 
Elizabeth and Buckingham, and the Nonſuch and 
Oxford to aſſiſt the Revenge, being his ſternmoſt 
ſhip. Whatever contemptible notions others 
might have of the enemy, nothing appeared but 
order and diſcipline throughout their fleet; and 
from their readineſs, their behaviour and manner 
of acting from the beginning, giving us battle 
ſeemed to be their real intention; and ſurely it 
cannot be doubted but that they came out for 


that very purpoſe. They were well formed, and 


ſo far from the appearance of runaways (which 
would be ridiculous, as well as falſe to ſay) they 
continued their courſe to the ſouthward, endea- 

vouring 
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vouring to gain the wind of us. They ſaw 
Mr. Mathews make the ſignal for battle, when 
we were in confuſion and unformed, at leaſt, by 
the Admiral's own aſſertion, Mr. Leſtock's divi. 
ſion a great diſtance from the center, which pro- 
ceeded from his great hurry and impatience, con- 
trary to the meſlages ſent to Mr. Leſtock, In 
ſhort, our ſhips were wide extended and ſtraggled, 
yet ſtill bearing down in a dangerous ſecurity 
upon them, whereby it ſoon became impracti- 
cable for us to keep the wind of the enemy, con- 
ſidering the foulneſs of our ſhips, and at the ſame 
time to have room to form in good order before 
action, unleſs we had immediately haled our wind 
to gain time for that purpoſe. From every cir- 
cumſtance it appears, that the enemy's deſign 
was either to draw us on to fight at a diſadvan- 
tage upon unequal terms, or that of gaining the 
wind of us, to have uſed their fireſhips more ef- 


fectually upon us than we did ours upon them.— 
It Mr. Leſtock miſbehaved the night before in 


bringing to, as he is not accuſed till between ten 


and eleven o'clock next forenoon, and then for 
not repeating the ſignal for battle, as he made all 
the fail he could in the morning, it is evident the 


 Admiral's own conduct made the diſtance be- 


tween the center and rear ſtill greater and more 
dangerous. Is Mr. Leſtock to anſwer for his 
raſnneſs then? God forbid ; could his former ſup- 
poled neglect at night, empower Mr. Mathews 
in the morning to act ſo inconſiderately, fo op- 
poſite to policy, and the art of war, the nation's 
ſafety and glory? | 

Mr. Mathews, eager as he may be to condemn 
Mr. Leſtock's conduct, will not, I believe, lay, 
that he could have taken upon him to make any 
alteration in the line of battle, as by ſignal abroad, 


before the time he bore down upon the Royal 
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Philip, when he neither knew nor ſaw that ke in- 
tended to attack the Spaniſh ſquadron ; which, 
according to the line of battle, ſhould have fallen 


to Mr. Leſtock's ſhare, as well as what Lieute- 


nant Knowler had told him, with regard to his 
engaging the Spaniſh Admiral. If he could not 
then before half an hour paſt one, the time 
the Admiral bore down upon the enemy, order 
the clean ſhips of his diviſion; viz. the Buck- 
ingham, Elizabeth, and Revenge, to go a-head 
of him, in order to cut off the four ſternmoſt 
ſhips of the enemy, where there'were ſhips enough 
alteady poſted by the line of battle, more than 
ſufficient to cope with all the Spaniſh ſquadron, 
it was to no purpoſe Mr. Leſtock's ordering them 
after the action began; for even had he been in- 
conſiderate enough to undertake what he could 
not anſwer, to ditect theſe ſhips going a-head of 
him, in breach of the Admiral's order, which by 
ſignal was conſpicuouſly flying, it was impracti- 
cable for them to obey and execute this order, 
conſidering their diſtance a-ſtern of him, the little 


wind, and the greatneſs of the ſwell, which was 


ſo large, that the lower deck ports could not be 

kept open. | 
And in ſupport of this truth, it will appear by 
ſhips logs, that all the forenoon, till juſt before 
the engagement began, the ſhips in Mr. Leſtock's 
diviſion went between three and four knots every 
hour; but from half paſt one to five, no leſs 
than three hours and a half, the wind having 
declined ſo much, and the ſwell being ſo very 
high, that they did not in all that time go above 
four miles and half : What will ſerve to corro- 
borate this truth, and enforce it to the corwiction 
of the world, beyond the leaſt doubt and contra- 
diction, is the little diſtance we gained in our af- 
ternoon's fail upon the Mariborough; which ſhip 
| D was 
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was all that time in action, loſt her maſts, and 
could not be ſuppoſed to go any thing a-head, 
And as a farther proof, the Ruſſel, always eſteem- 
ed a good failing ſhip, not above eight months 
from being clean'd, had every fail ſet, but could 
not, before the fireſhip blew up, get up to cloſe 
with Mr. Leſtock..—— Let the reader weigh well 
theſe circumſtances, and judge the poſſibility of 
theſe three ſhips, ſtation'd a-ſtern of the Ruſſel 
in the line of battle, getting a-head of Mr. Le- 
ſtock, to execute what his commanding officer 
expected of him, contrary to the ſignal abroad, 
becauſe he failed, and was ingloriouſly diſcom- 
fited. There were five ſhips of the line of battle 
a-ſtern of Mr. Leſtock all the afternoon, as the 
Torbay, with all her endeavours, and fail abroad, 
could not get into her ſtation a head of the Nep- 
tune. I muſt obſerve then, as the ſtrongeſt proof 
of what I aſſert, one ſhip with another of theſe 
five were at leaſt half a mile from each other, 
when the engagement began. According to this 
calculation, the ſternmoſt ſhip, the Revenge, muſt 
have been two miles and a half a-ſtern of Mr. Le- 
ſtock, the Elizabeth two miles, and the Bucking- 
ham one and a half: was it poſſible then for the 
Buckingham to gain of Mr. Leſtock, in little more 
than four miles ſailing, a mile and a half, the El- 
zabeth two miles, and the Revenge two and a 
half, though theſe diſtances gained of him, would 
have only made them a-breaſt of him, who 
could not reach the ſternmoſt ſhip of the Spaniſh 

ſquadron ? NE ae | 
The ſtudding fails of the Neptune were kept 
abroad as long as they really did any ſervice ; and 
the occaſion of their being haled down was the 
Torbay being a-ſtern of her, out of her ſtation 3 
which ſhip, with all the fail ſhe could crowd, 
could never get into it : and as the Neptune was 
| remarkable 
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remarkable for pitching exceſſively in a ſwell, 
which Mr. Leſtock had fatally experienced in the 
loſs of her maſts in her paſſage from England, 
had they been ſet again, without regarding the' 
Torbay, they could have been of no other ſervice 
than to have ſilenced the malice and detraction of 
this charge; and by their flapping to and fro the 
maſt would have been endangered ; as Mr. Le- 
ſtock can prove that, upon this account alone, he 
had ſeveral applications made to him by the offi- 
cers, before they were haled down. Neither 
are theſe troubleſome fails altogether ſo proper to 
engage with; the old practice having been to furl 
the mainſail, to prevent firing the ſhip. 

It did not appear to Mr. Leſtock that the ſhips 
of his diviſion a-ſtern of him ſhortened ſail; and 
where he could not ſo well diſtinguiſh himſelf, 
his officers on whom he could depend frequently 
informed him of this truth. It is evident, that 
the Torbay and Ruſſel continued all their ſail a- 
broad, and if the other three ſhips, viz. the 
Buckingham, Elizabeth and Revenge, did ſhorten 
fail at times, to keep in the order of battle, ac- 
cording to the line, contrary to his obſervation 
and his officers (as they might poſſibly, without 
their ſeeing them, as we were in the line of bat- 
tle, conſequently the Torbay and Ruſſel right a- 
ſtern of the Neptune, an obſtruction to their ſight) 
yet nevertheleſs Mr. Leſtock had no authority to 
alter Mr. Mathews's diſpoſition. The twenty- 
fourth article of the fighting inſtructions injoins 
every ſhip to keep her ſtation; and that, nor no 
other, impowers an inferior flag officer to direct 
any breach of it, upon any pretence whatſoever; 
while the commanding Admiral keeps abroad the 
ſignal for the line, and does not make the ſignal 
for that flag officer and his diviſion to give chace 
t the enemy. Had Mr. Leſtock done this * 

| D 2 
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the rules of prudence and diſcipline (the twenty. 


firſt and twenty-fourth articles of the fighting in- 
ſtructions) without authority, or regarding his 
own ſafety, under a man who has proved fo ready 
and eager to condemn him, the reaſons and cir- 
cumſtances I have already mentioned make it 
clear and obvious that it could have anſwered no 
other purpoſe than falling into confuſion by ſepa- 


rating from the center his diviſion to leeward, 


Any parti- 
cular flag 
ſhip, with 


without the poſſibility of coming near enough, 
even to the ſternmoſt ſhip of the enemy, to do 
any real ſervice, had ſhe or they kept afore the 
wind: had Mr. Leſtock chaſed ſo unthinkingly 
with his diviſion, and in the mean time the 
French had made a proper uſe of his indiſcretion, 
by coming upon Mr, Mathews and Rear-admiral 
Rowley, when he could not have got to wind- 
ward again, who would not have blamed him? I 
am ſure Mr. Mathews himſelf would not have 
thought his conduct juſtifiable to have donc aig 
without à ſignal: he indeed would have been 
glad of fuch an opportunity and ſo fair a ſubje&t 
to have impeached his conduct, and veil'd over 
his own ; this would have been catching bim in 
an egregious ſnare; it would have been erring 
with his eyes open 3 and then indeed with great 
juſtice and propriety, Mr. Mathews might have 
retorted upon him (as he has done in the ſucceed- 
ing part of his replies, yet unanſwered) that had 


he judged proper for him to have acted in this 


manner, -there was a proper ſignal to be made for 
that ſervice by the commanding officer, and a- 


greeable. to which the twenty-ſeventh of the fight- 


ing inſtructions is very explicit, viz. 


Twenty-ſeventh, © © 
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at 
to the enemy, he will make the ſame ſignal that 
« is appointed for that flag ſhip's tacking with his 
« {quadron- or diviſion, and weathering the ene- 
my.“ | 


him were the Cambridge and Dunkirk, both 
which ſhips could have made more ſail, but they 
kept to windward of him, particularly the Dun- 
kick ; and though there was but very little wind 
with a great ſwell, yet as they ſailed well, it was 
his opinion, that they (with the ſhips, viz. Dor- 
ſetſhire, Effex, Royal Oak, and Rupert, a-ſtern 
of the Marlborough, that- were throwing their 
ſhot away at a great diſtance, while ſhe was torn 
to pieces by the Spaniſh Admiral's ſecond, a-ſtern 
of him) might have ſtopt thoſe four ſhips of the 
enemy, until Mr. Leſtock and his diviſion got up, 
therefore he fired a ſhot to windward of the Dun- 


kick and Cambridge, and-at the fame time made - 


the Captain of the Dunkirk's ſignal, but to no 
purpoſe. | v7 

The Cambridge was not ſo far to windward of 
him, as the Dunkirk, therefore the captain's ſig- 
nal was not made; and at that time he appre- 
hended the firing a ſhot to windward of them, 
would be a ſufficient check to both captains, eſpe- 
cially to fo old an officer as captain Drummond is, 


being near thirty three years a commiſſion officer. 


But it has been alledged and pleaded in defence of 
thoſe two ſhips, though they were to windward 
of Mr. Leſtock, yet they were in the line with the 
ſhips a-head of them; and in the firſt article of 
the fighting inſtructions the Admiral himſelf has 
added a manuſcript addition, viz. * And every 
* ſhip is to obſerve the ſame diftance thoſe ſhips 
* do which are next the Admiral, always taking 
it from the center.“ As to ſending Lieute- 
nants to command the Dunkfrk and . 

the 


The ſhips of Mr. Leſtock's diviſion a-head of 
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the ſhortneſs of time between the ſhot's being fi. 
red, and Mr. Mathews's making the ſignal to 
leave off chace, and haling down the ſignal for 
the line of battle, as alſo the ſignal to engage the 
enemy, would not (had there been much greater 
neceſſity to do 1t) admit of ſuch a proceeding, 
Though Mr. Mathews ſays in this part of the 
charge againſt Mr. Leſtock, that his ſituation wa 
ſuch, that he could not poſſibly ſee, what waz 
doing a-ſtern of him, as if he had been in the 
heat of battle all the time, I ſhall in anſwer to 
another part of the charge where he aſſerts the 
ſame, prove the contrary, when this will come 
more properly under our conſideration, 

Mr. Leſtock kept bearing down, until he 
found he ſhould not be more able to get into the 
wake of the ſternmoſt ſhip of the enemy. Far- 
ther, to divert her from getting up to the pro- 
tection of the Spaniſh Admiral, as the only re- 
medy left him to bring on an engagement, at the 
diſtance he was off, he fired a broadſide ; ſhe re- 
turned it, ſheer'd farther. from him, and made 
more ſail. — He did his utmoſt to cut off thoſe 
four ſternmoſt ſhips of the enemy, it was impoſ- 
_ ſible for him to do more to hinder them from 
getting a-head to the aſſiſtance of the Real, or 
firing at the fire-ſhip, that was about this time 
ſent down upon the Spaniſh Admiral ; neither did 
all his ſhot fall ſhort of the ſternmoſt ſhip, but 
ſhe directly bore away, and made more ſail, which 
was what he could not do. 

In ſupport of what I have affirmed, when Mr. 
Leſtock fired at this ſhip, ſhe was before his beam, 
her top-gallant fails loward, mizen top: ſail a- 
back, only under her main and fore top- fails, her 
coarſes being halled up, and yet ſhe ſtole very 
faſt a-head of him, though there was very little 
wind, with ſo great a weſtern ſwell, that it was 
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all that the ſhip had ſteerage way, and that ſhe 
could keep her ports open to fire her lower tier— 
And that after returning the fire ſhe hoiſted her 
top-gallant fails, filled her mizen top: ſail, let fall 
her fore-ſail and bore away from Mr. Leſtock 
though he kept edging down after her, till he 
found he ſhould only be able to fetch into her 
wake: If ſhe went a-head of him, only under 
her top-ſails, mizen top-ſail a-back, -and top-gal- 
lant-ſails lowered, it muſt be allowed that ſhe 
went much faſter when ſhe made more fail. 

There cannot be plainer proofs, or ſtronger 
circumſtances, and I have advanced nothing 
where evidence and conviction are wanting. 

The fourth part of the charge that I ſhall pro- 
ceed to defend, is the remainder of the Admi- 
ral's fourth query, with part of his replies, viz. 


Latter part of the fourth query. 
And alſo your reaſon for ſhortning ſail, and Feth . 
* altering your courſe by haling upon a wind.“ thew: a. 
gainſt Mr, 
Leſtock. 


Part of the replies. | 

© You are likewiſe pleaſed to give me for an- 1 

* ſwer to the laſt part of my fourth and laſt query, 4 
* viz. that you left off purſuing the enemy, and 
* clap d upon a wind in order to protect the 9 
Rear-admiral; and Sir, I muſt confeſs, that I FA 4 
* am not a little ſurprized at the reaſon you are {8 
* pleaſed to give me, for breaking the line of = 
battle, and quitting the enemy, ſo near you as N 
* thoſe four ſhips were by your own confeſſion. 1 
Had I judged Rear-admiral Rowley in fo great "3 
danger, as you ſeem to inſinuate him to have 
* been in, there is a proper ſignal to be made for 
that ſervice by the commanding officer. I 
* muſt take leave to affirm, that had you not 
* Clapped upon a wind with your whole ORG, 
: 5 by 
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by all the accounts I have received, 


x ou and 
your diviſion (though not all your ſai abroad) 


G 
might, and muſt have engaged theſe ſtern- 
< molt ſhips of the Spaniards in one quarter of an 
hour at leaſt, by which means the Real could 
© not have eſcaped me, as I was within muſket. 
© ſhot of her, when all the ſternmoſt ſhips of the 
enemy came up and tore me to pieces: And! 
© muſt add, that your neglect of that piece of 
* fervice was obvious and plain; and it is certain, 
* that all the Captains in your diviſion, judged 
they were to follow you, notwithſtanding the 
© ſignal for engaging the enemy was out. Imuſt 
take leave to ſay, that if you had been pleaſed 


© to have undeceived them on that head, it would 


© have been doing, not only the duty of an of- 
© ficer, but likewiſe a friendly part to me.“ 

It is a matter of great wonder and fſurprize, 
that Mr. Mathews ſhould aſk, why Mr. Leſtock 
ſhortened fail, and altered his courſe by haling 
upon a wind. While Mr. Leſtock was 
under Mr. Mathews in the Mediterranean, what- 
ever was faid there, we may ſuppoſe he could 
not ſo well take the liberty to expoſe the weak- 
neſs and folly of, even in his own defence ; but 
now, ſince his arrival here, ſelf-preſervation, with 
the injuries and oppreſſions that he has ſuffered 


during his ſuſpenfion, make it a duty incumbent 


upon him to throw off the reſtraint and cere- 
mony, therefore I cannot help faying, that I am 
aſtoniſhed to the greateſt degree, to find that 
Mr. Mathews ſhould deliver ſuch a query after 
mature deliberation, as part of his charge againſt 
Mr. Leſtock. Surely either he muſt have the 
moſt contemptible opinion of Mr. Leſtock's un- 
derſtanding and experience, to think him capable 
of letting ſuch anſwers paſs upon him unregard- 


ed, or he muſt have the lameſt and weakeſt 7 
« that 
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that ever an inconſiderate man undertook to ſup- 

Tt. 
ei is plain and evident, that Mr. Leſtock did 
not break the line of battle, nor quit the enemy; 
(that is what he never did, nor never would do;) 
it will appear that he never clap'd upon a wind, 
with his whole diviſion, or any part of it; nei- 
ther did he ever ſhorten fail, until Mr. Mathews 
called him off chace by hoiſting the white flag 
at the fore-top-maſt-head, and haling down the 
ſignals for engaging the enemy and the line of 
battle. Mr. Leſtock did not give him for an 
anſwer to the laſt part of his fourth and laſt 
query, that he left off purſuing the enemy, and 
clap'd upon a wind in order to protect the Rear- 
admiral. His anſwer upon this occaſion was in 
theſe words, That when he haled down the ſignal 
to engage, and made the ſignal to give over 
chace, Mr. Leſtock immediately ſhortened fail ; 
he haled his wind, Mr. Leſtock did the ſame, as 
it appeared to him to protect Rear-admiral Row- 
ley and his diviſion, the van of the French fleet 
being then tack'd, and endeavouring to double 
upon him. 

Theſe words do not mean more, nor can they 
be wreſted or taken in any other ſenſe, than that 
In obedience to his order by ſignal then abroad, he 
was neceſſiated to comply with 1t; and that this 
ſignal was made by Mr. Mathews for the pro- 
tection of the Rear-admiral. 

Mr. Mathews carefully avoids making any re- 
ply to Mr. Leſtock's aſſerting, he made the ſignal 
to give over chace, not one word in anſwer to 
that, only aſſertions of what he never wrote, con- 
trary to the true and plain meaning of Mr. Le- 
ſtock's anſwers to his queries that were firſt ſent 
to him; probably as he could not ſtand argument 
and reaſon, and even ſubterfuge and evaſion 


E. failed 


[ 26 ] 

failed him in this point, he thought he muſt ſay 
ſomething, however incoherent and wide from 
the ſubject, in order to gloſs over his reſolution 
of bringing all the blame upon Mr. Leſtock to 
| fave himſelf. —No matter what it was if it was 
aſſerted with aſſurance, and that air which the com- 
mand and power he had over Mr. Leſtock's naty- 
rally gave him. But, with ſubmiſſion to his abilities, 
ſilence upon this ſubject is a ſtrong circumſtance for 
Leſtock, a conſciouſneſs, and indeed a tacit con- 
feſſion that he made the ſignal to give over chace, 
Elſe in his replies, he would have certainly denied 
the doing it; and as he writes untruths againſt 
Mr, Leſtock with all the zeal and appearance of 
certainty, he would, if poſſible, in this important 
particular, have rather exceeded in his manner of 
affirmation, than paſſed over in ſilence, without 
denying, or making any reply to what Mr. Le- 
ſtack alledges in his anſwers to his queries, that 
he did not ſhorten ſail before he haled down the 
ſignal to engage the enemy, and hoiſted the ſig- 
nal to give over chace, &c. &c. 

Mr. Mathews ſays, that * Had he judged Rear- 
t admiral Rowley in ſo great danger as Mr. Le- 
+ ſtock ſeems to inſinuate him to have been in, 
+ there is a proper ſignal to be made for that pur- 
« poſe by the commanding officer.” 

As Mr. Mathews hoiſted the white flag at the 
fore-top-maſt-head, and haled down the red flag, 
as well as the ſignal for the line of battle, a more 
applicable ſignal could not have been made for 
that purpoſe. I am ſure there is not one in 
the fighting inſtructions, and as to other ſignals, 
the fleet had none of his appointment. But what- 
ever he might mean, as his ways and aſſertions 
are incomprehenſible, yet it was Mr. Leſtock's 
duty to obey the ſignal he made, without regard- 
ing the ſituation of the Rear-admiral, or being 
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anſwerable for the rectitude and conſequences of 
this ſignal 3 and there could be no great imper- 
tinence or preſumption, in obſerving what many 
others did, that Mr. Mathews, from all circum- 
ſtances, made this ſignal for the Rear-admiral's 
ſhelter and deliverance. 

The ninth article of the fighting inſtructions 
ſays, VIZ. 


Ninth. | 
When the Admiral would have the van of vn of ths 
* the fleet to tack firſt, he will put abroad the fir. 
© Union flag at the flag-ſtaff on the fore-top-malt- 
* head, and fire a gun, if the red flag be not a- 


broad; but if the red flag be abroad, then the 


Union flag ſhall be ſpread from the cap of the 
© fore-top-maſt downwards; and every flag-ſhip 
in the fleet is to do the ſame.” 

By which it may be obſerved, that our fore- 
fathers provided againſt haling down the ſignal 
for battle, and drawing the flect off from it, when 
it might be neceſſary to continue the engagement, 
and for the van of the fleet to tack firſt; in that 
caſe the Union flag 1s to be ſpread under the red 
flag . Agreeable then to this practice and rea- 
ſoning, if Mr. Mathews did not mean the white 
flag as a general ſignal for the whole fleet to give 
over chace, he would have certainly ſpread it un- 
der the red flag, without haling down the ſignal 
for the line of battle. And, above all, if he did 
not mean that Mr. Leſtock in particular, with his 
diviſion, ſhould have obeyed it, he would have 
given him authority, by directing otherwiſe. 


And in the 16th article of theſe inſtructions the ſame 
caution is alſo preſerved, in directing a yellow flag to be 
ſpread under the red, if it happens to be abroad when this 


lipnal is to be made. 
E 2 However 
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However his wiſdom and policy may conſiſt in 
ſaying one thing and meaning another, there was 
nothing left for Mr. Leſtock, but regarding his 
utterance ; eſpecially as the ſternmoſt ſhip of the 
enemy had gone before very faſt ahead of him; 
the difference having been ſo great between their 
ſailing, as I have already mentioned, that it was 
impoſſible for Mr. Leſtock to have come up 
with her.— | 
The diſpoſition of both fleets at this time, will 
ſerve to corroborate what has been ſaid in vindi- 
cation of Mr. Leſtock, as the certainty and faith- 
fulneſs of it will more and more appear, in the 
examination of every witneſs, whether ſummoned 
by Mr. Mathews or Mr. Leſtock. 

Mr. Mathews, by bearing away to attack the 
Real, when Mr. Leſtock was a great way a ſtern 
of him, occaſioned all the ſhips, from the Prin- 
ceſs Caroline, in the line of battle, to the Dun- 
kirk and Cambridge in the Vice-admiral's divi- 
ſion, to fire at the Spaniards. To mention theſe 
ſhips as they fired, I will begin with the headmoſt 
ſhip, viz. Salisbury, Guernſey, Kingſton, Ber- 
wick, Bedford, Dragon, Somerſet, Princeſſa, Nor- 
folk, Namur, Marlborough, Dorſetſhire, Eſſex, 
Rupert, and Royal-Oak. The headmoſt ſhip of 


the enemy, that was fired at by theſe ſhips, was | 


the Poder, for any time, the eight ſhip from the 
ſternmoſt in the enemy's rear (being the Spaniſh 
ſquadron.) 

As the four ſternmoſt ſhips of the enemy 
are laid to Mr. Leſtock's charge by Mr, Mathews, 
which four did not get a-head, before the ſignal 
to give over chace was made, and the fireſhip 
blew up ; Hence it appears, there could be only 
five of the enemy to cope with the above-men- 
tioned fifteen of our ſhips, from half an hour palt 
one to five, no leſs than three hours 715 
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a half; out of which five it will be allowed, that 
the Real's ſecond did not ſtand it long, and that 
the Poder being diſmaſted, ſtruck. Neither can 
it be denied, that the ſituation of theſe fifteen 


ſhips againſt fo few, were ſuch, that from the be- 
ginning to the end of the action they might have 
been ordered and directed to attack the Spaniſh 
ſquadron, in what manner Mr. Mathews thought 
proper, or ſhifted and diſpoſed of according to 
the condition of the enemy; the occurrences that 
happened, proceeding from the different circum- 
ſtances and diſpoſition of both fleets, more parti- 
cularly when the Marlborough was ſo hard preſs'd 
upon; Which ſhip, with ſubmiſſion to Mr. Ma- 
thews, was left to fee] the conteſt of the day, and 
was torn to pieces indeed | 

In the van Rear-admiral Rowley had only ſeven 
ſhips of the line, viz. the Sterling-caſtle, War- 
wick, Naſſau, Chicheſter, Boyne, Barfleur, and 
Caroline, againſt all the French ſquadron, ſixteen 
ſhips, and alſo the three headmoſt ſhips of the 
Spaniſh ſquadron, in all nineteen ſhips. Un- 
doubtedly then our center attacking the enemy's 
rear in the manner they did, while the van (only 
ſeven ſail, not all the ſhips of Mr Rowley's diviſion) 
was left expoſed to nineteen ſhips, and our rear was 
a great way off, was like aiming at a victory in one 
place, while there was a certainty of a defeat in an- 
other. However thus weak the Rear-admiral was 
to cope with more than two thirds of the combined 
fleet, (and he thought himſelf obliged to comply 
with the ſignals abroad for the line of battle, and 
engaging the enemy, as there was no ſignal of 
direction to the contrary, as might have been 
expected upon this occaſion, conſidering his weak- 
neſs) there were only three French ſhips engaged, 
all the reſt being intent upon gaining the weather- 
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not admit of diſobedience, as altogether op 

ſite to diſcipline, and the baſis of the milita 
trade yet happy it was that the Captains of theſe 
three ſhips ſaw into conſequences, and thought 

otherwiſe in this point; who, it ſeems, contra 
to the Rear-admiral's conduct, thought themſclyes 
more anſwerable for the rectitude of ſuch orders, 
than the execution of them) which diſobedience, 
with the little wind and ſwell, is ſaid to prevent 
the French from tacking ſo ſoon as they would 
have done; but when they did, our ſhips were 
forced to wear, and tack, juſt as the wind and 
ſwell would let them; The Rear-admiral mak- 
ing the ſignal for the ſhips in his diviſion to 
bear down into his wake, and running with all 
the precipitation he could from the enemy, on 
the contrary tack to the line of battle. 
In this ſituation the French had it in their 
power, by their great ſuperiority, to deſtroy our 
van; but though they ranged within piſtol ſhot 
of four or five of them, where they could have 
raked them fore and aft, yet they did not fire one 
ſhor. To ſubdue our van, while their rear 
was vanquiſhed, was no incitement to them; 
the redemption of their rear in the deſperate con- 
dition they ſeemed to be in, was the important 
point in view, (and any interruption to that, let 
the bait be ever ſo alluring, was, it ſeems, not re- 
garded, or put in competition with it.) —— 
Such was the true ſtate and condition of both 


fleets, for the truth of which, if any man is adven- 


turous enough to deny it, I appeal to all the 
2 eye 


gage, and that our three foremoſt ſhips, with the 
Chatham in the van, kept to windward, and did 
not engage, according to the example of their 
chief, the ſignals for engaging, and the line of 
battle ; (though theſe may be orders that will 
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witneſſes that were there, and are now here, 
in this confuſion, where there ſeemed to be nei- 
ther diſcipline nor command, when the fire-ſhip 
had miſcarried, and the van were making all the 
haſt they could to join our center, with the French 
coming hard after them in great order, Mr. 
Mathews haled down the ſignal to engage the ene- 
my, and the ſignal for the line of battle, and 
hoiſted the white flag at the fore-top-maſt-head, 
the ſignal to give over chace. And then the 
Vice-admiral ſhortned fail. 

To follow Mr. Mathews through his repetition, 
it muſt be obſerved that he is pleaſed to draw 
this inference, that by all accounts, had not Mr. 
Leſtock clapt upon a wind, with his wholediviſion, 
which he never did (until it was his duty ſo to 
do) that in a quarter of an hour at leaſt, he 
might and muſt have engaged theſe four ſtern- 
moſt ſhips, by which means the Real eſcaped him; 
3 Mr. Mathews haled down the ſignal to en- 
gage the enemy, and the ſignal for the line of 
battle, and made the ſignal to give over chace, 
before the four ſternmoſt ſhips got up 1% tear 
him to pieces; Hence it will appear manifeſt 
that he had no farther thoughts of accompliſhing 
the Real's defeat by taking her, otherwiſe he 
would not have made the ſignal to give over 
chace.— : Beſides is, it is notorious that Mr. 
Mathews continued but a. very little time in 
battle; having left the Marlbrough in the glorious 
conteſt, notwithſtanding all the loud echo's of 
popular outcry, noiſe and falſhood to the con- ( 
trary — which have been unjuſtly levelled againſt 1 
Mr. Leſtock. ä | 

At half an hour paſt five Admiral Ma- | 
thews made the ſignal for the line of battle, 1 
when there was very little wind with a great {8 
well, ſo that with the loſs of a good deal of | 
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room, it was all that the ſhips would wear; the 
Admiral himſelf wore, and formed the line of 
battle on the other tack (viz. the ſtarboard ) 
leaving the Poder to be retook by the French 
ſquadron, with the Berwick's Lieutenant and 
twenty three of her men ; ſo precipitate was his 
flight from the French, that there was not time 
to ſave theſe people. The Dorſetſhire, Eſſex, 
Rupert and Royal Oak wore when the Admital 
did, which conſequently brought them nearer to 
theſe four ſternmoſt ſhips of the enemy in wear- 
ing as well as being on the contrary tack, and in 
paſſing by, they fired, as did the Admiral, Dor. 
ſetſhire, Eſſex, Rupert, Royal-Oak, Dunkirk 
and Cambridge upon this occaſion, which firing, 
the laſt of the action, (Mr. Mathews is pleaſed 
to ſay * hindered the Real from falling into his 
hands, and calls tearing him to pieces, al. 
though 1t is evident he had theſe fix ſhips a-head 
of him, and the other ſhips of the center a-itern 
of him. | 
Mr. Mathews in the latter part of this part of the 
charge ſays, with full aſſurance, that Mr.Leſtock's 
neglect of the ſervice was obvious and plain; to 
which I ſhall reply, that nothing is ſo eaſy as ge- 
neral charges and aſſertions; nothing fo true as 
the old maxim, Throw out calumnies with aſſu— 
rance, and ſome of them will find credit. But 
I am ſurprized that ſuch ſhould be inſerted in an 
accuſation and charge againſt Mr. Leſtock. 
As Mr. Leftock was from the beginning of the 
action rather to leeward with his diviſion, than to 
windward of the line of battle, therefore the Cap- 
tains in his diviſion, notwithſtanding the ſignal 
for engaging the enemy was out, did their duty 
in following him, and not going a-head of him, 
if they poſſibly could have done it; for which 
reaſon I cannot poſſibly apprehend Mr. Mathews's 
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meaning, when he is pleaſed to ſay, That to 
© have undeceived them, would have been doing, 
not only the duty of an officer, but likewiſe a 
friendly part to him.“ Though by all circum- 
ſtances it may be imagined that Mr. Leſtock owes 
him no friendſhip, ſince he always received from 
him inſtances and proofs of enmity and malice, 
yet as his Majeſty's ſervice was the important 
point in queſtion, not Mr. Mathews's, nor pri- 
vate piques and animoſities, he muſt have been 
criminal, if he did not execute all that could be 
required and expected of him, or left any thing 
undone for the glory and ſafety of the nation, and 
the deſtruction of the enemy, that he had power 
to do. | 

The fifth part of the charge, divided in the 
manner I have hitherto purſued, is the remainder 
of Mr. Mathews's replies, v1z. 


The remainder of Mr. Mathews's replies to Mr. 
Leſtock's anſwers to his queries. 


To conclude, I muſt take leave to tell you, Fifth part 
© that I am greatly concerned to find you judg'd t Mr: Ma- 


. thews's 
© it was neceflary for me to have dropt a boat a- charge a- 


* ſtern to order, not only thoſe ſhips of my divi-#R* M 


* ſion a-ſtern of me, but likewiſe thoſe of yours 
* (which are in the line of battle a-head of you) 
to do their duty. The ſituation I was in that 
* time, did not permit me to ſee that ſuch orders 
were neceſſary ; but why did you not do it, who 
was at leiſure, and tell me that ſuch orders were 
neceſſary ? yet acted contradictory to your 
judgment, by firſt ſhortening ſail, and ſoon af- 
* ter clapping upon a wind : it therefore appears 
to me, that you was willing to aſſiſt me with 
* your judgment in doing what was not in your 
power to do, viz. to go to the aſſiſtance of 
* Rear-admiral Rowley; yet you would not aſſiſt 
es * me 


OS. ME MAT. 


— — — 2 
— —„—„- 


* IIS Ic — 
& * 
2 
= 


— . 
: — 
2 


— — — 
— * — — — 
- - n — — 
1 — = — A S C — : « 
— — ww — = _—— 2 —— 
— a - — 2 by - — T — 
7 ö = — os — 2 
on - — - —_ 
— a C — — — = — * —  -. - 
" l % 
7 _ 4 - - — - = 
_ * 
i — — — 2s. - —_—_ ER 
— — — — 5 - — I — W = — * 
= — ＋ — — 
— — — 


x 2 
'% 


— -*.. 


n 
1 
by j s 
Ni 
FL wa 
. | 4 
(#4 
: . 
5 
1 0 
þ l 
* 
4 
49 
* 
* 


Fifth part 
of the an- 
ſwer , 


[ 34 ] 


© me when it was abſolutely in your power, viz, 
by ordering the ſhips in the rear of my diviſion 
to bear down upon the enemy, to prevent their 
« getting up to the aſſiſtance of the Real, and all 


of them attacking the Namur. 


f ⅛ͤ oY m TY 3 JS BE BR , 


This, Sir, is 
under your hand; but what is more extraordi- 
nary, you would not yourſelf do it, or order a- 
ny of your diviſion, to do what you are pleaſed 
to tell me I ought to have done; and I take 
leave to affirm, that it was abſolutely in your 
power to have prevented the enemies ſhips get- 
ting up to me, either by diſabling them, or 
obliging them to put afore it. In either of the 
two caſes the Real muſt have been burnt by the 
fireſhip (being when ſhe blew up within piſtol- 
ſhot of her, and, as I am credibly informed, 
muſt have ſunk by the ſhot ſhe received from 
thoſe ſhips of the enemy, had ſhe not blown up) 
or have fallen into my hands, as I was at that 
inſtant of time within muſket-ſhot of her. 
Namur, Mahon harbour, Signed 
March 4, 1743. Thomas Mathews. 


Fifth part of the anſwer. 

Mr. Mathews ſeems to be angry, and exprel- 
ſes great ſurprize, becauſe Mr. Leſtock took the 
liberty to conclude in his anſwers to his queries, 
that had. he been pleaſed to have dropt a boat 
with his directions to thoſe ſhips between him 
and Mr. Leſtock, to have attacked the four men- 
tioned ſhips of the enemy, they would have 
forced them a-ſtern for the rear coming up, and 
really we cannot think Mr. Leſtock has reaſon to 
repent what Mr. Matthews fo triumphantly tells 
him he has under his hand, for had he done ſo, 
before he himſelf began the engagement, it could not 


have failed of anſwering the purpoſe. It would have 


Veen at leaſt a great aggravationaf that man's . 
$3 3 x Who, 


who, 
to the 
enemy 
The 
miſtak: 
of ma 
when | 
and fa 
neceſſa 
experi 
had be 
to bat 
partici 


The nt 


© If 
© of th 
© ſelve 
© mira 
enen 

Per] 
and fa 
for it | 
was ke 
to be: 
attack 
was le 
to ſuc 
this 6 
time | 
wind, 
in the 
do her 
nique, 
cale 1 


{48-1 


who, after fuch a direction, neglected coming 
to the Marlbrough's aſſiſtance, and engaging the 
enemy in earneſt within gun-ſhot. 

The duty then could not have been poſſibly 
miſtaken, which ſatisfaction alone cheers the heart 
of man, and may be ſaid to ſtrengthen his hands, 
when he is perfectly ſure that he cannot miſtake 
and fall into error; and what made it the more 
neceſſary in this point was, the rawneſs and in- 
experience of ſome of our officers, who never 
had been exerciſed together, and were ſtrangers 
to battle, if not altogether of naval diſcipline, 
particularly that of the line of battle. 


The nineteenth article of the fightins inſtructious 
runs thus, VIZ. 


Nineteenth. 
* If the Admiral and his fleet have the wind ns beg. 
* of the enemy, and they have ſtretched them- nemy, when 
* ſelves in a line of battle, the van of the Ad- the bt or 
* miral's fleet is to ſteer with the van of the them. 
* enemies, and there to engage them.” | 
Perhaps this very article led them to ſtumble 
and falter, or kept them in a maze and conflict 
for it is certain that the ſignal for the line of battle 
was kept abroad, when that diſcipline appeared 
to be all forgone by the Admiral bearing away to 
attack the rear of the enemy, whereby our van 
was left expoſed, while our rear was out of reach 
to ſuccour and ſupport the Center—W hereas, if 
this ſignal had been haled down; at the ſame 
time Mr. Rowley had been directed to keep his 
wind, beyond all doubt, every ſhip (particularly 
in the rear) would have been left at liberty to 
do her utmoſt, while our van would have run no 
rilque, but been perfectly ſecured ; for in this 
cale I cannot think keeping the ſignal out ſerved 


F 2 any 
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any other purpoſe, than as a bugbar to intimidate 
our ſhips from going to leeward of the line of 
battle, if neceſſary, and running the hazard of 
puniſhment for breach of order and diſcipline. 

It is plain, notwithſtanding Mr. Mathews's af. 
ſertions to the contrary, that as he left the Marl. 
brough long before ſhe loſt her maſts, he was in 
a ſituation to diſtinguiſh what was doing a-ſtern 
of him; nay it it is ſo univerſally known, that 
he ſent boats on board of the Ann Galley fire- 
ſhip, the Dorſetſhire and Eſſex, that ſurely he 
will not offer to diſpute this truth. Therefore, 
as theſe ſhips kept far to windward with the | 
Rupert and Royal-Oak, as it cannot be denied 
that they were not far enough a-head from the 
beginning of the action, to attack the Spaniſh 
Admiral, or any of his ſhips a-ſtern of him, he 
had it abſolutely in his power to correct and re- 
form any abuſes from their ſcandalouſly trifling 


and throwing away their ſhot, or ordered them 


to a cloſe engagement with the enemy, He 
could ſee full well, and it was his buſineſs to look 
after the backward, timid, or ſlow; he had 
left the battle, and he was at leiſure ; he alone 
who held the power in his hands was in this par- 
ticular the ſole judge, the only perſon who could 
authorize and indemnify : Advantages loſt through 
his diffidence or raſhneſs, and that of others, do 
not concern Mr. Leſtock, who had learned under 
him in a more ſingular manner than ever, that 


paſſive obedience was his only and ultimate 


duty, and to ſubmit every other to him the Com- 
mander in chief, 


Beſides, he could not make the Neptune 


go faſter a-head; a boat from him at the 


diſtance he was from theſe ſhips, was ſtriving at 
what was out of his reach; for there is a wide 
difference between dropping a boat a-ſtern, and 
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ſending a boat a-head to ſhips at ſuch diſtances 
off, that were all under ſail. Neither could he 
take upon him to direct the Admiral's diviſion, 
that was much nearer the Commander in chief,than 
the Vice-admiral, who durſt not preſume, and 
had no latitude to go beyond orders. Farther, had 
it been neceſſary for the ſhips to have gone to 
leeward of the line with him, eſpecially as he 
had made a manuſcript addition to the firlt article 
of the fighting inſtructions; Mr. Leſtock that 
was bound to the order himſelf, as much as any 
Captain, could not authorize and empower others 
to break it. 

Moſt of this part of Mr. Mathews's charge 
againſt Mr. Leſtock has been already anſwered, 
and proved to be inconſiſtent. I cannot think to 
what purpoſe Mr. Mathews ſays, * That Mr. Le- 
* ſtock aſſiſted him with his judgment, in doing 
what was not in his power to do, viz. to go to 
the aſſiſtance of Rear-admiral Rowley, yet 
* would not aſſiſt him, when it was abſolutely 
in his power.” The ſhorteſt and moſt reaſo- 
nable reply, (though it is a repetition, which 
his frequent repetitions force) that can be made to 


this, is, that as Mr. Mathews judged proper to 


make the ſignal to give over chace, it was cer- 
tainly Mr. Leſtock's duty to obey, eſpecially when 
he could do no ſervice, nor poſſibly get within 
gun-ſhot of the ſternmoſt ſhip of the enemy. It 
is ſufficient without dwelling longer upon this 
ſubject, to enter into a diſpute, whether Mr. 
Leſtock really ſaw into the true deſign of Mr. 


Mathews's making this Ggnal, that it was made, 


and that he had learned to obey it, no matter 
whether Mr. Leftock had penetration and 
judgment enough to ſee into the deſign and ne- 
ceſſity of the order he executed. But when Mr. 
Mathews faw him repeat this ſignal, and do as he did, 


bis 


SS 


his commanding officer, if he did wrong, why 
did not Mr. Mathews give him authority to a& 


otherwiſe ? 


As to Mr. Leſtock's judgment, or opinion, he 
had a proof from him for two long years, that 
it was not worth a ſummons, and though he had 
the honour to bear his Majeſty's flag, yet he was 
always, even 1n the day of battle, kept ignorant of 
his deſigns, more than many private Captains 
Nevertheleſs he always aſſiſted him to the utmoſt 
of his power, as an inferior flag-officer, more he 
durſt not do, and leſs his duty reſtrained him 
from; but if Mr. Mathews deprived himſelf of 
his aſſiſtance by his great impatience and miſcon- 
duct in never ſuffering him to cloſe with him, 
nor did not give him more authority by proper 
ſignals, he is no ways anſwerable. 

Nothing is more unjuſt, than for Mr. Mathews 
to affirm that it was in Mr. Leſtock's power, to 
prevent the four ſhips of the enemies getting a- 
head, either by diſabling them, or obliging them 
to put a- fore the wind, unleſs he had, inſtead of 
making the ſignal to give over chace, made the 
lignal for him and his diviſion to give chace, be- 
tween two and three when they were not 

40 much a-head of him; and then though Mr. 

Leſtock could not have come up to diſable them, 
yet he might have certainly Yar two or three 
of the ſternmoſt a- fore it, and himſelf and divi- 
ſion been juſtified for breaking the line of battle, 
and the 21ſt article of the fighting inſtructions, 
that none of the ſhips in the fleet ſhall purſue any 
mall number of the enemies ſhips Sc. As by 
that means Mr, Leſtock would have been ſepa- 
rated from him, far to leeward, and not been in 
the way at eight at night, when he ſent 
the Lieutenant of the Ruſſel with orders to him 
, LO 
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o keep near the Ruſſel, on board of which ſhip 
he had ſhifted his flag. 
The conſequence of this raſhneſs without au- 
thority, as things afterwards fell out, would have 
brought the confederate fleet between him, and 
the rear of our fleet; and it would have been 
impoſſible for Mr. Leſtock to have ſuſtained ſo 
heavy a charge, againſt diſcipline and order, when 
it was Obvious and plain that his duty was to do 
his utmoſt to cloſe with the center, in obedience 
to the ſignal for the line, which the Admiral 
kept abroad. 
It will appear that the ſhot of theſe ſhips did 
not reach the fire-ſhip; the two ſternmoſt ſhips did 
not fire one ſhot at her, ſo that in fact they were 
no hinderance to the Real's being burnt, nor 
any to her falling into Mr. Mathews's hands, 
becauſe he had left the Real, and made the ſignal 
to give over chace before they came near enough 
to attack him, or reach the fire-ſhip ; and when 
they did fire upon him, it was when he had 
formed the line on the ſtarboard-tack, after leav- 
ing the Poder with the Berwick's Lieutenant and 
men on board of her, to be retaken by the French, 
by which means in wearing with ſo little wind, 
and ſo great a ſwell, and then being on the op- 
polite tack to one another, in courſe he neared 
theſe ſhips, and ſeveral broadſides were exchanged 
as they paſt one another, but ſoon after all firing 
ceaſed. And ſuppoſing the fire- ſhip's ill ſucceſs, 
(as it did not) proceeded from theſe ſhips firing 
at her, yet Mr. Leſtock is not at all anſwer- 
able, unleſs it could be proved againſt him 
that he ſhortened ſail before ſhe miſcarried, and 
the Admiral made the ſignal to give over 
chace. It appears that her cataſtrophe, with 
our van running to join our center on the 


contrary tack to the line of battle from the 
IS PRES | French, 
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French, who were hard after them, occaſioned, 

in all probability, this ſignal being made: there. 
fore as Mr. Leſtock was not within reach of the 

ſternmoſt ſhip, and all his endeavours for that 

purpoſe proved fruitleſs, the blame muſt light 

where it ſhould in juſtice, upon thoſe, who had 

It in their power, and neglected this ſervice. But 

to conclude, nothing is more evident than that 

the true cauſe of the fire-ſhip's miſcarriage pro- 
ceeded from not taking ſuch effeftual meaſures, 
as are agreeable to practice, and the conception 
of this duty in all it's conſequences, otherwiſe at- 
tempts of this kind are not feaſible, but dange- 
rous and deſperate, and defeated with leſs diff. 
culty than can be imagined. The Captain had 
no orders to prime his ſhip, conſequently was not 

ready at the time he was ordered down; for it 

will be readily allowed, that a fire-ſhip cannot 
well be primed in leſs than an hour and a half, 
and to be directed upon ſervice before he had au- 
thority to get ready for it, is enough to confound 
a man: hurry to diſpatch, fear of diſpleaſing, 

concern to feel what he never had felt in all his 
ſervice, reproofs and menaces, eagerneſs and pre- 
cipitation to execute, all help, upon ſuch an oc- 
caſion, to excite a guſt of paſſions, with which 
the conflict muſt be violent, and the ſucceſs un- 
certain, He r man, (inhumanly treated as 
his memory has been) was forced to go down, 
priming all the way thither, and it is evident he 
had not the leaſt aſſiſtance ; for ſo ſevere was his 
neceſſity, that he was obliged to ſend his boat 

away with his people, which did not return be- 
fore the unhappy blaſt. It will appear that he 
was neither covered nor conducted, hard mea- 
ſure ; on the contrary, had the Dorſetſhire, Eſ- 
ſex, Rupert, or Royal-Oak, been ſent down with 
him, being the ſhips the moſt ready at hand P 
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„ 
this ſervice, as indeed it was in vain to expect 
ſucceſs without, they could have run no manner 
of riſque; but in the condition the Real was in, 
raked her fore and aft, and protected the be hip 
until ſhe had been burnt, and executed her pur- 
poſe, as well as ſtopt the four ſternmoſt ſhips 
from getting a head, whereby the Admiral was ſo 
much torn to pieces, and loſt ſo many men. 

But as it was, ſhe ſeemed rather to be ſent 
down to be ſacrificed, elſe why were theſe ſhips 
ſuffered to keep to windward to look on, where 
danger and the neceſſity of their country's cauſe 
called them ? 

Although the Real's diſtreſs was ſuch that ſhe 
herſelf could not bring many guns to bear on her, 
yet ſhe kept an inceſſant volley of ſmall arms 
fring at her, and when ſhe came within pi— 
ſtol ſhot the Real brought fix or ſeven of her 
guns of the lower tier to bear, and aimed them 
ſo ſure, that every one of them took place, be- 
ſides two guns that were fired afterwards; ſo that 
at this rate ſhe muſt have ſunk before ſhe could 
have burnt the Real, had ſhe not been blown up, 
either by ſome unlucky accident, or deſpair — 
What is more, it is very well known, that a great 
launch full of men was ſent to take or hinder her 
from boarding the Real, which otherwiſe muſt 
have happened. | 

What ſucceſs then could be poſſibly expected 
from an attempt of this kind, when 1t is viſible 
it was not guarded with one neceſſary precaution ? 
in that imminent danger, where the Real kept 
pouring in ſmall ſhot, firing her great guns, and 
the launch almoſt on board of the fire-ſhip, where 
the Captain was unaided, uncovered, and unpro- 


tected, neceſſitated in his defence to fire blunder- 


buſſes to keep the launch off, and at laſt reduc- 
ed to the fatal neceſſity of venturing to fire the 
2 guns 


—_— * The charges againſt the late Vice-admiral Le- 

Mr. Ma- * ftock's conduct are contained in the queries, and 

cob my reply to thoſe queries I ſent their Lord- 

gainſt Mr, fhips; to which I have now only to add, that 
Ito eK. 
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guns in the waſte, by which means, with many 
matches unwarily placed, hatches unlaid, ſkut- 
tles open, funnels uncapt and running down un- 
prepared, and primed with a great deal of looſe 
powder, the fire- ſhip miſcarried, and in this man- 
ner do I account for her misfortune. After ſhe 
blew up the launch endeavoured to take the yay], 
with the fire-ſhip's people that were ſaved, but 
the barge returning then very opportunely, took 
her in tow, and delivered her from that danger. 

The ſixth and laſt part of this feaſible, uncon- 
nected, and ſuſtainable charge, is an additional 
article joined to the queries and replies, by Mr. 
Mathews ſince his arrival in England : thus ſeek- 
ing for matter like a ſinking man who would lay 
hold of any twig to ſave himſelf. This part of 
the charge is contained in an extract of a letter 
from him, dated the 17th of November, 1744, 
which with the queries and replies were ſent to Mr. 
Leſtock the 20th following, and as containing the 
whole charge was ſigned by Mr. Corbett. 

An extract of Admiral Mathews's Letter to 
Mr. Secretery Corbett, dated the 17th of No- 
vember, 1744, an additional article annexed to 
the queries and replies, viz. 
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he was guilty of a moſt ſcandalous breach o 
truſt, by ſending his own Captain (Captain Step- 
ney) to Captain Purvis, at that time under con- 
finement, 1n order to be tried at a court martial, 
on his own accuſation for miſbehaviour in the 
time of ſervice, as appears in the ſaid Vice: ad 
mira] Leſtock's reply, &c. with inſtructions to 


the ſaid Captain Purvis, how to conduct Bo 
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« ſelf at the court martial, and with aſſurances 
that he would do him no harm.” 

Undoubtedly with good reaſon Mr. Leſtock 
might have refuſed anſwering to this additional 
article, as what could not poſſibly with any de- 
gree of juſtice be reckoned part of the charge a- 
gainſt him; ſince it is without the tenour of the 
order of ſuſpenſion, and his Majeſty's pleaſure ſig- 
nified to the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 
ralty, to bring him to a trial for his conduct in 
the late action againſt the combined fleets of 
France and Spain, in the Mediterranean, He 
was ſuſpended for his ſuppos'd miſconduct in the 
action, and the King's order to try him was for 
that only, and nothing that happened afterwards. 
However Mr. Leſtock ſubmitted to 1t, arming 
himſelf with his own innocence, and thereby pre- 
venting the detraction and calumny of his adver- 
ſaries, who upon this occaſion would have made 
the moſt cruel and uncharitable conſtructions : ſo 
ſevere it is to lye under the laſh of popular cla- 
mour and tumult, whether juſtly or unjuſtly. 

The falſhood and malignity of this aſperſion 
will be proved by Captain Stepney himſelf, who 
will declare he never had any ſuch authority or 
inſtructions from him; and notwithſtanding this 
article is called a ſcandalous breach of trult, it 
will appear by the candid confeſſion of the perſon 
who owns himſelf to be ſo far guilty as to ſend to 
Captain Purvis (though not by Captain Stepney, 
but by another, who is allo ready to declare he 
carried the meſſage, and delivered it) to plead in 
his detence a manulcript addition to the firſt arti- 
cle of the fighting inſtructions, made and ſigned 
by the Commander in chief, conſequently in full 
force, though perhaps roo unguardedly added, as 
it helped no douht to acquit Captain Purvis: both 
berſons will be Produced, the perſon who ſent to 

| (3 2 Captain 
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Captain Purvis upon this occaſion, and the other 
who delivered the meſſage. ——But indeed, ſo far 
from eſteeming this a breach of integrity, or an 
act of injuſtice, I cannot help thinking that hy- 
manity and common honeſty teach us this can- 
dour and charity to our fellow-creatures in ſuch 
circumſtances, and what would have become the 
Judges of the court martial, even the Preſident 
himſelf (if he was not ignorant of his own order) 
to mention it, had it's notice eſcaped the priſon- 
er's obſervation Otherwiſe by the ſame parity of 
reaſon it may be deemed juſtice to condemn a 
dumb man, whoſe innocence is known to his 
Judge, becauſe he cannot ſpeak to claim the 
Judge's teſtimony ; and it is thus made a ſcanda- 
lous breach of truſt for the Judge to ſpeak the 
truth in his behalf : ſuch courts would be courts 
of tyranny, not of juſtice : from ſuch principles 
of juſtice, and ſo open a violation of the rights 
and privileges of mankind, heaven preſerve every 
judge, and baniſh all ſuch acts of tyranny and in- 
humanity. 


I will recapitulate the ſix different parts of this 
charge and the anſwer thereto. 

The firit part of the charge is that of bring- 
ing to hve miles to windward of Mr. Mathews.* | 
Nothing can be more abſurd than for Mr. Mathews | 
to aſk Mr, Leſtock whether he could ſee a day- 
ſignal, when he himſelf found it to be ſo dark as to 
make a night-ſignal to bring to, and ſuppoſes Mr, 
Leftock to be five miles to windward of him. — 

The impoſſibility of his being ſo great a dil- 
tance, appears from the ſmall airs of wind and 
great ſwell in that afternoon's ſail, being only 
three hours from being becalmed, and laying 
to. —— And admitting him to be really that 
diſtance from Mr. Mathews when he brought 


to, as he has not queſtioned Mr, Leſtock's con- 


ducy 
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duct before that time, in this he frankly acknow- 


ledges himſelf raſh and inconſiderate enough to 
leave behind him ſo great a part of his ſtrength, 
as Mr. Leſtock's diviſion to go down ſo near the 
enemy in diſorder, contrary to the ſignal for the 
line of battle, at the ſame time that it cannot 
be denied that the enemy were perfectly well 
formed. | 
As Mr. Leſtock ſaw him make the night-ſignal 
for bringing to, and repeated it, he cannot ſay, 
he could not ſee Mr. Leſtock; why then in 
an affair of this importance where ſo much de- 
pended, would Mr. Mathews ſuffer him to do 
wrong in dividing himſelf from the center ? The 
qualification of an officer to diſpoſe of the Fleet in 
a proper order of battle is a ſtrong circumſtance 
againſt this charge, and a recrimination upon 
his own conduct, brought by himſelt. —— 
Had there been a night-ſignal appointed for the 
line of battle, and kept abroad, it would have 
been a certain guide in the dark, and a ſure direc- 
tion for this order and diſcipline, in caſe of a ſhift 
of wind, current, or indraught. On the contrary 
the very tenour of the night-ſignal he made, is 
a ſufficient inſtruction for Mr. Leſtock's bringing 
to, even had he been a greater diſtance from him 
than he alledges, as the windwardmoſt ſhips, by 
the words of that article, are directed to bring to 
firſt, But ſo far from bringing to at that diſtance, 
he brought to in the line of battle with Mr. Ma- 
thews, within three miles of the enemy, ſo near 
that they edged from him, and that he could not 
go nearer, without breaking the line and engaging 
the enemy. 
At day break Mr. Leſtock ſeeing his diſtance, 
he made fail before the Admiral made the ſignal, 
and was near being abreaſt of him by that time 
he made fail, . tho' their diviſions were nat cloſed 
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together. The real cauſe of the difference 
in his diſtance between night and morning, 1 
account for in the ſhift of wind, and the eddy 
or the indraught of the iſlands, while Mr. Ma. 
thews was in the offing in the power of the cur- 
rent. 

The Admiral's making the ſignal in the morn- 
ing for he that commands in the 3d poſt to make 
more fail, before he did for he that commands 
in the 2d, with what Lieutenant Knowler ſaid to 
Mr. Leſtock, are an inconteſtible proof that he 
was nearer to him than the Rear-admiral. And 
inſtead of laying by for Mr. Leſtock, agreeable to 
the meſſage which Lieutenant Jaſper brought 
him, he made more fail, by which he neared the 
Rear-admiral, and occaſioned through his impa- 
tience and unfixt reſolution, the great diſtance he 
charges Mr. Leſtock withal. 

It 1s notorious that the center made too much 
fail to let either of the wings form into a line of 
battle, according to the ſignal ; and as the Rear- 
admiral's diſtance was greater than the Vice- 
admiral's from him, I may with great juſtice 
obſerve that Mr. Mathews was blind and partial 
to his faults, while he proved to be a ſevere and 
malicious cenſurer of Mr. Leſtock's actions, how- 
ever regular. 


The recapitulation of the ſecond part of the Charge 
| and Anſwer. . 

The ſecond part of the charge, is for not re- 
« peating the ſignal to engage the enemy, &c.” 

There is nothing charged againſt Mr. Leſtock, 
between bringing to at half paſt ſix at night, and 
half paſt ten next morning, when he confeſſes he 
not only ſaw the Admiral make the ſignal to en- 
gage, but he forbid his firſt Lieutenant repeating 
it: This leſſon the article itſelf taught him, w_ 
the 
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the general battles that he had been in. It 
has been urged, that the Rear-admiral repeated 
this ſignal, and the Captains of his diviſion ex- 
pected it of him; as if an error in an inferior flag- 
officer's judgment was to have weighed with him 
contrary to diſcipline and ſervice, or he was an- 
ſwerable for the folly and ignorance of any Cap- 
tain, — 

Strange effects! in the van, where this ſignal 
was repeated, the Captains did not regard it, nor 
would not obey it ; becauſe they thought them- 
ſelves wifer than Mr. Mathews and the Rear-ad- 
mira — and in the rear it has been pretended, 
that Mr. Leſtock's repeating it, would have au- 
thoriſed the Captains to have broke the article it- 
ſelf, the line of battle, with the 21ſt and 24th 
articles of the fighting inſtructions. This was 
Mr. Mathews's reaſoning and diſcipline in the 


Mediterranean, while Mr. Leſtock was under his 


command : thank heaven his cauſe was ſo lame, 
that he had no better to plead againſt him, and 
that it now ſtands the teſt of better Judges. 

It is manifeſt that Mr. Mathews had ſeen and 
read this article, by the addition he made to it; 
and if he thought ſo much depended on the repe- 
tition of this ſignal, as the pen was in his hand, 
he ſhould have gone on, and given Mr. Leſtock 
authority, as in the other articles, where repeat- 
ing is thought neceſſary and ordered. But 
alas! this charge, weak and trifling as it is, was 
urged againſt him for want of real matter ; and 
this is the more certain, as Mr. Mathews did not, 
after he ſent Mr. Leſtock home, order this ſignal 
to be repeated. 

This is the firſt time that ever a ſignal was made 
to engage an enemy, before the fleet was ready 
for it; every officer of experience and judgment 


have acted contrary to this new precedent, which 
| ſerves 


148 ] 


ſerves to ſhew our impatience, in not giving time 
for the fleet to form, while the enemy kept in the 


greateſt order and diſcipline. 


The recapitulation of the third part of the Charge 
| and Anſwer. 

The third part of the charge is, for not en- 
* deavouring to cut off the four ſternmoſt ſhips 
of the enemy, and for not making the ſignal 
for any of his diviſion to perform that ſervice, 
ec. &c. 
- Lieutenant Jaſper came on board, and told Mr, 
Leftock the Admiral would lay by for him, until he 
came up to cloſe with him; but inſtead of that the 
Admiral made more ſail from him. Lieutenant 
Knowler ſoon followed him, and told Mr. Leſtock 
the Admiral would have him make more fail; 
upon which Mr. Leſtock bid him look aloft, and 


ſee whether it was in his power, every thing being 


abroad: and upon his ſaying, that his aim was at 
the Real, he ſaid that the Admiral had told him fo. 

And as a clear circumſtance that Mr. Leſtock 
thought no otherwiſe than to engage according to 
the line of battle, having only four ſhips of the 
line in his diviſion a-ſtern of him, and the Real 
fix, in order to make himſelf more upon an equa- 
lity, he ſtationed the three fifty-gun ſhips of his 
diviſion, to aſſiſt his ſternmoſt ſhips. And at 
this very time, a Lieutenant of one of theſe ſhips 
obſerved, that as the Real went very faſt a-head of 
wy Leſtock, he would not be able to get up with 

er. 

The fleet bore down with the ſignal flying for 
battle in great diſorder, whereby it ſoon became 
impracticable for us to keep the wind of the enc- 
my, conſidering the foulneſs of our ſhips, and 
have room to form in good order before action; 
unleſs we had immediately haled our wind 8 
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that purpoſe, which would have brought the Real 
upon Mr. Leftock's beam.— From all circumſtan- 
ces it appears, that the-enemy's deſign was either to 
draw us on to fight at a diſadvantage, upon un- 
equa] terms, or that of gaining the wind of us, 
to have uſed their fire-ſhips more effectually upon 
us, than we did ours upon them. If Mr. 
Leſtock miſbehaved the night before in bringing 
to, though I have made it appear otherwiſe, Mr. 
Mathews's own conduct made the diſtance be- 
tween them ſtill greater and more dangerous. Is 
Mr. Leſtock then to anſwer for his raſhneſs ? 
Could his former ſuppoſed neglect at night, im- 
power him in the morning to act fo inconſiderate: 
ly, ſo oppoſite to policy and the rules of war, the 
nation's ſafety and glory? | 

Mr. Mathews will not take upon him to fay be- 
fore the action began, that Mr. Leſtock had pow- 
er to order the clean ſhips in his diviſion to go a- 
head of him, where there were already more ſhips 
poſted in the line than ſufficient to deſtroy the 
whole Spaniſh ſquadron ; and afterwards had he 
done what he could not have anſwered, it was 
impracticable, for there was ſo little wind and fo 
great a ſwell, that the whole diſtance by the log 
in the afternoon's ſail was only four miles. And 
ſuppoſing each ſhip when the action began was 
half a mile from each other, as there were five 
thips a- ſtern of him with the Torbay, the di- 


ſtance of the ſternmoſt ſnip from him muſt be 


two miles and a half: is it poſſible then to think 
that the Revenge could have gained two and a 
half, the Elizabeth two, and the Buckingham one 
mile and a half in the diſtance of four miles run; 
and their diſtances gained would have made them 
only a- breaſt of Mr. Leſtock, where he could not 
reach the ſternmoſt ſhip of the enemy. 


11 1 
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And as a farther proof, the Ruſſel, a good 
ſailing ſhip, not above eight months from being 
cleaned, with all her fail ſet, could not get up 
with the 2 before the ſignal was made to 
give over Chace ; her ſtudding fails were kept 
abroad even after the Torbay dropt a-ſtern of her 
out of her ſtation, when it was Mr. Leſtock's 
* to hale them down : their continual ſhifting 
in ſo little wind made them of little ſervice, and 
their flapping to and fro endangered the maſts in 
ſo pitching a ſhip as the Neptune was; beſides, 
theſe are troubleſome fails to engage with; the 
old practice having been to furl the main fail to 
prevent firing the ſhip. | 
If any of the ſhips in Mr. Leſtock's diviſion, 
contrary to his obſervation and his officers, 
ſhortened ſail at times to keep in the order cf 
battle, according to the ſignal abroad, he had 
no authority to alter the Admiral's diſpoſition, 
unleſs in room of ſhips diſabled. The 24th ar- 
ticle of the fighting inſtructons injoins every ſhip 
to keep her ſtation, and that, nor no other em- 
powered him, to direct any breach of it upon any 
pretence whatever. 
And had he done this unthinkingly without or- 
ders, it could have anſwered no other purpoſe 
than to ſeparate his diviſion to leeward from the 
fleet, when Mr. Mathews would have certainly 
brought him to anſwer with great juſtice and pro- 
priety for chacing with his diviſion without a 
lignal agreeable to the 27th article of the fight- 
ing inſtructions, which was abſolutely neceſſary 
to have juſtified him for breaking the line, not 
endeavouring to engage according to the order 
the Admiral had preſcribed, purſuing a ſmall 
number of the enemies ſhips, before the main 
body was diſabled, or run, and leaving his ſtation 
upon any pretences, which injunctions — 
| i 
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his obedience, as the ft, 13th, 21ſt and 24th 
articles of the fighting inſtructions ſufficiently 
bear witneſs. 

It cannot be doubted, that if the ſhips a-ſtern 
of the Marlborough in the line of battle had bore 
down according to their duty, being ſix ſhips, 
they would have effectually forced the four ſtern- 
moſt ſhips a- ſtern for the Vice-admiral's coming 
up: on the contrary, they were ſuffered to throw 
away their ſhot out of reach, while the Marlbo- 
rough bore all the brunt of the battle. 

The Dunkirk's fignal was made, and a ſhot 
fired to windward of her and the Cambridge, as 
a check and direction for both Captains: and as 
to Mr. Leſtock's ſending his Lieutenants to com- 
mand their ſhips, the ſhortneſs of the time be- 
tween the ſhot's being fired, and the ſignal to 
give over chace, (had there been a greater neceſ- 
ſity) would not admit of ſuch a proceeding 
Neither had he any authority to force theſe two 
ſhips down to leeward, between the Admiral's 
diviſion and the enemy, conſidering the manu- 
ſcript addition made by Mr. Mathews to the firſt 


| article of the fighting inſtructions. 


When Mr. Leſtock fired at the ſternmoſt ſhip, 
few of his ſhot reached, though he was nearer 
than ever he had been, which ſhip was before his 
beam, with her top-gallant fails lowered, mizen- 
top-ſail a-back, only under her main and fore- 
top-ſails, and yet ſhe ſtole very faſt a-head of him, 
though there was very little wind, and ſo great a 
ſouthern ſwell, that it was all that he had ſteerage 
way, and that he could keep his ports open to 
fire his lower tier of guns. And that after re- 
turning the fire ſhe hoiſted her top-gallant ſails, 
filled her mizen-top-ſail, let fall her fore-ſail, and 
bore away from Mr. Leſtock, though he kept 
edging down after her, till he found he ſhould 

| = only 


[ 52 } 
only be able” to fetch into her wake. If ſhe went 
a-head of him only under her top-ſails, mizen- 
top ſail a-back, and top-gallant fails lowered, it 
muſt be allowed that ſhe went much faſter when 
ſhe made more fail. | | 


The recapilulation of the fourth part of the Charge 


and Anſwer. 


The fourth part of Mr. Leſtock's charge, is 
for ſhortening ſail, and clapping upon a wind, 

He never broke the line of battle, nor quitted 
the enemy, nor ſhortened ſail, nor clapped upon a 
wind, until Mr. Mathews did ſo himſelf, after 
making the ſignal to give over chace, and haling 
down the ſignals for engaging, and the line of 
battle And this proof is ſupported by num- 
berleſs circumſtances, 

As Mr. Mathews does not ſay he did not make 
the ſignal to give over chace in his reply to Mr. 
Leſtock's anſwers to his queries, where he had 
aſſerted he had made this ſignal : this ſilence upon 
a ſubject ſo homely preſſed upon him, is a ſtrong 
circumſtance for Mr. Leſtock. It is a tacit con- 
feſſion, elſe ſurely, he would not only have de- 


nied his aſſertion, but done it with ſome warmth 


and carneſtneſs upon ſo particular an occaſion. 
This ſignal was the only applicable one in the 


book of inſtructions for the protection of the Rear- | 


admiral, and collecting the fleet out of the contu- 


ſion they were in, into a proper diſpoſitzon of bat- | 


tle, in defence of any attack from the French, 
who were now almoſt at hand, and bearing down 
to deliver the Spaniſh Admiral. And it Mr. 
Mathews had not intended this ſignal as a general 
one, he would have ſpread the white flag under 
the red, agreeable to practice, and the fighting 


inſtructions, and not haled it down with the ſignal 
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- WH for the line of battle. ——Beſides, by. continuing 
the chace, Mr. Leſtock could not have reached 
the ſternmoſt ſhip, Every conſideration en- 
forced his obedience, the fireſhip's miſcarriage, the 
Rear-admiral's danger, who was making ſignals 
for his diviſion to bear down into his wake, and 
coming on the contrary tack to the line of bat- 
tle, with the French cloſe after him. What was 
lefr for Mr. Leſtock to do but to obey, what 
would he have deſerved had he acted contrary to 
the ſignal? 

The ſternmoſt ſhips did not get up, nor had not 
fired at the Namur, before the ſignal was made to 
leave off chace, when Mr. Leſtock had not ſhort- 
ened fail, conſequently to ſay that theſe ſhips hin- 
dered the Real's falling into Mr. Mathews's hands 
is falſe and unjuſt. On the contrary it is certain his 
flight was ſo precipitate for fear of the French, 
that he with his diviſion formed the line of battle 
on the other tack (ſtarboard) leaving the Poder 
and the Berwick's Lieutenant and men to be tak- 
en by the French, and wearing in ſo little wind, 
brought him near theſe four ſternmoſt ſhips of the 
enemy, where he had ſix ſhips a-head of him, and 
the reſt of his diviſion a-ſtern, with the Rear-ad- 
miral and his diviſion ; and as it cannot be alledg- 
ed that more ſhips of the enemy fired than theſe 
four ſhips, they only exchanged ſome broadſides, 
as 857 paſſed one another, being on the contrary 
tac K. 
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The recapitulaiion of the fifth part of the Charge 
and Anſwer. 


The fifth part of the charge. The ſituation 
© I was in did not permit me to fee it was neceſſa- 
* ry for me to have dropt a boat a-ſtern to order 
* the ſhips between you and me to do their oury: 

3 e 
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put why did not you do it, who was at leiſure, 
- and tell me that ſuch orders were neceſſary ? &c. 
Yee?! 
Had a boat been dropt with ſuch orders, the 
ſhips a- ſtern of the Marlborough muſt have cer- 
tainly followed her, and engaged the enemy in 
earneſt within gun-ſhot. On the contrary, ſhe 
was left alone to fight it out herſelf. Here was 
the fault, here lay the neglect; for if the Admi- 
ral had not thought himſelf powerful enough with 
ſo great a ſuperiority, he would have had the pru- 
dence and patience to have forborn engaging, un- 
til Mr. Leſtock had come up, and been ready at 
hand to ſuccour and ſupport him. And had orders 
been ſent in this expreſs manner, who durſt have 
diſobeyed them? Whereas the 19th article of 
the fighting inſtructions perhaps led theſe ſhips to 
ſtumble and falter, and the ſignal for the line of 
battle being kept abroad (when that diſcipline 
was forgone, by the Admiral bearing away to at. 
tack the enemy's rear, whereby our van was left 
expoſed to 19 ſhips of the enemy, while our rear 
was left a great way a-ſtern out of reach) did not 
leave every ſhip at liberty to do her utmoſt, but 


kept them in a perfect maze and conflict, and in- 


timidated them from going to lee ward of the line, 
if neceſſary, and running the hazard of puniſh- 
ment for breach of order and diſcipline. - 

As Mr. Mathews ſoon left the Marlborough in 
the glorious conteſt, he was in a ſituation of ſee- 
ing what paſs'd a-ſtern of him. He was the 
only perſon that could authoriſe and indemnity ; 
he was at leiſure as much as any man; it was his 
duty, it was his buſineſs to look out, as he could 
rhe moſt effectually reform the ſcandalous trifling, 
and tame looking on of the ſhips of his diviſion, 
in whoſe power it was to have gone down upon 
the enemy: and he cannot deny that xe 
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boats on board of the Dorſetſhire, Eſſex, and Ann 
Galley fireſhip : his diviſion was near him ; Mr. 
Leſtock was bound himſelf, and had no authority 
over theſe ſhips. Beſides, there is a wide difference 
between dropping a boat a-ſtern, and ſending, one 
a-head to ſhips at ſuch diſtances off, as they were 
from him. FRED 

When Mr. Mathews ſaw him repeat the ſignal 
to give over chace, had he done wrong, he would 
have immediately corrected the miſtake, and given 
Mr. Leſtock authority to have acted otherwiſe. 
— His judgment was held in great diſeſteem by 
Mr. Mathews; private Captains had the prefe- 
rence, and by his impatience and miſconduct, it 
is notorious he deprived himſelf of Mr. Leſtock's 
aſſiſtance, and did not give him power to act 
any otherwiſe than he did. ” 

Had Mr. Mathews made the ſignal for his di- 
viſion to give chace between two and three, when 
the ſternmoſt ſhips of the enemy were not ſo much 
a-head of him, he might have forced two or three 
of them afore the wind; but then as things af- 
terwards fell out, the confederate fleet would have 
been between him and Mr. Leſtock, and the lat- 
ter would not have been in the way to have re- 
ceived his orders to keep cloſe to him all night. 

The ſhot of the ſhips that fired at the fireſhip, 
did not reach her; however if they did, Mr. 
Leſtock is not accountable, as he did not ſhorten 
ſail before the fignal was made to leave off chace, 
which was not done before her miſcarriage 
Neither did their ſhips get up to fire at the Ad- 
miral, till he had formed the line on the other 
tack, and was paſſing by them, leaving the Po- 
der &c. as before mentioned. 

The true cauſe of the fire-ſhip's miſcarriage, 


| proceeded from her not being ordered to prime 


in time, to be ready for ſervice, and afterwards 
not 
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not being covered by the Dorſetſhire, Eſſex, Ru- 
pert, and Royal-Oak, ſhips ready at hand for this 
important ſervice—And had they been ordered 
down, the Real would have been not only burnt, 
but the ſhips a-ſtern of her would have been hin- 
dered from getting a-head to tear Mr. Mather; 
to pieces. | | 

he great guns and the inceſſant volley of 
ſmall-arms that were fired at the fire-ſhip by the 
Real; the great launch full of men that was ſent 
to hinder her from boarding ; the Captain's di- 
ſtreſs, unaſſiſted, and uncovered, nay even without 
his boat; the fatal neceſſity he was under of firing 
of blunderbuſſes, and his waſte guns to keep the 
launch off, prove that there was not one neceſ- 
fary precaution taken to ſecure the ſucceſs of this 
attempt; every thing being left to the fire-ſhip 
alone: Strange conduct! ſtrange infatuation ' 
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Vice-Admiral Leſtock's 
RECAPITULATION, 
As ſpoke by him 


At the Bar of the Honble Houſe of Commons, 
on Tueſday the gth of April, 1745. 


THINK it a Duty incumbent 
upon me to thank this Honour- 
able Committee for their great 
0 Candour and Patience thoughout 
this Enquiry; and alſo for the 
particular Indulgence in allowing 
me a Chair at the Bar. I ſhall always retain the 
moſt grateful Senſe of the Favours and Honour I 


have received, ſuch as will never be effaced out of 
my Memory. 
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1 flatter myſelf T appear in -a more favourable 
Light to this Honourable Committee than when firſt 


this Enquiry was opened; but it has been my great 


Misfortune that my Evidences were not arrived, 
to remove every Doubt or Suſpicion of my Con- 
duct that may be yet remaining, tho” I applied for 
their being ſent for Home ſo ſoon as I had pro- 
cured his Majeſty's Order for bringing me to a 
Trial, which was the 2oth of laſt Auguſt, now 
almoſt eight Months ago. Thofe that have been 
examined are only ſuch as Chance have ſent in 
my Way : It is therefore a great Concern to me that 
all my Witneſſes were not here to juſtify every Part of 

my Conduct, and render my Innocence more conſpi- 
cuous, as my Reputation as an Officer, my All is 


at Stake, in the Applauſe or Cenſure of this Ho- 


nourable Houſe. 


It is with humble Submiſſion that I mention, 
notwithſtanding the great Indulgence I have receiv- 
ed from the Honourable Committee, that 1 have 
laboured under greater Diſadvantages, in the Courſe 
of this Examination, than the Gentleman whoſe 
Authority laid the preſent Suſpenſion on me. Had 
I been permitted to have croſs-examined the Wit- 
neſſes, I flatter myſelf that from their Evidence 1 
ſhould have gathered ſufficient Matter to invalidate 
their Teſtimony, and what would have made 
greatly for me. 


] beg 


4-3-7 


T beg the Indulgence of the Honourable Comit- 
tee to mention ſome Particulars, 


Capt. Marſh, of the Winchelſea, gave it as his 
Opinion, that had I ſteer'd half a Point or a Point 
more to Leeward (as he ſaid I kept the Admiral 
always upon my Lee-Bow,) I ſhould have got up 
to engage the ſternmoſt Ships. I appeal to every 
Seaman in this Honourable Committee, whether it 
is poſſible for a Man four or five Miles a-head, and 
wide of a Ship, to judge ſhe ſteers within a 
Point, or half a Point of the Compaſs. I humbly 
apprehend as this was Capt. Marſb's Situation with 
regard to me, it was impoſſible for him to have 
diſtinguiſh'd ſo nicely ; and if it was ſcrupled at 
my ſecing the Poder diſmaſted, as Capt. Marſh was 
very little ſhort of that Diſtance from me, it may 
be wondered at his ſeeing a Ship ſteer within half 
a Point. | 


Capt. Long (who no doubt was a better Judge 
than Mr. Marſh, from his Situation right aſtern of 
me) does not alledge any thing againſt my Steerage, 
but, if J remember, he ſpoke in my Favour in 
that Point. 


And as it has been declared by ſeveral Witneſ- 
ſes, that my ſtudding Sails were frequently ſhifted 


from 


(6) 


from one Side to the other, I appeal to the Sea- 
men in this Honourable Committee, whether this 
is not a Proof to invalidate Capt. Marſb's Evi- 


dence, as all the Ships a-head had the Wind on the 


Larboard Quarter. 


Capt. Long alſo ſays, that he with all his Sail 
ſet could not get up with me, till I had hauled 
my Wind and ſhortned Sail, which he ſays I did 
at three o'Clock, but upon being aſk'd whether 
the French Squadron had then tack'd, he acknow- 
ledged they had. 


If the Honourable Committee has not already 
obſerved in the Courſe of the Examination, that 
the French did not tack before the Fireſhip blew 
up, which was about five o'Clock ; upon enquiry 
into this Particular, it will not be denied: It is a 
Truth univerſally known, for which Reaſon, I may 
well ſuppoſe Captain Long miſtaken, and that it 18 
evident I neither ſhortened Sail nor clapp'd upon 2 
Wind, until the Signal was made to give over 
Chace, which was made on that Occaſion. 


Lieut. Derreil, of the Reoyal-Oak, declared, that 
his Captain bore down, until he found that none 
of the Ships a-head of him would ſuccour him, 
and he was obliged to haul his Wind again fron 
the Fire of three Ships of the Enemy, having re. 
ceived a Shot in the Head of his Main-Maſt. As 

toe 


IF: iy 
there were but 6 Ships a- ſtern of the Real, theſe 3 with 

her Second employ'd againſt the Marlborough, made 
four, ſo there were only two left at this rate for my 
Diviſion; and the Honourable Committee will be 
pleaſed to obſerve, there was a great Diſtance be- 
tween our Diviſions, and that the Cambridge and 


Dunkirk were poſted in the Line of Battle a-head 
of me. 


Mr. Mathews, eager as he may be to condemn 
me, will not I believe ſay that I could have taken 
upon me to have broke the Line of Battle, 
and bore down before the time he bore down 
upon the Real, when I neither knew nor ſaw 

that he intended to attack the Spaniſh Squadron, 
which, according to the Line of Battle, and the 
Rules of War, ſhould have fallen to my ſhare, as 
well as what Lieutenant Knowles had told me with 
regard to my engaging the Span;h Admiral.—But 
had he ſent me a Meſſage to have gone after theſe 
Ships, or made the Signal for me and my Diviſion 
to give Chace in the Morning, before the ſtern- 
moſt Ships of the Enemy were ſo much a head of 
me, though I cou'd not have got up to Engage, yet 
poſſibly I might have kept two or three of the 
ſternmoſt afore the Wind, and I ſhould have been 
juſtify'd for breaking the Line, and not endeavour- 
ing to engage according to the Order of the 
Battle, purſuing a ſmall Number of the Enemies 
Ships before the main Body was diſabled, or run, 


and 


[8] 
and leaving my Station on any Pretence, which In- 
junctions enforce Obedience, as the 1½, 13th, 21½, 


7 and 24th Articles of the Fighting Inſtructions ſuffi- 


ciently bear me Witneſs, 
C 
By bearing away more than I did, would have t 
ſeparated me to Leeward from the Center, and 1 b 
ſhou'd not have been in the way at eight at Night, 0 
when Admiral Mathervs ſent me Orders by the Liey- t 
tenant of the Ruſſel, to keep near him; having 
ſhifted his Flag from the Namur on board of that 
Ship. | | b 


The Conſequences of this Raſhneſs without Au- 
thority, as Things afterwards fell out, wou'd have \ 
brought the Confederate Fleet between him and me, 


and it would have been impoſſible for me to have ; 
ſuſtain'd ſo heavy a Charge againſt Diſcipline and F 
Order, when it was ſo obvious and plain that my q 
Duty was to do my utmoſt to cloſe with the Cen- p 
ter, in Obedience to the Meſſage ſent to me, and 0 
the Signal for the Line which was kept abroad. t 
In the Forenoon we went at the Rate of three 5 
Miles an Hour; but when the Action began, the 8 
Wind had declin'd ſo much, and the Swell was ſo X 
very high, that we had but juſt Steerage-way : And 7 
what ſerves to corroborate this Truth is, the little | 
Diftance we gain'd in the Afternoon's Sail upon the : 
Marlborough; which Ship was all that time in Ac- f 
tion, loſt her Maſts, and could not be ſuppoſed to . 


£0 


(9] 
go any thing a-head. And as a farther Proof, the 
Ruſſel, my Second a-ſtern, always eſteem'd a good 
ſailing Ship, not above eight Months from being 
clean'd, had every Sail ſet, but could not, according 
to her Captain's Declaration, get up to cloſe with me 
before I ſhorten'd Sail, which was at Five, inſtead 


of Three (as he imagined) ſince he acknowledg'd 
that the French had then tackt. 


Captain Paulet has ſaid I reef d my Top-Sails, 
but one of his own People has contradicted him. 


I have produced five Witneſſes who heard the 
Meſſages from Mr. Mathews deliver'd by his Lieu- 
tenant to me on the Neptune's Quarter Deck; they 


are poſitive I never ſhorten'd Sail, nor did I Reef 
that Day. They kept the Deck, one of them was 
quarter'd in the Main- TI op, and it was impoſſible 
for me to have Reef'd without their Knowledge. Be- 
ſides, if the Honourable Committee will be pleaſad 
to conſider the Improbability of my Reefing be- 
tween Nine and Ten having juſt beſore receiy- 
ed Admiral Mathews's Order, to make more 
Sail, it is not likely that I ſhould act in open Defi- 
ance of my commanding Officer's Order : To what 
Purpoſe ſhould I do this? It could ferve no other 
End than giving him an Opportunity to deſtroy me. 
There was no Wind to occaſion this Caution, ſer 
we did not go more than three Miles an Hour with 
all the Appearance of fine Weather. Poffſibly, a+ 

B , Admiral 
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Admiral Mathews himſelf, being in a good fail- 
ing Ship, did Reef, as did the Adariborough, the 
Gentlemen a+ftern have been thereby led into this 
Miſtake. 


J appeal to every Seaman whether it was poſhble 


for me to Reef Topſails with Studding Sails and 
Top-gallant-ſails abroad, and my T opfail Yards flung: 


And if the Honourable Committce had not becn 


perfectly ſatisfied with Regard. to my Innocence in 
this Point, I had more Witneſſes in Waiting laſt 
Examination Day ready to declare that I never 
ſhorten'd Sail, nor Reef'd my Topfails.. Beſides, had 
I done this, ſurely Mr. Mathetos would not have 
ſuffered ſa notorious a Breach of his Orders to 
eſcape him in his Charge againſt me. 


I think it neceſſary more fully to explain my 
bringing to, the Night before the Action. 


As ſoon as Mr. Matheus made the Night-Signa! 
to bring to, the Line of Battle abreaſt was de- 
ftroy'd by that Order, and the Signal for that Line 
ceas'd to be an Order to all Intents and Purpoſes. 
If I had been wiſer than Admiral Mathews, I could 
on no Pretence have refuſed my Obedience to an 
Order that I did ſee, to comply with one that had. 
been in Force, and could not be fo the Moment the 
Night-Signal was made. | 


When the Signal was made for the Fleet to bring 


to, I happen'd to be as far to the Weſtward, and n 


4 


b. 
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a Line abreaſt with the Admiral ; but had not that 
been the Caſe, it would have been my Duty to have 
brought to immediately, without conſidering any for- 
mer Order, fince it was impoſſible that both Orders 
could be complied with, becauſe two different Situa- 
tions were requir'd by theſe two Orders. 


It is uſual for Ships to ſet the Admiral when there 
is any Probability of loſing Company; but in all my 
Practice I never knew it to be done every Hour 
when lying to; and for what I aſſert on this Sub- 
ject I appeal to all the Logg-Books and Journals in 
the Fleet; beſides, a Ship may increaſe her Diſtance 
from another, yet not alter her Bearings. And farther, 
had my Sight been ſo nicely diſcerning as to have ob- 
ſerved a gradual Drift of two or three Miles in eleven 
Hours in a dark Night, and I had taken upon me to 
have made more Sail, which was what I could not 
anſwer, as it was a Breach of the laſt Order receiv'd 
(the Night-Signal to bring to) yet I muſt have hoiſt- 
ed my Boat out, and ſearch'd out every particular 
Ship of my Diviſion, to have order'd them to make 
Sail, as there is no Signal in the Sailing or Fighting 
Inſtructions, for a particular Diviſion to make Sail 
after lying by, nor for bringing to after making 
Sail. 


It has been inſinuated that J held a Correſpondence 
with the Enemy, a Rumour that was never laid to 
my Charge by Admiral Mathews, however my Ene- 
mies may have propagated this Report for want of 
9 — 0 | B 2 ſuffi- 
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ſufficlent Matter againſt me. This is ſo ridiculous 
in itſelf, that I ſhall only ſay I was never on Shore, 
but once, while the Fleet lay at Hieres, and that was 
with the Leave of Admiral Mathews, to meet à 


French Officer, who had taken me a Priſoner in the 


late War, and treated me nobly ; when Mr. Row- 
ley and Mr. Martin, now Admirals, bore me Com- 
pany all che Time we convers'd together. 


I humbly hope that the Honourable Committee 
has obſerv'd the great Difficulty and Struggles there 


were to get ſome of the Evidence to anſwer to the 
Queſtions that were put to them, relating to Admi- 
ral Mathews's Conduct, while, at the ſame Time, 
they made no Heſitation, but were ready to anſwer 
to every Thing that made againſt me : And this Me- 
thod in giving their Evidence, was a Matter of ſo 
much Surprize to me, that I cannot help mention- 
ing again, Captain Marſh ſeeing a Fault of mine, by 
judging within a Point of the Compaſs at four Miles 
diſtance, better than he could ſee what Admiral a> 
thews was doing, tho' he was poſted abreaſt of the 
Admiral in order to repeat his Signals. Neither can 
I let efcape me, the indirect Practice of altering a 
Log-Book, on the falſe and fiivolous Pretences that 
were urg'd ; ſince by comparing the Captain's Jour- 
nal, and Mate's, a Difference was prov'd. 


Self-Preſcrvation, and in Support of the Narrative 

I deliver'd the firſt Day of the Enquiry, make it ne- 
caſtary for me to treſpaſs on the Time of this Honou- 
rabie 


rat 
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rable Committee, by pointing out the true Cauſes of 
this fatal Miſcarriage, in which if I palliate, deceive, 
or miſrepreſent, may I ſuffer greater Evils than I 
have already, the Cenſure of this Houſe, to confirm 
the popular Clamour and Fury againſt me. 


It has not been ſaid by any one Evidence that has 
been examined, that we were in Order of Battle, 
when Admiral Mathews bore down, and attack'd 
the Spaniſb Admiral. But it has been urged, in or- 
der to palliate ſo notorious a Breach of Diſcipline, 
that had not the Admiral engaged the Spaniards at 
the Time he did, the Enemy would have eſcaped, 
and we ſhould not have come to an Action at all. 
Nothing can be moxe unjuſt than this pretended 
Plea; ſince the Behaviour of the Enemy, and 
Method of acting, from the Beginning of their Ap- 
pearance to the Time the Admiral attack'd them, 
prove, that giving us Battle was their real Intention : 
For had it not been ſo, as the next Day, after the 
Winchelſca made the Signal for their coming out, 
they had a ſtrong Weſterly Wind, and at Night our 
Fleet anchor'd in Hieres Bay, there was nothing to 
hinder them from paſſing to Italy, had they been 
bound there; and had they been bound down the 
Straights, next Day when the Eaſterly Wind pre- 
vail'd, they would have made Sail from us, and 
made the beſt Uſe of a fair Wind with clean Ships, 
inſtead of bringing to in Order of Battle. | 


The 
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be Subſtance of Admiral Mathews's Account, 
which was publiſhed by Authority, and now lying 
before this Honourable Houſe, confirms what I ad- 
vance, and to it I appeal; where it mentions, our 
Fleet anchor'd in the Bay at Night; next Morn- 
ing, our getting under Sail, and the Enemy ſtand- 
<« ing towards us with the Wind Weſterly; and 
« when it came to the Eaſtward, their bringing to 
c in a Line of Battle.“ 


Hence it is undeniable, that they came out on 
Purpoſe to give us Battle; for where elſe could they 
be bound ſtretching to the Southward, and making 
more Sail, when the Admiral made the Signal to en- 
gage, while our Fleet was in Diſorder, but to gain 
the Weather-Gage? An Advantage which every 
good Officer will endeavour to obtain, and be cau- 
tious of loſing. 


I have proved, by five Witneſſes, that Mr. Know- 
ler acknowledged all my Sail to be abroad, when he 
delivered Admiral Mathews's Meſſage to me; and 
alſo, as I proved by the ſame Witneſſes, that Lieu- 
tenant Jaſper told me, by Order of the Admiral, 
that he would lie by for me, which he did not do, 
but, on the contrary, made more Sail from me. I am 
not any ways anſwerable for the Diſtance between 
his Diviſion and mine : For had not he thought him- 


ſelf powerful enough with ſo great a Superiority as 
he 
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(15) 
he had over the Enemy, he would have had the Pru- 
dence and Patience to have forborn engaging until 
I had got up, and been ready at Hand to ſuccour 
and ſupport him. As his Conduct alone made the 
Diſtance between the Center and Rear of our Fleet 
ſtill greater and more dangerous, it is not reaſonable 
I ſhould anſwer for his Raſhneſs; God forbid ! 
Neither indeed could the Neglect he charges me 


with at Night, empower him in the Morning to a& 
fo oppolite to Policy and the Art of War. 
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The Diſorder of the Van of our Fleet, and the 
Danger it was in from its Weakneſs, only ſeven 
Ships againſt nineteen of the Enemy, have appear'd 
at this Bar. And Mr. Mathews's Account, pub- 
liſhed by Authority, confirms this, by ſaying, © that 
there were but three French Ships engaged, the 
ce reſt kept their Wind, in order to Tack and Wea- 
ther us; but that our Van keeping the Wind of 
ce them, prevented their Deſign's taking Place.“ 
And as it is notorious that Admiral Mathews did not 
direct the Van to keep the Wind, but keep the 
Signals for the Line, and engaging abroad, it ap- 
pears that our Van was ſaved by Diſobedience, and 
that no Meafures were taken by Mr. Mathews to 
fecure it againſt more than two Thirds of the Con- 
federate Fleet. It cannot be denied that the Ber- 
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wick, the next Ship to the Princeſs Caroline in the 1 
Line of Battle, engaged the Poder, as her Lieute- 1 
nant and Men became Priſoners, and ſhe is alſo ſaid . of l 4 
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(16) 
to have engaged that Ship by Mr. Mathews's Ac- 
count; by which it is evident by this Circumſtance 
alone, beſides the Evidences that have been «cxa- 
mined, that all the Ships between her and the Wor- 
Folk in the Line of Battle, no leſs than eight Ships, 
viz. the Somerſet, Princeſſa, Dragon, Bedford, 
King ſton, Saliſbury, and Guernſey, with the Ber- 
wick, were employ'd in firing at the Poder; that 
the Norfolk beat the Conſtant away out of the Ene- 
my's Line; and that the Marlborough was left in 
Diſtreſs againſt the Real and her Second aſtern by 
the Namur, has not only been proved by Evidence 
at the Bar, but I appeal to Admiral Mathews's Ac- 
count, where he ſays, „that the Marlborough's 
« driving a little too near him, obliged him to fill 
<< his Sails, to prevent her coming on board of him; 
and that having Occaſion to reeve new Braces, 
« with little Wind, and an ugly Swell, he could 
not give the Marlborough the Aſſiſtance Captain 
«© Cornwall wanted.” And it cannot be doubted 
then, that had the Derſetſbire, Eſſex, Rupert, and 
Royal Oak, bore equally down with the Marlbo- 


* 


rough, at the Beginning of the Action, the Rea! 


muſt have fallen into her Hands; as the Spaniſb Ad- 
miral's Second, the Ship that diſtreſs'd the Marl ba- 
rough, and clear'd her Decks, would have been then 
match'd, if not over- power d; and conſequently the 
ſternmoſt Ships, that were laid to my Charge, tho 
they never got near enough to fire at the Marl ba- 
rough, by this Means would have been ſtopt from 


getting a-head for me to have taken up. 
1 Falſhood 


. 

Falſhood and Malice have aſpers'd me without 
Controul; but I now, with ſuch Evidence as have 
been examined, humbly ſubmit to the Honourable 
Committee, whether if the Dorſetſhire, E/Jex, Ru- 
pert, and Royal-Oathad done their Duty, the Marl- 
borough had been ſo hard preſs'd upon; and whe- 
ther the Cauſe that the Real and her Second did 


not fall into our Hands, and indeed the ſternmoſt 


Ships of the Enemy, was not owing to the Want 
of that Aſſiſtance which was ſo near at Hand, and 
not in any Manner to my Conduct? 


It has been pretended, that Fire and Smoke ob- 
ſtructed the Admiral's Sight; as if he had not left 
the Marlborough, or he had continued in Battle, 
and the Smoke had not gone to Leeward from him. 
On the contrary, his Stern lay towards the Marl- 
borough, and it was impoſſible for him not to ſee 
how the Ships a-head and a- ſtern of him in the 
Line of Battle were employed. He-had done with 
firing, his Perſon was not wounded, and what 
Smoke could there be to hinder him from diſtin- 
guiſhing what was doing from the Van to the Rear 
of the Fleet? Neither can it be denied that the Si- 
tuation of His Diviſion, and part of the Rear-Ad- 
miral's, was ſuch, againſt ſo few Ships of the Ene- 
my, that from the beginning to the end of the Action 
they might have been ſhifted and diſpoſed of ac- 
cording to the Condition and Diſpoſition of both 

| * Fleets; 
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Fleets ; and it is ſo well known that he ſent Boats 
on board of the Dorſetſpire, Efſex, and Fireſhip, 
that it cannot be diſputed. Nay Capt. Cole, of the 
Marines on board the Dorſetſbire, declar'd at the 
Bar, that an Officer came on board from the Ad- 

mizal with- Orders, tho? he could not ſay what 
they were; yet he ſaid the Captain with his Offi- 
cers held a Conſultation upon receiving them, and 
their Reſult was not to ge down nearer to the 
Enemy. Farther, I can prove that Licut. Bentley, 
now a Captain, when he was: ſent' by Admiral 
Mathews to call me the third Day off Chace, told 
me he carried a Meſſage from the Admiral on board 
of the Dorfetſhire, and at the ſame Time called on 
board of the Ee. After ſuch Proofs, I ſubmit 
to this Honourable Committee, whether it can be 
ſaid, with the leaſt Shew of Reaſon, that Admiral 
Aathews had it not in his Power to correct, and 
reform theſe Ships, trifling and throwing away 
their Shot, and. whether with any degree of Juſtice 
Adwiral Mathews, (as he does) can reckon the 
Conduct of theſe Ships part of his Charge againſt 
me. | 


It has appeared by the Boatſwaln of the Fire- 
ſhip's Evidence, that the Fireſhip's Diſtreſs was 
ſuch, that her Captain, as he went under the Dor- 
ſetfhire's Stern, hailed her, and defired Aſſiſtance; 
yet nevertheleſs no Ships covered or conducted him. 
Berth At 


(19) 
At that Time chere was neither Fire nor Smoke 
on either Side to hinder the Admiral from ſeeing 
that the Dorſetſbire, Eſſex, Rupert, and Royal- 
Oat kept to Windward, and looked on, where 
Duty and the Neceſſity of their Country's Cauſe 
call'd them; and yet after this notorious Neglect 
and Miſconduct, Admiral Mathervs has charg'd me 
with the Miſcarriage of the Fireſhip. What is 
more, it is evident Mr. 7athrzvs did not give Or- 
ders for the Fireſhip to prime before the Action, 
according to Practice, and the Nature of this Ser- 
vice, otherwiſe he would not have cenſur'd the de- 
ceas'd Captain, as he has done in his Account, by 


c>mplaining of his Tediouſneſs in priming and com- 


ing down, but puniſh'd his Diſobedience ; fince 
fuch Attempts entirely depend on Readineſs and ſud- 
den Execution. For though a Ship may be ſo diſ- 
abled as to give a fair Opportunity for burning her, 
yet if the Fireſhip is not prim'd ready to catch the 
Occaſion when it offers, the Time ſhe will take to 
prime may very prabably put the Enemy in ſuch 
a Condition as to defeat the Enterprize; for which 
Reaſon I took upon me, early in the Morning, to 
order the Captain of the Fireſhip in my Diviſion ta 
prime before the Engagement. 


It has been proved to the Honourable Commit- 
tee, in the Courſe of the Examination, that our 
Van tack'd, and run from the French to join the 


(C 2 Center, 


= _ — 8 * 
Ale — N — — 3 D = = 
I —<a_ 
1 1 - 0 


I 
2 
. > 
— 2 
— _— — - 
— £4 3 "os A 


— 
— 


4 
* 
— 
= 
2 5 
4 », 
9 
"y ; = 
"4 
74 * 
IT 
„ 
T3 * 
* 
„ , 
- 
= * 
54 
7 i 
4 
19 CAL 
: . a 
—_ 
. * 
1 [| 
% - y 
4 
Oy 
== 
Ll 
: 
* * 
* 1 
= 
: gy 
| Þ 
\# 
"158 
"6 
mn 
4 
1 L 
"2 == 
= 
_—_— 
1 
1 
. 
1 * 
i 1 
F \ 
1 
* 


- - _— 
— —— —— - - — - — 
: 


—— 


— — 


—— 


(20) 
Center, after the Fireſhip had miſearried 3 and what 
corrobarates this is Admiral Mathews's Account, 
where he ſays, ** That notwithſtanding the French 


te tack'd upon Rear-Admiral Rowley, they did 


« not think proper to engage him; they however 
*© retook the Spaniſh Ship, it being impoſſible to 
0 do any thing with her, as ſhe had not a Maſt 
“ ſtanding.” And here I muſt beg Admiral Ma- 


thews's Pardon ; ; for the Poder had her Fore-Maſt, 


Bowſprit, and Mizen-Maſt ſtanding ; but that he 
having wore in little Wind and a Swell, and form- 
ed the Line of Battle on the Starboard-tack, on 
purpoſe to get away from the French, who were 
juſt at hand, bearing down to deliver the Spani/þ 
Squadron, elſe why was the Poder left with the 
Berwick's Lieutenant and People? In ſtanding from 
the Enemy, and leaving the Plage of Battle, ſome 
ſhot were exchanged, as the Admiral with his Di- 


viſion paſs'd by the four ſternmoſt Ships of the E- 


nemy, which Mr. Mathews in his Charge againſt 
me calls engaging within Muſket-Shot ; and alſo 
that this hinder'd the Real from falling into his 
Hands, and ogcaſion'd him to be torn to Pieces, 
altho' it is evident he had left the Real, and he 
had, beſides the Ships a-ſtern, ſix a-head, viz. the 
Dorjetſhire, E fox, Rupert, Royal-Oak, Dunkirk, 
and Cambridge, that fired on this Occaſion in paſ- 
ing, and only four Ships of the Enemy fir'd: 


And as an undoubted Proof of what J affirm, it 


has been proved, and not controverted, that the 


Ad: 


BP, » 


E24: 
Admiral fir'd his Larboard Guns the contrary Side 
that he attack'd the Real with, conſequently that 
this was a forced Fire, in endeavouring to get 
away. 


Next Day (after the Action) was ſpent in forming 
a Line of Battle, and going down upon the Enemy, 
who were going from us with their crippled Ships, 
and at Night we brought to in great Order, ſuffering, 
the Enemy to eſcape : According to which Admiral 
Mathews's Account ſays, That at Break of Day 
he ſaw the Enemy's Fleet to Leeward of them, 
*© and found they had tow'd all the crippled Ships 
« before the Wind all Night. The Admiral chaſed 
$ them; the French lying in a Line of Battle to 
„ Windward of the Spaniards, moſt of them Hull 
to; but as he drew near them, they made Sail, 
« and left the diſabled ſixty Gun Ship: That there 
te was great Reaſon to believe that if there had been 
« any Wind, the French would have left the Spa- 
t nijþ crippled Ships, as moſt of them had ſuffer'd 
greatly. 


* 


* 


* 


The Honourable Committee will be pleas'd to ob- 
ſerve in this Account, all the Circumſtances and Ap- 
pearances of a fugitive Enemy, diſabled, and encum- 
ber'd with crippled Ships, yet Adm. Mathews brought 
to, a great Way to Windward of the Enemy, in a 
fine Moon-light Night. If he imagin'd the Enemy 
capable of running from him before the Action, as 

| has 


22 

has been pretended, in order to excuſe his engaging 
them contrary to the Line of Battle, he muſt be truly 
ſenſible that they would now more endeavour at it, 
as their only Reſource lay in the enſuing Night te 
get away with their lame Ships. 


In the Night before the Action, he brought to, 
„ by his own Account, within a little more than 
ic three Guns ſhot of them, and order'd the Eſſex 
„to lie a Mile to Leeward of him, and the Win- 
c chelſea a good Muſket-ſhot to Leeward of the 
« Eſſex, to watch their Motions, and to make their 
« proper Signals, and ſtand after them, in caſe they 
c ſhould make Sail; and that he was fo near, that 
& he could count the Enemy's Ships, after the Moon 
« was down.“ Here the Honourable Committee will 
be pleas'd to obſerve, that all the neceſſary Precau- 
tions were taken, leſt the Enemy ſhould endeavour 
to eſcape us when we were not ſo much as form'd 
in Order of Battle, and they were lying by for us 
in good Order ; but when we had gain'd the Advan- 
tage, of difabling four of their Ships, and burning 
another, he became more cautious, and brought to, 
at a much greater Diſtance, in Order of Battle, with- 
out ſending Cruizers to obſerve their Motions. 
What could occaſion two ſuch extraordinary Ex- 
tremes, as the leaſt Danger could not ariſe by going 
nearer at this JunCture, is impoſſible to ſay ; but it 
is certain, they are oppoſite, to the Rules of War 
and Prudence, eſpecially as it would have been caſy 


for 


6239 
for us to have kept Sight of them all Night, by 
making more and more Sail, as :they appear d leſs 
and leſs perceptible. - 


It has been proved that we faw the Enemy next 
Morning, and that I made a Signal for ſeeing twenty 
Sail of them. Mr. Mathews's Account alſo fays, 
&« that he ſaw the Enemy next Morning, but at a 
c oreat Diſtance. And further it ſays; that after 
the Admiral loſt Sight of the Enemy's Fleet, he 
« found all his Endeavours to rejoin them, or pro- 
& cure Intelligence of them, ineffectual, they being 
„gone, as he ſuppoſed, down the Straights.” 


Here he acknowledges that he ſaw the Enemy 
(notwithſtanding his Captain at that Time, Cap- 
tain Long, declared at the Bar, that they could not 
fee them from the Maſt-head;) but Mr. Mathews 
does not ſay one Word in his Account, of calling 
me off Chace; having gained fo much on the Ene- 
my, as to make them from the Deck, with a Sepa- 
ration between the Spaniſh and French Squadrons. 
Not ſatisfied with the Signal for that Purpoſe, the 
Ilinchelſea was ſent with Orders for me to come in- 
to the Fleet; and if it was Weather for her Boat to 
come on board of me, ſurely it was ſuch as might 
have been employed! in going after a fugitive diſabled 
Enemy, without injuring our Ships Maſts that d were 


wounded. 
— Admiral 


(24) 


Admiral Mathews ſays in his Account, « that 


id 
e the Day befare there was great Reaſon to be- 3 
6 lieve, that if there had been any Wind, the French ing 
„ would have left the Span; cripppled Ships, as ing 
“ moſt of them ſuffered greatly.” And now that tai: 
there was Wind ſufficient to bring him up with the litt 
Enemy to gain theſe Ships, or force a general Engage- or 
ment, he gives over Chace, paſſing over this Particu- 
lar in his Account, or giving any Reaſon for ſuch | 
extraordinary Conduct ; at the ſame. time pretending his 
that he us'd all his Endeavours to rejoin the Enemy, eſt 
or procure Intelligence of them, when it is notori- fift 
dous that he lay by all Day and next Night ' with bo 
an Eaſterly Wind. he 
Every Conſideration ſeem'd to enforce our Fleet a7 
purſuing the Enemy down the Straights, eſpecially 
as it was reported they expected Reinforcements fron 
Breſt, and not one againſt it, even if it could have 7 
been Poſſible to have ftrain'd our wounded Maſts by | 
filing large: So great an Advantage and ſuch ſure M 
Omens of Victory were worth running ſome riſque; * 
and as the Enemy eſcaped by my being call'd off ay 
Chace, Mr. Mathews, who gave the ad: is alone oi 
un. | ; | lic 
m 
Aſter that Queries, Anſwers, and Replics had th 
paſt between us, on the 16th of March, above five th 
Weeks after the Action, having ſent Mr. Mathews - 
what is entitled my Rejoinder, a Paper of ſomo b. 


Length and Reaſoning 7 without any farther Con- 
ſideration 


[ 25 ] 


ſideration he ſent me the Letter of Suſpenſion. 1 
ſtruck my Flag the ſame Night, and the next Morn- 
ing many Boats came on board of the Ship, enquir- 
ing whether I was not dead; and even ſome Cap- 
tains aſk'd me the Cauſe of my being ſuſpended; ſo 


little did it appear to the Fleet that I had miſbehaved 
or deſerved this ſevere Cenſure. 


However, notwithſtanding this publick Cenſure, 
his Majeſty's Governor of Minorca ſeem'd to 
eſteem me an injur'd Man, by. ſaluting me with 
hfteen Guns, when I failed out of the Harbour, on 
board of the Salisbury for England; and this is what 
he never would have done, had he imagined I had 
ſacrificed his Majeſty's Service, and the Honour and 
Intereſt of my Country. 


When Admiral Mathers arrived from England, 
I not only ſaluted him myſelf, but I ordered all the 
Ships in the Fleet to do it, and went in my Boat, 
out of the Port of Villa Franca, to meet him before 
he got in. Had he been of the Royal Blood, I 
could not have paid him more Reſpect, or Submiſ- 
ſion ; in return to which, immediately on ſeeing 
me, before Monſ. Corbeau, the Commandant of 
the County of Nice, and ſome Field-Officers in 
the King of Sardinia's Service, as well as a great 
many -Captains of the Fleet, who were then on 
board of him, without any regard to Decency or 
good Manners, my Rank, and Reputation as an 


D IG Officer, 
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Officer, he began with reprimanding me, telling me 
he was ſurprized, that as I had been ſo long in his 
Majeſty's Service, I had not yet learn'd to comply 
with my Inſtructions in writing to him, and ſending a 
Frigate down to Gibraltar to him. I anſwered, that I 


had done both, and if he had not received my Letters, 
nor met with the Frigate, it was not my Fault. 


I had the Satisfaction and Pleaſure to receive the 
King of Sardinia's Thanks, as alſo his Majeſty's 
entire Approbation of my Conduct by a Letter from 
the Duke of Newca/tle ; yet it was too difficult a 
Taſk for me to pleaſe Mr. Mathews. 


He began his Command over me in this Manner, 
and ſuperſeded all the Officers that I had made, 
even my own Secretary, and thoſe that had been 
appointed before he fail'd from England, and had 
come within the Juriſdiction of his Command. 


This, I hambly apprehend, he had no more Pow- 
er to do, than to ſuperſede the Officers that Mr. 


Haddocꝶ had appointed; fince I had the King's Au- 
thority to command the Fleet. 


Not to treſpaſs any longer on the Time of the 
Honourable Committee, having been thus arraign'd 
and condemn'd by Admiral Mathews, deprived of 
Commanding in Chief the Fleet, and my Share of 
the Prize-Money, I was ſent home, as a Delin- 
quent, in a fifty Gun Ship, charged with a Convoy, 
full in the Sight of the Nation, to take all the 

Blame 
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ſideration he ſent me the Letter of Suſpenſion. 1 
ſtruck my Flag the ſame Night, and the next Morn- 
ing many Boats came on board of the Ship, enquir- 
ing whether I was not dead; and even ſome Cap- 
tains aſk'd me the Cauſe of my being ſuſpended; ſo 
little did it appear to the Fleet that I had miſbehaved 
or. deſerved this ſevere Cenſure. 


However, notwithſtanding this publick Cenſure, 
his Majeſty's Governor of Minorca ſeem'd to 
eſteem me an injur'd Man, by ſaluting me with 
fifteen Guns, when I ſailed out of the Harbour, on 
board of the Salisbury for England; and this is what 
he never would have done, had he imagined I had 
ſacrificed his Majeſty's Service, and the Honour and 
Intereſt of my Country. 


When Admiral Mathews arrived from England, 
I not only ſaluted him myſelf, but I ordered all the 
Ships in the Fleet to do it, and went in my Boat, 
out of the Port of Villa Franca, to meet him before 
he got in. Had he been of the Royal Blood, 1 
could not have paid him more Reſpect, or Submil- 
ſion ; in return to which, immediately on ſeeing 
me, before Monſ. Corbeau, the Commandant of 
the County of Nice, and ſome Field-Officers in 
the King of Sardinia's Service, as well as a great 
many Captains of the Fleet, who were then on 
board of him, without any regard to Decency or 
200d ' Manners, my Rank, and Reputation as an 


D Officer. 
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Officer, he began with reprimanding me, telling me 
he was ſurprized, that as I had been ſo long in his 
Majeſty's Service, I had not yet learn'd to comply 
with my Inſtructions in writing to him, and ſending a 
Frigate down to Gibraltar to him. I anſwered, that I 


had done both, and if he had not received my Letters, 
nor met with the Frigate, it was not my Fault. 


I had the Satisfaction and Pleaſure to receive the 
King of Sardinia's Thanks, as alſo his Majeſty's 
entire Approbation of my Conduct by a Letter from 
the Duke of Newca/tle ; yet it was too difficult a 
Tafk for me to pleaſe Mr. Mathews. 


He began his Command over me in this Manner, 
and ſuperſeded all the Officers that I had made, 
even my own Secretary, and thoſe that had been 
appointed before he ſail'd from England, and had 
come within the Juriſdiction of his Command. 


This, I hambly apprehend, he had no more Pow- 
er to do, than to ſuperſede the Officers that Mr. 
Haddock had appointed; ſince I had the King's Au- 
thority to command the Fleet. 


Not to treſpaſs any longer on the Time of the 
Honourable Committee, having been thus arraign'd 
and condemn'd by Admiral Mathews, deprived of 
Commanding in Chief the Fleet, and my Share of 
the Prize-Money, I was ſent home, as a Delin- 
quent, in a fifty Gun Ship, charged with a Convoy, 
till in the Sight of the Nation, to take all the 


Blame 


(27) 
Blame and Odium of the Failure of His Majefty's 
Fleet: as in the Shame and open Diſgrace thus put 


upon me, was involved the Mifconduct of every 
Perſon in the Fleet, ſince no other has been accuſed 
by Admiral Mathews. 


But with what Equity and Impartiality, I ſubmit 
to the Honourable Committee. 


Here I have been near a Twelve-month ; ſeen Ju- 
nior Flag-Officers promoted to the Rank above me; 
left to ſtruggle, without any Friend, with the great- 
eſt Misfortunes and Difficulties to come at my Trial, 
the indubitable Right of every Engliſhman : And 
had Mr. Mathews labour'd and endeavour'd as much 
to obtain an Enquiry, as I have done, the neceſſary 
Evidences would have arrived to have perfected 
it before this Time, and entirely confuted the many 
ſcandalous Reports ſpread to blemiſh my Reputa- 
tion. | 


I have nothing more to add, than that I hope, 
tho? I have not been arm'd for this Enquiry with my 


Evidence, yet I have given no Proof of conſcious 
Guilt, or a defective Cauſe, 


The Perſecution of popular Clamour, and the 
Tortures of Miſrepreſentation and Calumny, have 
had their Days againſt me; but now the Time is 
at hand, when they muſt yield to Truth and De- 
monſtration. 

N. 
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Fleet : as in the Shame and open Diſgrace thus put 
upon me, , was involved the Miſconduct of every 
Perſon in the Fleet, ſince no other has been accuſed 
by Admiral Mathews. 


But with what Equity and Impartiality, I ſubmit 
to the Honourable Committee. 


Here I have been near a Twelve- month; ſeen Ju- 
nior Flag-Officers promoted to the Rank above me; 
left to ſtruggle, without any Friend, with the great- 
eſt Misfortunes and Difficulties to come at my Trial, 
the indubitable Right of every Engliſhman : And 
had Mr. Mathews labour'd and endeavour'd as much 
to obtain an Enquiry, as I have done, the neceſſary 
Evidences would have arrived to have perfected 
it before this Time, and entirely confuted the many 
ſcandalous Reports ſpread to blemiſh my Reputa- 
tion. 


I have nothing more to add, than that I hope, 
tho* I have not been arm'd for this Enquiry with my 
Evidence, yet I have given no Proof of conſcious 
Guilt, or a defective Cauſe. 


The Perſecution of popular Clamour, and the 
Tortures of Miſrepreſentation and Calumny, have 
had their Days againſt me; but now the Time is 
at hand, when they muſt yield to Truth and De- 
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vy, Oc. for 1745. 
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AGAINST 


The illegal Proceedings of 
Vice-Admiral Mathews, 


LO THE 


Late Lords Commiſſioners for . 
cuting the Office of Lord High 
ra of Great-Britain, &c. 


Ee. 
To which is annexed, 

The LETTERS that paſſed between 
Captain Opie and Mr. Corbett, Secretary 
of the Admiralty; 

TR 

An INTRODUCTION, ſhewing the Ne- 
ceſſity of a Regulation in Sea Courts- 
Martial. 


— — 
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INTRODUCTION. 


SAPTAIN Opie's Appeal againſt 
dee illegal Proceedings of Admi- 
N ral Mathews, is ſubmitted to the 
Fo; . Conſideration of the Public, as a 


— 


n melancholy Inſtance, how much 
the Honour, Reputation, and Subſiſtence of a 
Sea-Officer depend on the Caprice and arbitra- 
ry Will of his Admiral, or Commander in 
Chief: That Merit, long Service, without Ble- 
miſh or Cenſure, a ſteady Obſervance and an 
aſſiduous Execution of his Duty, do not always 
obtain him a juſt Reward, nor yet preſerve him 
from an unjuſt Puniſhment ; that the Property 
of his Commiſſion depends more on the pecu- 
har Humour of his Superiors, than the Juſtice 
of his Cauſe ; and that without the low Appli- 
cations of Servility, and becoming an abject: 
Slave to the Paſſions of others, he may be truly 
laid to be in danger. 

The firſt Article of the Flag Officers In- 
ſtructions for holding Courts Martial, directs, 
A that 
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that all Courts Martial are to be held, Offences 
tried, Sehtence pronounced, and Execution of 
ſuch Sentence to be done, according to the Ar- 
ticles and Orders contained in an Act of Par- 
liament made in the 13th Year of the Reign of 
King Charles II. which Act is our Naval Ar- 
ticles of War, and all Officers concern'd are 
duly to peruſe them for their Inſtruction there- 
in. Conſequently, it a Court-Martial miſtake 
the Senſe of theſe Articles, and adjudge any 
Puniſhment contrary to the Power and Mean- 
ing of them, the Sentence pronounced is illegal, 

as it exceeds the Juſt Latitude of Law, Equity 
and Reaſon. In like Manner we apprehend this 
to have been the unfortunate Captain Opie's 
Caſe, who neither broke his Inſtructions, nor 
violated the Articles of War, but acted agree- 


able to the Cuſtom at Sea, and the conſtant 


Practice of the Judges that try*'d him; yet never- 
theleſs, they brought a ſtrainꝰd Accuſation againſt 
him, to fall under two Articles of War, where 
there is an abſolute Contradiction and Incon- 
gruity, that manifeſtly proves want of Know- 
jedge and Judgment in the Application: And 
tho his preſſing Sollicitations againſt this In- 
juſtice did not prevail with the late Board of 
Admiralty; yet, ſuppoſing the Charge againſt 
him criminal, and ſupported by Evidence, if it 
was a Fault, it was one of an extraordinary kind, 
that of Lenlty and Compaſſion, ſuch as Admi- 
ral Mathews himſelf committed immediately 
after paſſing the cruel Sentence on him; and it 
therefore appears he Was humane- and 'render- 

hearted 
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hearted, to ſuffer a Criminal to eſcape, whom 
he ſuppoſed to deſerve Death, as being guilty 


of Mutiny, but was inexorably ſevere to 5 4 
tain Opie, becauſe he forgave this Crimina 


Here we have an extraordinary Inſtance of 
one Gentleman's being puniſhed for an Act of 
Humanity, after forty Years Service as a Com- 
miſſion-Officer, diſmiſſed from his Duty, turn'd 
a-ſhore to travel Home at a great Expence; 
and when he arrived in England, unable to pro- 
cure Juſtice againſt the Power* and Intereſt of 
the Oppreſſor; while other Captains, who are ſaid 
to have neglected the Service of their Country 
on the Day of Battle, and ſuffered the Enemy 
to prevail againſt the Marlborough, the moſt 
notorious of Crimes that military Men could 
commit, were ſkreened from Juſtice, and con- 
tinued in full Power and Authority. What are 
we to think of this violent Extreme of Severity 
againſt an inoffenſive and harmleſs Man, accu- 
ſed of Gentleneſs and Lenity; and ſuch an 
oppoſite Extreme of Paſſiveneſs and Forgive- 
neſs to Men, who were even in a kind of open 
Rebellion againſt their King and Country, by 
ſhamefully giving up the Intereſt and Glory of 
the Nation, hereby loſt and tarniſhed to ſuc- 
ceeding Ages ; but that the Commiſſion, Life, 
and Character of an Officer depend on the ab- 
ſolute Will of the Commander in Chief, and 
that as no Innocence can be ſafe that has incurr'd 
the Diſpleaſure of a partial Judge; ſo no Cri- 
minal who has the good Fortune to be favour'd 
by him, can ever be in Danger. _ 

e 
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Me cannot help joining at preſent with the 
greral Voice againſt Sea Courts-Martial ; hav- 
ing had the other Day a ſurprizing Inſtance of 
one from the Weft-Indies, where the Principals 
were only puniſhed with five Years Impriſonment 
and an Acceſſary with fifteen, which we ſuppoſe 
occaſioned the King's Mercy to interfere, and de- 
liver the unfortunate Obje& of it from a ſevere 
and rigorous Sentence, while the Principals re- 
main in Priſon, to endure the leſſer Puniſhment 
inflicted upon them. 


All Grievances of this dangerous Nature, 
where the Subſiſtence, Character, and Life ot 
an inferior Officer are on fo precarious a Foot- 
ing, well become the Conſideration of thoſe 
who now ſuperintend our Naval Affairs, and 
are ſo well diſpoſed to remove them. All Laws 
human and divine require, that the Intereſt 
and Property of the Inferior, ſnould be equally 
ſecured with that of his Superior; and to guard 
againſt Partiality and Injuſtice, it is to be 
wiſhed that ſuch Regulations as the following 
were effected, as they tend to pacify Diſcon- 
tents, and remove many real Grievances which 
are found to ariſe from the daily Practice of our 
Courts-Martial. | | 


Firſt, That the next Officers to the Com- 
mander in Chief abroad, may always hold the 
Courts-Martial, as the latter may be ſuppoſed to 
have too great an Influence over the Captains wha 
expect Preferments from him; and per oe 

| ave 
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have already received their Commiſſions, which 
entitle them to ſit at the Court - Martial; and for 
this Regulation there ſeems to be the greater 
Neceſlity, as it has been known, that a Com- 
mander in chief has held à Court-Martial, 
where the Judges were Captains that were all 
promoted by himſelf. 


Secondly, As ſubaltern Officers fit at Courts- 
Martial in all other Services, that they may be 
entitled to ſit at our Courts-Martial, or at leaſt 
a Jury of them ballotted for on the Day of 
Tryal, in order to preſerve an equal Ballance, 
and prevent a Biaſs, which is natural for every 
Man to have to his own Rank and Com- 
miſſion. 


Thirdly, The ſixth Article of the Inſtructions 
directs the Judge-Advocate, when the Court is 
ſitting, to take Minutes of their Proceedings, 
and to adviſe them of the proper Forms, when 
there ſhall be occaſion, and to deliver his Opi- 
nion in any Doubts or Difficulties in their Me- 
thods, that may ariſe in the Courſe of the Tryal; 
that as it appears by this Article, a Judge- Ad- 
yocate was firſt intended in the Nature of a 
Recorder in the Mayor's Court, that therefore 
ſuch a one may be appointed in every Fleet 
capable of this Taſk, and that he ſhould be a 
Perſon acquainted with Civil Law, and not a 
Sea-Clerk only, perfectly ignorant and unac- 
quainted with Law, or the Forms and Methods 
of Tryal; and who is ſo far from being _ 

| 0 
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of adviſing the Court, that he is generally dic- 
tated and directed like a School-Boy. 


Fourthhy, The gth Article of the Inſtructions di- 
rects the Judge - Advocate to examine the Witneſ- 
ſes upon Oath, take down their Depoſitions in 


Writing, and ſhew the ſame to the Commander 


in Chief, who is to order him to ſend timely, 
before the Tryal, an atteſted Copy of the 
Charge, or Accuſation, to the Party accuſed, in 
order for his being better prepared for his De- 
tence: But as this is ſeldom done until the Day 
before the Tryal, that every Perſon ſo ſoon as he 
is ſuſpended from his Duty or confined, may 
know his Crime in Writing, that he may not 
be ſaſpended and confined for one Crime, and 
try'd for another, which has often happen'd. 


Fifthly, It is the Practice to put Subaltern 
Officers under cloſe Confinement to a Cabbin 
fix Foot ſquare ; on the contrary, if the Captains 
are ever confined, they have at leaſt the Liberty 
of the Ship; as if the lower the Rank was, the 
greater Danger and Prejudice might enſue 
trom the Enlargement of the Officer: There- 
tore as this is a Practice of Tyranny, attended 
with dangerous Conſequence, may it be enacted, 

that no Officer be cloſe confined, unleſs where 
there is Danger, and his Majeſty's Service may 
ſuffer from the contrary. 


Sixtbiy, That every Officer, where there 1s 
an Opportunity, may be try'd within a Month 
after his Confinement or Accuſation, and not 

| kept 
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kept in Suſpenſe to the great Prejudice of his 
Majeſty's Service, and the Party concern'd. 


Seventhly, That every Captain who confines 
his Officers injuriouſly, and cannot make good 
his Allegation againſt them, may be. try'd and 
puniſh*d agreeable to '] uſtice, and the lahr 
done to them. 9.7 


Eighthly, The 4th Article directs, that if 
any Captain who is entitled by his Rank to ſic 
in the Court, be perſonally concern'd in the 
Matter to be try'd, he ſhall not be admitted to 
ſit on the ſaid Tryal. In like Manner no Ad- 
miral or Officer ſhould be admitted to fit where 
the Perſon is to be try'd for a Breach of that 


Admiral's or Officer's Order, 'for they may be 


truly ſaid to be perſonally concern'd ; and yet 
this is done every Day to the great Prejudice of 
the Perſon try*d, ſince thereby the Party againſt 
him 1s both Judge and Proſecutor, 


Ninthly, That there may be an Appeal, if 
denne! by either Party, from one Court- 
Martial to another, whoſe Sentence ſhould be 
definitive; which we have had an Inſtance of 
in a Court-Martial in Queen's Ann's Time, 
where Sir Jobn Leak preſided, to a Court- 
Martial where Admiral Ay/mer preſided. 


_ Tenthly, That the Preſident ſhould ſtrictly 
adhere to the 7th Article of his Inſtructions, in 
which it is directed, that the youngeſt Officer 


thall vote firſt, procceding 1 in Order up to Ti 
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ſelf, and thae he ſhould neicher dirctly or ins 


directiy enptivate ot allure che en 
by enn; PPD: 2&5 

Eleventhly, That the _ — be permit - 
ted, if he thinks neceſſary, N the 
A ioh of the Ark ies « War which the 
Court has judged him to fall bong th 


Twelfthly, © That ho Officer under an Ac- 
cuſation or Confinement, may or any Pretence 
vrhatever be admitted to quit or reſign his Com- 
miſſion: This having often been the Practice, 
whereby the Offender has eſcap'd Juſtice, and 
his Mazeſty's Service ſuffered by his returning 
again itito full * 


Captain OPIF's 
APPEAL 


TO THE 
Right Honble the Lords Commiſ- 


ſioners for executing the Office 
of Lord High Admiral of Great- 
Britain, &c. 


m4 HE Appeal of Captain John Opie, late 
7 &© of his Majeſty's Hoſpital-Ship the Su- 
N therland, againſt the illegal Proceed- 
ee ding of Vice-Admiral Mathews ; who 
on tne 24th of June 1743, en board his Majeſty's 
Ship Namur in Hieres-Bay, called a Court-Martial 
upon him, and by a Sentence as cruel as fantaſtical, 
diſmiſſed him from the Service of the Hoſpital-Ship. 
Wherefore Captain Opie, as he is ſo greatly injured, 
from the common Regard that every Man has to his 
B Repu- 


(10) 
Reputation, undertakes to ptove'to” Your Lordſhips; 
that the Honourable Admiral has, to his infinite Pre- 
judice, acted through the whole Courſe of his Trial, 
contrary to the Inſtructions eſtabliſhed by his Ma- 
jeſty in Council ; by Means the moſt arbitrary and 
oppreflive, ſwerved from the Laws of Reaſon and. 
Juſtice, deſcended from the high Character and Pre- 
rogative of Preſident, to the low Province of Ac- 
cuſer and Proſecutor; and that this honourable 
Court-Martial have ſuffered” Judgment to precede 
Evidence ; that they have been either ignorant of 
the Senſe of the Articles of War, or miſtaken and 
miſled in their Conſtructions: Since nothing is 
more obvious, than that in their Sentence they 
have branded him with the Breach of two Articles 
of War, which will appear to your Lordſhips to 
have no Coherence with his Impeachment, nor 
ſeem any ways applicable to his ſuppoſed Crimes. 


Captain Opie, after thirty-iix Year's Service as 2 
Commiſon-Officer, without Blemiſh or Cenſure, 
now ignominiouſſy diſcarded, is torture with 
Anguiſh of Heart, and neceſſitated to treſpaſs on your 
Lordſhips Patience with a tedious Remonſtrance : 
Humbly imploring that the unavoidable Length 6f 
it may not check your Humanity, a candid and de- 
liberate Diſcuſſion. To whom can he have Re- 
courſe, but to that Fountain of Naval Juſtiee, who 
does not impower their Vice-Admirals and Com- 
manders in chief with the Privilege of doing 
wrong with Impunity, and whoſe Tribunal reſtrains 

the 


(42) 
the Superior from Oppreſſion, and preſerves the In- 
ferior from Slavery? 


The Secretary Mr. Scott's Letter 70 
Captain Opie. 


SI R., 
Namur in Hieres Road, Fune 20, 1743- 


Take this. Opportunity of giving you the ear- 
lieſt Notice, that the Admiral has been inform- 
ed that your Maſter collar'd and inſulted you in a 
publick Manner on the Quarter Deck: As you 
have not judged it proper to acquaint him of it, nor 
deſired a Court-Martial for ſo great a Breach of 
Diſcipline ; the Admiral thinks it ſuch a Neglect of 
Duty on your Part, that he intends to try you at a 
Court-Martial. I ſhall go on board of you, but 
am ſorry to ſay on ſo diſagreeable an Occaſion, as to 
take the Depoſitions. 


SIR, 
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Your moſt humble Servant, 


JohN ScoTT. 


Captain Opie's Anſwer to Mr. Scott the 


Secretary. 


©, Row 5 
Sutherland Hoſpital-Ship, June 20, 1743. 


Am obliged to you for your Letter of this Day's 

Date. I am ſorry I have incurred the Admi- 
zal's Diſpleaſure. If my Maſter has miſbehaved, 
B 2 I have 


_(15)) 


1 Weder - hope Lenity cannot be 
deemed a Fault. When you come on board to take 


the Depoſitions, you will be ſurpriz'd at the In- 


formation. oy due Reſpects to the Admiral. 


SIR, 1 | 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 8 


Tons Oex. 


Mr. Scott's Reply 1 to Capt. Opie. 


8 1 R, 
Far Hieres-Bay, June 20, 1743. 


1 1 Have received your Letter in anſwer to mine 


which I wrote to you this Morning, and 
communicated it to the Admiral, by whom I am 


| commanded to acquaint you that he deſires you 


and your Maſter will prepare to be tried at a Court- 
Martial, and that neither of you will go out of the 
Ship, To-morrow I ſhall go to take the Depoſi- 
tions. Jam, . 
SIR, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
Joun Scorr. 


Mr. Scott not coming next Day, according to 


2 
613.9). 
his Promiſe in the above n Gant AA 
"fo him 2 follows ; x 


SIN, 1 
Sutherland Hoſpital-Ship, June 22, 1743. 
N obedience to the Admiral's Commands, 
communicated to me in your Letter the 2oth 
Inſtant, I with my Maſter became Priſoners, ex- 
pecting, conformable to your's, that next Day you 
would have come on board to have taken the De- 
poſitions ; but I am diſappointed, which gives me 
the | greateſt Uneaſineſs.— The Diſgrace of Con- 
finement is very painful, and the Mortification 
much greater, when I am conſcious that I have not 
deſerved it, nor any ways incurred the Admiral's 
Diſpleaſure, to draw upon me his Cenſure. May I 
humbly beg that the Admiral would be pleaſed, the 
firſt leiſure he has, to call the Court-Martial up- 
on me, flattering myſelf that I have behaved in 
ſuch a manner as not to be ſurpriz'd nor unpre- 
par'd : But that an Examination into any Part of 
my Conduct, will, in the Opinion of the Admiral, 
always turn to my Advantage. I beg the Wer 
of your Anſwer, for while I am thus ſtigmatiz'd I 
cannot but be impatient until I am redreſſed. I am, 


SIR, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
JohN OP1E. 


The 


CARP } 
Werders ue 


The ſame Day in che i the Judge ; WF 
cate, Mr. Scott, came on board to take the Depoſi- 
tions. The Phyſician, Dr. Lydderdale, born as a 
ſupernumerary on the Sutherland's Books, who ap- 
peared by many concurrent Circumfſtatices to be 
the Informer, and the material Evidence to ſupport 
his own Information, was by an extraordinary Par- 
tiality which cannot be juſtified, admited into the 
Cabin all the while the Evidences were examining ; 
conſequently he had the Opportunity to pick and 
cull from their Teſtimonies, and thereby form a De- 
poſition to corroborate the whole; ſy uch an Oath as 

was ſure to bring Succeſs with it, and compleat 
Capt. Opie's Deſtruction. And if this learned Gen- 
tleman was not the Informer, why was he ſo buſy, 
why ſo ſanguine as to call all the Evidence up 
to be ſworn, particularly the Centry Hammet, who 
ſwears as he does ?—Theſe are truths known to e- 
very, Officer on board of the Sutherland, and ſo no- 
torious that it is out of the Power of Mr. Scott to 
deny them, if he had never ſo great an Inclina- 
tion to do it. In ſhort, the Doctor ſeemed to take 
upon him the whole Direction; and a Stranger 
ſtanding by would have taken him to have been 
the Judge Advocate, and Mr. Scott to be his Clerk. 
Such a Latitude in a Judge Advocate may be at- 
tended with the moſt pernicious Conſequences 3 3 and 
as this is a new Species of Cruelty, and a Method 
of Proſecution never known before, it ſeems cal- 
culated 


(ts): 


culated to make his Defence impollible, to deprive 
Innocence of its Guard, and to let looſe Oppreſ- 
ſion and Perjury upon him. What Juſtice or Hu- 
manity can truly be ſaid to relide, where ſuch a 
Violation of the Rights of Mankind has met with 
Approbation? Surely this Iniquity cries. aloud to 
your. Lordſhips to interpoſe with your Authority 
to interdict ſo flagrant a Wickedneſs ; at this Rate 
no Man's Fortune, Liberty, Life, or Reputation 
can be ſafe. The Judge Advocate will have it always 
in his Power to fave or condemn; ever certain at 
the Mark he aims at. Capt. Opie would think i it a 
great Extenuation of his Misfortune, if the de- 
ſperate Wound he has received was any way acceſ- 
fary in removing ſo injurious an Oppreſſion, ſo con- 
trary to Cuſtom, common Honeſty, Law, and 
Reaſon. 


64+ 4 


was very early call'd on board the Namur, and i in 
the Afternoon he brought Capt. Opie this Meſ- 
fage, 4 That if he would quit his Commiſſion the 
« Admiral would be ſo gracious as to write home i in 
„ his Favour.” But he ſent the Agent immediately 
back with this Anſwer, <* That as his Conduct 
ec had been uniform and juſtihable, that as he was 
& ſupported by a Conſciouſneſs of having done no 
c more than his Duty, and ſtimulated by that ho- 
< neſt Senſe of Reputation which is always the 
« Concomitant of Innocence, he would not quit: 

« Bur 


(16) | 
tc But. if the Admiral would receive him into his 
« Favour, as ſoon as he would be pleaſed to give 
<< him leave, he would be glad to wait on him.“ 
And while the Court - Martial was fitting, Cape. 
Opie preſum'd to aſk the Admiral if he did not, the 
Night before, ſend him ſuch a Meſſage by the 
Phyſician 3 ; who with ſome Heſitation, acknowledged 
it: But, he ſaid, he did not expect that it ſhould have 
been mentioned there. Capt. Opie likewiſe defir'd 
to know whether ke ſhould repeat the Anſwer he 
ſent to it? But the Admiral forbid him, and ſaid 
there was no Occaſion. By which it appears that 
the Admiral wanted nothing more than the Vacan- 
cy; otherwiſe, why ſhould he offer to recommend 
à Delinquent to the Favour of the Lord High-Ad- 
miral? A Criminal who in his own Opinion deſerv- 
ed the cruel Deſtiny he met with next Day. Hence 
it is eaſy to deduce, that if Capt. Opie had ſancti- 
fy'd his own Ruin with the Folly of writing to the 
Admiral for leave to relinquiſh his Commiſſion on 
account of the uſual Reaſon, (an ill ſtate of Health) 
he would have eſcaped this violent Stroke of mock 
Juſtice: The Injury done his Majeſty's Service in 
not hanging the Maſter would have been buried 
in Oblivion; this neceſſary Example to deter o- 
thers from Humanity and Mercy, or, in the Words 
of Mr. Scott's Letter, Such a Neglect of * 
cin forbearing to bring his Maſter to a Court- 
<« tial, for ſuch a Breach of Diſcipline,” would _ 
been entirely. loſt; and the Government would 
e h have 


( 17) 
have been duped of the unneceflary Expence of. one 
Captain more upon the Liſt. If your Lordſhips 


paid any Regard to Mr. Mathews's Recommen- 


dation, or believed the egregious Falſhood which 
Capt. Opie brought home ſo many hundred Miles 
through France with him, it is poſfible that it 
might have eſcaped your Lordſhip's Penetration ſo 
long as he might have ſecured his Half- Pay. But 
What Perſon in Being would have imagined, that He 
was neceſſitated to accept of ſo cruel and tyran- 
nical an Alternative, either to reſign his Com- 
miſſion that he might have a Poſſibility of ſaving 
his Bread, or be thus broke, becauſe he was com- 
paſſionate, and would not take a Man's Life away 
(who hereafter might be of Uſe to the Service) for 
a Crime he committed when he was Dunk and 
Unſenſible ? Though he was far from expecting 
ſuch a Thunderbolt, yet he now rejoices that he 
was inflexible, and was not to be intimidated into 
his own Deſtruction, as the unhappy Captain [a] To/- 
ler was; depending on your Lordſhips Wiſdom 
and Juſtice to ſuppreſs all ſuch irrational and ille- 
gal Methods of Trial, and flattering himſelf that 
ſuch an unjuſt Sentence rather records Partiality, 
Diſhonour, and eternal Infamy upon his injudi- 
cious Judges, than any Enormity of his, or Breach 
of Articles of War, 5 
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Ca] Capt. Toller refign'd his Commiſſion, rather than 
N het Trial of a * which gave Mr. 
Mathews an Opportunity to ou a Captain, u. 
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"On the e in the nl Capt. Opie was 


brought upon his Tryal, and for the Sake of Ac- 


curacy and Perſpicuity, he beſeeches your Lordſhips 
Indulgence, to repeat the fourth Article of the Ad- 
miral's Inſtructions in holding Courts- Martial, 


vix. 


86 All Complaints at Sea, or foreign Ports, upon 


<< which the ſummoning a Court-Martial is to be 
.<© grounded, ſhall be made in Writing, to the 


«© Commander in Chief (unleſs where the ſaid 
«© Commander ſhall ſee Cauſe of himelf to call the 


4, fame.) In which are 40 be ſet forth the par- 
cc ticular Facts, with the Place, Time, and in 


« what Manner they are committed: And if any 
« Captain, who is entitled by his Rank to {it 
« in the Court, be perſonally concern'd in the 


<« Matter to be try'd, he ſhall not be admitted to 
ce ſit at the ſaid Tryal. 


The original Minutes of the Proceedings of the 
Court will, in ſome Meaſure, prove to your Lord- 


ſhips what Regard the Honourable Admiral had to 


this Article. Before the Examination of Witneſſes, 
the Court was not open'd with any Circumſtances 


. to teſtify the Neceſlity of ſummoning this Court- 


Martial; there was no Complaint or Information 
read for the Satisfaction of the Court, and the ſur- 


priz'd unprepared Priſoner, except fome Articles 
on a looſe Paper unſigned, and unatteſted by any 
Authority whatſoever. On the other Hand, if the 
1 ; OE | Pre- 


[19] 

Prefident, for the good of his Majeſty's Service, 
thought proper to call it, it would have carried the 
Face and Appearance of Juſtice to have acknowledg- 
ed this; and, if his Pre-eminence does not ſet him 
above an Obedience to the InftruQions, to have ſet 
forth the particular Facts to them, with the Place, 
Time, and in what Manner they were. committed. 
But nothing like this appeared : On the contrary, 
the Admiral not only judg'd, but with the utmoſt 
Efforts of Malice impeach'd and proſecuted, as 
he himſelf acknowledged: He examin'd without 
Bounds, and judg'd without Controul. An exorbi- 
tant and an uſurp'd Degree of unlimited Power, 
rigorous Diſcipline, and Severity of Command, may 
be the Characteriſtick of an Admiral; but ſurely 
your Lordſhips will think them inconſiſtent with a 

judicial Capacity. Why was not then the Admiral 
| ſeparated from the Judge? 


This Procedure Capt. Opie humbly apprehends to 
be unwarrantable in any Juſticiary, much more in a 
Court of Equity and Honour, created by your 
Lordſhips, and not fetter'd with the Rigour of the 
Law. When a Man is ſuppoſed to have either 
his Bread or his Life at Stake, or what is more va- 
luable than both, his Reputation, it becomes the 
Candour and Juſtice of that Court who arraigns 
him, to give him all the Satisfaction and convinc- 
ing Proofs in their Power, of the Fairneſs and 
Impartiality of their Proceedings, to rectify any 
Miſtakes which may appear in Circumſtances and 

C 2 Formalities, 
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Formalities and even to exhort him to anſwer 
without Fear, if he appears to be daunted or intimi- 
dated at the Preſence of the Court; and if by his 
want of Dexterity, timely Notice, and want of 
Utterance, he falls ſhort of making a proper De- 
fence, the Court ought to affift him. It is 
this which makes it a Court of Mercy, and not 
of Rigour and Tyranny; it is this which proves a 
Court to have the Rights and Privileges of their 
fellow Creatures in the tendereſt and higheſt Eſti- 
mation. What hard Meaſure is it then for a Pre- 
ſident, Who inſtead of this Evenneſs and Impar- 
tiality, takes upon himſelf by his aſſuming Autho- 
rity, to over-awe and over-rule the aſking ſuch 
Queſtions of the Evidence as are conſonant with 
Juſtice and Reaſon, and plead for the Party accus'd ! 
Conſummate Tyranny, commanding Silence, and 
uſing boiſterous and rough Language, which if it 
prevents the Freedom of ſpeaking in a Brother 
Member, it may well ſtrike the Priſoner dumb, and 
either incapacitate him from making any Defence at 
all, or confound him in ſuch a Manner that by his 
great Perturbation of Mind, Inadvertency and Sor- 
row, he becomes guilty of taking away his own 
Subſiſtance, Reputation and Life. 


Agreeable to this Principle of Juſtice, and the fore- 
going Article, Capt. Opie thinks it was his indubi- 
table Right to know his Proſecutor; but the Ho- 
nourable Preſident, irreſiſtable and uncontroulable, - 
refuſed him this Privilege; and if his Majeſty's Ser- 


vice 
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Ace could have poſſibly ſuffered from duch a * 
tedge, and that was the real Cauſe that he was kept 


ignorant of it, at leaſt the Reaſons to vindicate this 
ſhould: Have been known to him. Mankind, when 
their Rights and Privileges are called in Queſtion, 
are extremely incident to Suſpicion, and the more 
ſuſceptible of it, when they find themſelves plunged 
in ſuch infinite Diſtreſs. This hugger-mugger, 
this clandeſtine Dealing in the Dark, perfectly takes 
away a Man's Spirit. On the contrary, it would 
have given Capt. Opie ſome Life and Reſolution, a 
good Opinion of the Uprightneſs and Candour of his 
Judges, to have been made ſenſible that the In- 
former was not admitted to ſit, and aſſiſt at that 
very Court which voted his Deſtruction. — The 
Fifth Article of the ſame Chapter relating to Caurts- 
Martial, runs thus : 


„ The e ee is to examine the Wit- 
c neſſes upon Oath, take down their Depaſitions 
« in Writing, and ſhew the ſame to the Com- 
c mander in Chief, who is to order him to ſend 
ce timely Notice before the Tryal, and an atteſt- 
c ed Copy of the Charge or Accuſation to the 
e Party accuſed, in order to his being the better 
c prepared for his Defence. 


Your Lordſhips will be aſtoniſhed (if after the 
former Tyranny any A& of Cruelty can) to find 
Capt. Opie complain, that according to this Article 
he ſhould have had an atteſted Copy of the Charge 

and 
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and Accuſation ſent to him before the Tryal, in 
order to his being the better prepared for his De- 
fence; but he appeals to Mr. Mathews himſelf, 
whether he ever heard or ſaw the Depoſitions until 
they were produc'd in Court againſt him. The 
Phyſician and Judge-Advocate's Iniquity, (the Ad- 
miral's Meſſage, confeſs'd by himſelf in open Court) 
a Proof that it was not the Diſcipline of the Ser- 
vice that gave Birth to thoſe arbitrary Proceedings, 
but a ſtrong Deſire to make a Captain; and above 
all, this laſt premeditated and forelaid Snare, to 
wound and ſcrue him up into Hazards, and de- 
prive him of all poſſible Means of Preſervation, 
ſufficiently teſtifies the Tricks and baſe Deſigns of 
his Adverſaries to take away his Bread at any 
Rate. 


Since the ſuppoſed Crime which was *ten Months 
ago, ſeventy Leagues diſtant from Admiral Mathews, 
his powerful Proſecutors had Time enough to con- 
ſult his Ruin, and to. try all Stratagems to deftroy 
him. No Expedient was forgotten by which he 
might be oppreſs'd, nor any Method untry*d to pro- 


cure Accuſations againſt him. Here he had not a 


Moment's Time, not knowing in the leaſt what 
could be charg'd upon him, and therefore could pro- 
vide no Plea or Defence, for that which he knew 
V Tab 

DI Undoubtedly 


* Ter Months before the Court-Martial was beld. 
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Undoubtedly this Article is a Teſtimony that 
his Majeſty in. Council never intended, but that 
all Courts-Martial ſhould be impartial, and that 
no Man's Subſiſtance or Life ſhould be ſurprized 
from him, or that he ſhould be unhappily drawn 


into Nets and Snares to drill him on to his De- 
ſtruction. Tho? an Admiral may break his Inſtructions 
with Impunity ; tho* his Example may not be thought 
neceſſary to keep Order, and to recommend Diſci- 
pline, attended with paſſive Obedience: Yet 
that Court can never be Legal, which acts con- 
trary to its Inſtructions. No Sentence can be juſ- 
tifiable, if the Judge's Proccedings have been con- 
tradictory to the Conſtitution of the Court, and the 
Power which created it a Court. But this Honour- 


able Admiral has forſaken this Principle of Juſtice, 


and purſued Meaſures by which the Guilty and the 
Innocent may be deſtroyed with equal Facility. All 
Caution is vain, and all Teſtimony uſeleſs: It is in 
vain that any Man means well, and acts prudently ; 
it is in vain that he can prove the Juſtice and Pru- 
-dence of his Conduct; Caprice will in our Courts- 


Martial ſupply the Place of Reaſon, and all Evi- . 


dence muſt give way to Malice or to Favour, 
As a farther Aggravation of Capt. Opie's Diſtreſs, 
having no Copy of the Minutes of the Court, he is 
thereby the leſs able to plead his Cauſe, and detect 
to your Lordſhips the farther Iniquity of his Proce- 
dure and Sentence. Next Morning after his Diſ- 
miffion he waited on the Admiral, beſeeching this 
Favour, who promiſed it before he ſailed from 

| Hieres- 
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Hieres-Bay: But on the 26th being under Sail, 
early in the Morning, the Admiral in Bed, he 
could get no other Anſwer from the Secretary's- 
Office, than that there was no ſuch Thing order'd 
for him. Your Lordſhips will be pleaſed to obſerve, 
the only Impeachment which Capt. Opie has in 
his Cuſtody, is Mr. Scott's the Secretary's Letter, 
who in the Name of the Admiral ſays, „That the 
« Maſter collared him, and inſulted him in a pub- 
& lick Manner on the Quarter-Deck. The Phy- 
cc ſician to ſupport this, ſwears that he ſaw it. 
But the Surgeon Mr. Boyce, the Carpenter 
« Mr. Gregory, the Quarter-Maſter at the Cun, 
© and ſome others who were on the Quarter- 
„ Deck as well as this Phyſician, ſwear they ſaw 
c nothing of it. 


Miraculous! ſome Body muſt be perjured, either 
Dr. Lydderdale, or his Opponents, who could not 
but ſee all over the Quarter-Deck. It is not bigger 
than your Lordſhips particular Office without any 
Obſtruction to the Sight, ſo that Mr. Secretary's 
Charge falls to the Ground, as it is diſprov'd. In- 
deed it was candidly acknowledg'd by Capt. Opie 
himſelf, that ſomething like an Inſult, two Months 
afterwards was offered to him in the Steerage, 
when he interpos'd between the Maſter and the 
Phyſician to prevent their Quarreling; and as this 
was in the Night, and a more private Place than 
the Quarter-Deck, in Courſe jt could not be of 


that evil Example and bad Conſequence. That 


your Lordſhips may be the better enabled to judge 
2 in 


RR... 
judge in this Appeal, and. to do the Admiral and 
Capt. Opie Juſtice, that nothing may perplex your 
Apprehenſions, or eſcape your Scrutiny; that Mr, 
Mathews's Inhumanity and injurious Treatment 
either as the Admiral, or the Judge, may be ex- 
poſed in all its glaring Colours to publick Cenſure 
and Chaſtiſement, or that Capt. Opie's Miſconduct 
and Diſgrace may be ratify'd by your Lordſhips 
Approbation, in the Name of Equity : 


He earneſtly implores, that you will be pleas'd to 
order this Admiral to ſend to your Secretary all the 
Minutes of the Proceedings of the Court; the De- 
politions ſuppos'd to have been taken on board the 
Hoſpital-Ship by the Judge-Advocate, which had 
no other Confirmation in Court, than the Depo- 
nents acknowledging the Subſcriptions to be their 
Hand-writing; the ſeveral Examinations and De- 
poſitions taken in Court from the ſame Perſons, all 
which muſt be atteſted by the Court; otherwiſe 
Capt. Opie apprehends that they will be picked, ex- 
patiated upon, extenuated to his Diſadvantage, with 
an Endeayour, if poſſible, to vindicate or mollify 


his Adverſary's Imperiouſneſs and Cruelty. After 
ſuch a Method of Proſecution, (which in Effect is 


to over-bear a Man by the Violence of Power, to 
take from him all the Securities of Innocence, and 
to diveſt him of all the Means of Self-Defence) 
what Confidence and Dependence can Captain 
Opie have upon ſuch a Judge's Integrity, whoſe Paſ- 
ſions direct it? duch an Admiral's Honour, whoſe 

D Im- 
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(269) 
Impetuoſity governs it? Therefore this Boon will be 


thought both Reaſonable and Equitable. 


As Capt. Opie had no Copy of the Depoſitions, 
nor, after his Trial, a Copy of the Minutes of the 
Court, notwithſtanding the Honourable Admiral 
promiſed this Favour to him, it is impoſſible for 


him to point out with any Accuracy, the many Con- 


tradictions, Incoherence, and Malignity of them. 
He muſt rely upon your Lordſhips Sagacity and Pe- 
netration. However, in the great Confuſion and 
Hurry of Spirits he was in, he has net forgot that 


the Phyſician's Conjectures and hearſay Evidence 


were ſwallowed down very glibly. This wiſe Oracle, 
to load Capt. Opie beyond his Charge, imperti- 
nently and maliciouſly ſwore, that he countenanc'd 
the Maſter in cohabiting with one of the Nurfes, 
which occaſioned her to neglect her Duty: What 
was this to the Accuſation ? He was not charged 
with encouraging immoral and diſorderly Practi- 
ces; and yet, contrary to the Rules of Equity, and 
the Boundary in taking Evidence, he was ſuffered 
thus to play the Knave and Fool. The Surgeon, 
Mr. Bogue, who more particularly ſuperintends 
theſe Nurſes, ſwore, that this Nurſe never neglect- 
ed her Duty, but that ſhe meſſed with the Maſter 
which did not imply that ſhe lay with him. Neither 
could this eminent Phyſician, in the Rancour of his 
Heart, or Ardour to oblige, ſay, that he ever had 
complained to Capt. Opie, that the Maſtcr and this 

Nurſe 


(27) 
Nurſe lived this diſorderly Life, and that ſhe thereby 
neglected to attend upon the Sick. What a com- 
plication of Perjury and Injquity is here ! The 
Truth is this: Capt. Opie, in November laſt, at 
Mahon confined his Maſter ; and the real Motive 
which induced him after a very ſubmiſſive Petition, 
to releaſe him, influenc'd Admiral Mathews after- 
wards to diſcharge him from his Ship, without 
bringing him to a Trial, which, according to the 
Articles of War, muſt have condemned him to die. 
Another perſuaſive Argument was, the preſerving a 
good Maſter (provided for by the Honourable Admiral) 
to his Majeſty's Service, who being till then a perfe& 
Stranger to Military Diſcipline, might make a right 
Uſe of this Eſcape, ſince he had already had the 
Senſe to acknowledge his Folly and Mutiny; and 
he anſwered his Captain's ExpeQations, for he ne- 
ver had room afterwards to complain of his Beha- 
viour. Then how abſurd is this! The Admiral 
breaks Capt. Opie becauſe he did not apply to him 
far a Court-Martial, which muſt have infalliby de- 
ſtroy d the Man's Life; and he, the Moment after, 
in the Compaſſion of his Heart, takes upon himſelf 
to diſcharge the Maſter from the Sutherland, be- 
cauſe he was unwilling to put him to Death. Be- 
ſides, the Maſter on board an Hoſpital-Ship is the 
next in Command to the Captain, and the only 
Officer he could depend on, therefore could not 
be any Length of Time without a Maſter; and 


Capt. Opie continued at Mahon above ſeven Months, 
D 2 abſent 
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abſent from the Admiral. If an Example was thought 
to be abſolutely neceſſary, by our Diſciplinarians, 
and no where to ſeek it ſo proper as an Hoſpital- 


Ship, why. was not the greateſt Criminal pitched. 
upon ? The Maſter 8 Deſtruction would have carry'd 


the ſame "Efficacy. But, alas ſuch a Vacancy 
would not fatisfy the Admiral ; ; it was not wanted. 
Another Inducement which weighed a great deal 
with Capt. Opie, was, an Opinion that he had a 
Power to forgive him: The only Article in the 
Inſtructions any ways relating to this, is the fifth in 
the Chapter of Rules of Diſcipline, &c. Capt. 


Opie begs leave to tranſcribe it, viz. 


c The Captain is never by his own Authority 
ec to diſcharge a Commiſſion or Warrant-Officer, 
& nor to puniſh nor to ſtrike him; but if they 
4c are diſobedient to Command, or behave them- 
00 ſelves ſo ill that he judges them unfit for their 
« Duty, he may ſuſpend or confine them; and 
e when he comes in the Way of a Commander in 
60 Chief, apply to him for holding a Court-Martial, 


cc otherwiſe he is to acquaint the Secretary of the 
66 Admicalty therewith, | 


This Article authorizes the Captain to ſuſpend, 
or conſine any of his Officers who behave them- 
ſelves ill; but ſurely the Word may does not imply 
that he is hereby forbid to forgive « or releaſe any ſuch 
Offender ; z No, it does not at all reſtrain him from 

ſuch - 
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ſuch a Latitude : For had it been ſo, or the Inten- 
tions of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, 
who recommended theſe Inſtructions to the King 
in Council, it would have been expreſsly mention- 
ed; the Prohibition would have been expreſt in the 
plaineſt Terms, as in the ſucceeding Article, where 
any Officer under the Captain is forbid to puniſh, 
but to order Confinement, from which however he 
is not to releaſe the Offender before the Captain's 
Return on. board, and then give him an Account of 
the Reaſons for ſo doing. Capt. Opie likewiſe ap- 
peals to the common Cuſtom of the Navy, even to 
the Conſciences and Actions of the Judges who 
tried him, whether in all their Experience, as Cap- 
tains or Lieutenants, they have not daily ſeen Of- 
ficers confined, and releaſed upon proper Submiſ- 
fions, unknown to the Lords Commiſſioners of the 


Admiralty, or the Admiral who commands in Chief 


abroad; ſo common is this, that Capt. Opze will 
take upon himſelf to ſay, he has often heard it ac- 
| knowledged at Courts-Martial, and pleaded by 
the Captain who brought his Officer to a Trial, as 
an Inſtance of Lenity, as an Aggravation of the 
Offender's Fault, and a Proof that meer Neceſſity, 
as repeated Pardons had no Influence, forced the 
Captain to apply for a Court-Martial. If it is un- 
juſt to puniſh one Man for the Crimes of an- 
other, Capt. Opie aſks theſe honourable Gentle- 
men, if it is not likewiſe unjuſt to chuſe one Man 
out for Puniſhment from arnong many others e- 

qually 
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qually guilty ? But as no Criminal who has the 
Happineſs to be favoured by partial Judges can ever 
be in Danger, ſo no Innocence can be ſafe that has 
incurred their Diſpleaſure. | 


Deſertion, uttering Words of Sedition, and Mu- 
tiny, quarreling with a Superior, lleeping upon 
their Watch, 'or negligently performing their Du- 
ty, Robbery, and Theft, are to be puniſhed by 
Death, according to five Articles of War ; yet how 
often have all theſe Gentlemen forborn to bring 
theſe Criminals to a Court-Martial ? It is fo dai- 
ly repeated, that it cannot be denied; and yet 
they have condemned Capt. Opie becauſe he for- 
gave his Maſter, agreeable to Cuſtom, and their 
own Practice. And if Mercy is a Crime, it 
is neither prohibited in the Articles of War, nor 
in the Inſtructions: They have made a Scourge 
which ſome time or other will flea them all alive ; 
and if ſo wicked an Introduction is not immedi- 
ately ſuppreſſed, no Star-Cbamber nor Inquiſi itn e- 
ver exceeded ſuch Tyranny. The Lord High- 
Admiral for the Time being, and all Command- 
ers in Chief, will be teaz d to Death with inceſſant 
Complaints and Mournings ; ; the all-ſufficient Man 
who led the Way to ſuch a Vexation, and an un- 
merciful Reftraint, will be univerſally deteſted by 
| the whole Navy, and loaded with Execrations by 
an unanimous Voice; he will be conſidered as the 
Author of many Miſeries, and the Source of end- 

| leſs 


4 
leſs Trouble. But as it has no other Tendency than 
to multiply Grievances and eſtabliſh a Precedent of 


Oppreſffion, it is impoſſible it can ſtand before the 
Stroke of Time. 


Diſcipline is an indeterminate Word, and it is no 
caſy Taſk to define the Limits of it, either where 
it begins or ends. Captain Opie's Judges have not 
yet learned to diſtinguiſh between Tyranny and 
Diſcipline, between Arrogance and Authority : The 
only Rule of their Government is their Will and 
Pleaſure, and that is what many Captains call the 
Diſcipline of the Service. 


The Articles of War which they have found him 
guilty of breaking, are the thirty-firſt and thirty- 
third. The ne ace Article ſays, vi. 


« All Captains, Officers, and Seamen, ſhall do 
« their Endeavours to detect, apprehend, and bring 
c to Puniſhment all Offenders, and ſhall aſſiſt the 
4 Officers appointed for that Purpoſe therein, upon 
« Pain to be proceeded againſt and puniſhed by the 
“ Court-Martial at Diſcretion. 


The above Article concerns the Provoſt Martial, 
he is the proper Officer appointed for that Purpoſe ; 
but if a Criminal flies from Juſtice, then indeed all 
Captains and Officers are hereby obliged to aſſiſt him 
in the Search, and forbid to conceal the Fugitive, 
Crimes too often of a dangerous Nature or Tenden- 
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cy,,v which are to be revealed, ſuch as Treaſon, or 
any Action whereby his Majeſty and Goyernment 
may ſuffer. Your Lordſhips will find this Article 
ſubſequent to that which ſubjects the Provoſt 
« Martial to the ſame Puniſhment, if he ſuffers the 
* Priſoner to eſcape, as would have been inflicted 
<< upon the Party diſmiſſed.” Can any thing be 
more obvious, than that the Intention of this Article 
was to oblige all Officers to aſſiſt the Provoſt Martial 
upon a preſſing Exigency, his Application, and in 
ſuch a Manner as the Strength and Security of the 
Offender's Sanctuary might require, and not to con- 
ceal a Crime or a Criminal to the Prejudice of his 
Majeſty's Service? But this Injunction hardly reaches 
ſo far as to oblige a Captain to deſcend to be a 
Hangman's Follower, or an odious Informer of what 
was net attended with any ill Conſequences. Has 
this Article then any Affinity with his ſuppoſed 
Crime? Does it forbid the Lenity he ſhewed to his 
Maſter ? To what a wretched baſe Purpoſe is it 
wreſted and converted! But as there is a Degree of 
Wickedneſs, which no Argument can reclaim ; ſo 
there is a Degree of Stupidity, which no Inſtruction 
can enlighten. 


The thirty-third Article is as follows, viz. 


% That all Faults, Miſdemeanours, and Diſorders 
« committed at Sea, not mentioned in this Act, ſhall 
« be puniſhed according to the Laws and Cuſtoms 
in ſuch Caſes at Sea.” Theſe upright wiſe Judges, 


by 


| (33). 
by a Gift .of Penetration, which is incompre- 
henſible, found out ſome Similitude between Cap- 
tain Opie's Lenity, and that Crime which is ex- 
preſt in the 31ſt Article, upon which they con- 
demn him; and by this Senſe adjudge the Act of 
Parliament to enact what is contrary to the Laws 
of God, and the Reaſon of Things: Yet here their 
profound Wiſdom does not flop, but by a wonder- 
ful Fatality to make the Game perfettly ſure, 
they lug in likewiſe the thirty-third Article, which 
intimates that his Crime is not mentioned in this 
Act; in courſe they falſify the former Article, which 
ſtands as a Proof of their Stupefaction and Ignorance 
in the Application: And by this laſt Article their 
ſearching Genius hath directed them to puniſh him 
according to the Laws and Cuſtoms in ſuch Caſes 
at Sea. Admirable Policy, Subtility of Wit and 
Invention! 


Now Captain Opie humbly beſeeches your Lordſhips 
to aſk theſe cunning Men, what Cuſtom or Law was 
ever uſed at Sea, which thus authorizes the Puniſh- 
ment of Mercy and Compaſſion. Is not he the only 
Man who ever ſuffered upon ſuch an Account? Is 
not he the firſt Precedent of ſuch an unheard-of Bar- 
barity ? Let them with all their Ingenuity point out 
but another, and he will with great Reſignation 
ſubmit to this iniquitous Decree, and no longer call 
upou your Lordſhips for Redreſs, or in the leaſt 
murmur at the Injuſtice of their Sentence. What 

E a 


( 34 
a Contradiction is here? to puniſh a Man con- 
trary to the Cuſtom at Sea, and their own daily 
Practice, and yet claim this Article (which proves 
that they have broke the Articles of War) to capa- 
Eitate them to punifh him contrary to the Power 
of it: An Abſurdity paſt their Explanation, and 
the Comprehenſion of Mankind. Captain Opie begs 
Leave to recapitulate this Defence. It appears that 
the Honourable Admiral was more cager of a Va- 
caney than of Juſtice, or making an Example to 
ſupport the Diſcipline of the Service, and more ſo- 
Iicitous to deſtroy than to convict. The Phyſician's 
Iniquity, his controverted Evidence, the Judge Ad- 
vocate's Breach of Juſtice and Integrity, the Admi- 
ral's Confeſſion that he ſent Captain Opie a Meſſage 
deſiring him to quit, and in that Caſe, he would 
write Home in his Favour : The Admiral's repeated 
Breaches of his Inſtructions, and excluding the com- 
mon and juſtifiable Method of Procedure, whereby 
Captain - Opie was rendered unable to defend himſelf; 
zhe Malice in bringing him to anſwer ſo long after 
the ſuppoſed Crime was committed, which was ten 
Months, The three laſt was under his F lag in 
| Hieres Road, and no Notice taken of it before.— 
Nox are there ſuch Evidences to ſupport the Accu- 
fation (alowing it to be culpable ) contained i in the 
Secretary's Letter, as the Laws of every Country 
require to be produced before any Man can be pu- 
niſhed, cenſured or diſgraced. And why this Man 


ould. be treated i in A Ulterent Manner than any 
0 
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other Criminal, it is EAR on, Mr. Mathews 
to diſcover to your Lordſhips. Theſe are Demon- 
trations, that an ill uſe of Power and an unwarrant- 
able Authority have been exerted, which plead Cap- 
tain Opie's Cauſe, and teſtify the Illegality, Iniquity 
and Malignity of the Court, their n and 


Sentence. 


There remains only a Reaſon to be given why his 
Brother Captains, who every one of them ought to 
have had an equal Voice, and an equal Autho- 
rity in this Court-Martial, ſhould have been influ- 
enced to give a Judgement not ſupported by Evi- 
dence, or conformable to Truth; that they ſhould 
eſtabliſh a Precedent that will often revolve upon 
themſelves. To this Captain Opje dares anfwer, that 
few of them are independent and left to the Deci- 
ſion of their own Judgment. A falſe Gratitude, a 
ſervile Dependence and Intereſt (at ſo eaſy a Pur- 
chaſe, as the Expence of Truth) all combine againſt 
Captain Opie, and prevail upon his Judges to re- 
ceive implicitly the Dictates of their Leader, which 
they utter as his Organs. If it is not fo, it is in- 
cumbent upon them to defend the Application of 
his Crime to the Articles of War, and their mema- 
rable Sentence;———But after all, if it ſhould not be 
your Lordſhips Pleaſure to reverſe this Sentence by 
ſome conſpicuous Mark of your Diſapprobation, to the 
general Satisfaction and Benefit of the Navy, but file 
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it againſt Captain Opie as a laſting Monument of 
his Folly' and Incapacity to command, a ſtanding 
Record to deter others; and hereafter this unhappy 
Man ſhould be thought more deſerving : Yet it 
would be injuring his Majeſty's Service to employ 
him again; for the Sanction you now give this 
Tryal, would make him an implacable n and 
an Enemy to Mankind. 


As no Puniſhment is heavier than that of Infamy, 
and Shame, has by generous Minds been avoided 
at the Hazard of every other Miſery; Captain Opie, 
begs that your Lordſhips would pardon the great 
Warmth and Earneſtneſs with which he pleads for a 
Salve to this dangerous Wound, which the Service 
has received through his Sides. However, he hopes 
that the Bounds of Decency have not been tranſgreſ- 
ſed by him; and as it is the Prerogative of Inno- 
cence to expect Friends and Aſſerters in Diftreſs, 
he entirely depends on your Lordſhips. When he 
geflects on his own Conduct, and his Loſs of Sub- 
ſiſtence in the Decline of Life, after ſuch a Length 
of Service; when he obſerves the Security of thoſe 
who are the Authors of his Misfortunes ; it is impoſſible 
for him to contain his Reſentment, and ſometimes 
he may ftart into unbecoming Tranſports, and ſpeak 
in Terms not very ceremonious, of ſuch deteſtable 
Judges, who have thus diſcarded him in fo ignomi- 
nious a Manner, his Reputation irreparably deſtroy- 
ed, robbed of the Eſteem of his Friends, and marked 

out 
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aut to the World, and repreſented to Poſterity as 


unworthy of Command, and 1 Lordſhips Ta- a- 
vour. 5 


Your Lordſhips 
Moſt Obedient, 
Moſt Humble 
and moſt Devoted Servant, 
Jonx Ore. 


Captain Opie attends your Office, and waits in 
Town on Purpoſe for your Commands, 


Captain 
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| Captain 0) pie's Letter to My. Cocbes 
July, 1744. 


S IX, 


T is now about ten Months ſince I appeal'd to my 
Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, without 
any other Satisfaction, than the vain Hopes that their 
Lordſhips wou'd in their great Juſtice and Goodneſs 
be pleaſed to take me into their Conſideration, and 
vindicate my Character; but I have hitherto been 
diſapointed, in ſo much that I begin to think myſelf 
altogether fofgotten : And I imagine it to be incum- 
bent on me to put you in mind, that when my Ap- 
peal was read to their Lordſhips, you was pleas'd to tell 
me in their Name, that they were ſatisfy'd that I had 
been greatly injured by Mr. Mathews; and added, 
that they would provide for me, even to my Wiſh, 
or better than J could deſire: Since which I have at- 
tended in Town, at a great Diſtance from my Ha- 
bitation, and at an extraordinary Expence, without 
Succeſs. I therefore humbly beg that their Lord- 
ſhips will determine what to do with me, that I 
may thereby know what I have to truſt to. The 
Hopes of their Favour has hitherto prevented me 
from Printing my unfortunate Caſe, in order to 
preſerve my Reputation, 


T am, $18, 
Yours, Sc. 
-N O-—E. 


Captuin 
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Captain Opie's Letter to Mr. Corbet, 
Ia 1744: 


SIX, 


A? OVE ten Days ago I troubled you with a 
Letter, begging to know their Lordſhips De- 
termination in regard to me; but my Suſpence and 
Misfortune are continued to me, as I have not had 
the Honour of an Anſwer. If their Lordſhips 
 wou'd be pleas'd to confider the Injuſtice that hay 
been done to me by the Honourable Admiral Ma- 
thews ; likewiſe, Sir, your Anſwer to me in the. 
Name of the Board, at the Time I preſented 'my | 
Appeal, they would neither be ſurprized at my. 
Uneaſineſs, nor this Repetition of Trouble. 
Since which, as a farther Aggravation of my Diſ- 
treſs, depending on your Anſwer, I have at a great f 
Expence, diſtant from Home, attended the Office | 
now almofſ a Year, in full Hopes and Expectation 
of their Lordſhips Juſtice, to wipe off the Stain and 
Ignominy of an iniquitous Sentence, whereby 1 
have ſuffered. ſo greatly in Reputation, Subſiſtence, 
and the Eſteem of my Friends. I humbly beſeech 
your Anſwer, | 


I am with great Reſpect, 
Six, Yours, &c. 


7— N QO——£, 


Captain 
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captain Opie's Letter 10 My, Corbet, 
July, 1 744. 


SIX, 


Am ſorry my Caſe ſhould be ſo unfortunate; Fr 
to oblige me to be troubleſome; but once 
more I addreſs you, begging their Lordſhips An- 
| ſwer in regard to me, after what T have gone 
| through in being depriv'd of my Bread, contrary 
to Juſtice and Reaſon. In appealing to their Lord- 
ſhips, who at firſt were ſo well fatisfy'd and con- 
vine'd of the Oppreſſions I labour'd under, that you, 
Sir, in their Name, promis d me Redreſs and Pro- 
viſion; but as an Addition to my Diſtreſs, I have 
ſaffer*d ten Months Diſappointment, and now have 
not Intereſt enough to procure one Syllable in An- 
ſwer to my repeated Applications. Tho' I have all 
the Reſpe& in the World for their Lordſhips, their 
Deciſions and Judgment; yet as I am oblig'd to 
leave the Town unprovided for, in Vindication of 
my own Reputation, I muſt now have Recourſe to 
publiſhing my Appeal to their Lordſhips, that the 
World may be made ſenſible how unjuſtly I have 
| been robb'd of my Subſiſtence, after forty Years 
| | Service as a Commiſſion Officer. 


I 


| E | | Tours, Oc. 


Captain 
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Captain Opie” s private Letter to Mr. 
Corbett. 


S1 X, 


1 


7 405 1744. 


Have lately wrote three Letters to you on his 
Majeſty's Service, ſolliciting their Lordſhips 

Conſideration, to which I have had no Anſwer: 

Therefore as a Friend to an injured Officer, and 

oppreſs'd Innocence cruſh'd by Violence, who 

has not by any Act of his forfeited your Eſteem 

of Power and Protection, I beg to know from you 

what I have to truſt to, or whether or not the 

Hopes of Proviſion being made for me adequate to 
the Injury receiv*d, built on your Promiſe, will 

not now turn out Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. 

I am with the greateſt Reſpect, waiting your An- 

ſwer in the Office, 


SIR, 


Yours, Cc. 


7— [. 


F DOaptain 
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Captain Opie's Letter to My, Corbett, 
Aug. 6, 1744. 


SIR, 


HOUGH their Lordſhips have been pleaſed 

to order me on the Half-pay, from the Day 
T landed in England; yet as I feel the Oppreſſion, 
Sir, ſo ſenſible, with every Aggravation of Di- 
ſtreſs, I cannot think this Inſtance of their Con- 
ſideration adequate to the Injuſtice that has been 
done to me. Either my Judges have determined 
righteouſly, or unrighteouſly ; conſequently I have 
either no right to the Half-Pay, or to more, as the 
Half-pay will never make Reparation to me for the 
Loſs of Reputation, the great Expence I have 
been at in coming home, as well as attending 
their Lordſhips at their Office. Their Lordſhips 
Penetration is too ſearching not to ſee from my 
Appeal, the Malignity and Illegality of my Judges, 
whom J hold in Defiance, knowing full well that I 
have ſtated nothing but Matter of Fact, ſupported by 
the ſtrongeſt Conviction that Evidence can fur- 
niſh ; but indeed, Sir, the Cruelties I have met 
with is notorious to the World, and I have long 
depended on their Lordſhips Juſtice and Redreſs, 
in the Promiſe which you was pleaſed to make 


me, after this memorable Appeal had been preſent- 
ed. 


(43). 
ed. I thank Heaven I have wherewithal to ſubſiſt; 
and if their Lordſhips will not, in their great 
Goodneſs, be pleaſed to appoint me to the Com- 
mand of one of his Majeſty's Ships, whereby this 
Stain may be obliterated, and my Character juſti- 
fied, I think I cannot in Honour receive what in 
the Opinion of Mankind will forever deem me 
guilty, and deſerving of ſuch unheard-of Treat- 
ment. I therefore beſeech their Lordſhips to be 
ſo good as to employ me, according to my Ap- 
plication, Hopes, and conſtant Attendance for 
theſe ten Months paſt, which can only reſtore 
me to the Eſteem of the World, and reverſe an 
unjuſt Sentence that is an Ignominy to the Martial 
Juriſdiction. When their Lordſhips conſider my 
unfortunate Caſe, they will be prevailed on to torr 
give this Repetition of Trouble. 


I am, 


With great Reſpect, 
S IR,. 


Yours, &c. 


F 2 | Mr. 


(44) 
Mr. Corbett's Letter to Capt. Opie. 


S IR, 
| | Alnirdley-Office, Aug. 7, 1744- 


Have received: your X agen of yeſterday? 8 Date, 

deſiring to be appointed to command one of 
his Majeſty's Ships, which I have read to my 
Lards mme of enen and am, 


LR. 


Yours, &c. 


1. — C—— 1 T. 


Captain Opie's Letter to Mr. Corbett. 
Auguſt 8, 1744. 
SIR, 


I Have juſt now received the Honour of yours, 
acquainting me, that you had communicated 


my laſt Letter to their Lordſhips. But really, Sir, 
this 
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this is no Anſwer: Depending on your Promiſe, 
from their Lordſhips, 1 have-waited in Town ſo 
long a Time; and now ſhould I leave it to go 
home two Hundred and Thirty Miles off, per- 
haps their Lordſhips might ſoon recollect. this 
Promiſe, and ſend for me, which would be an 


Addition to my Trouble and Expence ; on the 


contrary, ſhould I continue in Town, in daily Ex- 
pectation, and Diſappointment, this would more 
encreaſe my Pain, Expence, and Trouble, 1 
humbly beg, therefore, their Lordſhips Determi- 
nation in regard to me, ſince I cannot look upon 
the Half-Pay as any Recompence, whilſt my Cha- 
racter continues to ſuffer. 


* 2 ho 
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Capt. Opie's private Letter to Mr. Cor- 
bett, Aug. 8, 1744. 


SIR, 


F you have my Intereſt at Heart, or would e- 

. ſpouſe me, in oppoſition to the greateſt Op- 
preflion, I humbly beg your Anſwer what I have 
to truſt to. You know very well, that from the be- 
ginning you was pleaſed to adviſe me to refuſe the 
Half-pay; now I deſpiſe it. Your Letter ac- 
quainting me, that you had read mine to their 
Lordſhips, is no Anſwer at all, conſidering my pre- 
ſent Situation, as it leaves me at as great an Un- 
certainty as ever, after this tedious Attendance. 
I beſeech, therefore, you would tell me. what I 
may expect, that I may arm myſelf accordingly, 
and at laſt do my Character q ultico by puvliſhing 
my Caſe to the World. 


1 am, 
SIX, 
Yours, &c. 


(47) 


Mr. Corbett's Letter to Capt. Opie, 


8 IR, 
Admiralty-Office, Aug. 9, 1744. 

Have read your two Letters of this Date. to 
the Lords Commiſſionets of the Admiralty, 
who are not uſed to give particular Anſwers to ſuch 
Queſtions as you aſk ; but their Lordſhips will em- 
ploy his Majeſty's Officers when they think pro- 
As to myſelf, I muſt defire you to re- 
collect things better in your Memory, and not to 
charge me with what I never could fay, having 
never adviſed you to refuſe your Half-pay ; tho? 
I ſhould be glad, for my own particular, to ſee 
yon in Whole-pay, as I wiſh you well, and am 

ſincerely, 


per. 


SIR, 


Yours, &c, 


THoMaAs CORBETT. 


Capt, 
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Captain Opie's Letter to Mr. Corbett. 


SIX 
a Io Auguſt, 1744. 


Receiv'd the Honour of your. Letter; but I 
cannot leave the Town with any Satisfaction 


to enjoy the Country, without endeavouring to ex- 


tenuate what their Lordſhips ſeem to have taken 
amiſs. If I have offended, it proceeds from 


meer Ignorance and Inadvertency, not from the 


leaſt Diſreſpect. I conceiv'd, when any of his 
Majeſty's Officers were aggriev'd, or appre- 
hended themſelves to be ſo, (and I am ſure I have 
felt, and do now feel a Grievance which will ad- 
mit of no Aggravation) that they had an indubitable 
Right to appeal to that Fountain of naval Juſtice, 
who does not impower their Admiral and Com- 


manders in Chief with the Privilege of doing 


Wrong; who always attends to thoſe Complaints, 


which are found to. arriſe from real Grievances ; 


and are ever ſollicitous to remove all Difficulties, 


prevent and pacify Diſcontents. In this Appre- 


henſion, Sir, I preſented my Appeal, vainly flatter- 


ing myſelf that their Lordſhips cou!d not hear of 
my Diſtreſs without Sympathy, and delivering me 
from it: And indeed I thought I had ſome Con- 
ſolation and Encouragement to ſtay in Town, from 
the Promiſe you made to me in the Name of the 


Board, 


ſhips ii 
Attend 
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Board, that I ſhould be provided for, even be- 
yond my own Wiſh and Heart's Deſire. This 
Promiſe I liv'd upon for ten Months, being no 
otherwiſe Importunate than attending the Office, 
and as Occaſion offered, modeſtly making a Bow 
and a Scrape. But upon ſeeing Officers write to 
you, even on the moſt trivial Occaſions, ſuch as 
Leave to be abſent from their Duty, and receive 
your Anſwers; I bethought myſelf, conſidering 
my Circumſtances, in ſhort, the greateſt Concern 
I have in Life, and your Promiſe, that it would 
be no Crime to addreſs you, to put their Lord- 
ſhips in Remembrance of me, and of my conſtant 
Attendance, and even to expect an Anſwer there- 
to, as I daily ſaw other Officers receive the Fa- 
vour of Anſwers, as well as being told that every 
Man who preſents a Petition, is either entitled 
to a Grant or Refuſal. Such a Conſtruction then, 
and waiting ſo long in Suſpenſe, made me pre- 
ſume to become ſo troubleſome; and I am griev'd 
to the Heart that I ſhould have thereby incurr'd 
their Lordſhips Diſpleaſure. I was greatly ſur- 
prized to find that you had read. my private Let- 
ter to their Lordſhips: It was a Letter wrote 
to my Well-wiſher, and not intended to be com- 
municated to the Board. I am aſtoniſh'd 


you ſhould forget your Advice to me in Regard 
to the Half Pay, which was attended with many 
other Circumſtances very freſh in my Memory, 
and am deeply concern'd to find you diſpleas'd at 
I ſhall leave the Town To- 
G morrow's 


my mentioning it, 
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mortow's Afternoon; if you will honour me with 
your Commands, no Man will execute them with 
greater Pleaſure than, | 


SIR, 


— 


Yours, & C. 


4 
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